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CHAPTER OKB

SETTING THE SCENE

The parish of Kilfearagh is situated in Moyarta barony 
on the south west coast of Clare in the peninsula 
between the Atlantic Ocean and the Shannon Estuary.
Its Atlantic coastline is well known for its steep cliffs, 
an inhospitable sight for the sailor in former times 
but now much admired by the tourist. Here and there 
small inlets are to be found but at Farrihy and Kilkee 
there are larger openings» The bay at Kilkee is a beauti
ful one, shaped like a horseshoe, and the incoming tide 
moves across a very fine strand, on the edge of which 
the town grew up. From the cliffs the land slopes down 
to Poulnasherry Bay on the Shannon. To the north Kil
fearagh parish is bordered by Hillard, to the east by 
Kilrush and to the south and south-west by Koyarta» The 
present area of the ^atholic parish is over 10,000 acres 
but this includes land gained in a territorial adjust
ment with Killard in 1854» In the period with which we 
are dealing the civil and ecclesiastical parishes
coincided, having 9,870 acres according to the Parliara-

1entary Gazetteer of Ireland.
The land in the parish is by no means good. There 

is still some bog, while a considerable amount more has 
been reclaimed. Even though the bogs are an indication 
of ancient forests, there are few trees to be seen on 
the present landscape, a tribute to the power of the 
breezes which sweep in from the Atlantic allowing only 
some isolated trees and stunted bushes to remain in their 
wake •
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It was only a few miles outside the confines of
s ixTH

Kilfearagh that St. Senan was born in the early^century
and when he later established his famous monastery on
Inis Cathaigh its influence, which extended widely, must

2have had its effect on the neighbouring district.
A few miles south west of Kilkee the small but 
forbidding Bishop’s Island, a mere fifty yards from 
the shore but inaccessible, is traditionally associated 
with Senan although the ancient circular oratory on the

4island is somewhat later in date.
The first documented mention of the parish occurs 

in the eqrly fourteenth century when, for purposed of 
ecclesiastical taxation, Kilfearagh was valued at seven 
marks. Thereafter we can get brief glimpses of the 
ecclesiastical history of the parish through the
Calendars of Papal Registers --  and these glimpses
suggest that the level of religious life was perhaps not 
all it might have been.

Politically Kilfearagh was part of West Corea 
Baiscinn, which was under the control of MacM&hons of 
Carrlgaholt. But sometime in the 15th century a family 
of the MacSweeneys, the famous mercenary soldiers from 
Scotland, came to Kilkee and It was probably at this 
stage that, a castle on a height dominating the western 
side of Kilkee Bay was built. An ancient legal deed 
signed about 1550 by Edmond Roe, son of Gilladuff 
MacSweeney of Kilkee, was published by James Hardiman

1 .  H i s t o r i c a l  B a c k g r o u n d .



in Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy in 1328.
And the Annals of the Four- Masters contain many
references to battles fought by the MacSweeneys on
behalf of the O ’Briens of Thomond and other notables
in Munster. In 1568, for example, we find the same
Edmond, son of Giiladuf'f, acting as constable to Mac
Maurice of Kerry and fighting on his behalf against

SJames FitzMaurice FitzGerald.
In 1588 the parish saw a good deal of hustle and 

bustle as seven Armada ships put In at Carrigaholt, just
9a few miles away, while another foundered in Doonbeg Bay.

Some of the victims of this disaster may have been washed
10ashore at Kilkee as Westropp mentions Armada graves there. 

However, all memory of these seems to have now disappeared. 
Tan years later Teige Caech Maciiahon of Carrigaholt broke 
into revolt, supporting C 1Neill and O ’Donnell. For a time 
he caused some trouble through a blockade of the Shannon 
with a ship which had come into his possession.11 

But in April, 1599, the Earl of Thomond marched into 
West Corea Baiscinn and encamped before Carrigaholt. "The 
property and cattle of the entire country extending from 
Cnoc Doire (Knockerra) to Leim-Choncul&inn were carried 
to him to that camp.” ^  It was probably at this time 
that Teige Caech went north to O ’Donnell In his galley. 
Later he marched south with his leader to Kinsale and In 
the following year was accidentally killed by his own son
at Beare.1*̂ Even before his death his lands in lest 
Corea Baiscinn had already been granted to Daniel O ’Brien, 
brother of the Earl of Thomond.-1" There can be little 
doubt that Teige Caech was supported in his rebellion by

7



many from Kilfear&gh parish. In 1602 we find pardons
being issued to O w e n  and Colla MacSweeney of Kilkee,

15Owen McCahane of Lislanahan and others.
Within another forty years the district was once 

again in a ferment. When rebellion broke out in 1641 
a number of Dutch and. English settlers in Kilrush and 
its vicinity claimed to have been robbed by some of the 
local Irish including Sir Daniel O'Brien of Carrigaholt, 
Charles and Teige Cahane of Termon, Ilurtagh O'Scanlan

16from Eilfearagh and others too, from Kilfearagh parish.
However, within ten years the wheel had turned fully
around and in summer 1651 General Ludlow led his
Cromwellian troops to capture Carrigaholt Castle. On
t h e way, in his own words, "In this extremity of weather
the poor foot were necessitated to wade through a branch
of the sea, near a quarter of a mile over, up to the

17waste (sic) in water." This crossing has been
18located by Westropp at Moyasta.

Although the Cromwellians met with no opposition at 
Carrigaholt, a group of them were attacked by the O'Cahans 
at Kildimo; their commander, Captain Scaff, was killed

1 Qand his head put on one of the gables of Kildimo church. 
Undoubtedly the soldiers had their revenge, though history 
has not recorded it. During their occupation a levy 
was placed on the inhabitants of Clare and quite possibly
the oats which were stored at Kilkee Castle in November

201652, formed part of the payment of this levy.
Not long after the Restoration a new chapter in the 

history of the parish opened with the coming to I C i l k e e  

of the KacDonnells, a branch of the Antrim family.
Daniel MacDonnell may have been the first to settle in



West Glare but his son, James, was much more prominent
21in public affairs. When the struggle for the thrones

of England and Ireland began, most of Ireland rallied to 
James II. The Duke of Tyrconnell called on Irish 
loyalists to take up arms foi* James and It was decided 
that County Clare should supply two regiments. Commissions 
were handed out to the gentlemen of the county, James 
MacDonnell receiving a captaincy in the Dragoons. A 

fellow parishioner, 0wen Cahane of Lisdeen, was appointed 
a lieutenant in the same regiment. Little fame was won 
by Clare's Dragoons in the war which followed. In one 
of its earliest engagements the regiment was nearly cut 
to pieces in an ambush near Lisnaskea and it was the most 
undistinguished of James1 cavalry regiments at the Boyne.22

When the war was over James MacDonnell returned home 
to Kilkee. Owen Cahane, on the other hand, sailed to 
France with the Wild Geese in 1691, dying two year3 later 
at the battle of Marsagiia in Piedmont. Three of ills 
tnlrteen brothers also servsd in the armies of Franco, 
one of them, Thomas, being fatally wounded at Hamillies 
in 1706.23

While the Cahane3 were fighting on the continent 
James MacDonnell was consolidating his position at Eilkeo. 
It is unlikely that he was already a Protestant but he 
must have conformed shortly after the end of the war, thus 
proving his loyalty to the new regime. His patron,
Lord Clare, had left the country and all his lands came 
into the possession of the Crown. In 1693 King William 
bestowed this large estate on one of his fellow countrymen, 

Joost Van Keppel, Earl of Albemarle. Only a fortnight 
later Van Keppel, disposed of his newly acquired property
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to Francis Burton, Nicholas Vies thy and James MacDonnell. 
The sudden 3ale was undoubtedly caused by the currency 

} of a rumour that it was the intention of Parliament to
; revoke grants made by William to Dutchmen -- and, in fact,

a year later a hill for the resumption of forfeited 
estates in Ireland became law. The result was that 
Burton, Westby and MacDonnell had to purchase once again, 
on this occasion paying more than four times the price 
paid to Van Keppel -- £10,161.17.5f as against £2,500.

t

In this way, Burton and MacDonnoil acquired control of
24a large proportion of the land of Xilfearagh parisn.

The MacDonnell family lived in a large house on the
*

western side of Kilkee Bay. It was a sheltered site,
• with the hill to its back, and near the older MacSweeney

Castle. Sean Lloyd described it in 1780 i*"
"The most western seat on this coast is a spacious 

and regular old modell'd house with many out-offices, 
situate on the brink of a delightful bay and a pleasant 
beach, decorated with sandhills and sheltered from the 
Northwest wind."

i

But although the MacDonnells had conformed to the
Established Church they remained Oaelic in sentiment and
provided patronage for many well known Clare poets of
the first half of the 13th century -- Andrew and Hugh
McCurtain, Sean de hOra of Doonaha, John Hartney of

26Kilkee and others. Hugh McCurtain wrote of a quarrel
27which he had with Charles MacDonnell, son of James:'’

f



A Dia laidirj is mor an dadlle agas an dithceille 
dham fein nar thuigeas gur maith an teacht am 
eagmuis do bhi ag Samhairle Mac Domhnaill, agas a 
liadhact saoith oirdhearc oxle re gach ealadhain do ¡1 

bhi iona thimchioll, agas fos, mar bharr ar gach 
aineochain,' fos me d ’fhanmhuin ar sgeird Breacain 
go- minic fa theirce high agas digh, airgiod agas 
eadach, agas gan dul ameasg u&isle agas oirfidighe 
Ghille-Caoi mar a hhfhadhainn ol agas aoihhneas, 
ceolta agas cluithchidhe. *

In 1764 Kilkee suffered a grievous loss when Charles 
MacDonnell, son of the Charles already mentioned, moved

/  * r T**- ~

OQto Newhall, near Ennis. His widowed mother, Isabel,
however, remained at the Kilkee house. After her death
at a very advanced age in 1788, it ceased to be occupied

29by the MacDonnells and slowly fell into ruin. When the
town of Ivilkee was being built, it was knocked and the
stones used to erect new houses.^

The departure of Charles MacDonnell meant that there
was no resident landlord in Kilfearagh parish. The
Burton properties in West Clare were divided during the
1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  th e  K i l f e a r a g h  p o r t i o n  o f  th em  came u n d e r

the control of the Conyngham family who were absentees.
Most of their property they kept under their direct
control. However, in 1793 a large tract of wild land
on the eastern side of the Bay of Kilkee was leased to
the Studderts of Clonderlaw. These built a residence
there, Atlantic Lodge —  one of the many houses which were
sonn to be built around the bay by the Studderts and 

3 1others. Although the Studderts. were merely middlemen



choir presence did provide some people of standing in 
the parish shortly after the death of Isabel MacDonnell.

On the religious front the 13th century was a rather 
trying time. Owing to a shortage of priests Kilfearagh 
parish was united vdth Its northern neighbour, Kiliard, 
and Daniel Gorman was registered a3 P.P. in 1704.
In March 1712 we find nim in Ennis Gaol in company with 
many other priests. But he must have been released 
shortly afterwards becaxise on 13 May, William Butler,

32High Sheriff of Go. Clare, v/rote of him and sou3 others.
I believe it would be easier at this tyme to ketch 
soe many wolfes or foxes than those priests, their 
being twelve presented as -mentioned in ray laste 
for saying Mass contrary to the Statute.

ilaing In the early 18th century. '̂3



At the beginning of the 19th century the parish of
Kilfearagh was a wild virtually inaccessible area on the
west coast of Clare, much of it bogland and little visited
by strangers. Dutton in 180S makes no mention of a

36seaside village, but a map made in the year 1811 does
mark a tiny village of ''Killqui'1. However, these houses
were situated between a quarter and half a mile from the

37present town on the Carrigaholt Road. In the immediate
area around Kilkee Bay there was little more than extensive
sandhills —  apart from Atlantic Lodge on the east side
and the MacDonneil residence on the west. Writing nearly
sixty years later Br. Sylvester Malone described the 

38
3cene:

Nothing could have been more cheerless than thisi
tract of land, bordered by large heaps of sand 
accumulating for ages. The sand had been driven 
by the wind inland from the shore, so that at a 
distance of a half mils from the sea one waded ankle 
deep in It. Within the memory of hundreds still 
living, the several sandhills served as the goal 
and starting point of a race-course, and the nature 
and severity of the heats were measured by the
number of sandhills encircled in zh e course....
Unless when the people met occasionally for amusement 
at the sandhills, there was no trace of human life.

But even before the end of the 13th century a few 
visitors were already making the journey to Kilkee.
In 1793, five years after the death of Isabel MacDonneil,

2• The Beginnings of Kilkee Town.
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we find Kilkee House being advertised in the Banis
39Chronic3-e as available for the bathing season. And

the kidnapping of a young girl with a subsequent success
ful vies tern-style pursuit giv©3 us a glimpse of the

40
possible hazards of sea-bathing in lest Glare in 1794.

The earliest visitors probably journeyed from
Limerick on the turf-boats which were continually on the
move between Kilrush a.nd that port. Then in 1312,
Mr.Paterson of Kilrush started the first regular boat-
service between Kilrush and Limerick and in 1313 he put

41a second boat on the river. But regular sailings
did not necessarily mean regular arrivals in the day3 of
sail, and these ships, if they encountered a dead calm,
could sometimes spend two whole days without making any
progress. Nevertheless, by 1816 Kilkee had so progressed
that it v/as described in that year a3 a village,
"remarkable for a fine bathing strand and many neat

42saltwater lodges.
By 1813 we find a steam packet plying between Limerick 

43and Kilrush. This initial venture was not a very 
successful one a3 it was found that the steamer was unable 
to proceed against the tide when there was a strong head 
wind. After a. short time it v/as withdrawn from service

A Aand broken up. It was not until 1829 that a steam
service was placed on a regular basis. Thereafter, with
the exception of the summer of 1331, when the steamer was
withdrawn, visitors to Kilkee could travel in the most

45uptodate manner as far as Kilrush.
In 1321 Kilkee had a population of 4G9 and ten year3 

later the figure had more than doubled to slightly over
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reflected the growing popularity of the town as a
holiday resort. Advertisements such as the following

46had by now begun to appear in the local newspapers.'

Kilkee Boarding House 
Margaret Shannon 

Most respectfully Informs her friends and the public 
that she has made such arrangements a3 will enable 
her to accommodate a select number of lodgers for 
the season. Exclusive of the advantages of being 
situated quite near the water, they will find such 
attention paid as to render her house equal to a 
private residence. Well-aired beds and the most 
unremitting exertion to procure every delicacy of 
the season will, she trusts, ensure her a continuance 
of that patronage she has already received from the 
highly respectable ladies and gentlemen who have 
honoured her house with a preference.

During the thirties the number of lodges available 
for visitors continued to grow, while those already in 
use were constantly being improved. And, undoubtedly, 
these improvements were very necessary a3 in the earliest 
lodges only the bare necessities were provided.
Fr. Malone has described the process of improvement for us:

The profit from the lodge in each year was laid out 
on its enlargement or improvement, in one season 
the clay floor gave way to the boarded one. In 
another, the chinks through which the crannying wind

a thousand. This rapidly increasing population only
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crept were stopped with plaster. By-and~by, the 
front was rough-cast, or divided off with a trowel 
into block-work. The profits of another season 
were devoted to papering the bedrooms. Instead of 
placing the fire on a stone in mid floor a cast-iron 
grate was procured. Instead of awnings to catch the 
falling soot, a nice ceiling was attempted. Instead 
of the small four-paned immovable sash, there 
succeeded a large window on pivots, admitting a flood
of light and air into the apartments  The
knocker replaced the latch; the brass knob and 
patent lock replaced the hasp, secured by a piece of
wood and the cumbrous wickerwork for the
emission of smoke gave way to the graceful mitered 
chimneys.

Although, for the most part, new lodges were erected 
in definite patterns, this was not the case on the sea
front in the eastern part of the town where an occasional
lodge was built now and again with resultant architectural

48disorder. A visitor in 1835 wrote: ’’You have the
pleasure of the front of your house looking into the 
rare (sic) of your neighbour, where you must of necessity 
be a witness to the most private occupations of his 
domestics.” And a reporter referred to it in 1349 saying: 
"In some places you would imagine there had been a volcanic 
eruption." Although not as obvious at the present day, 
traces of this irregular building are still noticeable 
on tne Strand Line.





First of all a description of the town, the 
population of which in 1841 was 1,481 -- very much the 
same as 125 years later. However, the appearance of 
Kilkee then was very much different from at present. The 
town had grown out of the sandhills and those which remain
ed were the only barrier between sea and houses for much 
of the seafront. And when the west wind blew over the 
dry sand, it came in towards the houses in clouds 
penetrating every nook and cranny.

The ,sandy streets, too, provided another reminder of
Kilkee's origins. Except for the principal ones, they

50
were left "just as nature intended them" and in wet
weather the mud accumulated to such an extent that, were
it not for the fresh Atlantic breeze, the stench would 

51be intolerable.
On the eastern edge of the town stood Atlantic Lodge 

and below; it, near the present Boat House, was the Bath 
House, the property cf Jonas Studdert, where visitors 
could take a warm bath of seawater pumped up from the sea. 
In the 18301s it had a monopoly but in 1840 Hugh Hogan 
opened his Baths which were better eqtiipped and more 
centrally situated on Iiew York Terrace (part of modern 
Strand Line}.

The greater part of the townspeople lived in the 
section enclosed by Temperance Road (O'Connell St.),
New York Terrace and Francis St.(Grattan St.). Within 
this area there were very many houses, in rows almost at 
right angles to Francis Street, stretching down towards 
the sea and covering the present market Square site.

3. The Parish in 1841.
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0#uite a number of these houses were in very poor
condition —  "unseemly hovels" a3 they were later

52described —  and in the early 186G’s they were the 
scene of wholesale evictions when the landlord, (the 
Marquess Qonyngham) decided on demolishing them.

Francis Street was the principal street of the town 
and contained almost every variety of shop one could 
desire -- a medical hall, a lace and hosiery ware-room, 
a shop which sold calico, linen etc., a shoe warehouse, 
five bakeries, a confectionery, a meal and flour shop, 
a grocery, wine and spirit stores and a fishing tackle 
warehouse. In the same street one could visit a publican, 
a victualler, a painter and glazier, a stuccoman, a stone
cutter, a shoemaker and an apothecary. It also contained 
the local dispensary, a hotel, the Kilkee Loan fund Society 

Office, Billiard Rooms and a Jaunting Gar Establishment. 
Francis Street was also the site of an open-air market 
where apples, fish, meat, vegetables, eggs, etc., were on 
sale. In the adjoining Temperance Road a hunter, a 
nailer, a shoemaker, a tailor and habit-maker and a dress- 
maker had their premises. Circular Road was still 
twenty years in the future, being as yet open fields.

As the visitor left Temperance Road and turned to his 
left towards Albert Road (C*Curry Street) Paddy Roan's 
grocery establishment with its bright red colour was on 
his right. The aspect of it most likely to catch his 
attention was a sign depicting Daniel O'Connell, in groen 
coat and yellow trousers, presenting a .shamrock "of 
marvellous dimensions" to King George IV. The king was

•Ly •- i *  ̂ * »■ . 4 !■ t i *1 »1 I i *.
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clad In an ermine robe clinging to him "very much after
the fashion of a wet bathing suit," with a crown on his

54head and a sceptre in his hand.
Albert Road in 1841 was still very much in process

of growth. On the landward side it was fairly well
lined with private houses but 021 the side nearer the
sea very few had as yet been erected and the portion of
the modern Strand Line between it and the sea did not
¡yet exist, apart from a few isolated lodges. In any
case, it was probably not very safe to build near the
sea in this area as there was no sea wall to act as a
barrier to the inroads of high seas in winter, if they
did not dissipate themselves on the sandhills. After
a very high tide In March I860, the Freeman? s Journal 

55reported:
Al&getfven the incoming flood did not equal the 

expectation of the natives, who, on a similar report 
soiae years since, retreated Inland with their effects 
several miles at the suggestion of their worthy priest

At the beginning of Marine Parade there was a "neat 
56stone bridge" linking the fashionable lest End with

the older portion of the town. Behind Marine Parade,
St. Senan’s Well provided drinking water for the people,
while clothes were also washed nearby. It had as well
a religious significance for the people of the area.
A little further on was the Coastguard Boathouse on the

57site of the modern West End Stores.
From the Boathouse back, the West End wa3 only In 

process of development in 1841 and there were no houses 
beyond about the modern Clar Eallagh. Farther back the 
quarry was in full production, providing materials for
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buildfrg. Beyond it the road finally petered out near 
the ancient pond, known as Lady Isabella’s Pond. 
possibly called after Isabel MacDonnell, the last of that 
family to live in Kilkee.

So much for Kilkee tom. The rural part of the

parish had a bleak treeless appearance, dotted with little
cabins and divided up into tiny patches of potato ground.

Its population in 1841 was 5,656. However, many of the
people resident in Kilkee also had little plots of ground
outside the town. The population density of thejrural
part of the parish was 367 per square mile; of the

58parish as a whole, 463. These figures wore very high, 
even by Irish standards, for a non-industrial population. 
But the magnitude of the overcrowding is only fully 
grasped when one realizes that a large tract of land 
along the edge of the cliffs was uninhabitable and useless 
for cultivation, while further inland there was a large 
area of bog. Again, in the vicinity of the tidal 
Poulnasherry Bay a good deal of land was liable to flood
ing.

In the pages which follow we will try to build up 
a general picture of the lives of the people of the 
parish in the twelve years oefore the Famine -- how they 
worked, how they worshipped, what their houses were like, 
what they ate, etc. Vie will also see the very different 
kind of life which went on in Kilkee town during the 
summer months and how it affected the people of the parish. 
Finally, we will trace the collapse of the world these 
people had known in the terrible disaster of the Great 
Famine.



CHAPTER TWO 

MEANS OF LIVELIHOOD (1)

LANDED AND LANDLESS

I. Landlords and Middlemen

The chief landlords in the parish in 1834 were 
John iviacDonnsll and the second Marquess Conyngham, 
descendants of two of the early eighteenth century 
purchasers of Lord Glare's estates. The Marquess 
Conyngham, as we saw, had legjsed portion of his 
property to the Studdert family and it was on this 
that the eastern and oldest part of Kilkee was built.

The residents of this part of Kilkee, then, had no 
direct dealings with the landlord. Outside the town 
Marcus Keane performed the office of agent for 
Conyngham during the Famine period and for some years 
previous to it. Although a learned man and an 
authority in his day on the round towers of Ireland, he 
was to acquire a reputation in West Clare which was not 
even rivalled by that of Cromwell. This unenviable 
reputation was gained by his severity towards tenants in 
the years 1847-51, his proselytizing activities in the 
Carrigaholt - ICLlbaha area in the 1850's, and by the 
ma3s evictions which he carried out In Kilkee in the 
I8601a (after the Studdert lease had run out).

Although the Marquess Conyngham showed i slight 
interest in the development of the town of Kilkee, he 
visited his estates only very infrequently, John 
MacDonnsll, on the other hand, ’'/as a frequent visitor to
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the town and was very actively concerned in the 
development of the West End.

MacDonnell and Conynghaa were the principal land
lords in Kilfearagh parish hut there were also others 
of lesser importance. Among the more prominent of 
these was Colonel Vandeleur of Kilrush (one of the few- 
resident landlords in West Clare) who had a large estate
in the Kilrush area, one which also included Moyasta 

1townland. At Lisdeen the proprietor was the famous
0fGorman Mahon (non-resident), whose estates here passed
into the hands of a receiver during the Famine period.

As the more important landlords were non-resident

they had very little direct dealings with their tenants.
Yet, there was surprisingly little agrarian unrest.
In 1316, with a slump following a boom during the
Napoleonic Wars, there was some trouble and again in
1831-2 with the Terry Alts. At this latter period in
Co. Clare there was a greater reluctance on the part of
many landholders toAgive potato gardens to the poor at

2fairly reasonable terms. The reaction to this wa3 an
agrarian secret society, the Terry Alts, which was the

3cause of many outrages. However, although there was
4some trouble in Kilfearagh parish, on the whole it was 

regarded as very peaceable compared with other parts of 
Clare. But comparative absence of agrarian outrages 
did not mean that the tenants were perfectly satisfied 
with their lot. From the time of the Clare election of 
1328 when the tenants voted for O’Connell against their
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masters ’ wishes, the .landlords were very little Lnelined
to give lease3 and by 1344 moat tenants merely held

5their lands from year to year. This was clearly an
unsatisfactory position for the tenants, who were anxious
to obtain leases at their current rent. And while leases
were withheld they had little incentive to improve their 

6holdings.

2. Farmers
Size of Farms and Subdivision:

Nowadays a farm of about thirty acres is classed as 
small and only marginally viable. But in 1347 Captain 
Robert Mann, a coastguard employed on famine relief at

7Kllrush, could write of "strong farmers'' of 20 - 30 acres, 
and Jonas Studdert of Kilkee informed the Devon Commission 
that the tenant of over twenty acres became himself a

3middleman.
What then was the avergge size of a farm in 

Kilfearagh parish before the Famine? The field 
structure at present shows that a very large amount of 
consolidation has taken place even though the average 
farm is still scarcely 30 acres. The documentary 
evidence available clarifies the picture for us. Giving 
evidence before a committee inquiring into the state of 
Ireland in 1824 Major George Warburton said that the 
tnree vies tern baronies of Clare appeared almost as a 
continued village because they were so studded with 
cottages and divided into small gardens. The land, accord
ing to him, was divided into the smallest portions
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Those who possessed the very smallest of these holdings,
however, would not he classed as farmers hut as labourers,
because, having only a tiny little potato patch, they had
to supplement their income hy offering their services to

others. With regard to farmers, properly so called, in
1344 Jonas Studdert said that the average size of farms
in Kilrush Poor Law Union was from 3even to ten acres,

10though they varied from throe to a hundred.
The condition of the small farmers in the Kilkee-

Kilrush area was "very low, and not getting better"
11in 1844. But this should not surprise ’as very much.

It has been calculated that somewhat more than seven acres
1 2of land were necessary to provide a living. ~ But this 

calculation was based on average land so that in Vv'est Glare 
the figure would certainly be higher in most cases. 
the entire tendency in pre Famine times was not towards 
bigger but towards smaller farms through repeated 
subdivision.

Originally this subdivision had been encouraged when

the 40/- freeholders had a vote, because the greater the
number of tenants a landlord had on his estate, the
greater the number of votes he could hope to corner.
Even after the loss of the vote by the 40/- men after
Catholic Emancipation the tradition of subdivision
continued on up to Famine times, though it was frowned

1-3on now by the landowners. It \va3 also the only
alternative to emigration, which wa3 not yet in any way 
widespread in West Clare. As well as reducing the general 
living standard of farmers, subdivision had a further

imaginable though the average was one to two acres each.
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effect -- it meant that there were fewer big farms and
therefore fewer farmers capable of giving employment 

14to others. As a result, even though the number of
labourers was growing, there was less employment
available from year to year and there was very little
seasonal migration from Clare in comparison with counties

15farther up the western seaboard.
Subdivision in Kilfearagh parish us'ually took place

in the following manner. Vihen the father of a family
found himself failing -- and this occurred on the approach
of sixty with the two acre men and others in similar 

16circumstances -- he divided the farm, such as it wa3,

among his children, keeping, perhaps, some small part
with a cabin for his owi use. Or, alternately, he might
go to live with the youngest son, an arrangement which
did not always work out, as one small cottier remarked in 

171834.
This is a bad practice for they often quarrel, 
and twice I have known the old father to be 
bundled out of the house by the daughter-in-law, 
who has much influence over the son, and 
frequently finds the old man in the way.

Yet, despite the difficulties involved this v-as the 
only system of social security at the time (1834), 
though shortly afterwards the workhouse was to provide 
a disagreeable alternative. The children might find ic 
difficult to provide for their parents but they could 
also see that one day they would be in the same position 
themselves. James ulcivlahon, a labourer from Kilt'earagh
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parish, told the 1834 inquiry commissioners chat ne was
supporting his father who was 78 years old. "Many a
time I am hard pressed to get him tobacco, and a rag to

cover his nakedness; as for the food, he always shares
whatever is going with us, and that, thank God, we are

18able to give him." And the same would be true of
the small farmers.

