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The current study assessed the sexual categorization of children among a ran-
dom sample of adults from the general population. Twenty-seven males and 
27 females (N = 54) were exposed to a categorization task that assessed their 
ability to discriminate adult- from child-related words and sexual from non-
sexual words. Then, in a modified Implicit Association Test they were required 
to respond with a particular key press to individual child- and adult-related 
stimuli paired with either sexual or nonsexual stimuli. In another block of test-
ing the pairs of stimuli requiring a common key response were juxtaposed. 
There was more effective acquisition of common response functions for child/
nonsexual than for child/sexual stimulus pairs for all participants combined. 
This effect was also observed for female participants separately but not for 
males. These findings support the utility of behavior-analytic variations of the 
Implicit Association Test but raise important considerations regarding their 
use as forensic and diagnostic tools.

Correspondence concerning this article should be addressed to Amanda Gavin, Psychology 
Section, School of Social Sciences and Law, Teesside University, Middlesbrough, TS1 3BA, UK. E-mail: 
A.Gavin@tees.ac.uk, or Bryan Roche, E-mail: Bryan.T.Roche@nuim.ie
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Table 1
Stimuli Employed as Exemplars of Each of the Four Verbal Categories in the Implicit 
Test

Adult Child Sexual Nonsexual
Senior Minor Erection Lamp

Grown-up Infant Horny Stone
Mature Kid Foreplay Tree

Old Young Aroused Cloud

General Experimental Sequence
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Figure 1. A sample task from Phases 1 and 2 (stimulus categorization).
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Press Blue for
Child and Nonsexual

Press Red for
Adult and Sexual

Press Blue for
Child and Nonsexual

Press Red for
Adult and Sexual

Minor Erection

Press Blue for
Child and Sexual

Press Red for
Adult and Nonsexual

Press Blue for
Child and Sexual

Press Red for
Adult and Nonsexual

Minor Erection

Figure 2. Four sample tasks presented to participants during Phase 3; the upper panels show 
consistent task types while the lower panels show inconsistent task types.
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Figure 3. Response accuracies out of 80 on consistent and inconsistent task blocks for female 
participants. 
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Figure 4. Response accuracies out of 80 on consistent and inconsistent task blocks for male 
participants.
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