RENT;

The average rent for land varied from 15/- to 30/-
per acre, but occasionally somqVery poor land might be 

19only 10/-. Some landlords demanded payment when the
rent became due but most observed the custom of the

20"hanging gale". This meant chat a tenant had not to
pay his first six months ’ rent until nearly a year had.
elapsed, e.g., the rent for the six months previous to
1st May was not asked for until October. As a result he

was always six months in arrears and sometimes even
longer, as the poorer tenants could not always paj* at the
appointed time and some owners and middlemen were not
inclined to press them. Jonas Studdert would expect a
large tenant to be prompt but would allow greater latitude 

21
to the smaller.

Vihen faced with a demand for rent which he had no 
means of paying, a tenant would probably first of all try 
to get a loan from the bank in Kilrush. Being insolvent 
himself he would, have to get the backing of someone with 
means. If he had a friend to do ohis for him the loan 
could be got at o% plus stamp duty. If he had no friend, 
no might still be able to get someone to go security who 
would charge for his services at a rat© of interest equal



12/¿. This was high but yet much preferable to the
alternative recourse to one of the local usurers v/hose
rate of interest would be 20/, 30/ or even sometimes as 

23high as 50/. With such a high rate of interest the
borrower would be hard put to pay it so that the principal
stall remained intact.

When a tenant failed to pay his rant the usual
procedure adopted by the landlord was to impound his stock,
if he had any. The tenant was then forced to raise the
money by some means or ether under threat of having his
stock sold. When he finally paid it, his stock was 

24returned, probably very -much the worse of Laving spent
a week in the pound in the middle of v/inter. To add to
his troubles he glso had to pay pound fees -- 3d or 4d
a day for each cow -- and the cost of hiring the men who

25had driven the cattle to the pound. This method of 
enforcing payment of rent was becoming less common in 
1844 when notices of ejectment were becoming much more

j 26frequent. This is not altogether surprising as many 
tenants would have had little or no stcclc.

With regard to the various ways in which land was 
hela we have already seen that in the years after 1829 
the number of lease-holders declined. The bolding of 
land in conacre was very common but the people chiefly 
involved here were labourers and we will return to this 
when dealing with them. The rúndale system had declined

<p n
to a large extent in West Glare by the 1840!s, though 
it is probable that some farms at l^ast were still held 
in this manner in Kiifearagh parish. Under the rúndale

to. that of the bank.- > Thus the tenant would now be paying



system a farm was held in common by a number- of tenants 
and divided,up so that each "received a portion of the 
different qualities of ground,' good, bad and medium,

OQ
that the property contained."

PRODUCE:

In West Clare most of the farms were engaged in
‘ 20

tillage and in 1844 the number of dairy farms was declining 
This was a trend which was to be reversed after the Famine 
as the population declined and the size of farms increased

-, - ~ 1 * , , ’* f *
and particularly so after 186C. In the 1840’s even where
cows were kept very little provision was mode for feeding

' ' 30them inside in the winter. And, in fact,.about three
3 l  -quarters of the farmers had no ccv/s of their own.

With regard to the produce of thiesb Clare farms,
' '' i .

Capt. Harm has described the situation on the eve of the
v " '  5 2Famine:

> - ■
* F

Agriculture was at that period In a very neglected
i  '  - t

state, wheat, barley and oats -- with potatoes as the 
sole food of the poor -- being the produce. Of 
the first very little was produced, and that not 
good in. quality; barley s. larger proportion and 
good; oats much greater, "but inferior for milling 
purposes. Various reasons were given for the
inferiority of produce -- the quality of the land\
and deteriorated seed being the causa generally 
assigned; but I would say that the population being 
content with, and relying on the produce of the 
potato as food, which had with very few exceptions, 
hitherto proved abundant, there was a general neglect 
and want of any attempt at improvement.



Green crops were all but unknown, except here and 
there, a little turnip or mangel wurzel in the garder 
or field of the better class, the former scarcely 
to be purchased. Even the potatoes were tilled in 
the easiest way, in beds called ’lazy beds’ not in 
drills, so that the hoe might, in a very short time, 
clear the weeds and lighten the soil.

The oats and barley were exported to England in large
quantities from Kilrush, which was then a thriving port.
And cargoes also included consignments of beans, a crop

33not mentioned by Captain Mann. Most people, too, kept
a pig which was for many of them ’’the gentleman who paid
the rent”. This was the case not only with farmers but
also with some town dwellers. A visitor to Kilkee in
1840 has left us a graphic description of the interior cf
a one-rooraed house in the town which included a shop,
kitchen and bedroom -- and in one corner the inevitable
pig, grunting contentedly amid baskets of turf and barrels 

34of herrings. The pigs, when fattened, 'were shipped
by steamer from Kilruoh to Limerick -- and we can get some
idea of the extent of this trade from the consignment of

35900 pigs sent in this way in early January 1842.
As well as the live shipment of pigs from Kilrush they

36were also exported as bacon to London and elsewhere.
Many farmers earned a few extra shillings by keeping

hens and selling the eggs. Hugh Hogan of Kilkee was the
first businessman in ’Vest Clare to deal in eggs on a
large scale but he was soon followed by others and by
1342 there was a considerable export business in eggs

37from the port of Kilrush to Liverpool and Bristol.

2 4
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FARMING METHODS:

Captain Mann was, as we nave seen, quite critical
of farming methods in &est Clare. And this criticism
was corroborated by the evidence of some of the larger
farmers before the Devon Commission. Jonas Studdort
testified that drainage was very little attended to
except on gentlemen's demesnes and that the same was

38true of the rotation of crops. Benjamin Cox of
Clarefield, near liilrush, agreed with him on both these 

39points. However, one improvement at least had taken
place. There had been no burning of land since the mid 

40thirties. This was done in order* to have the ashes
as manure, but when repeated it could result in the
eventual destruction of the soil, leaving oh3y sand and 

41gravel.* in West Clare the landlords took legal
42proceedings to put a stop to it, with success. In any 

case it was scarcely very necessary in Eilfearagh perish 
a3 sesweed vas readily available -- though Jonas Studderb 
was of the opinion that its use was highly detrimental 
except on bogs. He also deplored the fact that the 
making of animal manure inco proper heaps seemed tc be 
quite unknown.xv/

Seaveed, then, was the chiof and for* nany che only 
manure. And the harvesting of it in Iiilkee Bay was 
quite a big undertaking. In early summer canoeo went 
out to cut it away from the rocks and thaabring 3ome of 
it ashore, while more of it was tied together in great 
bundles and these floated in with the tide. In the 
shallow water by the strand men and women helped to lead 
the seaweed into carts, at times standing with the "-ater
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up to their waists, riot all, no.;ever, were fortunate
enough to have carts. Ii many cases the women carried

44
tho seaweed in baskets on their backs. Apart from
the general harvesting of seaweed, if a poor fermer
wanted some for his plot of potatoes he nad to wait uni: 11
a storm arose which would wrench the weod from the rocks.
Then it was not unknown for such men to spend the whole
of a night in the water at tho height of a storm in order
to secure the portions of seaweed Ahich cane in with the 

45
tide.

In the carl’' 1840's tho right of the people to take
the seaweed in this manner without the .landlords'
permission "as disputed, not only an r:lkoe rut also in
other pierces along the Glare coast. Then, in mid march
1843, hundreds of men, wouen and children proceeded to
liilkee strand in a body and removed the seaweed, thus
assertjng, their right.' The opinion of the holieircr

47
General was sought and proved favourable to the landlords

The legal right to seaweed found between high
and low water mark is prima facie in the Jrovn...
It may, however, and frequently does, belong to
the owner of the adjacent land; it may bo his,
either as having beer, errresslj grontoi to him
by tho Crown, the ori0vnal owner; or by usage
and exercise of right, .-orrsntjug tho presm.prior
of such a grant.....

Eut another legal opinion pointed our t._ai the magistrate
had no power to convict if the seaweed vas taken from

4Sbelow 3o"' rater mark.
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matters to a head at this time and nothing further was
done until about ten years later. This may not have been
due to any benevolent feeling on their part but to a fear
that the people might retaliate by removing the sand in
large quantities from the beaches at Kilkee and elsewhere.
And there was a real danger of this. In the early part
of the century the farmers of the neighbourhood drew sand

from Kilkee sandhill^ for their land and some had clauses
49in their leases allowing them to do this. However, it

is doubtful If this continued on a very large scale after
Kilkee had gained prominence a3 a holiday resort. In
1843 the removal of sand was prohibited and the police
helped to implement this. But for a while it looked as

if the people might assert what they believed to be their
traditional right in a mass demonstration. The Limerick

50Chronicle commented:

Great fears a.re entertained that an attack on the 
beautiful strand will also be made, which if bereft 
of the sand would ruin Kilkoo as a bathing-place.

Six months later, in September, two men wore convicted and 
fined at Kilrush Petty Sessions for removing sand from 
the beach at Kilkee.^

3. LABOURERS:

The continual subdivision of the land had the result, 
as we have seen, of lessening the labourers1 prospects of 
employment. Luring the winter months, from November to 
iiarch, there was little work available, except perhaps for 
a snort period in January when the v/hoat was sown. At the

The landlords do not appear to have attempted to bring

V
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set, the prospects were hatter. And from May to
September or harvest time (when demand for labour was
strongest) there was a chance of at least an occasional 

52job. According to Rev. Mr. iftiitty, Rector of Xilrush
and Kilfearagh, few labourers in the west of Glare v.ere 
in constant employment in the mid 1830’s and their

53average earnings would be only about £10 per annum.

But even this figure seems a bit high as they would get
54no more than 8d - lOd a day without food.° And wages

55could be as low as 5d.
Some labourers depended entirely on their earnings

and it was of these that Fr. Comyn, P.t. of Kilfearagh
56and Hillard,,was thinking when he saidj "A labourer's

wages do not give nim more than the worst and most
unwholesome kind of potatoes; and, therefore, it is quite
impossible for him to save." In fact such a man was
doing quite well if he could provide a minimum of food
and shelter for his wife and family. If he fcund himself
without money or food he might borrow some potatoes from
a farmer and then pay them back by giving his labour 

57in exchange.

Most labourers in Kilfearagh parish were not entirely
dependent on their wages as they also had ^little coxxacre.
This was a contract by which they were given the use cf
a portion of land zo grow one crop a¿ways potatoes --
and these potatoes provided a year’3 food for zro
labourer and his f a m i l y .  The rent for conacre in ’'eat

5BClare was from tA - £8 an acre but such rents were not 
regarded as too great by the Devon Commission. If the

end of March and in early April, when tl e potatoes were



crop di6 well, the conacre-man could look forward hopefully
to the coming year. If the crop failed he was ruined,
burdened with a rent he could not pay and without food for
his family. Some farmers gave small plots to labourers
whom they had in employment and in return demanded a
number of days' work in the week. Oapt. Mann has

59described such contracts for us?

A cottage and s small portion of land, generally 
one-quarter to one-half an acre, which the tenant 
had to manure and till, was valued at a certain 
sum ss rent and paid for by a number of days work, 
estimated at 6d or 8d per day with potatoes for 
meals - (I have neard the value put even lower) - 
tnis worK continued generally from spring until 
about November, leaving the rcan a very little time 
to till and dig his own land.

In general the condition of the labourers was ratter
miserable. They married young because v a.1 ting would rot-
better their position and their children would be a prop

60to them in old age. In fact, their cniidren were one
of the few consolations they had in life. James McMahon,

to whom we have referred earlier, summed up their position 
61in 1834:

Vie are worked harder and worse treated than the 
slaves in the colonies. I understand tnar they are 
taken care of by tneir masters «hen they are sick or 
old. When we are sick, we must die on the road, if 
the neighbours do not help us. When we are old, we 
must go out to beg, if the you'-'g ones cannot help us, 
and that wilt soon happen with us all; we arc gettln&
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worse and 'versa every day, and the landlords are kicking 
us out of every little holding T’je have. This last day 
28 families ware put oat, and next Hay I am sure there 
will he as many again within five miles of Kilkse; and 
if something 13 not done for those who are turned out 
upon the world without a rag on their hacks, God knows 
v7hat will happen this country.' ft'hon we suffer ail those 
hardships, is it wonderful our spirits should be bi’oken 
d07vn: tnat we should grow gray, and give up the sparl:
at 38 or 60?

4. Beggars;
At the bottom of the social scale in the pari3h came

the beggars, and very man̂ r of these were to be mot with
in Ivilkee, particularly during the summer months. During
the off-season there were generally about one hundred
strolling beggars moving about in the parish, while during
the months of June, July and August these increased to

two hundred. As one xnan remarkedi "They follow the
62quality."

liany of the beggars came from Kerry in June and July,
when their old potatoes had been exhausted and the new

63potatoes were not yet fit for digging. In 1334 some
felt that these were attracted by the distribution of a 
collection taken at the Catholic church, which amounted to 
about £7 annually.. Thi3 money was doled out among the poor, 
mainly beggars, and the claimants for It became so numerous 
that a regulation was made requiring them to promise a 
certificate signed by 'respectable people’, stating that they 
nad come to Kilxee for the purpose ox curing tneir complaints

(
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by the seaside. Protestant visitors also helped tnrough

65
collections for the poor in their church.

Apart from the .email cot: ai era, who were usually
represented by their women and children, "weavers and other
such workers were most prominent among the beggars.
Gentlemen's servants also came now and again trying to
get aid from their former masters. "These are in general

observed to be great cheats, and frequenters of punch- 
6 6 .houses." This influx of beggars was groatly facilitated

by the fact that poor people in general were given free
67passage on the steamer from Limerick to Kilx’ush.

The parish of Kilfearagh itself had only four native 
beggars operating within its confines in 1334. Two of 
tneae were too old to work, the other two were disabled, 
in no instance had they relatives or friends to support 
them. 68

The large influx of beggars was not resented by the
people of the parish. Certainly, the poorer people gave
lodging freely to them, saying, as Miss Knott,a visitor
to Kilkee in 1335, romarxed; "In lodging beggars,they

69serve the Lord." They also ga"9 freely in so far as
they xvere able. As one poor beggsrman put it with regard
to clothes; "I am sure there is not a farmer that wonld

70not give the beggar clothes if they had them to spare.
The usual relief given vas potatoes, though in harvest-time 
they might get: a handful of corn or o little '‘"lax-seed.
The small farmers liad little money to give even though the 
beggars would have preferred thac. " a would rather get 
the money, because it Is easier to carry than a bag of 
potatoes ; and how can we do without tobacco' And how can
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active beggar could collect three stone of potatoes in a
day. In summer he could get enough to eat —  and when
he had anything left over he could sell it to buy tobacco

A rather striking aspect of all this question was the*
the beggars were very largely helped by people little bate
off than themselves. Where a rich man was concerned his
servant disposed of the beggar. The poor, however, receive
him with the hospitality for which they became justly
famous. Fr. Gurry, Catholic curate in Itilkee in 1334,
commented; "The poor labourer and cabin-hoider will not
consider whether he will have enough for himself and Camllv
tomorrow before he gives today; neither do they think that
they will have more by withholding from the beggar,” while
Patrick Kennedy, a small farmer, added; "It is <*. great
doiight to me to hear the beggar say good prayers in honour 

73of my soul.” Fear of being cursed by the "boccoughs”,
the old professional beggars, also had some influence

74•with the women.
When plying tholr trade the beggars were always dressed

in rags, though it was remarked that they of-can appeared at
Mass on Sundays with good clothes. Those with sores ere
usually unwilling to have them attended to, in the experienc''
of dr. Ryall, dispensary doctor at Kixkoe during the 1330's.
The reason for this was that the presence of cho sores

75invited compassion.
The practice of oegging, then, was fairly lucrative, 

even thougn a difficult, occupation at limes, .mid the 
Commissioners of Inquiry in 1854 were 30 Improved by the 
success of the beggars that they attached th° following

71we get that without money? However, in November an



note to the evidence given before them.
The Assistant Commissioners beg leave to observe, 
that it has appeared in their various examinations, 
that the order of things is S o  reversed, and that 
the condition of every description of labourer is 
so inferior to that of the regular beggar, that it
is unnecessary to say more than that a direct premium
is held out, in this part of the country, for 
mendicancy, and that It is only astonishing that 
every man has not long since thrown doTO his spade 
and gone to beg.

At times, however, the people paid for their
generosity to the beggars, especially in the matter of
giving shelter. If the beggars weve not themselves
infected they were frequently carriers of infection and
doubtlessly left it behind them after their stay.
An Act of 1819 gave magistrates power to apprehend
vagrants during the existence of contagious diseases,
and to cause their persons and apparel to be cleansed,

77but little was done to enforce it.
Some beggars, too, were lacking in honesty and

frequently helped themsolves to clothes which people had
placed in the open air to dry after washing. On this topic

73Jarnes hcmanon. told the Commissioners;
X

It was only the other day that I let a decentisb 
looking fellow come into my house near the roadsj.de, 
and lay down his wi3p of straw near the fire, which 
v/as the best place ray poor cabin could afford him; 
and I will tell you what ho did for this kindness;



he robbed me of a new pair of shoe3, the only ones 
I had been able to buy for the last nine months 
by my little savings, and the shirt ''hioh 1 had put 
out to go clean to mass the next day (Sunday), was 

also missing.

Before leaving this topic one should point out that a
very fine distinction was made bet'.een beggars and
’askers1. Old people who were destitute went among their

neighbours and were given a meal here and there. These
were not regarded as beggars but as 'askers1. However,
this was at times the first step towards becoaming regular

79beggars, not at home but in soma strango parish. Bat 
very often family pride prevented people who were in dire 
straits from taking up begging as an occupation, even 

though it would have greatly improved their condition. 
"These old people," said Rev. Mr. Murray, Protestant 
evirate of Kilfearagh, "would rather die than have 1t said 
that they entailed disgrace on their families, by becoming 
regular beggars."
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CHAPTER THREE 

MEANS OP LIVELIHOOD (2)

SEA AND BOG etc.

1. Sea

a)FISHERMEN;

In the 1820's Gerald Griffin wrote that It was 
generally believed in Kilkee that the fishermen of the 
district had at one time frequently lit fires on the cliffs 
to tempt storm-hit vessels near the dangerous rocks.*
By the early 19th century this lucrative business was a 
thing of the past but the fishermen of West Clare had 
another sideline, smuggling. In Mason's Parochial Survey 
of Ireland (1816) it was recommended that military should

l abe permanently stationed in Kilrush to prevent it.
The following extract from the Clare Journal of 5 March, 
1807 gives some idea of what went on:

For several days past detachments of the Longford 
Militia have been employed on Revenue duty in 
different parts of the county in consequence of a 
smuggling vessel having landed a cargo of Tobacco 
and Brandy in the west of the county a few days ago 
and which is instantly removed as soon as landed and 
generally carried off to the neighbouring counties.

Undoubtedly some of the local lishermen took part in 
- and benefited from this illegal trafficking. However, by 

1834 the establishment of coastguard outposts along the 
Clare coast, including one at Kilkee, had almost completely 
put an end to it. Yet, there may have been an occasional 
landing even still. In August, 1841, the Clare Journal 
reported that a brig, supposed to be a smuggler with
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tobacco, bad been seen hovering off Kilkee. The revenue
2cruisers had set out in pursuit of her, apparently 

without success.
In 1837 Kilkee was the base for about 25 fishing boats,

3which did not differ very greatly from the modern currach. 
’'They are composed of a frame of light timber or strong 
wickerwork, covered with sail-cloth rendered waterproof with 
pitch and tar."^ But, not many years had psssed from the 
time when they were covered with horse or cow hides instead 
of canvas, and when the Lord Lieutenant, the Marquis of 
Normanby, paid a visit to Kilkee in the early autumn of 
1838 he rode down to the strand to be shown the old boats 
of wickerwork and horse-hide which were then no longer in

5use. Apart from being safer, through being less liable
to tear, the new boats were also very easily repaired.
A sod of lighted turf was held near the tear until the
pitch was melted, a fresh piece of sail-cloth was stuck on
and the canoe was then immediately launched, as the water
hardened the pitch.

At Parrihy Bay in the north of the parish there were 
7about fifty boats, largely manned by men from the fishing 

village of Coosheen. Scarcely two decades earlier there 
were a hundred boats fishing off Baltard, some of which 
could make fifty or sixty guineas in a season. When the
catch was very good often between one and two hundred/
horses with side creels waited on the shore for the return
of the boats and the fish were brought to Kilrush, Ennis,

8Limerick and even County Kerry. But by the 1830*s this 
boom seems to have passed and Miss Knott remarked that for 
the previous few years the fish, to a large extent, seemed
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to have left the coast. Nevertheless, turbot and other 
fine fish were frequently brought to the market at Eilkee,

g
while shell-fish of various kinds were in abundant supply.

Despite the improvement in the boats the life of a 
fisherman remained a hazardous one. Nobody would normally 
dare attempt to fish when the sea was rough. But, too 
frequently a sudden change in weather conditions made a 
safe return to shore extremely difficult. This danger was 
accentuated by the presence of Duggerna reef stretching 
across a large part of the entrance to Kilkee Bay.

In September. 1837. three Kilkee fishermen lost their 
lives at sea.^ Pour months laser, in January. 1838, 
an even worse tragedy was barely averted. After three 
canoes containing ten fishermen had put to sea, a heavy 
fog came down which lasted well on into the night. 
Consequently there was a serious danger that the boats 
might founder on the rocks or even move away from the town 
towards the open sea. To avert such possibilities a f3re 
was lit on the north side of the bay, possibly on George's 
Head, and muskets were discharged periodically by some of 
the local inhabitants. The coastguards also joined in, 
firing several cannon shots and sending up rockets, Thus 
the fishermen were enabled to keep their bearings in she
dense\fog and remained safely at anchor outside the bay

\

until the fog cleared and the moon rose. Then they made a 
safe landing.^

In December, 1844. three boat crews were similarly 
caught at sea by fog. Two of them managed to get safely 
ashore but there was no trace of the third. As on the



previous occasion, Jonas Studdert had fires lit and shots
fired and horns sounded to provide direction —  hut all
In vain. The boat struck the Duggerng. reef and the bodies
of the three men were found the next morning on the shore.
Their dependents were reported to be without potatoes or
turf or even sufficient clothes to cover them and a fund

12was set up in order to afford them some relief.
Nearly four years earlier, In February 1841, three other 
fishermen died when their boat overturned just outside 
Kilkee Bay. On this occasion one left a wife and ten 
children.13

It must have been after some similar disaster that 
Gerald Griffin, who had Kilkee connections, wrote his poem, 
The Bridal Wake. In it he describes how all preparations 
had been made for a wedding which was to take place as soon«s 
the young man had returned from a day's fishing. But his 
return was as a corpse to be buried in Kilfearagh graveyard.

A fearful calll a sudden doom*
Bridal and funeral.

Ululahl Ululahl 
A youth to KilfieharasJ ta'en 
That never will return again.

However, in the battle between man, the sea and the 
elements, the former did not always lose. In early 
November 1840, a canoe with three men on board put to sea 
on a calm day. But before very long the sea became very 
rough and the men found themselves in imminent danger.
Their shout3 brought hundreds to the shore but there was 
little that anyone could do. For about an hour the battle 
between sea and canoe continued as the men tried to row
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who had arrived on the scene with his curate, Fr. So&ck,
knelt down surrounded by thirty or forty men and prayed
with them for the safety of the fishermen in danger.
And, fortunately, not in vain, for the sea subsided and
the men were enabled to get ashoro safely. On the
following Sunday, accompanied by their families and friends,
they went in procession to Mass and received Holy Communion
(a not very frequent thing at the time) in thanksgiving

15for their deliverance.
Even if the weather did not cause serious accidents,

a lengthy bad period could eventually drive the fishermen
to the pawnshop in Kilrush, or, if they were more forim ,e,
they might be able to get 3ome help from the Kilkee branch
of the Irish Reproductive Loan Fund. This Loan Fund
originated in 1822. During the famine of 1321-2 a large
amount of money was collected in England for the relief
of the Irish poor and a sizeable sum still remained in the
hands of the committee when a good harvest in autumn 1322
brought an end to the distress. It was then decided to
use £40,000 of the residue to establish loan funds in the

Idcounties affected by the famine, one of which ras Clare.
In November. 1323 a branch of this fund was

17established In Kilkee, which, in the early 1340* s had an
office in Francis Street, and was administered by Jonas
Studdert.^ In 1344 the latter pointed out that the chief

19beneficiaries from it were fishermen and shoemakers 
probably giving them loans to acquire the tools of their 
trade, &3 all loans had to be granted '’foe the promotion

towards the shore. While thi3 was going on Fr. Cornyn,
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of industry"® The interest was fixed at 4d in the £,
21payable in twenty weeks.'1

But the Loan Fund could not help the fishermen in
their chief need —  the acquisition of bigger boats and the
building of harbour facilities at Kilkee. Others saw the
necessity for action in this area and at a meeting in Kilkee
Chapel in January 1842, a petition was drawn up for
presentation to Parliament asking, among other things, for
aid to enable the local fishermen to engage in deep sea 

22fishing. w Six months later we find Fr. Cornyn writing to 
the editor of the Limerick Reporter on the same topic --

23the necessity of bigger boats for the West Clare fishermen.
It was a subject to which he was to return, despite every
disappointment, again and again.

Not all fishing, of course, was done from boats. A
more unusual and even more dangerous method of fishing was
employed to catch rockfish. Many natives were so De seen
sitting with their legs dangling over the edges of the high
cliffs while they fished with long headlines in the sea below

24This, of course, was only possible on fine days.“" The 
same method of fishing seems to havo survived at least in 
the Aran Islands right up to near our owqday, as some shots 
from the film, "Man of Aran"t show.

The women of the neighbourhood of Kilxee visited
i

Duggerna during low water in order to pick shellfish and 
carrigeen. Here, if one delayed unduly, there was always 
the danger of being cut off and drowned by the incoming tide 
and accidents were by no means unusual. In the spring of 
1835 a poor woman'gathering shellfishi was cut off by a high

20



Eventually the waves broke over her and swept her quickly 
into the strand. Hov baths and other means of

25resuscitation were immediately applied but to no avail.
The Limerick Chronicle of 13 June, 1835, mentions a drowning
in similar circumstances, probably the same one. And it
adds a further detail, that the woman’s husband perished
in a rescue attempt.

In February 1844 a woman picking seaweed off the rocks
was caught by a wave, swept into the sea and drov7ned in the
sight of her two daughters, who very nearly shared her fate
A little over three years later, in late June 1847, a
mother and a daughter, also gathering seaweed, were similar

27ly swept off and drowned. And in June 1348, another
poor woman, while gathering seagrass, was cut off by the

28incoming tide and drowned before help arrived. Although 
seagrass and winkles are still harvested in the same place 
no drowning has occurred in living memory —  an Indication 
perhaps, of a frantic attempt in the 1830’s and 1840’s to 
use every available minute, despite running the risk of 
being cut off by the incoming tide.

b) Providing for Visitors to Kilkee.
The presence of holidaymakers in Kilkee during the 

summer months meant that many services had to be provided 
for them. There were, as we shall see, a number of hotels
but there were also very many lodges, which were let by
the local people to visitors for three or four months of 
the year. Although the money received from the letting 
formed a large proportion of the lodge owners’ income,

sea and all efforts to rescue her proved useless.
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very many of them had little agricultural plots as wells 
In fact the census of 5-841 showed that 104 out of the
290 families in the town were dependent on agriculture.
The shops and business premises of various kinds also did

30well during the holiday season, as did the bathing women 
31and carmen. Others again got jobs as servants. Indeed

Miss Knott felt that an advantage was to be had by employing
a native servant. The country people went around to the
lodges with baskets selling provisions of various kinds
and as few of these could speak EnglLsh, an Irish-speaking

32servant was necessary in order to make bargains.
While business was booming all went well for the 

people of Kllkee. But when the holiday season was a poor 
one, as happened during some Famine years, then everybody 
suffered.

2. BOG.

In 1822 Fr. Corbett, parish priest of Kllrush, stated 
that fishing and the export of turf were the two chief

33sources of livelihood for the people in Moyarta barony. 
Fifteen years later this situation had not changed 
appreciably. In Kilfearagh parish there was a high proport
ion of bogland, part of which had been reclaimed and this 
process of reclamation was still continuing. To the poor 
the bogland meant warmth In winter, as there was a cheap 
and plentiful supply of turf. It al3o provided the basis 
of a thriving trade with Limerick city, which was supplied 
with turf from West Clare.

2 9
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turf industry and from there each year huge quantities of
turf were sent up the Shannon to Limerick by boat. The

34boats yi used were in general from about 5 to 20 tons.
The turf was cut and saved in the bogs and then brought
down to the edge of Poulnasherry Bay at Moyasta where it
was piled up in banks. The boats came in at high tide and,
then, when the tide went out they were left high and dry
so that the people could bring the turf in carts to them.
When the tide came in again the boats refloated and set out
on their journey. It was estimated that the trade was

35worth £10,000 annually in 1835. In that same year we
find the County Surveyor informing the Grand Jury of Clare
that the roads in Moyarta barony had an immense wear on
them in consequence of nearly all the turf used in the city

36of Limerick being carried on them to the seashore.
The turfboats also played a significant part in the 

development of Kilkee as a seaside resort as it was on 
them that the first visitors came down the river, in the 
early years of the century.

Although the reclamation of the large bogs of 
Kilfearagh and neighbouring parishes was going ahead year 
by year, progress was very slow as there was no united 
effort. However, in the decade before the Famine a 
determined effort was made by Fr. Comjn, Jonas Studdert and 
others to get large scale reclamation works under way in 
Kilfearagh and Killard parishes. The inspiration for this 
effort seems to have come from news of the foundation in

Moyasta, on Poulnasherry Bay, was the centre of the
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England in the mid thirties of a society for reclaiming 
waste lands -- the Irish V/aste Lands Improvement Society. 
The society hegan Its work by taking over a tract of land 
near Cashel and reports of its progress were favourable.
Fr* Comyn became interested and saw its possibilities 
for his parishes. As a result he entered into contact 
with Lord Glengal, one of its patrons, and the latter

37promised to put Fr. Comyn’s case before the directdrs.
Nine months later the society extended Its activities but
did not accept Fr. Comyn’s invitation.

Despite this first setback Fr. Comyn was not
discouraged. In 1838, after the Commissioners of iVaste
Lands had declared that they were anxious bo help In
reclaiming some of the bogs of West Clare, he wrote to

39Mr* Spring Rice, Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the
subject, and received a very encouraging reply.40 But
no further progress was made at the time, seemingly because

41of difficulties with the landlords concerned. However,
by January 1842, the proprietors had become much more
co-operative and at a meeting in Ellkee Chapel in that
month a petition was drawn up for presentation to 

42Parliament on the matter. In April Fr. Comyn was told
by Mr. John. O’Brien, M.P., that he had presented the
petition on the night before recess and that he had reason
to believe measures were in contemplation oil the matter 

43in question. If action was taken about waste lands 
West Clare did not benefit. Yet, even now, the search for 
help was not fully abandoned and in the early years of the 
Famine further attempts to secure government action 
were made*
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In the 1830’s most of the clothes worn by people were
still made locally and thus employment was provided for
many people. The census of 1841 tells us that in Co.Clare
there were 1103 weavers; 1121 boot and shoemakers;
1164 tailors; 978 sempstresses; 1032 dressmakers and
1110 knitters. Undoubtedly, the 88 males and 348 females
in Kilfearagh parish who were classified as administering
to the clothing wants of the people belonged to these

44various occupations. Many of these must have made a 
very frugal living. We have already seen that the shoe
makers were among the main groups aided by the Kilkee Loan 
Fund Society. And the Poor Inquiry Commissioners of 1334 
were told of the hard working habits of thé weavers of the 
parish. As a result of their hard work and the poor
ventilation of their houses these were incapable of any

45
great exertion after the age of 55. From this time on,
too, they would have to face competition from the mss

46produced articles of English factories.
Other tradesmen of whom there were probably

significant numbers in the parish were carpenters and
stonemasons —  of whom there were 969 and 450 respective^ 

47In the county. These must have been constantly
employed in the building of new lodges.

3. Weavers, Shoemakera» Tailors, etc.



CHAPTER FOUR

NECESSITIES OF LIFE

1. Shelter

In 1S42 a German visitor to Ireland, J.G. Kohl, 
travelled from Ennis to Kilrush making careful note of 
all he saw and from his hook we learn that the housing 
conditions of the people in west Clare were the worst 
in Europe. "In Hungary, in Esthonia, in Lithuania and 
in many other countries of Eastern Europe," he wrote,
"one sees habitations of great wretchedness, hut such 
miserable cabins as I beheld in this part of Ireland,
I can scarcely remember to have seen in the countries 
I have mentioned.... A wooden house with moss to stop 
up its crevices £llke among the Lette3 in LivoniaJ would 
be a palace in the wild regions of Ireland. Paddy’s 
cabin is built of earth; one shovelful over the other 
with a fe\i? stones mingled here and there, till the wall 
is high enough. A few sods of grass from the neighbourin
bog are his only thatch." ^

The figures provided by the census of 1841 show that
Kohl was not exaggerating. In Kilkee itself there were
238 inhabited houses of which 4b were mud cabins with
only one room -- and these were occupied by 5b families.

In the rural portion of the parish the position was
immeasurably worse. Here, out of a total cf 923 houses,

la586 were one-roomed mud cabins housing 655 families.
It was of such as these that Kohl was •chinking when he
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There are thousands of cabins in which not a trace 
of a window is to be seen; nothing but a little 
square hole in front, which doubles the duty of 
door, window and chimney; light, smoke, pigs and

og
children ¡.Al^ust pass in and out th&ongh the same 
aperture.

Miss Knott visited a couple of these cabins while in
Eilkee. One of them, which lay in the corner of a field,
appeared to her like a cow-house. A miserable bed, a
form and an iron pot comprised nearly all the furniture
of the dwelling, which measured merely ten feet by seven

and had six occupants. In another she found that the
window frames were filled to the top with sods of grass
and mud, except one where a space was left In the upper
part to admit light and air. However, at the time of her
visit this was stuffed with, among other things, cabbage
stalks and turf. The earthen floor in a third cabin
attracted her attention and the fact that there was but
one chair in the house.3 The cabin with the "miserable
bed" shocked Miss Knott. Yet it was somewhat better
furnished than many others. Most of the people slept on
straw, "and bod straw", as Rev. Mr. Whitty, Rector of

4Kilrush and Kilfearagh, remarked. In tne famine of
1822 many who had mattresses sold the feathers from them

£
in order to buy food ---  and, indeed, in the 1830's some
people still made an extra few pence from the sale of
feathers which they got by plucking live fowl, especially 

6geese.

47



One comfort to the poor people In the area was the 
plentiful supply of turf which, as we saw, was readily 
available, so that the cabins could be kept reasonably 
warn in the winter. But the lack of chimneys meant that 
the cabin became filled with smoke, which made an escape 
as best it could through the door or a hole in the roof.
With the smoke came soot w hich, i f  allowed, 30on covered
the walls and particularly the thatch --- and when the rain
fell heavily it might come through the soot-impregnated 
thatch as narrated by Brian Merriman in his description
of a cabin in 1780, a description which was equally valid

in 1840
Bothan gan ait chun suiahe ann,

S ' '  S'
Ach sugh sileaih is fascadh anios ann,
Biadhaile ag teaoht go fras gan choimse 
Is rian na gcearc air treasna scriobtha,

y
Lag ina dhrom ' s na gabhla ag lubadh
Is cl&garnach dhonn go trom ag tuiriint.

The houses of the better off farmers had, as one might 
expect, chimneys, and we even find Lady Ghatterton remarking 
that in the ifioyasta area chimneys were in such estimation
that sometimes two false chimneys were placed at the gablo

8ends of the houses for decorative purposes.
The average mud cabin was bad but one could go lower 

still. In his evidence to the Devon Commission at Kilru3h
9Mr. Thomas Studdert had this to sayi

If there is a class of persons more wretched than 
any other, they are the class of people called bog 
squatters. Their hovels are not fit for swine to 

go into. They have some friend that a corner of 
the bog belongs to, and he gets permission to build 
that hut, and whenever he gets there no one can turn



of law and ejectment.
' »

Such hovels were not’ far removed from the "scalp'"
which was to become very common m  ^amine times as a
refmge for the evicted but which was undoubtedly also
to be found m  the 1830’s» It consisted of a hole
dug'm the earth, 'two to three feet deep, roofed over
with sticka and pieces of turf, and m  this the evicted
family existed. A slight variation on this was the
"scalpeen", a somewhat larger hole often made within

10the rums of a tumbled house.

< *'  ‘ * .. ^  ^ K -  ¿A <

2. Food

The chief, food-of the people was potatoes and a 
labouring man,could eat a stone of these daily if he 

had sufficient.^". * , ,
Pratai istoiche,~.
Pratai urn lo,-
Agus da n-eireochamn i meadhon oidhche,

^ ,12 Pratai gheobhairm;
In Kilfearagh, however, pota toes vie re conplem-

13ented to some extent by fish, particularly herrings. '
In early summer before the new potatoes were ready
there was always hunger and quite often starvation.
It was by no means unusual for families to be reduced
to one meal of potatoes mixed with pressagh, a
mixture which seems to have had a harmful effect

14on children, many- of whom became ill. In one of 
the houses in Kilkee visited by Miss Knott the

h im  o u t  w i t h o u t  a  r e g u l a r  n o t i c e ,  m  d u e  c o u r s e
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In another they had a greenish waxy appearance —  and there
15was neither milk nor salt to go with them. The poor,

16and most of the people were such, seldom had bread and 
for many years after 1850 meat was to remain almost an 

unknown luxury.
Hunger and famine, then, were no strangers. The last 

very serious famine had been in 1822, after the failure of 
the 1621 harvest. On that occasion Fr. Matthew Corbett,
Chairman of the Relief Committee for the Barony of Moyarta,

, 17wrote i

We submit that the distress of this Barony far exceeds 
that of any other in this county, in as much as its 
proximity to the western ocean exposes it, moro than 
any other, to the inclemency of the weather. That 
the only crops which suffered little, namely wheat, 
its poor soil produces little or none of, and that 
the fisheries and exportation of turf, on which an 
immense population depended ch3efly for support, also 
failed. The weather having prevented the fishermen 
from prosecuting the fishery, and the farmer from 
getting the turf out of his bog. So unfortunately 
circumstanced, they were during the winter season 
obliged to kil}. their pigs and cattle, as well for 
their own subsistence, as for want of food to preserve 
them, and were thereby left destitute of any resource 

whatever, but such as they derive from the charitable 
societies. And unless some humane effort is made in
our behalf to afford us some additional support, the
greater proportion of the population of this Barony

18must inevitably perish.

potatoes in the pot on the fire were no bigger than walnuts.
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In 1830 again there was a minor famine and it was 

reported that in this crisis carrigeen moss was used as

a food almost for the first time and that it kept alive
19many people on the coast. In the late 1840's it was 

to come very much into use again.
In 1836 the potato crop in the area west of Kilrush 

was an almost total failure and in late May 1837 Fr.Malachy 
Duggan, P.P. of Moyarta and Kilballyowen, wrote to the 

Limerick Chronicle:20

In this deplorable state of a population without 
money, employment or credit, necessity imposed the 
hard alternative of pledging, pawning and selling 
every article of domestic comfort, utility and what 
under similar circumstances could be dispensed

with There are some thousands this moment

subsisting on the scanty pittance of food they 
borrow from day to day from their next (sic) 

neighbours.

We have no direct evidence as to the situation in

Kilfearagh parish at this time but it could not have been
very different. Two years later, in the summer of 1839,
we find the City of Dublin Steam Company giving the use
of their lighters, barges and steamers free of charge, to
carry potatoes from the counties of Limerick and Tipperary

21for the suffering poor in the vicinity of Kilrush.
Even when there was not a general famine or near

famine many individuals were on the borderline of
starvation. Miss Knott listened to the stox»y of one poor 

22woman:

'i
*
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Often.. .. "when we got up in the morning, we had not 
the price of our breakfast, and my poor husband's 
heart used to sink, thinking of our hard lot; then 
I used to say to him, the Lord was good and often 
helped us, and we ought still to put our trust in him. 

Somehow or other before night we would have enough; 
he would get a day’s work, or I would be sent to do 
a little job, but still it is a hard thing to get up 
in the morning and not have a bit for ourselves or our 
children, and both of us able and willing to labour 

for our living.

And as time went on such cases were becoming more
eommon-place because vdth a rapidly increasing population
and more and more subdivision a greater proportion of the
people was to be found on the bare subsistence level -

if everything went well.
In conclusion, a quotation from the Limerick Reporter

in 1842 commenting on an outbreak of dysentery in West Clare
—  an outbreak which had been caused by the use of unripe

23potatoes after a summer of starvation;

These aff13oting scenes mu3t recur while the 
precarious potato continues the staple food of the 
bulk of the people.

3. Clothing
The general opinion was that the people of the

parish were very poorly clothed. "In the most wretched
24state as to clothes," was Dr. fly all’3 report in 1834,

while ivli ss Knott comment;ed that the want of clothing among
25the poor shocked and distressed "the benevolent visitor."
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garment in her possession for 3/- in order to be able to
26

«alca some little preparation for the approaching birth.
The men were generally dressed in grey frifise coats,

toil coloured linen shirts with the collars open in front

or sometimes fastened by a black ribbon, corduroy trousers
with a bunch of ribbons floating at tne knee, close-fitting
light blue worsted stockings and shoes. This was the
typical dress of the poor Irishman which was going out of
fashion at the time of the Famine. ̂

The women vrere usually drossed in coarse blue flannel
gowns and petticoats. Few of them wore either stockings 

23or shoes. As one girl from the locality said to 
29Círofton Croker: "Is it to have me put xay toes into jail

30you want, sir?” The scarlet cloak was also worn.
On an occasion like a race-meeting at Kilkee, the

country girls could create quite a good impression on tae
visitor. “The country girls were neatly attired in yellow,
pink and fancy coloured 3hawls, thrown over the shoulders

with an arbless grace A brown homespun, home-made
stuff, supplied the place, in most instances, of the
frippery and flaunting fourpenny cottons steamed out In
Saglish and Scotch manufactories in tons weight for Irish
consumption. The nicely-trimmed cap, with a blue or pink
how or two affixed in a fanciful manner, resting, as if by
accident, on the luxurious tresses of naturally curling

31nut-brown or black hair...”
It is clear that if many of the people were poorly 

clothed, others could muster a good turn-out when the 
occasion demanded it. Mis3 Knott and hex* party met a
íuneraj. outside Kilkee and were highly impressed by tne dress 
of the people talcing part in it;'“'

Cm  poor woman during a pregnancy had to pawn the only good



We do not rscollQct, at any time, to have seen a 
better dressed peasantry: the men were attired
chiefly in blue coats, overtopped by the collars of 
their shirts, which, for whiteness, would have dono
credit to the county of Dorn --  few of them wore
any neckcloth, the collar was simply fastened by a 
black string; the women were attired in warm blue 
or scarlet cloaks (the latter being the prevailing 
colour in this part of the country), without.-any 
covex’ing on their heads, save that of a cap, in which 
they displayed a tasteful variety of form and texture, 
which struck us with surprise.

4. Sickness and Medical Care

Very hard work, poor food, wretched living conditions,
and severe overcrowding all contributed to the spread of
sickness and disease. Dr. Ryall expressed the view that
potatoes were badly cooked and thi3 tended to bring on
indigestion. And when the people had fish these tended to

33bring on bowel complaints. Among the more common diseases
34were fever and common cholera,, and it was on the occasion

of a severe outbreak of cholera, that the novelist Charles
34 aLever came to West Glare in 1832.

Small pox, too, wa3 never absent and after fever it was
the greatest single cause of mortality in Ireland. In the
decade from 1331 to 1841, 49 out of evory 1,000 deaths In

35the country wero from smallpox. In eighteenth century 
England inoculation was practised as a preventive measure 
with some degree of success but also with some tragic results. 
In the first half of the nineteenth century in Ireland the 
general practice of inoculation seems to have oeen carried
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out not by doctors bub by itinerant quacks in whom the
36Irish people had great faith. And these left nheir mark

in Xilfearagh parish where there were >/ery many blind .
people who owed their blindness to having submitted to the 
itinerant inoculators,37 However, in 1340-1 inoculation

( ^
with variolous matter was made an offence, while, at the ”'¿1
same time, the Poor Law Board was charged with the duty 
of seeing that Workhouse Guardians arranged with local

six years before a dispensary was established in Kilkee,

elected Dr. John Griffin, a native of Kilrush, to succeed
him.4"1-. Private subscriptions were collected for the

*doctors for the free vaccination of anybody living in their
38 * : •?unions who wished for it. ,,a

Y1In 1805 an Act of Parliament empowered but did not VI *
compel Grand Juries to double any contributions made from

30private sources to dispensaries. It was another twenty
V

and at the same time (1831) ©ne was established in
I ,  .̂Q *Carrigahollk The same doctor had to attend both with ■ 'r;|f

ft'the result that he had to cope with s district of immense 
population. The first man appointed was Dr. Ryall and ,
on his death in 1840 the subscribers to the dispensary tri*

’

1$

< -/
financing of the dispensaries and each year the Grand Jury ! **;,

gave an amount equal to that which had been subscribed 1
i42 i 1 *privately. Before a person received attention at the

43 1 1dispensary he had to be recommended by a subscriber but,
nevertheless, the funds available were totally inadequate
for the work in hand. "The funds of the dispensary are ' ; . ‘ *
so low,” said Dr. Ryall and Rev. Mr. Murray, "that they
are quite insufficient to buy the xaldicine required; when



the poor are attacked with sickness, they are frequently
obliged to borrow money from some kind individual, but

„44this only increases their misery." The dispensary
facilities, then, were clearly inadequate. And during
all the 1830’s the nearest hospital was that in Ennis.
The first hospital in lest Clare was a / fever hospital
in Kilrush, of which the foundation stone was laid in

July 1339 after years of discussion.^
One consolation to sicfcj people was the goodness and

generosity of tneir neighbours. It often happened that
when a woman was facing a difficult childbirth they banded

4.Atogether to raise the necessary money to pay the doctor.'
And, in general, when sickness was present in a house, the
neighbours did all they could to help, whether by giving
milk and potatoes or whatever else they had. Dr. Ryall
could quote cases where the poor attended each othor in
the case of contagious diseases, thereby saving lives which

47would otherwise have been lost. But rhe tragedy of the
friendless, and the heartlessness of some of the better !

48 !off can be seen from a case quoted by him;
A stranger, a short time ago, got a typhus fever, 
in a house where she was staying, and being but a 
servant was put out; and a hut being built for her, 
in a bog, she was conveyed there; shortly after, I i
was called in to attend her, and I discovered, through 
a doorway, which I could not enter without bending 
myself completely double, the most miserable scene 
I ever witnessed. In a corner lay the patient on some 
straw, which scarcely sufficed to cover the floor; 
that was literally nothing, bub the wet floor (sic), 
which, actually, when I approached, sunk under my feet,

 ---------  .v •'
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and forraadi. a puddle close round the bed. This was 
the condition I found the poor woman in on the second 
day, without any attendance whatsoever —  neglected 
by all, and apparently in the last stage of existence. 
Not knowing what to do, I consulted with a respectable 

individual in the parish, and we both agreed to offer 
any sum for a nurse tender; we were unsuccessful, 
and in two days, notwithstanding the kindness of the 
P.P., she died. A coffin was raised by public 
subscription, and she was quietly interred.

5, Provision for the Future

In 1834 Fr. Comyn told the Commissioners inquiring
into the condition of the poorer classes in Ireland that

49It was quite impossible for the labourer to save and
James McMahon, himself a labourer, bore this out when he
said; ttNo man here ever attempted to lay up anything;
but if we had lOd and regular employment, via might lay

50by some trifle for old age.’1 As we have already seen,
the only real protection they had against hunger in their
old age lay in their children, whom they looked to
to provide for them. If they had no children, then they
had to trust to the kindness of their neighbours or take
to the roads begging. Writing in the midst of famine in
1847 Captain Mann summarised the position in West Clare

51
in pre-Famine dayss



Until lately what was the position of the peasant’
Work a3 he would —  till and rear what he may,
he could never hope to benefit Let misfortune
come on him, or disease render him unable to work, 
he had no inheritance in the land. One a little 
less poor than himself might help him but who else?

In 1836 the Commission of Poor Inquiry issued its
report and recommendations. It was now clearly established
that the poor of Ireland were in a very bad state.
However, the Government rejected the recommendations and
sent one of the English Poor Law Commissioners to Ireland.
After a six weeks’ tour of the country he decided that
the English workhouse system was the answer to the problem
and as a result the Poor Law Act of 1338 provided for the

52erection of workhouses throughout the country. In
the38 the destitute poor would be meagrely maintained at
public expense.

In hay 1839 the Poor Law Union of Kilrusli was set up,
consisting of thirteen electoral districts in West Clare,

extending from Kilballyowen to Kildy3art and including
Kllfearagh parish. It \va3 planned to build a workhouse

53for 700 at Kilrush. Each of these electoral districts 
would pay a poor law rate for the upkeep oí the workhouse, 
a rate which would vary according to the number of 
inmates from the districts.

'Hhen the workhouse was built in Kilrush it was 
slightly larger than in the original plan —  accommodation 
for 800 -- and it was opened on 9 July, 1342. The general 
supervision was in the hands of twenty nine elected and

58



nine ex officio Guardians, of whom the first chairman 
was Crofton Moore Vandeleur of Kilrush. The day to day 
running was in the hands of the workhouse master.

54On 2 December, 1343, there were only 154 inmates, and 
up to late 1844 or early 1845 the number at any given 
time from Iiilfearagh parish did not exceed four. For 
those who were destitute the workhouse did mean that 
they need not starve but entry into it was an uninviting 
prospect. It was an extreme measure taken when all 
else had failed.
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CHAPTER FIVE 

RELIGION

The First Report of the Commissioners of Public 
Instruction states that in 1834 there were 6,637 Catholics 
and 63 Protestants In Kilfearagh parisfcu Consequently 
it is with the 99$ Catholic population that w© must be 
chiefly concerned.

1. Fr. Michael Comyn, P.P.

We have already made a number of references to
Fr. Michael Corayn, P.P. of Kilfearagh and XIHard from
1827 to 1354 and a dominating figure in his parishes
during those years. However, the circumstances surrounding
his appointment did not augur well for his future ministry.
On the death of Fr. Patrick Mclnerney In late December 1825
the parishioners requested that his brother, Fr. Thomas
Mclnerney, who had been curate of the parishes for 18 years,
should succeed him. But the bishop did not accede to their
request and appointed Fr. Michael Roughan instead. The
parishioners, in turn, accepted this as a challenge and
when Fr. Roughan arrived at Doonbeg Chapel on 6 January
to say Mass, he was prevented from entering the chapel
by a large group of people. Fr. Roughan then went on to
Lisdeen where there was a similar scene. After a further
fruitless attempt to enter the chapels on the following

2Sunday he gave up the attempt.
Faced with a difficult situation the bishop next 

appointed Fr. Comyn to succeed Fr. Roughan. The choice
3was a good one. Fr. Comyn was not yet thirty years of age 

and had been ordained priest less than two year3 previously.



A contemporary described him as follows: “He was of
large frame, well proportioned, of a manly type of beauty,
a magnificent presence, as playful as a child, but a lion
In courage.“ He had the further advantage of being a

Gnative of the parish, coming from Corbally. At first
fee met with the same opposition as Fr. Roughan but before
vary long had asserted himself and was soon regarded as

7the leader of the people under his care.
It seems certain that Fr. Comyn provided, at least

in part, the raw material for Charles Lever's Father Tom
Loftus in his novel Jack Hinton, just as Fr. Comyn's
neighbour, Fr. Malachy Duggan of Garrigaholt, was the
prototype of ir. Michael Brennan in Harry Lorreouer.
?r. Comyn and the novelist iirst met when Lever, in his
capacity as a'medical doctor, came to Kllrush for some
eonths in 1632 during a cholera epidemic . Later, in
1335 or 1836, Lever stayed for some cays with Fr. Comyn,
f.t the priest’s invitation. Many years later, Dr.GrJffin,
dispensary doctor at Kilkee, wrote; "Lever was a little
before my time, but I often heard Mr. Comyns speak of him

8Bs one he knew well."
The picture presented of the P.P. of Murr&nakilty in 

Jack Hinton is one of a jovial punch-drinking priest deeply 
¿©voted to the people under his care. But one aspect of it 
vnich deeply grieved Fr. Comyn vas an illustration of 
l*r. Tom sprawling in a rather undignified position in his 
jig with a jug of punch to his lips. However, if we accept 
that the character in the novel is somewhat larger than life 
it is possible for us to get from it true glimpses of the

5
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¡ríest who so dominated the life of his parish for over
t'snty five years. Lever's words ring true when he 

4. 9¿rote:
I learnt from him that in the wild regj on vdiere 
he lived there were above 15,000 persons, scarce 
one of whom could apeak or understand a word of 
English. Of these he was not onij the priest, 
but the ruler and the 3udge. Before him all their 
disputes were setrled all their differences 
reconciled. His word, in the strongest sense of 
the phrase, was a law —  not indeed to be enforced 

by bayonets and policemen, by constables and 
sheriffs' officers -- but one which in its moral 

force demanded obedience, and would have made him

who resisted it an outcast among his fellows.
1 0Y.e also seo him in a different role;

The chariot was well known in every town and village, 
and scarcely -was the rumble of its wheels heard 
coming up the "street”, when the population might 
be seen assembling in little groups and knots, to 
have a word with, "the father" -- to get his blessing - 
to catch his eye, or even obtain a nod from him.
He knew every one and every thing; and, with a tact 

which is believed to be the prerogative of royalty, 
he never miscalled a name, nor mistook an event. 
Inquiring after them, for soul and body, he entered 
with real interest into all their hopes and plans, 
their fears and anticipations, and talked away about 
pi£s> penances, purgatory and potatoes, in a way that;



sliowed. his information, on any of these matters, to he 
&f fio mean or common order.

Other sources help us to get an even fuller picture
of Fr. Comyn. Frequently we meet with references to his
lavish hospitality. When Paddy O'Neill, a well known
Kllkee personality to whom we will he referring again later,
broke his leg in Limerick, Eugene O 'Curry wrote a poem for
him in which he advised him, among other things, to pay a
visit to "leabharthigh an tsagairt ghil Clioiminigh,"

11And the poem continued:
Do theachd annsud go dearbhtha 
Ni haithreach leat-sa Choidhcho,
Mar ta feile fiuntaighe is fearamhlaohd 
Is fairsinge ‘san taoiseach.
Gheohhair eadach cluid is airgead 
Is freastail suilt gan chuimse,
Is geag ghlan ur de'n leathan-mhart 
Chum smeara’ chur 5d’ cha o iI-spe ir.

A contemporary quoted in Fitzpatrick's biography of Lever
i 2bears this out and adds a further details'" "Though very 

hospitable, yet, perhaps, no person ever saw him under 
the influence of spirituous drink."

An incident which occurred in 1839 gives us a glimpse 
of Fr. Comyn in a different mood. On a Sunday evening 
in August, the P.P. at the head of a group of men who had 
finished hurling, encountered some visiting and local 
gentlemen at the Post Office in Eilkee. A few words were 
exchanged and then one of the visitors referred to the 
Clare peasantry as being the best conducted in Ireland, 
immediately Fr. Comyn took offence: "Pea.santryJ 
Peasantry! - those are gentlemen, sir." After this he
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gentlemen, this gentleman or person calls you peasant
ry ®“ Then, apparently addressing his remarks to the 
visitors, he concluded: “Those gentlemen will "be wearing
good cloth clothes when you, and you, and you will he

13in the poorhouses that are building now®“
Whatever one’s opinion of Fr® Comyn one thing is

quite certain «*> he was. always a figure to he reckoned
with in the affairs of the parish, inspiring hoth
respect and intense opposition® To the Limerick Evening
Post and Clare Sentinel he was the “worthy and talented

14parish priest of the Sandhills,“ while on one occasion
the Limerick Standard described him as “of celebrated
notoriety in that part of the country, as indeed else- 

15
where®“ \

In his work as pastor Fr® Corayn was helped by some 
curates® He had probably only one at the beginning but 
by the mid 1830-*s the number had been increased to three® 
In 1839, despite a growing population, one of these was 
removed and not replacedo Thereafter, until his death 
in 1854, he had two assistants® In the earlier years of 
our period the curates were never allowed to remain very 
long in Kilfearagh—Killard® However, for the last 
eight years before 1851, Fr® Mortimer Hartney and Fr®

l(oWilliam O ’Brien remained unchanged®

2® A Hew Catholic Chapel
Soon after his appointment as parish priest, Fr®

Comyn set out to provide a new chapel for the rapidly
growing town of Kilkee® The chapel at Lisdeen was now far
too small for the large population of the parish and many

17had to kneel in the open air at mass® Furthermore,

64
turned to the group with him and said: “Gentlemen,
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It was several miles from Kilkee and thus rather
inconvenient for the summer visitors.

Fr. Comyn opened the building fund with a personal
18

contribution of £50. Then, through advertisements in i

the .newspapers and personal visits, he appealed to the !
19 ' *people of Limerick for helpj

The Rev. Michael Comyn will, in the course of a ^
fev/ days, wait on his Limerick friends, to solicit ,
their aid towards the building a CHAPEL on the 
Sand-Hills of Kilkoe. The great distance of the '
Parish Chapel from the shore, has long pointed out 
the necessity of affording to the numerous visitors 
from Limerick and elsewhere, the convenience of a 
more immediate place of Public Worship, it being 
a most melancholy truth that, especially in bad 
weather, numbers were thereby prevented from 
attending to their religious duties even on the

I

SABBATH DAY.
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Subscriptions began to come in quickly, from
20Protestants as well as Catholics, ana soon the building

work began. Among the contributors were the two M.Ps.
0|for Glare, the O'Gorman Mahon and Major McNamara, while

Mr. Gallaher, a well known ventriloquist, gave a special
22series of concerts in Limerick to gather funds.

Eventually,in the summer of 1831, the crucifoui chapel 
which was to serve the parish for 132 years was opened.
However, much work still remained to be done. It had

23only one gallery instead of the three4' originally intended 
by Fr. Comyn and the interior, as one newspaper commented,

24
ill befjtted "the respectability of the external appearance."
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tr,*> reason for the rough state of the interiox' was lack
of funds and during the years after 1831 the work of
collecting the necessary funds went on. In 1834 Fr.Comyn
informed the Commissioners inquiring into the state of

25the Poorer Classes:

Notwithstanding the influx of beggars to this place 
in summer, I never saw more than two of them begging 
at the chapel; but this is because I beg myself 
for the chapel to pay for its building, and the 
people give to me in preference tc them. If 1 were 
to stop, there would be plenty of them.

la his work of collecting for the chapel it seems too that
26the parish priest was aided by a committee of laymen.

It is doubtful if the vast majority of the parishioners
contributed very much. About ten years previously Pr.Duggan
cf Carrigaholt found it extremely difficult to collect a
half-penny a week and had to give up the attompt -- due
ualnly to the lack of money in circulation amongst the rural 

27¿sellers. Probably the principal source of revenue lay
28la the charity sermons which were preached each year.

A noted preacher was invited. Crov/ds went to tne chapel 
for the special occasion with open purse strings and usually 
contributed very generously. In this way the visitors to 
Filkee gave quite a lot to the building fund. But a charity 
a arm on could have an unusual sequel when a man of

Comyn?3 hospitable disposition was in charge. On 
M  September. 1831 his mother, who was living with him,

gy
trot© the following to another son, James:



The Sunday after we arrived (home from a holiday 
In Lisdoonvarna) Michael had one of the Limerick 
priests to preach a charity sermon in the new 
chapel. All the priests in the country attended 
together with all the strangers in Kilkee, both 
Protestants and Chatolocks.(sic) The collect
ion was £80 which he sent to Mr. Spaith the 
day after. A trifle to what is still due to 
him. Michl asked every person who attended to 
dinner which consisted from 40 to 50 persons. 
Twenty three dined in the parlour, twenty two 
or four in the Coach house, another table in 
the drawing room. You may judge what trouble 
I had turning the house upside down and 

dragging beds from every house in the neighbour
hood to accommodate some of the company, many 
of whom could go to their lodgings. But Michl 
is not to be reasoned with when his fits of

3 i 0folly comes on him. It would be all well If 
it was only one day but he kept it up three weokc-

Towards the end of the thirties Fr. Comyn faced
severe financial difficulties when William Mclnerney of 

50Kilrush brought an action for compensation for work done
31on the chapel about 1334. The background to the case

Is by no means clear but, at any rate, Mclnerney was
32awarded £136 and costs. Fr. Comyn appealed to the

*7  *735Court of Exchequer and won his case. Again Mclnerney
brought a fresh action before Ennis Assizes and on this

34occasion was awarded £59 damages and 6d coats.
At this stage Fr.Comyn seems to have decided to accept the
verdict and proceed no further. Instead, he set about
raising money to wipe out the debt and complete the
furnishing of the chapel. He .vas also In need of money for 
the proposed National School.



At this period, the greatest attraction one could 
procure was a well-known preacher and m  1841 the most 
well-known preacher was Pr. Theobald Mathew, the Apostle 
of temperance. Everywhere he went he was mohhed by 
crowds, very much m  the same way as pop singers are 
^rested m  the mid twentieth century. So Pr. Comyn,
•„no was already acquainted with him, invited Pr. Mathew 
to preach a sermon m  Kilkee Chapel m  aid of the 
building fund. Pr. Mathew agreed to do so and 
preparations got under way for a visit on Suhday, 24 
January 1841.

A scale of admission charges to the chapel was 
drawn up:

Sanctuary 20/-
Gallery 5/-
Aisle l/-

7he bishop of the diocese, Dr„ Kennedy, intimated that 
he would be present and professional musicians were 
hired to ensure that the sacred music at High Mass 
would be of the highest order. The Temperance Societies 
of the surrounding area, too, got ready to give Pr. 
Mathew a fitting reception.

Many people from the neighbouring counties were
expected to travel to Kilkee for the occasion so that
the lodge-owners, m  anticipation of business, began
to prepare sleeping accomodation. ITor were they
disappointed, for many strangers were among Pr.
Mathew’s congregation while others, who could not
attend, sent on contributions. The total amount
received, including a large personal contribution
from Pr. Mathew, exceedasag £300. Then after Mass,

35Pr. ^athew administered the pledge to 5,000 people.
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With, this money various Improv era exits were made
including the enclosure of the chapel grounds witn a stone 

36
\sall. It probably also helped to finance the building
of a National School. However, nothing wa3 don© about

roofing the bower containing the gallery atairs. These
stairs had now been open to the elements for over ten years
with the result that the wood had slowly decayed. Then,
in mid July 1843, the stairs collapsed. Fortunately there
were only three people on them at the time and those
escaped unhurt. After this mishap the tower was roofed

37
and the stairs rebuilt.

Scarcely four week3 later an event which could have
had even more serious consequences took place. As
Fr. O'Brien C.C. was commencing bo distribute Holy
Communion at Sunday Mas3 a loose stone fell from one of
the towers. On hearing this many people thought that the
gallery was about to fall. ‘The alarm spread quickly and
soon all began to rush for the doors. In t_ie gallery
itself the people remained calm at first buo before long
the panic became general. However, some visitors there
•aanaged to calm the majority of those in the gallery.
¿gain no lives were lost but many were trampled on and had
their clothes torn, probably receiving bruises in the
process. No doubt many of those wno acted as a steadying
influence remembered a somewhat similar stampede in a
Galway chapel the previous Christmas when twenty lives 

38vare lost.
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There is not very mucn direct evidence available to 
;iv© us a picture of the religious ljfe of the pariah 
arlng these years. However, in 1324, Fr. Malachy 
Svggan of ivioyaroa and Kilballyowen described sortie 
practices in his parishes to a Parliamentary Ooioaisston 
and, almost certainly, these also prevailed in Kilfearagh 
both then and ten years later. Vie can also add in some 
ietails from Kilfearagh parish itself.

Before the Synod ox Tborles in 1350 the Irish Ghurch
still retained many customs which had arisen in x°enal
times, particularly with regard to the celebration of Mass
and the administration of the sacraments. The no3t notable
of these customs was the holding of !?stations. A station
v;a3 held in a chosen house in each of the various iistrlcts
of Fr. Duggan's parish. once a year on a date previously
announced. Its main purpose was to give the people an
opportunity of going to confession and, of course, Mass
was also celebrated. Generally, Fr. Duggan arrived at
the house at six o’clock in the morning and remained um.il
six in she evening. Ho collection was taken or accepted
during his stay and the only meal ne took was breakfast,

39waiting until he returned home for dinner1. This 
contrasted favourably with the posiuion in some other 
dxoceoes where the householders were burdened with the 
provision of expensive entertainment for the priest, 
ior many people the station would be the only occasion on 
which they would receive the sacrament of penance daring 
the year.

The manner of celebration of Mass did not differ very 
much. Irom a Latin Mass of the poriod up to the Second

** Hellgious Life
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Vatican Council. However, on special occasions musicians
played during the Maas to give acido-cly solecanity. Ylhen
ir. Matthew preached in Kilkee Chapel, as we have seen,
3ome professional musicians were present. Likewise, on

the occasion of a charity sermon in 1331, a number of
visitors provided the music during High Mass -- some
singers, a pianist, and two gentlemen who played on the

40violin and violinceilo.
Khat proportion of the people actually attended Mass

each Sunday? This is a question to which it is impossible
to give a precise answer but there are indications that
it may not have been as high as one might expect. In one
of his appeals for funds for Kilkee., Chapel, Fr. Comyn pointed
out, that because of the smallness of Lisdeen Chapel many
people were prevented from attending Mass on Sunday,

41especially in bad weather. Perhaps habits created in
this situation were not easy to break later. In 1334
the First Report of she Commissioners of Public Ins timetion
stated that Mass was celebrated once each Sunday and
holiday in kilkee and Lisdeen Chapels. The average

42congregations were 750 and 550 respectively. " Thus about 
1,300 people out of a Catholic population of 6,63^ went 
to Mass regularly in Kilfearagh parish. Even after making 
allowance for the very young, the old and infirm and those 
parishioners who went to Mass in hi1rush or Killard 
parishes, one Is forced to the conclusion that quite a 
number of the people were not in the habit of &oing to Mass 
regularly. It 13 possible, though, that the low numbers
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can to some extent be explained by the absence of
children under their mid teens. Such a practice in
West Clare in 181b Is suggested in Mason’s Parochial
Survey of Ireland where It is stated that a girl's
first appearance at Mass was understood to bo an
intimation that her parents were ready to receive

43marriage proposals for her.
Religious instruction was given to the children of

Pr. Duggan's parisn in the chapol every Sunday from May
to October, when the weather was not very cold.
Catechisms were provided for the poorer children by the
bishop, although sometimes there would not be enough

44of them for all. m  Kilkee in the summer of 1859
we find the priests of Eiifearagh and Killard attending
the chapel at Eilkee every Saturday from rtf nf» to four
to prepare tne children for confirmation. A few years
later such instruction would be greatly facilitated by

4b
the opening of Kilkee National School. Indeed, In
1847 we find Head Inspector, J.vl. Javanagh complaining
that religious instruction ras given twice a day in the
school although the time-table on display made allowmce

46for it only on Saturday. Adults in Eiifearagh parish
received instruction through the Sunday sermon which,
rather surprisingly, wa3 delivered nor during but after 

47î ass in Kilkee.
Few parishes could boast of any building apart from 

the chapel or Protestant church which would be suitable 
for public meetings. As a result we find the chapels 
being U3ed for political and other gatherings and those 
in Eiifearagh parish ware no exception, on the occasion



<jonn Lawless visited dest Clara and addressed the
people in their chapels under the sponsorship of their

48parish priests, including Fr. Corny n . Fourteen years
later we find a meeting to promote the reclamation oi 
•vaste lands being held in Xillee Chapel, with a 
Protestant, Jonas Studdert, in the chair." And, no 
doubt, many other meetings too ware held in the chapels.

Visiting the sick and dying was sn important part 
of a priest’s duties but because of the size of his 1
parisn as a rule Fr. Duggan aas not present at burials.
"It would be impossible for me to attend all the 
burials in my populous parish.!! However, he did attend 
at the house before the funeral left for the churchyard 
and it was probably in the house tnat mass was said for

5 Qthe dead person. Clay was also usually blessed
beforehand wnen a priest could not bo present to bless
the grave. A^ell as pressure of work, there was also
a further reason for non-attendance. The burial grounds

U3ed by Catholics throughout Ireland were owned by the
Established Church and permission had to be obtained
from the Protestant rector to perform the funeral
service in them -- a permission which ’Tas never requested.
Thus there was no formal burial service. La ILiifearagh
parish the burial ground/mas beside the Protestant Church
at Kilfearagh -- on the site oi the pre-keformation church.

Before the funeral carte the wake, whicn mey be
mentioned here even though it can scarcely ca described
a3 a religious ceremony. In 181o ¿.iason gave & vivid

51description of wakes in hast Clv.ro

o f  t h e  C la r e  e l e c t i o n  i n l S 2 8  v n i o h  r e t u z m e d  O ’ C o n n e l l ,



Some wakes end funerals hore exhibit the same 
savsge mixture of mirth and grief which has been 
so often observed in other parts of Ireland.
Dismal hov'lings are alternated with songs, plays 
and ridiculous stones; whilst the various 
passions of grief, love and anger are In turn 
elevated to their highest pitch by copious 
libations of whiskey. It has sometimes been 
observed on these occasions, that a men who would 
grudge to buy e bottle of wine, or a blister for 
his relative when living, has expended thirty 
guineas In whiskey at the wake and fuxieral.

Unfortunately we have no direct evidence for the
decode or so before the famine but it is unlikely that
there was any substantial change in the intervening
twenty years. In 1845 the practice In Limerick was
similar to that described by mason and we find tne
Catholic bishop, Dr. dyaxi, exhorting hi a people to change
their ’’idle custom” and to have the corpse house visited

52only by relatives and Immediate friends. Ic is
unlikely that X?r. Coaiyn^who was such e firm believer in
hospitality, would have tried to bring about any
significant change in his parishes.

With regard to marriages and baptisms, the usual
practice in Ire]8r>c\ before 1350 was to celebrate them

5.3
in private houses -- as Gerald Griffin's poem,
The Bridal hake (referring to Lilfearegh parish),

54indicate* with regard to the former.
The priest stood at the marr*ago board,
Tne marriage cake v/as xpade.
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Fr. Duggan, as <■/as the general practice on such
occasions, tool; up a collection among those assembled

5 &for the wedding about £3.10. or £4 on average.
Shrove Tuesday was the gjjatest day of the year for
marriages and Jason remarked that the Roman Catholic
priests in west. Glare were generally occupied in such

26
celebrations on that day from sunrise to sunset.
However, the marriage register in Kiikee Catholic Church 
shows that although very many marriages took place just 
before Lent they were spread over a few days. In all 
it contains, for example, 101 entries rcr 1838 and of 
these 48 were celebrated within the period 22 - 25 
February.

A feature of Irish religious life a.t the time yras
the performance of devotions at holy wells and
Kllfoaragh had several such places of ¿il&rImage. One
of these was St. Senan’s VJell, situated behind .Car Lne
Parade. In the 1820's people gathered there on Good 

57Friday to pray and when John O ’Donovan visited the
parish on Ordnance Survey work at tne end of the next

58decade he noted that stations were still held there.
59Another visitor described it a3 foil oust

It is dedicated to St. Sinon, and together with 
supplying some of the most clear, salutaiy and 
limpid water, Is devoted also to religious purposes. 
It is surrounded by a heap of stones cn which are 
stuck a great variety of rags .... There -was a poor 
innocent croature here, performing her little 
devotions in the purest secrecy.

A few miles outside the town, noc for from the cliffs in 
Foohagh, was Toberkea, che waters of which were regarded



s, as being particularly effective in curing eye complaints," \
V 4 ft in 1904 a centenarian told hov;, in her youth her mother 
M g  brought her to the ’"-dll when she vas suffering from a
¿»saw ,• %»>stye. Then, while she bathed her eye with some of them -sJs®-•¿k̂  ■*
^Cwlwater, her mother performed a round, Before she had$̂.4 s£ i» 9 * ♦

'kkn finished the eye had been cured. 60

SSif-
tftëfK

The above, then, were the principal ways in which
w/Xti&VtKe Catholic people of the parish expressed themselves
3 $ 8 g £ . .'l^f^KÎn public worship. Undoubtedly there vas also a strong*-Ç
^  . » j ,  ,, j  i

tradition of private prayer expressed according to-
vtJ lr' î, f *'àihç.'-h ; traditional formulae. Some idea of tne richness of tnis
í#1 {Í1 éràciition is riven to us in the brief collection of
f W i,
■í̂ \* U‘-Wh

jIKS''

1 5** prayers collected in^tîie early twentieth century and
H-*' published in the Irish Educational Review. G1 To

f- quote just part of one -- a night prayer: 62
m

é  'p y , -

>4 "
®¡?§„ jjf *■*■ i i¡.áíl 
f vÏV h  
•3'Í A A*

- 

-
ti*?*, *v»v 

Spj!v

>
A losa Criost luigh ar leaba liom,
A uainttrocalreach ©Irigh ar maidln liom.
A hhaighdean ghlormhar de lu duine leab fein diora.
Na tri h-aingil Is sine,
Agua ra tri h-aingil is oige,
Na tri h-eingi] is mo comhacht d ’sthair na gloire
Aq teacht i gcoinne m*anacía, a !s go dtugaich alad

leo n e .
.- vvç. >

y.'* A A,
i- tsÍ'U' A Finally, a word on the priest’s income. Fr.Duggan!s

' income was about £200 per annum on average but out of1r

this he had to pay his retired predecessor a pension of
* twenty guineas, £30 and his support to his cura1 e and

¿ I f f e h undisclosed contribution to his bishop. This sum
'íAá%-ií '

M l came from the Christmas and Easter dues together with
h i ,  th e  o f f e r i n g s  on t h e  o c c a s i o n  c l  m*' r»r i a t - es a n d  b a p t i s m s .'S>»t

6

-In Kiikee the position seems tw -lie*ve oosn slightly
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different. The curates who lived with Fr. Comyn,
being boarded and lodged by him, did not receive a
fixed salary but were given instead the proceeds of a
special curates’ collection taken up in summertime.
In 1853, slightly after our period, this amounted to a

64little over £50 to be divided between two men.

4. The Protestant Parjsh.
In 1834 Kilfearagh parish was pert of a union which 

included the entire western peninsula from Kilrush to 
Loop Head. The rector was the Rev. Irwin V.hitty, who
came to the parish in 1777 and resided in Kilrush.
A curate was resident in Kilkee. In early August 1842 

66Mr. 'Ahitty died and on his death the union was

parish with J. Hastings Allen as rector. In January 1844
Rev. Mr. Allen was transferred to Clonlara and was
succeeded by Rev. Mr. Martin who had previously acted

68accurate in Kilkee.
In the late twenties the Protestant parish was 

confronted with the same problem as the Catholic one 
regarding the provision of a church in the tow-n, chiefly 
to accommodate the many summeVisitors. Resident 
Protestants, as vre have seen, were quite few in numbers. 
The parish church, an early 18th century building, 'was 
on the site of the pre-Reformation church at Kilfearagh 
about a mile from Kilkee. However, it was clear that 
facilities for worsnip would have to be provided in the 
town itself and, in any case, the church does not appear 
to have been in very good condition. The question of 
a new church was mooted about th? some time as Fr.Comyn 
was commencing the building of Kllkoe Chapel and his

65

67 Kilfearagh was now constituted a separatadissolved.



reaction shows that though, he was a staunch nationalist 
and champion of the people's rights he was also very 
tolerant towards those who did not agree with him in 
religion. The Freeman's Journal of 17 ¿iovenber 1829 
reported:

Rev. Mr. Comyn, P.P. of Kilkee who is building a 
chapel on the sandhills of that seabathing station,
to which he has himself contributed £50, has 
signified his willingness to subscribe to uhe erection 
of a parish church in the same district which the 
rector is about to commence. This fair principle 
certainly entitles Mr. Comyn to general support in 
the work in which he is now engaged.

By 1834 the old church at Xiliearagh was too small
to accommodate the Sunday congregations during the
holiday season, To sol^e the problem a temporary place
of worship waq/ket up at the end of Marine Parade, near
the Coastguard Boathouse, while service also continued

69to be held in the parish church The new chapel-
70of-ease accommodated 140 people standing.

Meanwhile plans were going ahead for a new Church
but very slow progress was made. Sites ^ere offered 
by each cl the local landlords, the Marquis of 
Conyngham and John McDonnell, and each also oft ©red a 
subscription of 100 guineas. ¿ifter "much disputatlon" 
the site offered by the latter was decided on —

71situated in the viest End adjacent to the quarry.
But a year later, when work eventually began, it was 
on the Marquis of Conyngham's land, where the church 
still stands. Ijhy the change came about we do not
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know "but the nits finally chosen had a much more 
central location in the town. Estimated cost was
£1,400 with Mr. Gallagher of Rathkeale as contractor.
Two years later, in summer 1843, the new church was
finally ready and it was consecrated in August of that

73 74year. Although it had hoen designed to hold 400,
on the Sunday alter the consecration over one hundred
prospective worshippers had to be turned away from its 

75doors -- a happening which gives 3ome indication of
the largo number of Protestant visitors at the time.

The payment of tithes in Kilfearagh parish and
surrounding area does not seem to have led to any
violent protests, though a letter writer to a newspaper
in 1836 remarked of Rev. hr. Shitty, "At the eleventh
hour, whilst on the brink of eternity, this agod
minister cf peace is exacting tythes without either

, 76regard for justice or humanity.' Eovover, twelve
years previously^ P'r. Duggan, who remarked that there
were seizures of implements, clothes, etc., in lieu of
money, said that the rector of Kilrush rias humane.
Rev. hr. bhitty was only one of three people who had e

77right to tithe money from Fr. Duggan’s parishes.

5« Itinerant Preachers.

Itinerant preachers occasionally visited Kiikee -- 
"methody preachers" as Paddy O'Neill described them. 
One "mountebank preacher" annoyed visitors to the town 
during the last week of August 1S45 by blocking up 
the passage to the cliffs, surrounded Ov a group of 
little children, preaching, singing and distributing

7 2
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tracts. ’I'Jhen he left Kilkee he also annoyed his fellow 
travellers on the steamer from Kilrush to Limerick 
by holding forth on deck, surrounded by tracts and 
pamphlets for distribution. Those who tried to escape 
from this by taking refuge in the cabin found a
companion of the preacher reading in a loud tone a tract

79for some ladies.
In July 1848 an even more unusual character 

visited the town. One morning when the people awoke 
they found all the blank walls in the town "placarded 
over with solemn-looking posters, containing mysterious 
prophecies of spiritual ruin and warnings not a few to 
make straight the path of life.’' The reason for these 

warnings was that, the end of the world wes at hand and 
the apostle of doom had chosen Kilkee as his first
theatre of action. During the day he proceeded uo

80the Amphitheatre followed by a curious crowd and there
tried to make himself hoard above the rearing of the
waves. An abrupt anti-climax came when,following an
argument with a local woman, she emptied a bosket of

81periwinkles on him.



ChAPTEK ¿ IX  

POLITICS

*• Support f o r  O 'Cor-nel l

Politically as ^ell as religiously Ir. Comyn v-,as tho 
loader of the people of Eilfearagh pari six and. in his 
politics he yus a wholehearted supportei of O ’Connell, 
la 1828 he gave him his ir.ll becking at the time of the 
faroas Glare election and, judging from an unusual 
incident whlcn occurred some time after1,Yards, he was
followed in this by practically all his parishioners.

1
Cho Clare Sentinel of 18 July 1828 reported:

Several freeholders of the west ol liilrm'h who 

happened to vote for Hr. Pitaderaiu came on 

Sunday last to Rov.Lir. Ccmyn, P.P.of Listeen J-o 

stare that from ti.e moment they were led to vote« 

against Hr. O ’Connell they could not eat or sleep; 

and as the only offer hug they had to make in 

atonement, they wore ready to stand on the altar 

three succeeding Sundays in white, which tnoy 

hoped would prove the sincerity of their sorrow 

and thereby reconcile them to themselves and 

bhoir neighbours. Mr. Cor.yn, however, dissuaded 

them from such a step asearing them he would 

represent their feelings to his floci , who, he < as 

c o m  :!ucud, would forgive end end save u p t „ lor get 

their political apostasy.

After the achievement of Emancipation caum the demand 
for Repeal of tne bnion, and In late 1830 hr. Cornyn was 
probably at the head of a movement In has parishes to gather
signatures for a petition to Parliament on the natter*2 

Ah •



then from 1335 to  1840 O'Connell was In inform al a l l ia n c e  

with the Ih ig s  so th a t re p e a l slip p ed  in to  the background.

In the meantime oth er issu e s  h eld  sway. In 1336 the  

people of K ilfearag h  and K illa rd  p arish es signed p e titio n s  

in favour of m unicipal reform , while a t  the same time names
i

were being gathered  fo r  o th er p e tit io n s  asking th a t the law
g

governing lan d lo rd  -  ten an t r e la t io n s  be amended.

I t  was A p ril 1340 b efore  th e re p e a l campaign was again

launched w ith the foundation of th e N ational A sso cia tio n

of Ireland  for f u l l  and prompt j u s t ic e  or r e p e a l , re-named

three months l a t e r  the L oyal N ational Repeal A sso c ia tio n .

For the f i r s t  two months th e new movement met with scan t

success. Y e t , even a t  th is  s ta g e , F r .  Comyn was a vigorous

supporter of O 'Connell. On Sunday, 1 November. 1840 , he

was one of the £  many p r ie s ts  on the p latform  a t  a re p e a l

meeting held in  the Market Square, K ilru sh , and was the

f i r s t  speaker to  address the 8 ,0 0 0  people who had gathered  
4

to l i s t e n .  On Monday 19th  A pril 1841 we fin d  a re p e a l

meeting being held in  K ilkee Chapel. The c h a ir  was taken

by F r . Thomas S tack , C .C ., while the p arish  p r ie s t  moved

the f i r s t  re s o lu tio n . A2iong th ose present was Mr. Thomas

Reynolds, an o rg an iser from the n a tio n a l h eadquarters of  
5

the movement.

The re p e a l movement met i t s  f i r s t  big t e s t  in  the 

general e le c t io n  of Ju ly  1341 , but managed to  retu rn  only a 

handful o f members to  P arliam en t. In connection  w ith th i3  

electio n  a big rep eal m eeting was held  on Sunday 4 Ju ly  a t  

B ally k ett, near K ilru sh . The huge crowd p resen t was estim ated  

at 3 0 ,0 0 0  — a foreru n n er o f the monster m eetings — and 

among the 3peaker3 we again  fin d  F r .  Corayn.6 D oubtless, h is  

parishioners were w ell rep resen ted  among th e audience.

In 1342 th e tid e  began to  tu rn  fo r  O'CQnnell. Arch

bishop John MacHale and a number of o th er bishops d eclared  

themselves in  favour of re p e a l; the new newspaper The Nation
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(founded in  October 1342) provided favourable propaganda

and the O'Connell " t r ib u te ” brought in  ample campaigning

funds. In January 1843 O'Connell announced th a t t h is

»as to  be "th e  rep eal y e a r” and a s e r ie s  of monster m eetings

»as held throughout the country to  prove h is  s tre n g th .

In aid  June he retu rn ed  in  triumph to  C lare fo r one such

asoting a t B a lly c o re e , n ear Enni3, about which the Lim erick

Reporter c a r r ie d  th e headline "C lare  Demonstration -  the

Greatest ever known in  I r e la n d ."  The crowd was estim ated

at 700 ,000 , gathered from a l l  corn ers of the county and

well beyond i t .  Among the speakers w ith O'Connell we
7find F r . Comyn once a g a in . His presence on the platform

at such a meeting i s  c e r ta in ly  a s tr ik in g  dem onstration of

Ms prominence in  the movement.

In autumn 1843 th e c r i s i s  came fo r  re p e a l when a

aonster meeting planned fo r  C lo n tarf was banned a t  the

eleventh hour and c a lle d  o f f .  Soon a f t e r  th is  charges

were brought ag a in st O'Connell and In May 1844 he wa3 found
8guilty of "con sp irin g  to  e x c ite  d is a f f e c t io n ,"  and

imprisoned. Almost immediately Dr. Kennedy, Bishop of

S illa lo e , ordered a l i ta n y  to  be r e c i te d  every Sunday and

holiday by the p r ie s ts  o f h is  d iocese while O'Connell and
9Ms friends were in  p riso n . And he a lso  recommended th a t  

ia the prayer b efore Mas3 a f t e r  th e words "For the Queen 

and a ll  th a t are  in  high s ta t io n , th a t we may load a q u iet 

and holy l i f e "  th e follow ing should be In serted ? "For
i

O'Connell, the F ath er of h is  co u n try , t h a t ,  being d e liv e re d  

from a l l  dangers he may with renewed energy both of mind 

¡and body, secu rely  accom plish a t  l a 3 t  the g lo rio u s o b je c t  

of his d istin gu ish ed  l i f e  - -  the d eliv eran ce  of h is  

fellow-countrymen from th e b lig h tin g  cu rses of u n ch ris tia n



was r e c i te d  w ith g re a t  fervo u r by F r .  Comyn in  h is  p a rish .

The h ierarch y  as a whole, to o , join ed  in  the p rayers

fo r O 'C onnell. Sunday, 28 Ju ly  1844 , was designated  by

them as a day of n a tio n a l p rayer to  ask  God to  put an end

to  the su ffe rin g s  of the I r i s h  people and grant th e ir
11lead er a speedy l ib e r a t io n . In K ilfearag h  and K illa rd

p arish es F r .  Comyn organized what was d escrib ed  as a

"ju b ile e  on a sm all s c a le "  on th is  o cca sio n . Saturday,

the 2 5 th , wa3 observed as  a f a s t  day and th e  Rosary was sa id

on th a t and th e follow ing n igh t by every fam ily in  the

d i s t r i c t .  On Sunday huge numbers o f people went to  Holy

Communion, " to  the g re a t  e d if ic a t io n  o f the numerous

v i s i t o r s ,"  and the L itan y  of the S ain ts and the prayer

composed by the h ie ra rch y  were r e c i te d  b efore Mass. A ll

joined in  the resp o n ses, including even the very youngest
12

ch ild ren  who had been given tu i t io n  beforehand.

On the Wednesday a f t e r  the day of p rayer F r .  Comyn

forwarded the sum of £51 to  W illiam  Smith O’Brien fo r  the

Repeal A sso cia tio n  on b eh alf of h im self and h is  p a rish io n e rs ’!'

And in  the follow ing week th e U nionist Lim erick Chronicle

rep orted  th a t  F r .  Comyn was pledged not to  ta s te  ard en t

liq u o r u n ti l  the re p e a l of the Union had been accomplished

and added th a t  i t  took th is  to  be id e n tic a l  w ith the Matthew

pledge and enduring as l i f e .  I t  concluded? "We s in c e re ly
14

exLaim ’Ssto p erp etu a’ " .

In September the O’ Connell appeal to  the House of 

Lords proved su cce ssfu l and the p riso n ers  were re le a s e d .

Even though the re p e a l movement s t i l l  pushed ahead O’ Connell 

was h en cefo rth  a broken man and the hope of 1843 was never

and unnatural dissension," ---  a prayer which undoubtedly
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regained. New c o n tro v e rs ie s , to o , sucii as th a t concerning

the Charitable Bequests A ct, came to  the fo re  and here

also F r . Comyn supported th e L ib e r a to r . In February 1845 ,
15

a p etitio n  was signed a t  K ilkee Chapel condemning the A ct.

The gen eral p ic tu r e , th en , o f p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  in  the

parish in  the y ears  b efore  the Famine i s  o f a stron g

national lin e  being taken by F r . Qomyn who was d escrib ed

by the Lim erick R eporter as nthe p a t r i o t i c  p a sto r of 
16

Kilkee". And in  th is  he had th e  staunch support of 

bis fL p a rish io n e rs .

2. Poor Law P o l i t i c s

F r . Comyn*s re a c tio n  to  th e Poor Law le g is la t io n  of

1838 was a very c r i t i c a l  one and he made no attem pt to

conceal h is  view s. In  F i t z P a t r i c k ’ s L ife  of C harles Lever

an unnamed clergyman who o f f ic ia te d  in  Kilkee i s  quoted
17in th is  re s p e c tj

He (F r . Corayh] appeared to  e n te r ta in  some c ro tch e ty  

notions on the working of the poor law s. Hi3 id ea  

was th a t the more paupers were sent to  the workhouse 

the more speedy would be th e downfall of lan d lo rd s, 

and, ra th e r  than pay h is  share of tho r a t e s ,  he allowed  

h i3 k itc h e n -fu ll  of bacon to  be au ction ed  away.

This may o r may not be a c o r r e c t  in te rp re ta tio n  of

Fr. Comyn*s a c t io n s . However, i t  i s  c e r ta in  th a t he

entertained a b asic  o b je c tio n  to  th e poor law . He f e l t

that such a system o f a id  to  the d e s t i tu te  was too  n e g a tiv e ,
1 8

"such d riv e llin g  l e g i s l a t i o n ” as he d escrib ed  i t ,  and 

that i t  would solve no problems. Unless p o s itiv e  measures 

to provide employment were taken then the mass of the
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people would have t h e i r  l o t  in  no way improved. His

position i s  perhaps b e s t summed up in  a re s o lu tio n  passed

at a meeting in  K ilkee in  January 1842 a t  which he was
19the guiding fig u re  i

That i t  i s  the d e lib e ra te  co n v ic tio n  of th is  m eeting, 

th a t  the newly in troduced  system of Poor Laws in to  

th is  co u n try , unaccompanied by employment, w il l ,  b efore  

long, become the f r u i t f u l  source of in creased  m isery  

and s u ffe r in g , and th a t a benign and p a te rn a l  

Government i s  bound, in  nsercy, to  an in d u strio u s, 

deserving y e t long su ffe rin g  p eop le, as  w ell as  to  

the P ro p rie ta ry  of the cou n try , who w il l ,  in  th e ir  

tu rn , become th e v ictim s of a grinding and almost 

p r o f i t le s s  ta x a t io n , to  tak e in to  th e ir  serio u s  

co n sid era tio n  the su ggestion s conveyed in  our p e t i t io n .

Within e ig h t y e a rs  the tru th  of th ese  a s s e rtio n s  wa3 to  be 

seen.

D espite F r .  Comyn1s d is s a t i s f a c t i o n  with th e poor law 

he took a b ig  in te r e s t  in  the e le c tio n  of Guardians who 

would be In  charge of th^rorkhouse and gen eral arrangem ents 

regarding r a te s  e t c . ,  in  K ilru sh  Union. K ilfearagh  p arish  

returned th ree  members and b efore  the f i r s t  e le c t io n  took  

place in  l a t e  August 1839 F r .  Comyn gave h is  support to  

certa in  can d id ates , who were duly e le c te d . A fte r the 

resu lts  were announced i t  was a lleg ed  th a t  the v o te rs  had 

been in tim id ated  by th e i r  p arish  p r ie s t  who, i t  was s a id ,  

denounced from the a l t a r  a l l  who should vote fo r  the 

candidates he did not fav o u r. The com plaint was a lso  made 

that he had a number of h e lp e rs , whom he c a lle d  h is
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’’bodyguard” , who follow ed the person d is tr ib u tin g  the

voting papers and d eclared  th a t those who voted fo r  the

people not favoured by F r .  Comyn could never expect

salvation. F r .  Comyn stro n g ly  denied th ese  a lle g a tio n s

of undue in flu en ce  and m aintained th a t th e purpose of the
2 0

*bodyguard15 was to  prevent in tim id a tio n . No fu rth e r

action was taken by the c i v i l  a u th o r it ie s  on the m a tte r .

there can be l i t t l e  doubt, however, th a t F r .  Comyn had a

strong in fluen ce on the outcome of the e le c t io n . Commenting
21

on the a f f a i r  th e n a tio n a lly  minded Lim erick R eporter said?

41 Vie candidly co n fess , we l ik e  Mr. Comyn. We think  Ire lan d

fants men of h is  k in d ." The Clare Journal wa3 le s s
22favourable when d escrib in g  h is  can d id ates ;

Mr. Comyn w ill not allow  any man who dees not wear 

a fry se  co at to  be appointed a guardian , and every man 

who s h a ll  be appointed must, be a smoker, and take h is  

dudeen in to  th e boardroom to  smoke in  th e presence  

of the Shoneen ex o f f i c io  gu ard ian s.

Two y ears l a t e r  in  con nection  with another e le c tio n

of Guardians Rev. John O’B rien , C .C ., a tta ck e d  from the

1 tar some P ro te s ta n t landowners in  th e  d i s t r i c t .  He was

reported by them to  h is  bishop, Dr. Kennedy, and was

suspended from h is  p r ie s t ly  d u tie s . L a te r  in  the y ear

the suspension was removed and F r .  O’B rien  was appointed
23

curate a t  Clough Jord an . However, he seems to have got

lato trouble with h is  bishop again  and in  June 1844 he

left the C ath olic Church and read  h is  re c a n ta tio n  in  K iIrush

Protestant Church. L a te r  he advanced s c r ip tu r a l  reasons  
2 5for his change. T/Shat e f f e c t  th is  had on the people of 

dlfearagh p arish  we do not know.
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

LANGUAGE and EDUCATION

1. Language ;

A fter h er v i s i t  to  K ilkee in  1835 M ss Knott wrote
«L ^

that few people in  th e a re a  spoke E n g lish , a  remark which !

would apply not so much to  K ilkee i t s e l f  as to  the ru ra l

fart of the p a rish . Obviously a t  th is  s tag e  the I r i s h  t

language was s t i l l  holding i t s  own up to  a p o in t, d esp ite

the fa c t  th a t in  1820 Rev. Mr. I h i t t y ,  P ro te s ta n t R ector ,

of Kilrush, K ilfearag h , a t e . ,  was of the opinion th a t the
2

U3e of I r is h  was confined to  old persons In r e t i r e d  p la c e s .  

However, even i f  I r i s h  was s t i l l  by f a r  the more widely used  

language in 1835 — and a l l  the evidence p oin ts to  th is  —

there were s e v e ra l in flu en ces  making fo r  a d e c lin e . In  1
31808 Dutton, in  h is  Survey o f C la re , had w ritte n ; ”No

,, i
Irish  is  spoken in  any of the sch o o ls , and the peasantry

are anxious to  3end t h e i r  ch ild ren  to  them fo r  the purpose

of learning E n g lis h .” This was c e r ta in ly  an exaggeration

hut i t  a lso  had a stron g element of t r u th . When Miss Ehott

Visited the sch ools of K ilkee she found th a t  I r i s h  was

regularly tau gh t in  only one out of th e s i x .  In  another
4

i t  was taught “from time to  tim e” . The town of K ilk ee, 

too, which brought many s o le ly  E nglish-speaking v i s i t o r s  

to West C lare , must have had an a n g lic iz in g  in flu e n ce . I t  

Has been said  th a t  Eugene 0 'Curry learn ed  h is  English  by 

travelling in to  K ilkee during the summertime in  order to  

hear the language spoken.5

In 1845 , w ith the opening of a N ational School in  <

Kilkee, the cause o f English got a fu rth e r  impetus as th e  

entire classworlc in  a l l  such sch ools was conducted in  

ihglish — even in  areas  where I r is h  v/as the ordinary
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language of the p eop le . I t  was only l a t e  in  the 19th

century th a t  the teach in g  of I r i s h  as a su b je ct got any

re co g n itio n . However, in  K ilk ee, as elsew here, the

N ational School was not th e cause of th e d eclin e  of I r i s h .

I t  only served to  a c c e le ra te  a p rocess which was taking

place in  any event and which was to  be g r e a tly  speeded

up by the Famine. In  1 8 44 , when W illiam Smith O’B rien

announced th a t  he was about to  commence the study o f I r i s h ,
6

the Lim erick C h ro n lclf commented:

I t  i s  a rem arkable f a c t  th a t w ithin  the l a s t  ten  

years no liv in g  language in  Europe has progressed  

f a s t e r  to  decay. In  twenty y ears  to  come, I t  i s  

b elieved  th a t not one hundred persons in  Ire lan d  

w ill  be capable of speaking i t  f lu e n tly  - -  such i s  

the rap id  and u n iv e rsa l spread of in te ll ig e n c e  by 

means of the E n glish  language, through every co rn er  

of Ire lan d  a t  th e p resen t day.

The prophecy was n o t, as we loaow, a lto g e th e r  c o r r e c t ,  but 

i t  did in d ic a te  the gen eral tren d .

In th is  ra th e r  g e n e ra lly  gloomy p ic tu re  fo r  the I r i s h  

language th ere were a lso  some b rig h t sp o ts . Hogan’ s 

D irectory  of Kilkee (issu ed  in  1842) l i s t s  C ornelius
7

0 ’Mealy of Temperance Road as conducting an I r i s h  Academy, 

perhaps th e sane school v is i te d  by Miss K nott. 0 ’Mealy 

was q u ite  a v e r s a t i le  person . Although the a re a  was no 

longer th e g re a t  p o e tic  c e n tre  i t  had been when the  

McDonnells were re s id e n t in  Kilkee in  the 18th  cen tu ry , the  

t ra d it io n  of le a rn in g  s t i l l  lin g ered  on, producing i t s  

g re a te s t  fig u re  in  Eugene O’ Gurry who was born a t  Doonaha, 

ju st a few m iles ou tsid e th e boundary o f K ilfearag h  p a rish . 

0 ‘Mealy played a more humble r o le .  As w ell as teach in g
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Irish  In h is  sch oo l, he was a lso  a t r a n s c r ib e r  of 

a&nuscripis and two examples of h is  work a re  p reserved  in  

the N ational L ib rary  of Wales a t  Aberystwyth (under the 

name Conchubhar 0 M a ille ) . Apart from 0*Mealy, there  

were undoubtedly o th er s c r ib e s  a t  work in  the p arish
}

during th is  p eriod . The M anuscript Sources fo r  a H isto ry  1 

*» of I r is h  C iv iliz a tio n  l i s t s  a work on 18th  century Munster

poetry made by Seamus B est of K ilkee In  1827 and another

f co llectio n  of p o e try , tra n sc rib e d  by Martan 0 Grlobhtha
g

about 1864. As w ell as p laying the p a rt of te a ch e r  and

scribe we a ls o  fin d  C ornelius O’Mealy a c tin g  as c le r k  of
9the Kilkee P etty  S essio n s. I t  is  a  s a fe  assumption th a t

he got th is  p o sitio n  due to  h is  p ro fic ie n cy  in  the I r i s h

language, as undoubtedly the evidence of many, i f  not m ost,

witnesses would have to  be tra n s la te d  from I r is h  to  English  1

for the m a g is tra te s . And in  1847 he held the p o sitio n
10

of secre tary  of the K ilkee Famine R e lie f  Committee.

Apart from 0 ‘Mealy and th e  scrib e s  th ere  were o th e rs , 

too, who had a stron g  a p p re cia tio n  of the value of the

Irish  language. One old  man, when acco sted  by a group of

v isito rs  in  1840 , spoke w ith ra p tu re  of th e  v erses of 

Sheanne ( s i c )  and d isp layed  the deepest compassion fo r  

his h earers who were unable to  understand and enjoy i t s  

beauty. “I f  you could  read I r i s h  and understand i t s  power 

and r ic h n e s s ,“ he to ld  them, “you would never look a t  a 

word of your Sassenach tongue. I r i s h  i s  to  English  what 

jonder A tla n tic  i s  to  a fresh w ater l a k e .” The v i s i t o r s  

then promised him some l i t t l e  books in  I r i s h  such as the 1 

Segro Servant and Dairyman*s Daughter and were d elig h ted  :

at his g ra titu d e  f o r  th e ir  g e n e ro sity , l i t t l e  r e a liz in g

tf-vr _  i .,.T — —  j— * 2 ~ —   --------- —  -*>• J- “ -‘-— J~
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&51? u tte rly  u n fit  such V icto ria n  m oral ta le s  were fo r  

4 nan who had s to r ie s  of Pionn and O isin running through  

hie head.11

Ft . Comyn, to o , could s c a rc e ly  be blamed fo r  the  

général lack  of a p p re cia tio n  f o r  I r i s h .  When he died in  ;

1$M the Lim erick and C lare Examiner wrote in  h is  ob itu ary  

ficticej12

His e x e rtio n s  as a p r ie s t  were in d e fa tig a b le ; 

and h is  m astery of th e I r i s h  language rendered

h is  m in is tra tio n , fo r  th e p ast t h i r t y  years  and .!
1

upwards, among a people purely I r i s h ,  most e f f e c t i v e .
i

EÎ3 successor, F r .  Timothy Breen was eq ually  p ro f ic ie n t

in the language and tau gh t i t  to  th e school ch ild ren  in  
13

Eilkee.

Despite th e e f f o r ts  of these men and o th e rs , 

p articu larly  F r .  Meehan o f C a rrig a h o lt, when the census was 

taken in 1871 th ere  were only 624 people in  the barony of  

Hoy&rta who spoke no English  — out o f a t o t a l  population  

21 ,833 . And by th is  time a ls o , 9 ,8 2 7  p eop le, or  

.•'.early 50$, spoke no I r i s h .
:

2. Education

!

Before the spread of N ational Schools throughout the

country a f te r  1 8 31 , the v a s t  m ajo rity  of ch ild ren  who

received education got i t  in  th e pay sch o o ls . In KHfearagjh

parish the f i r s t  N ational School to  be opened was th a t in

Ellkee town in  1 845 . For th e ed u cation al s itu a tio n  in  the

years before th a t we can get a f a i r l y  good p ic tu re  from

ft survey made in  1824 . In  th a t  y ear th ere  were seven pay

schools in the p arish  attended by 428 C ath o lics  and 
143 P ro testan ts . Three o f th ose sch ools were in  good



thatched houses, th ree  in  mud cabins (one of which was 

Ascribed as a $  wretched h o v e l) , and one in  a farm er’ s 

outhouse.15 Undoubtedly the K ilfearag h  pay schools were 

»fpical of t h e ir  kind. Some such schools provided  

education of a high standard but th e v a st m ajo rity  o f them

throughout Ire lan d  were well d escrib ed  by J .K .L . when he
*. -16«rote.

In the cou n ties of Carlow, K ildare and th e Queen*s 

County very n early  a l l  the Roman C ath olic  ch ild re n  

attend school during the summer and autumn, are  

taught read in g , w ritin g  and a r ith m e tic , but th e i r  

m asters, in  many in s ta n c e s , a re  extrem ely ig n o ran t, 

th e ir  schoolhouses a re  mere h u ts , where th e  

ch ild ren  are  p iled  on each o th e r, and the sexes  

promiscuously jumbled t o g e t h e r . . . .  In the w inter  

months the ch ild ren  do not a tte n d , g e n e ra lly  fo r  

w ant'of c lo th in g , f i r e  and a dry schoolhouse.

Even i f  the te a ch e rs  were good the o b sta c le s  they had

%q cope with were immense. M ichael Meere, fo r  example,

Tarmon West (K ilfearag h  p arish ) had 56 pupils of varying

«£98 in a mud cabin  — alm ost c e r ta in ly  w ithout any common 
17class books. Y e t, d e sp ite  the g re a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s

associated with education  the people sought i t  eag erly  fo r

thalr ch ild ren . Very e a r ly  in  th e 1 9 th  cen tu ry , in  h is

S'Afvey of C lare , Hely Dutton noted th a t every man who could

sjare the money gave h is  ch ild ren  such education  as was 
A8m ailab le. And th is  was s t i l l  tru e  twenty and th ir ty  

fear8 l a t e r .

In 183d Miss Knott noted th a t th ere  were s ix  schools  

In Kilkee. One of these was a c l a s s i c a l  school with about 

tea to f i f te e n  boys This was probably conducted by
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Michael Keavy of Temperance Road who is mentioned in
20jTogan’s guide as a classical teacher. In common with

the reminder of the Kilkee schools it suffered from lack 
of hooks.

However, lack of books was not the only draxvback.
Li another school, conducted by an aged man, the writing
desks were drawn up to the ceiling as the children had no
paper since the previous Easter. The thirty pupils
present had eight spelling book3 and a fevv primers and
catechisms between them. While these were being used by
some of the children, the others had to sit with their

21hands placed before them. And this, indeed, was 
typical of this kind of school. There were no common 
textbooks and there was very little systematic group 
teaching.

Probably the biggest school was the first one visited
by Miss Knott, which had a hundred pupils crowded in to a
room 14 x 13§ feet. A door at either side had to be kept
open to allow the children to breathe. "Vie could hardly
expect to find much system in so crowded a place, but

2 2saw some tolerably good specimens of writing."
Vie have no detailed evidence of the timetable

followed in any of these schools. However, when Miss
Knott and her compansions called to one of them the
children had not yet "returned from their breakfast".
This seems to indicate that instruction began quite early
in the morning and it was only after having completed
their morning lessons that the pupils had their first

23

93

meal of the day.



began to be collected for the erection of a Proto3tant
school. Little calico bags, which were known yb as
"Penny Subscription Purses", were distributed and the

P 4following lines were pasted on them:
Kind friend, this tiny purse was made
That we might get a little aid
To build a school-house at Kilkee.
For many little ones like me.

One penny is the sum we crave
And they will bless the hand that gave
Twill show thou lov’st the saviour’s laws
And help his groat and glorious cause.

The total collection amounted to £278. This included a
£10 subscription from the Dowager Queen Adelaide and the

25proceeds of a bazaar. The school was built near the 
site later chosen for the new church -- at the Carrigaholt 
Road corner.

The census of 1341 showed that the work of the pay
schools was affecting only a small proportion of the
population. At that time there were 1276 people aged
5 and over in Kilkee. Of these 31$ could read and write;
a further 10$ could read and 59$ could neither read not’
write. In the remainder of the pariah thera were
4,862 people aged 5 and over. Of these 13/$ could read
and write; a further 8$ could read, while over 8C$

26could neither read nor write. While proving a lack 
of formal education these figures are to come extent 
misleading. Most of the people spoke Irish end so could 
hardly be expected to be literate in English. Furthermore

Shortly after Miss Knott’s visit to the town funds
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although unable to read or 7/rite they were heir3 to a 
i*ich oral tradition.

The big move towards literacy in English ceme with 
the setting up of the system of National Education by 
the Government in 1831. The system was non-denominational 
but provision was made for the giving of religious 
instruction. And it had the great advantage that the 
State undertook the greater part of the burd3n in build
ing schools and providing teachers* salaries. Books, 
too, wero provided at subsidized prices or even free 
on occasions. Better buildings, better equipment and 
uore regular salaries for teachers all contributed to 
the gradual elimination of the pay schools as the 
National schools forged ahead.

In February 1839 Fr. Comyn applied for a grant 
to?/ards building a National school in Kilkee, a petition 
which had the backing of local Protestants as well as 
Catholics. The school, to be built on ground acquired 
from the Marquis of Conyngham, would be under the 
direction of a committee of four, but Fr. Comyn would 
handle all correspondence with the National board.
It was expected that about 600 children would attend
and the hours of instruction would be from ten to four

27each day for six days of the week. Sixteen months
later, in June 1840, a grant of £149 was finally mads --
but the size of school the Commissioners had in mind was
for only 200 children. It would have two classrooms,

2830* x 20* each.
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On being informed of the Commissioners’ decision 
Fr. Comyn accepted the grant but stated that a school 
for 600 children was absolutely necessary. To this the 
Soard replied that it did not wish to establish schools 
for more than 200. If there was not sufficient
accommodation in one school, then Pr. Comyn should built

29 30 a second. In 1842 work on the building began.
The Board's grant represented two thirds of the estimated
cost, leaving £74.10. to be collected locally -- not
an Insuperable burden considering that in his original
application Pr. Comyn had stated that he could reckon

31on providing £100 out of local funds for the building.
Originally it would appear that Pr. Comyn intended

to follow the Board’s specifications. But at some stage
he changed his mind and the building which eventually

x 32emerged had two rooms, 60’ s 30' each and wa3 capable
of accommodating the 600 pupils envisaged by him. The
inevitable result of this change was a financial problem.
By March 1344 the school was virtually finished. It had
an upper and a lower storey, the former of which had been
completed but the latter still lacked s boarded floor.

33Ho desks had yet been purchased either. Already the
building had cost upwards of £600 -- more than triple
the original estimate —  and funds had now run out.
At this juncture Fr. Comyn applied for an increased grant.
However, the only reply he got was one which stated that
n<7increase could be given and thst 'unless the Qchool was
ready for pupils by 1 October 1844 the original grant

34would be cancelled.
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who was also not helped by some trouble over the lease.
But eventually he succeeded in getting an advance of 

35£50 and this, combined with a personal contribution 
30of his own, was sufficient to enable enough progress

to be made to allow the school to open in February 1845.
With the opening of the school nearly 700 children 

37were enrolled. However, this does not mean that even
about 600 would be constantly present —  the average
attendance at the time would scarcely be one third of
the whole, Despite this low proportion there were still
about 120 pupils present daily in each room -- one of
which was reserved exclusively for boys and one for girls.
Only two teachers were appointed to cope with these large

38numbers —  James Spelman (a trained teacher) in the
39boys’ school and Catherine Dalton in the girls’.

The National Board provided £15 for Spelman’s annual
40salary end £8 for Miss Dalton’s. Additional payment

would be got from pupil payments one penny each per
, 41 week.

The threats of the Board did not daunt Fr. Comyn,
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

RECREATION

Despite the rather grim living conditions of the 
people their lives were by no means joyless ones. As 
vo shall see in the present chapter, they often gathered 
together for amusement, particularly In the summer months, 
and, in general, lived up to the reputation of the Irish 
as a lighthearted people.

1. Old Customs

Mason's Parochial Survey of 1316 mentions a number
of old customs which brightened the lives of the people
and all of which were probably still in vogue twenty
years later. In fact most of them have survived to the
present to a greater or lesser extant. On the first of
April the people played tricks on one another to produce
April fools. A month later, at the beginning of May,
the Maybushes —  probably furze bushes in bloom —
ware cut and erected before the doors of the cabins,
docked with flowers. On 23 June, St. John’s Eve,
bonfires were lit and the young people danced around them.
On Easter Sunday the end of Lent was celebrated with a
breakfast of eggs, while everybody also ate meat on that
day, -- one of the very few days in the year when it was
eaten and an Indication how greatly Easter was esteemed
as a festival. Up to about 1827 a pattern was held on
that day on Scattery Island, combining both penance and
celebration.^ Owing to the amount of whiskey consumed

o
the pattern was terminated by the P.P. of Kilrush.~
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These aro at least some of the customs prevalent at 
the time but doubtless there were others as well, helping 
to produce the general image of the Irishman remarked 
on by Sir Vialter Scott when, sfter a visit to the country, 
he wrotej3 "Their natural disposition is turned to
gaiety and happiness.1'

2. Kllkee Races

Lon̂ . before a single lodge had been built at Kllkee,
races had been held on the sandhills. Not surprisingly,
then, these races were kept up for the amusement of both
visitors and the people of the surrounding countryside.
Sometimes just a singl9 race might be arranged for a
particular day or, if the sponsors were more ambitious,
something approximating to a regular race meeting.

4And these went on, sometimes weekly, right through the
summer, attracting big crowds of spectators, both
visitors and locals. The course by the edge of the sea
was marked out by long poles from which coloured

5pennants fluttered in the breeze.
One method of getting up a race was to arrange a

challenge between two gentlemen, as was done for the
Visit of the Lord Lieutenant, tike Marquis of Normanby,

6in 1838. Or a subscription might be taken up by some
visitors to purchase a prize for a farmers» race —

7a saddle or a bridle. Donkey races were also held,
as many as fourteen donkeys taking part In one such

8contest in 1840. Canoe races, too, were frequently
9held, usually in conjunction with horse races.
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In 1842 a more ambitious type of race meeting was 
arranged —  to be run not on the strand ^ but at the 
rear of Atlantic Lodge on ground now covered, partly at 
least, by the golf course. This was to become an annual 
event, with occasional lapses. But it did not interfere 
with the more frequently held races on the strand.

On the occasion of the 1842 meeting there were five
races on the card and this was fairly typical of the
future pattern. Three race3 were held on the first day,
the principal one being worth twenty sovereigns to the
winner. Then, on the second day, there were two more
races, neither vary valuable.'1'0 The wide advance
publicity given to the races ensured a good attendance
and the proprietors of the "Garryowen" steamer announced
that it would leave Limerick at 6 s.m. on the opening
day to allovr the passengers to arrive in Kilkee long

11before the first race.
The crowds who thronged into Kilkee from the

surrounding countryside came not just fcr the racing alcne
but also to enjoy the many other attiactions ofiered.
The course was lined by many tents and marquees offering

12all kinds of refreshments. These probably included the
vendor of Indian rock who also attended at the strand 
races, announcing to his listeners that hie product was 
’’’composed partly of a rare and spontaneous essence, found 
in the farthermost, part of iJJesopotymia, where the Tigris 
waters the p l a i n s  with waves of liquid gold -- and p a r t l y  

of a honey distilled by a foreign bee, only to be found 
in one part of the deserts of Arabia.” "Come and buy”, 
he invited, "it will cure the col?Jc (sic) end the cold,



old young, and the young happy; only one penny an ounce.” 
ihen there were the wheels dT fortune and other similar 
games tempting onlookers to try to get rich quickly, and 
for the more sober there was the "temperance gamd". 
twelve competitors each paid in a halfpenny and got a 
card. Whoever drew the best trump received a loaf of 
bread as prize.^

For the 1843 meeting a spacious platform was built 
near the winning post from which Mr. Vandeleur's band 
(from Kilrush) gave recitals. The crowd had gathered 
long before the first race. At one o'clock a trumpet 
was sounded to clear the course and soon the first 
contest was under way. A visitor to this meeting was 
highly impressed by the magnificent setting of the course, 
"A spectacle more glorious than all that Ascot, the 
Curragh, or Newmarket ever presented to its ardent 
votaries,"fa s  his description in a letter to the 
Limerick Chronicle.

The days' sport usually did not conclude with the
end of the racing. Other attractions were added, the
most popular of which was "shawl dancing”. Stewards
were appointed, a ring was formed and the pipers end
fiddlers played jfgs, reels and hornpipes as the girls
from Kilkee, Balterd and other nearby pieces competed
against one another. The judgment was then given and
the winners \vent away proudly wearing the shawls they

I Vhad been awarded for their victory. Another form 
of entertainment vras to release a pig with shaved and

and the rheumatics if you are old, it will make the
13



prize, the victory going to whoever succeeded in halting
I Bthe pig’s progress by holding on to the tail.

5. Hurling

On Sunday afternoons and evenings, when the weather 
was fine, the people cf Kilkee and neighbourhood gathered 
on the green near the Catholic church or on the strand 
for dancing and hurling. These usually began at about 
2.30 p.m. and continued until 7 o’clock. The hurling 
generally came to a close when Fr. Comyn arrived on the

i yscene and took up the ball.
The popularity of hurling in Kilkee during pre- 

famlne times is of very great interest because in the 
1880’s, when the G.A-A. was founded in the parish, 
football was the dominant gam© and hurling had disappeared 
-- and had disappeared not only from Kilkee but from 
\7est Clare in general. In the 1830’s end 1840’s, 
however, the situation was very different and exhibition 
games were staged for the benefit of the visitors.
The Limerick Chronicle of 25 August 1841. describes 
one such game for us;

There was a great natch at goal, after divine 
service on Sunday, at the Strand, Kilkee, between 
the Bachelors and Benedicts, twenty at each side, 
distinguished by red and green caps. The 
contest was distinguished by Lhe usual vigour, 
agility and good humour of the natives, and after 
a well fought battle, the Bachelors had thd 
mortification of losing the ball, to the great 
amusement of the many visitors, who enjoyed the

lathered tail. Anyone who wished could compete for the
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references and from a line of one of the songs composed
by Paddy O’Neill, a local celebrity in the 30*s and
early 40*s. The song also shows that such games, with
the same distinguishing marks for the team§ were not 

2 0
u n u s u a l :

In the evening chaps, wid coloured caps,get up a 
hurlin’ match, sir.....

Another unusual feature of the Kilkee hurling was 
Its attractive quality to the visitors. The usual 
reaction to hurling at the time was to ask for its 
abolition. In May 1840 the Limerick Reporter, in 
describing some injuries at a hurling match in the 
Limerick area, stated that "the practice of hurling is 
becoming very prevalent on Gunday evenings among the 
country people, a practice calculated to generate bad 
feeling, and at which very serious and sometimes fatal 
accidents occurred. Nor is it to be wondered at, that 
the like should occur, it being a complete desecration
of the Sabbath  It is, therefore, the bounden duty
of the Catholic clergy and the law authorities to put 
e stop to them instantly. We rest satisfied that the 
exhortation and Influence of the clergy will be 
exerted Sn this occasion, and we hope for the strenrtous

g l
co-operation of the authorities to the same effect."* 
Perhaps the reason why the games at Filkee produced no 
serious rows or injuries was the absence of inter-parish 
rivalry.

That this was a hurling match is clear from some ether

r



In the early 19th centuiy many writers commented 
on the prevalence of drunkenness in Ireland, pai ticularly 
on such occa3icn9 as fairs and patterns. But when 
hiss Knott visited Kilkee in 1835 she come to a favourable 
conclusion regarding the practice of temperance there.
About a month after her arrival she recorded that she had 
.not yet seen anybody under the influence of crink. But 
she added; "We reside in a sheltered situation a little

t - J  t

cut of the town, and the busy season has not yec commenced.
A month later, at the end of her stay, she could proudly
state that her party had seen no woman under the influence

23
of drink and only two men. This did not mean, of
course, that there was total abstinence. There were six

2 4licensed public houses in Kilkee. But it did mean
that there was little drunkenness. Some of Miss Knott’s
friends visited the cottage of one of the men seen drunk
and read to him, his wife, family and a few neighbours 
Kome pamphlets on the bad effects of selling and drinking 
spirits. The reception they got was a friendly one 
and they were even invited back again to read on some 
other occasion. "There is reason to hope that the advice 
given on the occasion was not altogether without a good 
effect." 25

In 1835, as we have just seen, tlere were six
licensed public-houses in Kilkee. It is also quite
possible that there was an even greater number of 
unlicensed ones in the parish as illicit distillation
was very common in the first half of the 19th century.

104

4« Drinking and Temperance
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q£ towns and villages, often having signboards to entice
27

ia the weary traveller. The "roadside alehouse" in a
small cabin at the entrance to Kilkee from Carrigaholt,
uhicb is mentioned in Lever’s Harry Lorrequer, may well

28have been one of them. It is more than probable that
poteen was made In the more remote parts of Kilfearagh 
parish during the 1830’s and 40’s. Constable John 
t'ullsrchy, who was stationed in Kilrush from about 1835 
to 1849, informed the Committee on Illicit Distillation
in 1854 that such activity was carried on in the vicinity

29of Kilrush.
In 1836 a Spirits Licence Act was passed which laid 

down severe penalties for poteen makers -- seemingly 
without much success as the ordinary police had very 
little -power to proceed against those contravening the 
law in this matter. This act also enabled magistrates
to close the drinking booths at fairs and markets at an

30
oarly hour. However, the outstanding factor in
eradicating drunkenness and promoting temperance in the
seven years or so before the Famine was the wonderfully
successful campaign of Fr.Mat-Jhew. Long before he
visited Kilkee in person his fame had preceded him and
many of the local people went to hear him preach and take
the pledge from him In places far afield. In July 1839
more than 200 people from Kilrush, Kilkee and other
pieces in West Clare went to Limerick by the Garryowen
and Dover Castle steamers, en route to visit Fr.Kat\hew 

31in Cork. And caught up in the fever of the crusade,many 
came to the conclusion that temperance could be just as 
exciting as intemperance.

These shebeens were usually situated at the outskirts



on the eve of his visit the Limerick Reporter commented: 
“The people of Kilkee and Kilrush are preparing to pour 
in." On Sunday, 1 December, Pr. Mathew preached m  
It. Michael's Church and then, because of the huge 
crowds, went to the Courthouse to administer his pledge. 
Me was unable to finish that day and again on the foll
owing day he was busy until 3 p.m. The crowds about him 
were so dense at this stage that he was unable to get 
out and an escort of Scots Guards had to be sent to 
release him. This they succeeded m  doing with the 
active assistance of Pr. Comyn, P.P. of Kilkee, and Mr. 
3i. 0'Callaghan. Pr. Mathew, probably accompabied by 
?r, Comyn, now went to the quay where there was a group 
of 700 men still on board the steamers by which they had 
arrived from Kilrush. These were dealt with there and 
then, without being allowed to disembark. It was felt
that if they went ashore they would onl#- add to the

33general confusion.
By mid 1840 negotiations were under way to bring

Pr. Mathew to Kilkee to preach on behalf of the Church
Fund and administer the pledge. Although it was
originally hoped that he would be able to come m  late
August in fact he did not arrive until January 1841.
Already it was reported that most of the people m  the

34area were teetotallers and a proof of this was seen 
when on St. Stephen's Day 1840 an immense crowd of the 
pledged from the united parishes of Kilfearagh and 
Killard assembled on the strand at Kilkee with theiir 
band “playing soul-stirring National airs." They then

106
Later m  1839 Pr. Mathew came to Limerick and

32



‘oad, where he addressed them along with his curate,
35*r. O’Brien« All this enthusiasm for temperance was

scarcely much of a help to the distillery opened by
*'r. J.Wo Patterson in Kilrush m  late 1839 and for which

36
<:e brought over a distiller from the Scottish Highlands, 
»’ithin four and a half years we find him trying to dispose 
of it.37

In January 1841 Fr. Mathew finally came to Kilkee.
:'is chief purpose m  coming was to preach a sermon,
wnich would be the occasion for a collection for the
rew chapel. But he also administered the pledge to

385,000 people in the chapel after Mass. Many of these 
were certainly from outside the parish and only a small 
proportion of them could have been able to find accomw-

a

Olation m  the chapel during the Mass and Fr. Mathew’s
sermon. But after Mass they crowded m  and, following
his usual practice, after a few words of exhortation,
Fr. taathew probably asked them to kneel down and say

39with him the words of the pledge:
I promise, with the divine assistance, to abstain 
from d i  intoxicating liquors, except for 
medimnal or sacramental purposes, and to prevent 
as much as possible, by advice and example, 
intemperance m  others.

‘fter having taken the pledge each person was usually 
*lven a formal certificate of enrolment and a Temperance 
hedal but, most likely, this was not done there and then 
in Kilkee Chapel.

107
proceeded to Fr. Comyn’s house on the Carngaholt



The e f f e c t s  o f  F r .  M atthew’ s c r u s a d e  d id  n o t  prove 

l a s t i n g  t u t  he d id  s u c c e e d  i n  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  way f o r  t h e  

orderly  conduct  o f  g r e a t  m a ss e s  o f  p e o p le  a t  O’ C o n n e l l ’ s 

monster r a l l i e s  i n  C l a r e  and e l s e w h e r e  d u r i n g  1 3 4 3 .

5.  F a c t i o n  F i g h t s
§§ V v

I t  may seem r a t h e r  s t r a n g e  a t  f i r s t  s i g h t  t o

include f a c t i o n  f i g h t i n g  i n  a c h a p t e r  e n t i t l e d

■ R ecrea t io n "  b u t ,  i n  t h e  words o f  K ev in  D anaher ,

■ fa c t io n  f i g h t i n g  was n o t h i n g  more t h a n  a crude  and
40

dangerous form  o f  s p o r t " .  i n  which the number o f

people k i l l e d  and i n j u r e d  was by no means v e r y  g r e a t .

The g r e a t  f a c t i o n  f i g h t s  u s u a l l y  t o o k  p l a c e  on t h e

occas ion  o f  f a i r s  — i n  West  C l a r e  a t  B a l l y k e t t ,  K i lm u r ry  
41

and Kllm aeduane, where p i t c h e d  b a t t l e s  were f o u g h t .

If

Hi

No f a i r s  were h e l d  i n  K i l f e a r & g h  p a r i s h  and i t  i s  p r o b a b ly  %
m

f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h a t  we f i n d  no m e n t io n  o f  f a c t i o n  f i g h t s

over a lo n g  p e r i o d .  However,  f o r  some r e a s o n  which i s

not c l e a r ,  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u i e t  was b r o k e n  j u s t  on th e

eve of t h e  Famine and f o r  a s h o r t  t im e  K i l k e e  h e a rd  th e

shouts o f  th e  r i v a l  Kean and C o l l i n s  f a c t i o n s .

The f i r s t  g a t h e r i n g  m en tio n ed  i n  t h e  new spap ers

occurred on a Sunday i n  l a t e  August 1 8 4 5 .  But  on t h i s

o c ca s io n  t h e  r i n g l e a d e r s  were a r r e s t e d  and p l a c e d  i n  th e

lock-up b e f o r e  t h e y  had g o t  down t o  b u s i n e s s  - -  t o  th e
42

great r e l i e f  o f  t h e  v i s i t o r s .  On tho f o l l o w i n g

Sunday about  a hundred p o l i c e  w e r e  d r a f t e d  i n t o  the  town 

to p r e s e r v e  t h e  p e a c e .  A l l  r e c r e a t i o n  c e n t r e s  were 

c losed and th e  s a l e  o f  i n t o x i c a t i n g  d r i n k  was f o r b i d d e n .

A3 e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  tw o f a c t i o n s  a s s e m b le !  t h e i r  f o r c e s
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tattle once again. However, through the exertions of
£?• Comyn and others the crowds «ere eventually persuaded

43tD disperse without a conflict.
On the last Sunday of the old year a woman had an 

a rat broken In a clash -- for the continuation of wnlch 
the factions gathered again on New Year's Day. When 
Jinaa Studdert realized what was about to happen he sent 
to Kilrush for reinforcements and very soon forty police 
arrived in Killcee along with a detachment of military 
“fell furnished with a full compliment (sic) of ball 
cartridges." Paced with such a display of force the

41prospective combatants had no option but to withdraw.
During the winter several of the leaders were finod 

45and imprisoned. Despite this, the following summer
&rd autumn saw the factions meet again for what were to
¿rove to be their last clashes. In early October 1846

46
"A Resident" wrote to the Linerlex Reporter:

During the past fortnight I have witnessed with
much regret several recurrences of the old faction
fight system, that has so often disturbed this
peaceful locality during the past winter. Day
after day, particularly on an occasion of any
public amusement, the visitors sojourning at this
watering place are startled by the shouts of
country people parading the streets, eager to
fight, and&vincing a disposition that was every
raoment liable to be convulsed by the slightest
opposition from the other party.

Soon after this the faction fighting ceased. This was 
probably due not t&  any efforts of the police but to the 
goneral paralysis which overcame the people .vith the 
^i-ogressive spread of famine.

from the surrounding countryside and prepared to do



HOLIDAY______ RESORT (l)

By the mid 1830’s Kilkee was regarded as one of 
the most fashionable seaside resorts m  Ireland, ^he 
majority of the visitors came from Limerick and surround
ing areas, though many also arrived from much farther 
uiielde For the most part they belonged to the upper 
middle class but they also included members of the 
mobilityo In the first week of August 1843, for example,
the arrivals included Lady Anna Maria Monsell, Lady 
Franklin, the Hon. V/yndham Quin etc., while m  the
name week the ^arl and Countess of Dunraven left for 

1home. At the other end of the scale, quite a large 
number of the poor and destitute also came to the town, 
seeking health or alms or both. In this and m  the 
next chapter we will try to build up a picture of 
I'ilkee, the holiday resort —  How did the visitors get 
to Kilkee? How were they accomodated? How did they 
hpend their time9 etc.

1. Transpogt
Most visitors came to Kilkee by steamer and

jaunting car as the road from Ennis was not very good
end, m  any case, the road journey would take much longer
than the trip down the River Shannon. Steam transport
between Limerick and Kilrush was provided by paddle
oteaners belonging to the City of Dublin Steam Packet
Company. In 1834 this service was provided by the
Clarence which at the end of that year was replaced by
the Garryowen. The Garryowen. a boat 125 feet long with
90 h.p. engines, was built m  Liverpool expressly gor

2use on the Lower Shannon. For the next few years it 
was to be the chief link between Limerick and Kilrush,
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assisted m  the summer season by the Clarence
°r' Kingstown.

Mi-V -l■* 1 1 ' ■**

4 1 ;*h .. . (jl>> y v-, t
flfey. as" he -»either sang or played on his fiddle or bagpipes.
fZXik *' > 1
% fiil’'5’"Manyt-of the songs were of his own composition, including 

in praise of > the boat:
*!f«1 A-r-P  ̂ ' ‘

,*iThe passengers journeying by the fiarryowen could 
¡while; away the journey by listening to ^addy O'Neill,

-u  

&’A W-»f

Oh. Garryowen is_.no more a wrack;
.Whoever-says she is, is a noted ass;

'̂ 'F* iv * she.'s an iron boat that flies like shot
Pa .V' t  i ''. f  , '

■ Against the strongest storpn. (sic)
*0 „■ -
V'fr“V*, t*As early as 1834 dissatisfaction with the service

»„ ̂  ̂  ‘5 v
r^P^'being) provided gave rise to efforts to provide an
pliA, Aj \VP.  ̂ 5$:u;r&lternative one. However, these did not achieve success

, ”i
brH .until-late 1838 when the Dover Castle was put on the. -t f t, ------------------------------

f̂ ^̂ igiver*,in, competition to the G-arryowen. In 1839 -40 the
^Competition between the steamers of the rival companies

'Ais
yKil-??,i?&8 ̂ intense and fares dropped to a very low level. By

»Wr

•"y. A\ August 1839 the deck fare on the Dover °astle was only
f , 7yjlwhile the cabin fare was 1/-. The scene at the

1 ̂ a^ier, m  Kilrush as two of the competing boats prepared
\~£o.,sail for Limerick has been vividly described for us

m il '.  ■ ■r.j > v
'**' \.i r̂ k. a, traveller at the times8

Nothing could surpass the bustle and confusion when
!vC >?*'*■ we reached, the pier at Kilrush, where the two rival 
-̂ IVsw, - steamers, the G-arryowen and Dover Castle (between 
v.-bji'̂ hich there is at this momenji a fierce competition),

’"‘ì/ -«Sv were drawn up and smoking alongside of each other,
ul’*fir;tEach jaunting car as it descended the hill bearing 

its freight towards the pier, was eagerly beset by 
the emissaries of each vessel, and the occupants
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severally accosted with "Are you for the Garryowen?
"Are you for the Dover?" the questioner departing
m  triumph or crestfallen according to the reply
given. Our party were for the Garryowen. and as
it lay the farthest from the quay, we had to cross
the Dover Castle to reach it. When we had safely
overstepped and cleared our way through all obstacles
—  no easy task —  we were able to look about at
the scene of confusion on the pier. Jaunting cars
were coming full gallop along the quay crowded with
eager-lookmg passengers fearful of being late;
men, women and children pushing and jostling each
other on the pier, some brought there by business,
others attracted by curiosity; goods of every sort
piled up , pigs yelling as only pigs can yell;
the creaking crane surging backwards and forwards,
with its weighty cargo —  a huge barrel, a fat pig
sluing by the middle or a bag of oats or potatoes;
and loud above all the dm, the unearthly bellow-
ings and hissings of the steam engine.

Another group who added to the confusion were the fruit-
yomen who went aboard the vessels with their merchandise,

9
trying to make sales to passengers before their departure.

As well as cutting fares the owners of the Dover 
vastle also made another innovation, Sunday excursions 
Getween Limerick and Kilrush. And, doubuless, many of 
these day trippers went on to make a brief visit to KUkee. 
Guch activity on Sunday seemed almost blasphemous to some. 
After seeing an advertisement a writer to the editor of trie
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- It occurs to me, should I listen to the Syren
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Providence may see good to blast all my pleasures, by il'A1 9 A
causing the boiler of the steam-vessel, on which 1 
purpose to embark this day for a trip of pleasure, .neP 'h-isrf ’

* ^ ]} i‘, j* _7 t >- 3 s >1■ • to burst*
* V„*. Uanw others would have been deterred by the rowdy conduct
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an’ bushy hair, an’ talkin’ mglified.”
The Sunday excursions were scarcely very successful.
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However, if the Dover bastle could make the trip on the
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the run to Kilrush m  3 hours 27 minutes. It was now
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being sailed m  a
dangerous manner and that bmt for the presence of mind
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f ' in quite early in the summer.19 One week-end m  A u g u s t 

hat hundreds could find no 
I^Asccoinodation. The police barracks was opened to provide

' - ' i- y  i - \  v  i î  »  n ,
A 13P fth fil t.fshelter for many, while those who hah to be turned away

f"&&pyÊÊÊM£Î%¥Sftnaged as best they could under the stars,20

In April 1841 the Dover Gas+le finally admitted
i* i * t A k "I > >

,kf1ÌfSSPSIf£4éefeat and the 13001 was sold t0 lts rival, the City of 
P * ' V v « -  * , -
> ' - t 4 4 ^ g t ^ ^ u>3lin GomPany

V'-if % 'I <
A new steamer to replace the Kingstown

by i> ï f j  « g S . At*-* it-. also obtained shortly afterwards, the S r m  go Bragh
X a boat of 330 tons, 134 feet m  length, 26 m  breadth.' « .  / i’W'is'S’-SSA''* i  „Vs9̂- ,Vi2f h h *  vv- i, s s *  ^  , •»

-A'*"-* J/jjfeFI ? 4?/ A * '  ^* 1 21’* ” ^ith engines of 100 horse power. However, only two of
’; the boats were used at any one time —  making a sailing

*’ 1 each day m  opposite "directions in summer, sometimes
, > 1 ,-i i-* -H  2 2s “À Sfe'ifi4bringing more than 200 passengers and freight. J With
>• * '§5'* } >" ending of competition, too, fares immediately shot

'4 >
and m  Kay 1841 they were 2/6 for cabin and 1/3 for

■ p . ,

4  '  2 3 -'5 ft®ck passengers..
A *i
i" * The first uart of the journey to Kilkee ended at» • -1, 'v ■ *,‘ *4  b fifL  * / » u  ,2 v 4 v /P ,Kilrush or, more precisely, at Cappa, just outside the

‘ A s S t “ÎîH.VAi & -*f ‘,p*? . town* However, m  1838, when the Lord Lieutenant, the*  ̂ i? .¿PteLP*- -

s  ' '£ > * * ’ '  * ^ -A j -S r  « *

W “; i« ia rQ.u i s ° f  N o rm a n b y , v i s i t e d  K i l k e e  a  r a t h e r  u n u s u a l
S’ ’ .

¿ A f / ¿ p ro p o s a l was P u ^ t o  h im  —  t h a t  K i l k e e  w o u ld  b e  b e n e f i t e d
i k i â A i  ii.!’ SrAi-A hv
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5  V i t ? -  f t ,  i t i t â #  r ’

-« /¥-v, by the building of a canal, a little more than a mile mfiu. ^
\~yll r • length, between the tovrn and the Shannon Estuary. If this
'“̂WvAwere done people and goods could be brought directly from

-'v* Limerick to Kilkee v/hen the tide m  the river was favour-
 ̂iffAs*<̂< jf* j i

fyoSW/: able. Three and a half years later this idea was still
being considered and a resolution concerning it was
»/'Pi
among those adopted at the meeting m  January 1842 to
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* f-ieh w© have referred earlier. But no success was ever 

v:-¿laved.
The final eight miles to Kilkee had to he travelled 

1*1 road --in the 1830’s by open jaunting car. Later, 
i'svover, larger vehicles were put on the road. The 

mting-car rates were 1/- per person, or 4/- per car. 
l\\, when the competing steamers were providing almost free 
?\?or travel in the summer of 1840 the car drivers shoved 

their fares to 6/“, 10/“ or even 15/“ per car, to the
2 5I«»ad protests of visitors. The most well known of these 

rxr drivers was John Mclnarney or Shawn Bawn who frequently 
■grate letters to the newspapers and styled himself as 
"Proprietor an’ dhriver ov the easiest an’ most commodious 

an’ the kindest an' most indefatigable horse in all 

H l k e e . " ^

The competition between the jaunting-car drivers
tA3 razor-sharp and a3 soon as the steamer berthed at Cappa

27tUdy jumped aboard in search of passengers. It was
;?obably the same spirit of competition which led to some
furious driving on the KLlrush - Kilkee road, sometimes

28%iih one car forcing another off the road.
In 1340, as we have seen, the car drivers shoved up 

tfesir prices. However, they may have been trying to make 
such as they could before being put out of business, 

«icausa in May 1340 it was reported that Mr. Williams of 
zHe City of Dublin Steam Company was contemplating the 
trying down of a railway between Kilrush and Kilkee.
fkQ expense was calculated at £400 - £500 per mile so that

r 29i total of about¿3,000 would be quite sufficient.
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s too expensive. Instead, a tram^would be laid down
a horse on this tramway could move at the rate of

l,t o.p.h. carrying four ton3 weight. In this way the
30

¿'limey could be made in half an hour. This was the
—  but like many other projects for railways between

<Ukee and Kilrush In later years it never got any further.
1845 was the year of the "railway mania" when, as a

^»temporary later wrote, "lines both possible and
^practicable were projected, In every conceivable quarter

31:iroughout both countries." Not surprisingly, then,
question of a line between Kilkee and Kilrush was

sjriously discussed once again and it was hoped also, by
„lidding a railway embankment, to reclaim about a thousand
«'-‘.£*03 In Poulnasherry Bay. Passenger traffic, it was

32. "tdaated, would be 35,000 per annum. Colonel Vandeleur
t Kilrush declared his willingness to contribute a generous

towards the cost and in mid August three engineers
drived from Dublin to survey the route from Kilrush to 

33islkee. in mid October the Limerick Reporter carried a
-if page prospectus for the "Kilrush, Kilkee, Dublin and
‘Ifast Junction Railway with power to extend the line as

34as Ennistymon." But two months later it announced
Hfch. regret that the plans of this railway had not yet

35
’ ,oa lodged with the Board of Trade. The high hopes of 
'*;,aer and early autumn were clearly coming to nought.

But a change of mind soon took place. Steam would



Most of those who came to Kilkee on their holidays
isae in family groups and generally stayed for at least a
&sath. Indeed, the town’s prosperity relied heavily on
iaose families who came year after year —  mostly from

¿torick. In early July or August they hoarded the
steamer in Limerick bringing their own servants and perhaps

36& horse and carriage as well. In a sense It was a
transplanting of a little Limerick in Kilkee.

As the families stayed in lodges the demand for notel
Mocmmodation was not very great. Nevertheless, in the
«id thirties there were three hotels in the town, each

5 7
it which charged 25/» per week. The first of these,
originally a low thatched house, had been opened about
iiSO by Catty FitzGerald and for forty years, until her
¡retirement, she continued to cater for her clients simply 

38feat effectively. This hotel was situated on Francis
street, and nearby on the same street, was the Conynghaia
■tos. The third hotel, owned by Mrs. Shannon, was
originally in the same area but in the early 1340's she

to the West End and renamed her hotel The We3t End
£6tel. Mrs. Shannon was also proprietress of the local

39test and Stamp Office. Early summer 1843 saw the
5>eaing of Moore’s Hotel (on the site of the present
T.ydro Hotel) and this was henceforth regarded as the

40¿̂ enier hotel in the resort.
As we have seen, It was not in the hotels but in the 

tolges that mo3t people stayed. In the spring the local 
$90ple could be seen preparing busily for the approaching 
mson, giving particular attention to the outward

Z* Accommodation



appearance of their lodges. As a result whitewash brushes
were in groat demand at the time. In the immediate
pre-Famine days the number of available lodges was rapidly
increasing —  with plenty of incentives from those who were
anxious to ¿et sites. In 1841 John MacDonnell was offering
sites in the West End on leases for ever, and including in

42the bargain free stone from the nearby quarry. In
February 1844 twenty lodges were in course of erection and
were expected to be completed for the coming season, while,
a year later, one hundred men were employed at the quarry

43raising stones for more new lodges.
August 1845 saw the current Marqutas .Conyngham pay his

first visit to his estates in lest Clare and he was given
an enthusiastic reception in Kilkee. A large bonfire was
lighted in front of his hotel and he was greeted by a
cheering crowd. Then, in an interview with Fr. Comyn^he

44
promised to cherish Kilkee's future interests. This
promise seemed to be bearing fruit when, a month later,
it was reported that he had requested a plan and estimate
for a terrace in front of the bay and was also contemplating
the erection of a range of villas on the eastern side of
the bay.̂  At this same time Mr. Hamilton, agent to
John MacDonnell, was employing about a hundred men in
constructing a road from the We3t End quarry to Intrinsic 

46Bay.

The bigger lodges, which were described as fit for
noblemen and their families, cost an average £15 - £20 per
month, though the very best, such as Rockmount House, could

47command 100 guineas for the season (about th^ee months)
4



4-swage size lodges cost £6 - £8 per month and the smaller
a m  £3 - £4. These prices included milk, potatoes and 

48 There might also he same fringe attractions as
49

4 m be seen from the following advertisemeats

Sea Bathing, Kilkee 
Merton Lodge 

Will he let for two or three months, or for the 

season. The whole was papered, painted and 
enlarged last year, and contains two sitting rooms, 
six best Bed Rooms, three servants' do., Kitchen, 
Larder, Scullery, etc. A Lock-up Yard encloses 
a Coach House, Stable and other Offices. The 
Tenant will be supplied with as much turf as he 
requires, the use of a Bathing Box anti. Slipper Bath. 
He can also have a well enclosed Field for a Milch 
Cow or Horse. The House, which is on the sheltered 
side of the Bay, stands in the midst of some neatly 
kept Pleasure Ground.

Such advertisements by individual lodge owners were
tat uncommon. Occasionally too they banded together to
jmlaim the attractions of Kilkee, probably hoping to
notice people away from the other rival resorts on the Clara

50Mast, Milt own and Lahinch. The advertisements of their 
taros show that the lodge owners in general possessed good 
;usiness sense in attracting customers. And when a book
ing was made they might require a deposit to ensure that

51iitwe were no frivolous cancellations.



As the number of lodges grew so did the trade of the
Z$m and in the decade before the Famine many new businesses
*sra opened. In 1838 Mr. J. Ely of Limerick established
fancy bazaar in which clocks of all kinds, musical boxes,

itosden china, London jewellery etc., were available.
Ar.d in an advertisement which now reads rather quaintly he 

52stated:
The splendid stock of elegant Articles is such as 
cannot fail to gratify the taste of the most 
curious; but puffing not being the custom of the 
proprietor, he will feel obliged by an early visit 
occular (sic) demonstration being the best proof.

Mr. Ely was only one of a number of Limerick business-
53who opened branches in ELlkee, while home investment

ii3 not lacking either. In 1844 Hugh Hogan opened a shop
soar his Baths "for the sale of Groceries, Wine, Spirits
rtd Provisions in General." In it one could obtain French
‘¿randy, Guinness* XX Porter, Lemonade, best Havana cigars,

54¿aeon, Flour, etc. Another shop, described for us by
h visitor In 1840, was much less elegant but providing
«laost everything one could name. It formed part of a
tm-roomed house, one end of which contained a counter and
isae shelves. On these shelves there were "muslins,
ribbons, tapes, pins, laces, mixed up with bread, bacon,
coup, meal, lard, dried fish, china jugs, mugs and plates,
matter, ink, starch, candles, salt hari’ings, eggs, blacking 

55etc." For some visitors a visit to a shop such as this
fas an event to be remembered because of Its quaintness.

l a i

5, Shopping and Postal Facilities



1341, the town was very well provided for as regards
hops. In fact, m  some respects it must have been
mique. In 1842 we are told that it contained twelve
‘/.•king establishments. This number may seem very high
cut it is rather moderate when contrasted with the

56(pun's eighteen butchers —  and the irade of all of
these must have been done almost entirely with the
visitors. Many, if not most, probably closed m  winter.
’’iss Knott noticed a rather unusual practice of some of
'he 2iocal butchers m  trying to sell their meat. On
the day before a cow was killed it was driven from
house to house to give the people a chance of ddmirmg
it and informing the owner which part they wished to be 

57supplied with.
Despite increasing business local traders had to

cope Y/ith one major obstacle. Many families were
inclined to bring their own provisions with them from
limerick. As a result, we find advertisements stressing
the point that the quality of goods obtainable m  Xilkee
'rs just as good as anywhere else and that they were as
cheap as m  Limerick. In fact, as Pat Kean pointed out,
the person who bought m  Kilkee saved hmself the cost

58of freight and risk of damage.
The local post office was contained m  Mrs.Shannon 

premises. However, she was not to blame for the Sissat 
isfaction which arose with the postal facilities m  the 
uvrly 1840’s. In 1842, m  order to achieve a saving of 
010 per annum, the postal authorities decided that the
post for Kilkee would no longer be Carried by mail-car
>- *' 59, * from Kilrush but v/ould be brought by a boj" on foot,

.11 m  all, as we have seen m  describihg Kilkee m
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1* a little boy at that, as the Limerick Reporter pointed
* .t«®® The journey took him three hours The
l̂ jglok Chronicle described, the change as ^discreditable”
; ■ the authorities and remarked that the mail for Kilkee

62»raged five hundred letters per day in summer. In
- / 1843 the people of Kilkae memoflalled the Postmaster

63* i>3j?al to speed up the delivery and two months later a
, ;iy was received stating that in future the mail would

64* *. conveyed to and from Kilrush by car. A week later
- * official from the General Post Office arrived in Kilkae

65talks the necessary arrangements.
Mother source of dissatisfaction was the method of 

.^tribution of the mail. Up to 1843 the people had to
* Isct their own mail at the post office and this must 
H  sometimes led to quite a scramble as it was suggested 
,\5> a few policemen might be present at the time of the

gg
~ ‘«X’s arrival to maintain order. In the summer of 1843
* fbctaan, or letter-carrier as he was described^ was 
'Cached to the post office. But here again there were snags.

mail did not arrive until th$4vening so that delivery
' not commence until nearly eight o’clock. On one

as ion, at least, the letter-carrier had not completed
6 7•n rounds by midnight.



CHAPTER TEN

HOLIDAY RESORT (2) 

i, Recreational Facilities

The natural advantages of Kilkee were sued that,
panted fine weather, the holidaymaker could fill his
“if.y quite easily and enjoy ably. Most of all he would
probably want to bathe and already Kilkee enjoyed the
imputation of providing the most convenient and safest
tabbing on the Clare coast and even much farther afield.'*'
AQmver, there were some difficulties. The men were
«scustcmed to bathing without trunks, even on the strand,
and many ladies felt that they could not stroll there
fehile such bathing was taking place. A protest was made
Md, as a result, a meeting of magistrates, visitors and
ledge owners was held in August 1833 and the following

2resolutions were adopted;

Resolved:
That we have witnessed the disgraceful practice of 
bathing on the Strand at Kilkee at all hours of the 
day, to the great annoyance of Females, who are by 
such indecent exposures, prevented from exercising 
on the beach. That it is expedient that some 
measures should be adopted to prevent a recurrence 
of the practice; and, with this view, it is 
resolved that the strand shall be divided into three 
parts; that two sides thereof, to the right and 
left, shall be appropriated to the use of the Female 
Visitors for Bathing, and that the portion of the 
Strand, defined by posts in the centre, shall be for 
the use of the male part of the visitors, up to the 
hour of Ten o'clock in the morning of each day, but
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that after that hour, no male persona shall he 
permitted to bathe on the strand. That we are 
determined by every means in our power to put an 
end to the shameful custom which prevails, of 
naked men riding horses through the water; and 
that the police shall receive instructions to 
seize all persons offending, in order that they 
may be prosecuted according to Law; and that all 
male persons bathing on the strand after the 
prescribed hour shall also be prosecuted.

Utor some years these regulations fell by the wayside to
4 greater or lesser extent and in 184b they nad to be
renewed by the magistrates after some complaints had been 

3received. In June 1845 we are told that the magistrates 
j.«i police were now strictly enforcing the bathing 
regulations. Ho men or boys were allowed to bathe, 
presumably from the beach, between 10 and 4. However,
■jstween 4 and 5 an opportunity was given to the men —

5
4sut "not to exceed one hour.” Soon afterwards the

coming limit was set at 8 a.m.
Any man, then, who wished to bathe after the morning

6ftaadline had to go to the Pollock Holes, the Churn,
7»¿ms1 Hole or some other place off the strand. Quite a

8; inter of drownings occurred during these years and it was
iolt by some that the prohibition against bathing on the
strand was tno cause of several, at le ast of these by
¿impelling the men to go to bathe in places which were not

9particularly safe for the novice. Finally, in 1851, a
secession wad made allowing men to bathe from the strand 

10
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Apart from the presence of a few old invalid men who
insisted on their rights, the ladies had the beach to
IHwaaeives for the greater part of the day. However, they
llaited the sea, not for a swim but in order to take a
;\„ freshing bath. Possibly they would not have been able
X'i swim because of cumbersome sea-wear. In performing
iheir toilet at sea they were assisted by bathing women
fij© also carried them out to a reasonable depth in their 

11
*2538.

In 1838 Lady Chat ter ton visited Kilkee while $, 
Inhering material for her book, Rambles in the South of 
Ireland, and was quite impressed by what she saw. The 
tr.a defect was the difficulty experienced by ladies in 
bathing. As a result she provided at her own expense a 
S&rge bathing box which could be towed out to sea by a 
sera®, thereby allowing its occupant to wash in sea water 
Sh- perfect safety attended by a bathing woman.12 The 
tetire operation was probably not very different from the 
following description of a lady bathing in an English

1.5teaort, Broadstairs, at the turn of the present centuryi 
We undressed in the bathing machines. Then we were 

¿ragged out by the horses into fairly deep water so that 
we could descend the four or five steps well into the 
sea - for reasons of modesty. When we came info the 
water there was an old lady with a sunbonnet standing 
up in the waters She would take hold of any of the 
children and give them a good ducking beneath the 
water. She was known as the bathing-woman.

Xho bathing box presented by Lady Chattartan, which was 
'jailed after Its donor, became a prominent feature of the 
Eilkee scene. Photographs taken in the 1870*8 or 1380's
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trtOtf one bathing box differing from all the others by
ieaaon of its very big wheal3. Very probably this was
lady Ghat ter ton. As can be seen from one of the
»vertisaments which we have quoted earlier there waro

&J.30 other bathing boxes available (though only for
14whdreasing) which were painted a gay red.

The bathing women in ELlxee, as in Broadstaira, were 
¿jployed to dip ¡small children --by carrying them into 
:ho sea and than frequently immersing them completely in 
the water, with, as one could expect, resultant protests 
from the children concerned. Miss Knott interceded for 
one such victim —  a poor beggar boy who vías being dipped 
Hn a most unmerciful manner” while his "hardhearted” 
¿aether looked on. " Video. brought out of the water the
poor creature was quite convulsed. People employed to 
dip children are not always aware of the injury they do
by putting them repeatedly under the water without allow-

ISing them time to breathe between each Immersion.”
If something more than mere bathing was required by 

the visitor who came to Kilkee for the sake of his health, 
then Mr. Hogan's Baths were available from 1840 on. 

lad the choice facing the prospective customer was almost 
breath-taking —  "Warm, Gold, Russian, Shower, Steam,
Hot Air, Sulphur, Iodine, Chlorine, Harrowgate, etc.”
The prices in 1841 ("considerably reduced this season”) 
ranged from 6d. / for a tepid or cold snower of seawater 
to 3/6 for a Harrowgate Hot Air or Vapour Bath.
Hr. Hogan’s own special recoiomendation for invalids’was 
the Saline Vegetable Bath of which he himself was the
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originator. Price —  2/6.
The Baths were open from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., hut,

If that was not sufficient, Mr. Hggan advertised tnat a
portable bath, with hot water and attendant, would be sent
%o> any of the lodges at a quarter hour’3 notice. In fact,
t.je proprietor’s business capacity was such that little

17¡»as left to be desired. The advertisement continued:

The Ladies’ and Gentlemen!s Baths are in different 
wings of the building and have elegantly furnished 
reception rooms attached. Experienced Male and 
Female Attendants are engaged.

In 1843 a man named Captain Clarldge wa3 enjoying a
wry high reputation in Limerick and elsewhere as a
bydropathisfc and under his aegis hydropathic societies
wre set up here and there throughout the country, includin

13in Limerick. His general line of treatment was to
swathe the patient in a huge number of blankets to heat
the body before taking a cold bath, by means of which, as
as claimed, a cure was effected from rheumatism and
¡Similar complaints. In late June he vi3ited Kilrush
&ad Kilkee and was besfg-ged by invalids anxious to try 

19
hifz treatment. All thi3 provided Hugh Hogan with food
for thought and before the end of September he was
siaiming that he had discovered how to cure rheumatism. 
kid his method was much simpler than Claridge’s. All 
%bM patient had to do was to take one of his hot air 
tat ha, transfer to his cold shower and alter that wrap 
,ll*2SQlf up for a time in the warn blankets which were 
provided. An advertisement in the newspapers also

16



• •'*- —   -*------

n
x

f
z

■*

129

), Included an affidavit from Mr. Thomas Hayes of Limerick ',
f
i soolaring that this treatment had cured him from acute
^  20 
-i rh eu m atism .
¿ .11

'} Undoubtedly Hugh Ho^an wa3 Kilkee's most enterprising
businessman. In 1842 he produced a guide-book for the

I
*km which contained a complete list of all the lodges (

4
’i together with the number of bedrooms etc., in each. To

those who sent a Po3t Office Order for 3/6 the author 1
i

premised to pencil in the rent of the lodges, with the
\ 21  quantity of potatoes, milk and turf supplied by each.

Despite the fine service provided by Hogan’s Baths
s. *tot all who wanted to take a shower bath frequented them.

¿noh a bath could be taken quite easily by getting someone
to pour the water from a height over the head and shoulders.
fat this method could have its dangers. In September *
JJ46. a young woman who was receiving such a shower bath
on the rocks near the sea was suddenly swept out by a huge

22'«ave and drowned.
Apart from the person desiring a change of air and 

laonory many delicate people and invalids came to Kilkee 
// in search of a cure. When Mrs. Shannon was advertising 
for her boarding house in 1831 she concluded as follows:23

Her house being frequented by people seeking the 
benefit of their heal*oh only, the most perfect 
order and quietness may be depended on being 

< observed.
j

*
t Indeed, Kilkee’s name wa3 to a great extent founded on the

i&provement experienced by visitors who were in indifferent4w*

K i

A nmlth. Some examples were even quoted of crippled
people who had been able to lay aside their crutches after 
«pending some time in Kilkee.24 In fine weather the

\



iavalida were brought on couches to the strand in or dor
?$ get the full benefit of the invigorating sea air,
wile some who were suffering from spinal complaints were ;
i&id on a broad board which was carried by two persons

25Sato the water where the invalids were gently dipped. ^
:f%& town was also fortunate in possessing two spas within 

26% mile's radius and,at a time when spa water was very
highly regarded, no doubt they attracted some visitors.

After a plunge into the sea on a fine day what was
tn be done next? Many people opted for an excursion or
hvy' a outing —  perhaps to Carrigaholt, the Bridges of

27Haas, Dunllckay, Baltard or even the Cliffs of Moher.
rfom 10 o'clock on, th8 cars would begin to stream out of
ifikee in various directions, often travelling together

28la large groups with perhaps a piper to provide music.
< many the actual destination was to a large extent
lanaterial. There was the enjoyment of the sunshine,

a picnic by the cliff side for lunch and afterwards*
if there was a group, mu3ic and dancing which might continue 

29.„.til dusk. One aspect of the return journey, hov;ever,
i&ve rise to some complaints. Quite frequently the car
?;>und its way barred by a string of worsted tied across
'i£0 road, a device used by the people of the nearby house
43 stop its progress in order to obtain money from the 

3 0visitors.
A trip in a canoe to explore the coast near the town 

»us one possible alternative to an excursion and on fine 
t&js the boatman were very busy. However, a correspondent 
Of the Limerick and Clare Examiner in 1849 urged caution 
txt> making a decision: "I would strongly recommend parties
visiting this bay to be cautious as to canoes, and select



itla weather if they cannot be content with terra firma."
44 we have seen these canoe3 were quite dangerous in heavy

and many fishermen lost their lives on different
issaaions. The visitors seem to have fared much better
m i  chere is no record of any caiualtiea.

Excursions and boating were for the finer days. But 1
mere were few days when it was not possible to walk as

32fir as the Amphitheatrea or Look Out and a stroll each
iiy was a must. The author of Letters from the Coast 

33of Clare wrotes

The Amphitheatre is the grand rendezvous in this 
place. Everyone in Kilkee seam3 to think himself 
in duty bound to visit it once a day at least; 
you are always sure to meet all your friends either 
there, or else on the road to or from it.

During the summer of 1836 most strollers continued on
~ast the Amphitheatre as far as Look Out Hill. In the
little bay below this hill on the previous 30 January the
intrinsic" of Liverpool had been wrecked in a fierce storm.
ill those aboard -- about fourteen people —  died in the 

34iiaaster. Part of the "Intrinsicrs" cargo consisted
¿t copper and steel and it was felt that it would be
worthwhile to institute salvage operations for these.
Isoordingly, Mr. G.A. Deane, inventor of new diving equlp-

was engaged for the task. He arrived in Kilkee in
tiay 1836 and within a few days had succeeded In locating
that remained of the ship and cargo - in a ravine under

35isoive fathoms of water. The place was marked with a. 
irioy and then the slow and difficult task of salvage began.



In early June the body of one of the crew was taken from 
36the ship and then, on calm days, the Iron and steel

37and other goods were gradually brought ashore. During
the summer the work went on and proved a big attraction

38to the visitors. Among those who visited the scene 
of oporations wa3 Tom Steele, himself the author of a

39
book on submarine operations and maker of a diving bell.
During his stay in Kilkee Steele made a brief descent in

40the diving suit.
When salvage operations ceased the Amphitheatre oncg

again became the main meeting place for friends on the
western side of the bay. However, it was also more than
this. It was in a real sense an open-air concert hall
in which the crov?d sat on the terraces as they listened
to some performer. On Sunday 12 July, 1840 a group
of people gathered there to hear Mr. John Murray of

41Limerick play the cornopean. Two years later it was
the venue for a concert given by the band of the Limerick

42Musical Academy. And in early September. 1843 "a
>>spacious saloon was fitted up there in which a number

of musicians playing the harp, pipes, cornopean and
violin provided entertainment. Refreshments were also
available and the day was usually concluded with dancing

43to the accompaniment of the music. Indeed, whatever
defects Xilkee may have suffered fro/a, shortage of music
was not among them. Even when a group of people went
out for a walk they might find themselves accompanied by

44one of the many Itinerant fiddlers.
Some wanted more strenuous amusements end these 

more energetic ones could enjGy a ride on a horse or a 
donkey -- ’whether cantering across the strand or splashim
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through the sea. "About twenty donkeys are always ready, 
booted and saddled for ladies, as well as gentlemen, at 
the rate of 4d per hour." However, it was the children 
who most enjoyed the novel experience of & ride across the
strand on a donkey, under the careful supervision of the

43 Iyouthful hirer. Apart from riding, the children
enjoyed themselves on the strand in the usual manner of
children of all times -- in the words of a contemporary i

46 :describing them at play at Kilkee: "Some running races
on the smooth firm sands...and more amusing themselves
with throwing sticks and pieces of oar-weed into the
water for two fine dogs, who plunged barking into the
waves."

For those who liked to take things in a more 
leisurely manner a visit to the reading room was in order, I
where the London, Dublin and provincial papers were

47available. And there was ample opportunity, too, for 
a bit of leisurely fishing. Some gentlemen liked to
spend their time scanning the horizon with their

48telescopes in the hope of seeing a sail, either of a 
coaster or of a ship heading out into the Atlantic from

Ithe Shannon. Perhaps it was one of these who noticed
the great sea serpent which was repoiated to have been
seen sunning itself off the Clare coast near Kilkee in

49September 1850.
When dusk came it did not yet mark th-* end of the daj

A letter-writer to the Limerick Standard in August. 1840
50gave his version of the various amusements engaged in:



At night the real divarshin1 comas on. Everything 
imaginable gattin’ forward. Lsshins o' punch, 
cards, pitch an' toss, dice or a dlvllnent.

sic
God help the bathin’ boxes about two in the mornin 

it was at this stage that the fiddlers really came inuo
I

•;heir own. Organized balls or dancos do not appear to
utve been held very frequently, apart from one held in

51conjunction with the annual major race meeting.
However, anyone could arrange to have a dance in a private
lodge and these dancing parties were a regular feature of
life in Kilkee during the summer. The first prerequisite
«¿3 to secure the services of a musician. Pipers were not
?ory plentiful and some families even brought their own

52pipers with them from Limerick. Fiddlers were more 
easily got though, on occasions, because of the large *
number of dances being held, a fiddler was known to play 
for two parties in adjoining lodges. When singing 
commenced in one he went out to the other and then return
ed v?hen singing began there.^

When a musician had been hired for the evening the 
host then took a stroll along the strand issuing invitat
ions to those who were not already engaged elsewhere.
These, in turn, returned the invitation later so that a ;

54regular round of dances was kept up. The actual dances 
ranged from the traditional Irish jig to the latest 
feshion, in the 1840’s- the polka.

Some preferred a game of cards to a dance -- and 
these sessions sometimes lasted until the early hours of 
the morning.55 there was also the occasional concert



when somebody like Mr.Gallagher, the ventriloquist,
57or Mr. Gardiner, the comedian, • visited the town. Some

more unusual performers, too, met with a good deal of
success. Mr. Wilson, a phrenologist, was able to dran

58large cro7;ds to listen to his lectures. "Mr. Wilson
examined the heads of many of his auditors, thereby
affording them the most satisfactory te3t of the practical
utility of the subject by exposing to view the hidden
3ecrets of that wondrous prison house, the human brain."

Occasionally, though, the nocturnal amusements of
some might not be quite as peaceful as this. In August
1840, a party of young men, on a visit to Kilkee, twisted
the knockers from the doors of some houses in Marine
Parade, "while the trembling females inside, awoke by the
noise, every moment expected the housebreakers would
burst in upon the sanctity of their quiet and peaceful
asylum." After this they went on to wrench the doors
off some of the bathing boxes on the strand. This
seems to have been quite fashionable at the time because
a fortnight later there was a similar occurrence at
Salthill, only this time the bathing boxes were thrown 

59into the 3oa.v

2 . Visitors and Fatives

In so far as it Is possible to asesitaiu it, the 
attitude of many of the well-to-do visitors to the less 
well-off natives of Kilkee w&3 one of amused tolerance 
and condescension. In the early yoarc of the nineteenth 
century Hely Dutton wrote that In Clare nany pagan rites 
still remained, "and the poor ignorant native little

ob



I
his Maybush, that he is using the same ceremonies the

..6 0worshippers of Baal did. Traces of the same attitude
but a greater willingness to acknowledge the people’s

01good qualities are to be found in Miss Knotc's work:
The natives appear to have but little idea of 
the gradations of society; the simplicity of 
their manners, though not always convenient,

thinks, when he is dancing round hia bonfire, or dressing

is often amusing.
The na:lves of liilkee are, as it were, emerging 
from an uncultivated state, and but young in the
arts of civilized life. \"e found them
remarkably honest, sober, kindhearted, civil and 
benevolent; by no means deficient in 
intellectual endowments.

i Other writers convey the impression of holding similar
*§ attitudes.
f| However, the politeness end civility of the natives
| to their visitors were 'without question, while their
| honesty was frequently remarked upon. Daring Terry Alt
If disturbances in 1831 the Limerick Evening Post ond Clare

- '

f Sentinel remarked that "as in the good olden times, the---------
i window requires no bar, and the door of the stranger may
e

1 remain unlocked, it being the disposition and interest
| 62 I of the natives to be peaceable and happy." And MiS3
| Knott commented on the fact that a heap of turf outside
If £| the door of her lodge remained untouched by any pilfering
| hand, while articles left on the stxand were also quite
 ̂ safe -- at least until the influx of strange beggars

I v 63| began.



V-T-%

5-3

i,

I
J

3r 137t*
•a, i , l’
\
3\
j- What effects had the visitors on the people of Kilkee -'
3‘
 ̂ tir.d neighbourhood9 One obvious one was the more rapid

r s
 ̂ Introduction of the English language. Gerald Griffin,
f In one of his stories, "Card Drawing*1 strongly suggested
■)
V, mother -- that the people had become more mercenary.

6*He wrote of the inhabitants of the extreme west of Clare:

They talk Irish - kill fish - go to sea in 
canoes - traffic in kind - eat potatoes and 
oaten bread - and exercise themselves in 
offices of kindness and hospitality towards 
strangers. This latter virtu© has, however, 
in some parts of the region suffered injury 
from the efflux of bathers from the interior 
in the summer season, which taught them the use 
and convenience of ready money, in preference 
to their patriarchal modes of payment; and gave 
them, unfortunately, a more decided impression 
of its value than was consistent with the 
general character of runster cottagers.

3. Conclusion

From what we have seen it is quite clear that a
holiday in Kilkee in the 1830’c and 1940's could be very
enjoyable -- provided the weather obliged. And it was no
a-'orse than in any average summer at present, while there
"ere the usual grumbles when the sun hid itself.
Paddy O'Keill summed up the situation in a line of

65one of his songs:
OchJ be the powers, in sunny hours (if they would 

only shine a bit)....
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¿bout tbs beginning of June or a litole earlier the first
families arrived from Limerick and elsewhere but
business did not really re8ch Its peak until mid July.
So far very much as in the 1960’c. But in the IBSO’s
and 40'c the peak period continued until after the
riddle of September. In fact September was regarded

66
isa the best bathing month. On 21 September, 1842,
the Limerick Chronicle could report i

Kilbee continues nearly as full of company as 
at any period during the season, and lodges 
still in request.

Then, in the latter part of September business fell off 
rapidly. And In October the steamers on the Shannon 
reverted to their winter schedules, though some visitors 

atill remained.

One final point, the length cf the holiday season.



Lft

?
A

?

V '
PART TWO

FAMINE

<4.

*



During the summer of 1845 life went cn very much 
as usual in Kilfearagh parish. There was quite a good 
number of visitors to the town of Kilkee and in the 
countryside the prospects for a plentiful harvest *,ere 
as good as in other parts of the country. And these 
prospects were bright indeed in the early part of |he

1auznaor. In late hay the Limerick Chronicle reported:
Not a single failure has been reported in the potato
crop...... Should it please Frovidence to continue
the same favourable prosperity, the next harvest 
will be one of the earliest and most abundant 
remembered in this country.

Three months later the same newspaper was still very
2optimistic -- the harvest would be a moot abundant one. 

However, a week previously, a strange blight which a few 
years earlier had made Its appearance ir_ North America was 
detected in England, and such was the rapidity of its 
opread that it could only be a matter of tine until Ire]snu 
felco was affected. In early September the dread news 
cane. On September 13 the English Ga3 den-cr1 s Chi onlcle

3
reported:w

We step the Pres3 with very great regret to
announce that the potato Murrain has unequivocally-
declared itself in Ireland. The crops around
Dublin are suddenly perishing.... where viil 
Ireland be in the event of a universal potato rot*1

^* Failure of the Potato Crop



means alarmed. Having made an inquiry into the state
of the crops it announced on September IB that an average
crop was expected in Clare. But it did add that a
complete picture could not be got until the time for

4figging the general crop at the end of October.
As the weeks slipped by in October it was becoming

increasingly clear that there was a general failure of
vhe potato crop and it was predicted that an eaily and
prolonged famine would he the consequence unless immediate

5measures were taken at least to mitigate the calamity.
In 1822 and 1830 the failures had been confined to areas 
In the west. In lo45 the damage to the potato crop was 
such more widespread. On 25 October the Tipperary
Elndicatoi reported the prevalence of ’’apprehensions
~   ̂ 6
oi the most painful description.r And it continued:

Vie hope in the goodness of an all-wise Providence 
that He in his wisdom and bounty will spare this 
land from the tremendous scourge of famine and 
typhus, and open up the means of employment and 
sufficiency co a Feople who, in all their 
unheard of trials and sufferings, have ever 
steadfastly clung hy the anchor of Faith.

Yet, even at this stage some continued to bs 
optimistic. Mr. John Fleming of Eilrush fe] t that the 
fears of many people were exaggerated. He had seen ’».hole 
fields ruined by the blight. But he had also seen that 
rany were only partially affected, while others again had

Despite these warnings the Clare Journal was hy no
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half of the very abundant potato crop could be preserved
7there would be sufficient for all.

Mr. Fleming's hopes were not to be realized. Even
►is he wrote his letter to the Limerick Reporter in early
hevember it was only too clear that the people around him
in West Clare were faced with starvation. The potatoes
which had been pitted in sound condition were decaying
¿nd already many families were suffering severe illness
jrom eating diseased potatoes. Masses were offered up
in the country chapels asking God to save the people

8arom the almost inevitade disaster.

t . Remedial Measures Auturm-Winter, 1845.

Meanwhile the Government was growing increasingly
disturbed because of the reports being received about the
pctato crop and in mid October a commission was sat up to
„uggest means of preserving pots toes which were sound
when dug, of using diseased potatoes and of obtaining
Seed for the coming year. It surveyed the problem and

o:^aued suggestions, all of which proved valuelesc.v 
At the end of October, unaware of the Government’s 
inquiries end fearing that no preparations wore being 
saae, & committee of private citizens was formed at the 
Mansion House, Dublin, to examine the situation and 
propose remedies. And on 3 November a deputation includ
ing Daniel O’Connell, the Duke of Leinster and many other 
¿rondnent citizens waited on the Lore Lieutenant to 
present him with their proposals. These called for the 
prohibition of food exports, the establishment of stores 
of food and relief machinery In each county and the
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jimvision of useful employment. The Lord Lieutenant, 
unaware of what the Government proposed to do, received 
*hem rather coolly and read a prepared non-committal 
'itatement

A fortnight later the Government appointed a relief
¿omoiasion for Ireland and it held its first meeting on
20 November. Its immediate duty was to prepare to
receive a supply of Indian corn and meal which had already
been ordered from the U.S.A. And it also collected
informetion from all parts of the country regarding the

11progress of the potato disease. Among its informants
ies Fr. Cornyn who gave such a gloomy description of the
state of the crops in his parishes that the Commissioners
immediately wrote to other people to find out if the
situation was as described. Jonas Studdert’s reply
allowed that though he feared a scarcity he scercel3r

12envisaged e famine. E.I. Morriss, a coastguard who
visited the area on the Commissioners’ request, saw; the
dangers of the situation more clearly and noted the
apprehensions of the people: ’'I found the people every-

1 3where quiet and civil, but under great alarm»”
Dr» Griffin, on the other hand, was inclined to dismiss
these fears and informed Assistant Commissioner, John 

14Hancock "that every rational person in the parish was 
laughing at the statement made by certain parties 
relative to the state of the parish.”

In the meantime, following Fr. Comyn’o representat
ions, the Commissloners had asked him for more inf ormatior 
concerning his proposals regarding Taste Lands end 
Fisheries. On 6 December, then, he forwarded e 
detailed petition on the second of these topics, promising



a l a t e r  one on Wafite Lands. Tne development of deep sea

f is h e r ie s  he regarded  as a p o s itiv e  way of cou nterin g the

p otato  f a i lu r e  fo r  many. In  th e ir  present f r a i l  b oats

the fisherm en could not venture out the twenty m iles

n ecessary  to  reach  the r i c h  fish in g  a re a . His reason fo r

the poor fis h in g  w ithin twenty m iles of the co a 3 t was a

ra th e r  curiou s and ingenious one. He pointed out th a t

o r ig in a lly  the c o a s t of Corea B aiscin n  extended out fo r  '
15

th is  d istan ce  but an earthquake in  the n inth  cen tu ry

had submerged i t .  The former land a re a  was s t i l l  very
16

l i t t l e  frequented by f i s h .

S h o rtly  afterw ard s F r . Comyn v is i te d  the Commissioners

in  person to  see what p ro sp ect of r e l i e f  they held out

to  the poor in  h is  p a rish e s . A fter th e m eeting he f e l t

th a t he had succeeded in  convincing them th a t  u n less help *

was given w ithin a sh o rt time the people would have no

a lte rn a tiv e  to  s ta r v a t io n . He a lso  got a promise th a t

they would impress on th e Government the need fo r  providing
17immediate employment in  th e a re a .

F r .  Comyn was a c t iv e , to o , on another fro n t a t  th is

tim e. At th e weekly m eeting of the Loyal N ational Repeal

A sso ciatio n  held  a t  C o n cilia tio n  H a ll, Dublin, on

15 December, Mr. John O'Connell remarked th a t a very

in te re s tin g  l e t t e r  had been rece iv ed  from Rev.Mr. Comyn,P.P.

of K ilk ea, with re fe re n ce  to  the f i s h e r ie s  of Ire lan d  and

the g re a t  employment they could give to  the people in  the

present s ta te  of d i s t r e s s .  F r .  Comyn c e r ta in ly  hoped

to  arouse more than mere in te r e s t  on the p a rt of John

O'Connell and h is  f a th e r , the Liberator*, v/ho was a lso

p re se n t. But when the l e t t e r  n&d been read  i t  was probably
13

given no fu rth e r  thought. A few weeks b efore th is  the 

Mansion House Committee had been supplied w ith s t a t i s t i c s

144 -  145



concerning Kilfearagh and Kiilard parishes. In the town-
land of Kilfearagh it was pointed out to them, there were
8 8 families whose total produce of potatoes was 1,450
barrels of which only 187 were good. At a meeting of the
committee it was decided to bring these statistics to the

19
attention of the government relief commission.

Back in West Clare the Kilrush Poor Law Guardians, 
among whom there were representatives from Kilfearagh 
parish, were al30 getting worried. At their meeting on 
26 November, they drew up a petition to Queen Victoria 
asking her to call a meeting of Parliament as soon as 
possible in December to devise measures of averting the 
threatening famine. Another resolution very likely had 
the proposed Kilrush-Kilkee railway in mind:

That it is suggested to have Parliament meet thus
early to expedite the passing of Railway Bills
and such other measures of employment as would
enable the poor and working classes to purchase
food and clothing during the approaching season

2 0of want and inclemency.

Less than four weeks later the cnairman of the
same Board of Guardians made a personal contribution to
the increase of misery when, a few days before Christmas,
three families were evicted from their little plots on
his esrate at Moyasta and their houses levelled before 

21their eyea. This was a scene which was to be repeated 
many times in the ensuing years.
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By the beginning of 1846 a four point plan for
combating the threat of famine had been devised by

22Sir Robert Peel and his Governmenti

1. The Relief Commissioners were told to form local 
committees composed of landowners, agents, magistrates, 
clergy and other residents of note. These committees 
would raise money locally out of which food could be 
bought ior resale to distressed persons or even given 
free in urgent cases.
2. The Board of VJorks was to provide employment by making
new roads —  a procedure which had also been followed in

23previous famines.
3. Foreseeing that fever would inevitably follow 
destitution, it was directed tbat a separate fever hospital 
was to be got ready as soon as possible in connection with 
each workhouse.
4. As soon as food prices rose unreasonably some of the 
Indian corn in government stores was to be thrown on the 
market, to bring prices down.

To implement the first two points in this plan it waa
decided to call a meeting of gentlemen in each area where
distress was expected. A representative of the Board
of Works would attend and he would be able to ascertain
what help local landlords v/ere prepared to give, how many
persons would need employment and what were the possibilit-

24ies for works in the area. The first such meeting waa 
arranged for Eillree on 10 January 1846 a choice probably 
suggested by Fr. Comyn’s earnest representations on behalf

3. Government Policy and Meetings In, Kilkee_



Zt his parishioners in the previous month and the
**̂ dent distress in the area.

From any point of view the Kilkee meeting could hardly
'ft described as successful. The first difficulty arose
*fcsn many people could not gain admittance to the meeting
ylaee owing to lack of space. The local magistrates were.
hifined for this as they had chosen the Billiard Room in
Reference to the more spacious Rational School which had
tosn put at their disposal by Fr. Comyn. At the meeting
K.ary Burton of Carrigaholt, the only resident landlord.
tin the area, acted as Chairman, with Robert FitzGerald
•-»£ Donoughboy House, Kilkee, as Vice-Chairman and

Ix*. Tuite of Kilkee as secretary. An official of the
26ĉard of Works, Mr. Russell, was also present, as was

, C.W. Hamilton, agent for John JiacBonnell.
The first resolution adopted indicated that although 
potatoes were still available they were scarcely fit 

for human consumptions

That th6 potatoes having now become so unfit for 
human use, that even the cattle are beginning to 
loathe them, the people are earnestly recommended 
to discontinue the U 3e of any unless the few half- 
f j  sound ones in hand, and that it becomes 
absolutely nocessary for their sxistenance to have 
immediate recourse to the consumption of bread 
at least once or twice a day, henceforward.

But how could the people make bread? Unaware that 
*hQ Government was obtaining Indian com, the meeting called 

the opening of storehouses at Doonbeg and Kilkee —  
f« the purchase and preservation of the remanent of corn 
¿rill left in the country. Another resolutiSn called for 
eta immediate passing of the EIlrush-Kilkee Railway Bill

25



the gathering also endorsed in toto a memorial
«¿opted at a Hew Year's Day meeting in Kilkee. This
««Her meeting had made a number of suggestions for
jyaviding employment in the area. These included the
r̂dtflaion of harbour facilities in Doonbeg Bay; the
Gliding of some coast roads leading from Kilkee —  to

l&ltard Tower on one side and to Dunliekey Castle and
ta&by Hill on the other; a few embankments against the
Side on Kilkee beach and the building of a landing slip

27
i&r Kilkee fishermen. Finally, the proceedings on

28
10 January ended with the appointment of a local committee

The meeting in the Billiard Room had been held in
morning. Then, in the afternoon, a number of people
landed interests locally, some of whom had been

|?\fseat at the earlier meeting, met at the West End Hotel,
ASd drew up a rival memorial for presentation to the 

29
»0%eminent. What was the reason for this second gather
teg? Jonas Studdert, in a letter to Sir Lucius O’Brien, 

3Gplained j

As I apprehended, our meeting of yesterday was
interrupted by Mr. Comyn, assisted by Mr.Robert
FitzGerald, Doctor Tuite, and at the head of a
large mob. Everything was carried by shouting
from the people tutored by him. No committee
formed, but at the latter part of the day he
proposed a Committee not having the slightest
regard for the mode of choosing one as directed
by you. And in fact mostly composed of his own
relations......Mr.Russell was treated as a
menial under their orders and not even allowed 
to explain what his instructions were....
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C.V. Hamilton added that it was only with great 
‘4’ficulty that Fr. Comyn had succeeded in getting Mr.
.-istoa into the chair, but then stood by him and proposed 
- ,s resolutions himself without reference to the chair.
>-Astver, Mr. Hamilton pointed out that the letter 
: «ivoking the meeting had specified that all interested

fcrtiea were invited. Therefore Fr. Comyn ’’had naturally
31

frounds for making it a mob meeting.”
The riv̂ ij. meetings and the resolutions adopted at 
meant that noboay was satisfied with the day’s 

openings. Those who took part in the second meeting 
f ?ro clearly dissatisfied with what had taken place at 
Si.o first —  while many of the local people were quite 
Indignant with those of the gentry who participated in the 
oond gathering. And this indignation was strongly

¿^crossed in a resolution adopted at a meeting held in
32

Zilkee Catholic Chapel on 18 January;
That we scout with indignation the pigmy efforts 
of certain gentlemen and others, who, without 
license (sic) or authority from the people or 
government, formed themselves into a self» 
constituted Board at a meeting stealthily got up 
after the regular proceedings of the day..

Ill this was not a very promising start to the hoped for 
|oint local effort to combat the distress and although on 
tsurface harmony was soon achieved the undercurrents 
.-f tension remained, breaking out every now and again.

0.1 16 March, 1847, Captain Mann wrote to Trevelyan



Grieved m  I « t o  say that in other cases party 
and jealous feeling produces most baneful 
consequences; a sad proof came before me a few 
days 3inee as regards that wretched place Kilkee, 
where I fear dissension will never cease to 
do mischief, and the poor to suffer by it, instead 
of their being united in exertion to do good, 
casting aside all selfish and other feelings; 

there it is the very reverse, and how to cure 

this it is impossible to say.

To the Government, too, the Kilkee meetings proved 
t. big disappointment. It had been hoped that the meeting 
arranged there would set a precedent for other such 
gatherings but Sir Randolph Routh, the leading member of 

Relief Commission, was of the opinion that instruct
ions to be issued would now have to be re-modelled in the 
iight of the Kilkee experience. The chief cause of
iissppointment was the lacic of any offers of local 

34contributions. These had not even been mentioned at
tha first meeting, while at the second tho gentry had
t, raly made a vague reference to the repayment by

Iratalment of loans for puoiic works. Jonas Studdert
35»rote in this connections "It is clear money will not 

is placed at the disposal of such mad speculators,” 
ret erring to Fr. Comyn and his supporters. One feels 
that this was an excuse rather than a reason for non- 
ten tribut ion for a few days later Mr. C.W.Hamilton informed 
iha Relief Commissioners in Dublin that under the present 
difficulties the proprietors would not be able to make
tny contributions nor could they offer sufficient security

3 6for the future repayment of loans.



Trevelyan, Routh did admit that the distress in the
Tilkee area was undeniable and he pointed out that it was
for the Government to decide, in the light of all the
»acts, how much employment they would be prepared to give

37,'t the public expense to meet the immediate went.

**, Kllkee Relief Committee

Despite the squabbles a local relief committee soon 
38«¿©fc down to work and appointed Pr. Comyn and Rev. J.

Hurtin to carry out an investigation into the condition 
of the people in the neighbourhood. The result of their 
i>ork was put to the members at a meeting in late 
labruory at which Mr. Russell of the Board of Works was 
clso present. The report stated very emphatically that 
160 householders and their fai-alies were in a state of 
dbject poverty and nearly deprived of every earthly means 
of subsistence. Some potatoes \vere still available but 
pigs and fowl which had been feu on thom for the previous 
iivo months were now found to have diseased livers.
‘’The stench of these potatoes when boiled is so offensive 
and unbearable, that the people rush out of the cabin 
>,ith the iron pot in their hands, lest the effluvium 
should cause a fever, and they lot their, remain some time 
outside, in order that the fresh air may pass through 
them, for others, even those who are starving, are 
unable to touch them.” Even when the best psrts had been 
picked out they were still very unpalstable. Many people 
had been eating these since November and it seemed 
impossible that they should be able to escape disease as

Yet, despite this disappointment, in a letter to
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39§. consequence. In the final analysis then:

The actual fact is that hundreds of people here, 
are, what would be understood in England as 
•starved’ and what Is understood in Ireland as 
’half-starved’. Their cheeks are hollow and
transparent, the mouth enlarged, the nose 
pinched in, the eyes glassy or else of a watery

I
clearness. They scarcely utter any complaints; ' .
they do not beg of anyone walking about the
village, but follow him silently in a crowd.

This analysis was borne out by an official report
made about the same time by Dr. John Griffin. He pointed
out that a form of fever had been prevalent in the
locality for the previous three or four months and this *
was to be attributed, in 3ome degree at least, to the
use of unsound potatoes. Unless protective measures were <
taken to avert the threatened famine, an outbreek of

40disease could also be expected. And on 22 February 
he told the Relief Commissioners that a fever hospital
in the area would be of very great help in checking the

41 'spread of fever. All this was in marked contrast to
his attitude in the previous December when interviewed
by Mr. Hancock.

It was against this background that the Filkee
Relief Committee memorialled the Lords of the Treasury
in mid March outlining the plight of the people in the
area and pointing out that the Board cf Works engineer
was awaiting Treasury sanction to start relief vrorks
which would give much needed employmei't. To demonstrate
the seriousness of the situation tbey remarked that the



bean kept for seed -- a point which was also made In a
rsmorial from the inhabitants of the tovmland of Kilaimo

42to the Lord Lieutenant. The final conclusion of the
Kilkee Relief Committee was that the corn purchased by
the Government should be immediately distributed in the 

43area. And a week later a somewhat similar plea was
vade by Colonel Vandeleur, Chairman of the Kllrush
Board of Guardians. To offset the high prices being
demanded for provisions, the Government should send its
Indian corn to Kllrush and Kilkee and sell it to the
poor who had obtained tickets authorising them to receive 

¿14if -- a suggestion which was in line with the Govern
ment’ s policy for the control of food prices. At this 
period, according to Captain Mann, a coastguard officer 
In charge of relief at Kllrush, the portion of Kllrush 
?lorkhouse allotted to Kilfearagh district was nearly 
full. 4 5

Meanwhile Sir Randolph Routh yiwas complaining that
the landed gentry in the Kilrueh - Kilkee area seemed
to be determined to make no money contributions towards

46providing relief. However, 0x1 31 March he re.s> able
to tell Trevelyan that Coicnel 7«u dolour had given 

47£50 -- a beginning at least had been made, Eat in
Kilkee there were no unsolicited contributions and the
Relief Committee was showing no signs of requesting any.
Finally, in early May, under threat of refusal of meal

48supplies by Capt. Mam, it appealed for funds and 
circularized people with landed interests and wealthy 
lodge-owners who ^ere living outride the parish. By

people were now beginning to eat the potatoes which hac1
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responded with a contribution (£3), although it would
appear that soon afterwards the Marquess Conyngbam gave 

49£10. Rev. James Martin remarked that the local
farmers would willingly contribute but were unable.
However, Jonas Studdert gave £8, Pr. Ccmyn £5 and Rev.
James Martin £5. In all £38.2.0 had been gathered by 

5012 May. To this, on the advice of Sir Edward
51Twlsleton, the Lord Lieutenant added £23. It was stated 

that the money would be used to provide food for those in 
extreme want and give employment to women snd children 
during the summer season. The secretary of the committee 
(Hugh Hogan) also pointed out, with an eye to the holiday 
3©ason, that arrangements would be mads to proveno 
strolling beggars from annoying the visitors.^

In March the Relief Committee took steps in another 
direction also. It was decided that an industry could 
do a good deal for the town and parish and Hugh Hogan, 
as secretary of the committee, was instructed to enter 
into communication with Messrs. hallaoe, Sharpe and Co., 
of Glasgow with a view to starting the manufacture of 
lace and muslin in Kilkee. Mr. Hogan wrote to the firm 
concerned giving dotuils of the population, etc., of the 
area. The reply did offer some hope that in the nob too 
ai3tant future the firm might extend Its activities to 
Kilkee -- but no further movco seem to have been made 
in the matcer.^

12 May only one of the absentees, John MaCDonncll, bad
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5. Efforts of Fr. Cornyn and Hugh Hogan

i 1̂ *•
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Fr. Comyn and Hugh Hogan were both member» of the 
Relief Committee but they were also very active as 
private individuals in trying to do something for the 
people. In mid January Fr. Comyn again w r o t e to the 
Relief Commission in Dublin and, in his promised petition 
on the subject, tried to press home his views on the 
development of the wastelands in his parishes. "It 
is evidently better,” he wrote, "to locate our ourplus 
population on these unprofitable wastes in their own 
native land, than compel them bo emigrate to some foreign 
and hostile disposed country to Great Britain, to swell 
the ranks of her enemies: or be obliged to maintain them
in idleness at home in workhouses, at the public expense.”

I
Such development, however, could only cor.e about if the
wastelands were taken by compulsion from the landlords

5 kwho were neglecting to do anything about them.
Fr. Comyn also lacerated John KacDormell for his failure 
to give any encouragement to the development of potter’s 
clay which lay in his land within a mile of Kilkee.^
Two months later, on 22 March, at a meeting in Kllxee 
Repeal Reading Room a memorial *as drawn up for the local 
application of the provisions of a recent drainage act.

Fr. Comyn also brought the troubles of his parl3k 
to the notice of William Smith O'Brien. At a conference 
of Irish 7.1. Ps. held in Dublin Lovmrds the end of January 
O ’Brien alluded so a conversation he had with Fr.Comyn- 
a few days previously in which Fr. Ccmyn ooll him that 
the condition of che poor in his neighbourhood was most 
denlorable, ^

56
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At firsv sight trie fisher’ion might seem to he far
better off than those who a ore depending exclusively on
the produce of the soil. Even when the potatoes failed
(for each had his little plot of ground) t h e y  could still
turn to the sea. But the winter of 1845-6 proved to be

58a particularly disappointing one for fishing, so that
when spring came the fishermen were, if anything, even
worse off than their neighbours. In late January,
following up the idea proposed by Fr. Comyn to the Belief
Commissioners in December, Hugh Hogan wrote to Mr.
Robert Greene of the Irish Deep Sea Fishing Company,
regarding the prospects for fishing in Vest Clare and
received a very encouraging reply. Mr. Greene promised
to purchase all fish caught M t  lie pointed out that
little could be done without facilities. However, he |
felt coxafident that any petition to the Government would

59get a favourable hearing.
Hugh Hogan, having thus ensured a market for any

fish caught, now began to gather information for a
petition. He discovered that the local fishermen era
in such dire straits that not only had some of them pawnee
or sold their beds or clothes but many had ever, pawned
their fishing nets in Kilrush. Immediately, he wrote
to Mr. Jeremiah, the pawnbroker, requesting derails.
The reply tfi&s revealing. Mr. Dowling had 72 nets from
the Kilxee area in pawn, on which ho had paid cut £15.
But this was not all. He went on to write: "'¿o great
is the distress among the fishermen thac I think if they
could convey their boats to the office we would have them 
a ls o « " ^ ®

157
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The first memorial drawn up by Fog an was to the
lord Lieutenant, asking for a grant or loan to supply
the necessary requisites for deep-sea fishing. The
reply was unfavourable and Mr. Hogan tried again -- th_s
time in a petition to Parliament which «as presented to
the House of Commons on S M a r c h . A g a i n  he met with
no success, although a few days previously a bill which
was very relevant to his petition received the royal
assent. This was an act which provided an annual sun
of money, £5,000,101» the construction of piers and
harbours'. As a last resort Mr. Hogan wrote to the
Prime Minister himself, Sir Robert Peel, with similar
negative results.®3

Meanwhile, during the monuh of March, Mr. Greene
had sent a representative, Mr. Fraser, to Kllkee to reporl
on the possibilities for development in the area. And
while in ’Test Clare,Mr. Fraser, .’t the direction of his
employer, secured the release from pawn of e l l  t^e net s

34of che KUkee fishermen. c L  was probably a, _ .asuit
of chis visit that Mr. Greene decided tc •'.tabllsh an
agency in Kilkee for the curing end pre^ , , 1 oi flan.
Hg also promised to opon a loan-office to help and

65encourage needy fisherman. vVe have no evidence,however
as to whether these promises ever came no fruition.
If the condition of the fishermen had not been improved
this was certainly no fault of Hugh Hogan’s, and, as 9

token of thoir gratitude for his efforts on their behalf,
they volunteered their services and cut his turf 1 i 

66
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6. Public Works

Committee did, the fate of the people of Kilfearagh
parish depended on the manner of implementation of
government policy in the area. As remarked later by 

67Captain Mann this Involved the taking of three steps:

1) The poor had to be provided with the means of earning 
money wages.
2) A substitute food for the potato had to be introduced.
3) Owing to the absence of smell shopkeepers who would 
deal in Indian meal, those operating the relief scheme 
would have to take their place and sell it in small 
quantities here and there throughout the peninsula.

The first of these steps was seen to by the Board 
of Works’ public relief schemes. In early February the 
magistrates and cesspayers of Moyarta barony met and 
petitioned for the commencement of certain specified works 
Bus^ the meeting was got up with great haste, the actual 
descriptions of the proposed works and the estimated costs 
were not sufficiently accurate for immediate implementat
ion. Mi“. Pussell, the Board of Works engineer, on this 
account, folt that it would take some time to get the 
works under way as more exact calculations ; ould hate to
be made. However, he thought that a beginning could be

cPmade with' some hill-cutting and improvements. A week 
later, on 25 February, the Conmiasloners of Public Works 
reeor." ended a number of projects in Moyarta Barony to

69the Treasury including the following in KilPearagh parish:

Whatever private individuals or the local Relief
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£600 for the improvement of the KiJLkee - Kilrush road 
£900 for a road from Kilkee along the cliffs to the 

mills at Moveen.
£30 for the improvement of the Corbally - Lislanihan 
road.
£60 for cutting the hills on the Corbally Road.
£ 1 0 0 for the Kildimo - Eknlagh Road.

I
For these works, if finally approved, the Government would 
advance the full cost, of which half would be in the form 
of a loan to be^epaid by the local landowners over a period 
of years.

In the meantime Mr. Russell had returned to Kilkee
70with employment tickets. Employment on the projected

public work^foould generally be given only to a holder of
one of thesb tickets, which were to be distributed at
meetings of the local Relief Committee to those who were

71considered unable to provide food for their families.
In Kilkee, as final approval from the Treasury for the
projects was awaited, people applied for these tickets
but, at first, not nearly as many did so as had been

expected. In their report on the dlsbrict in late
February, Fr. Comyn and Rev. Mr. Martin tried to give an
explanation for this. The country people, in their
opinion, were under the impression that the townspeople
would get first preference and therefore did not apply
for employment in such numbers as their extreme want would
warrant. In all there v/ere only 40 applications from the
country and 160 from the toiyn. However, at this stage
it looked as if only 60 of these would get immediate

7 2employment -- at XOd a day.
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By early March, when work had not yet begun, people
began to grow impatient -- and in their memorial to the
Treasury of about 7 March the Kilkee Relief Committee
reminded the Treasury Officials that thefr sanction waa 

73being awaited. A few days later 250 men were given 
74employment but this only whetted the appetite for more 

•work. On 19 March a letter-writer in the Clare Journal 
complained that in Kilkee scarcely one man in twenty was 
employed, notwithstanding the extraordinary exertions 
of its inhabitants and clergy.

The main projects being undertaken were the building
of a new road from the West End to Look Out Cliff and

thence to Dunlickey Castle and beyond,* and the building 
and levelling of the hills on the KiIrush - Kilkee road.
It was hoped that by means of the latter project passenger 
cars would be enabled to make the journey from Kilkee 
to Kiirush in an hour instead of an hour and a haxf.
The embankment of the cliff on the west side of Kilkee, 
which had long been in a dangerous condition, was also 
begun.

Other possibilities for works were also being proposed
and agreement was reached that a coast road between Kilkee
and Doonbeg by Chimney Bay and Baltard Castle was 

76
desirable. And in March the tenants on the Marquis of 
Conyngham's estate sent a memorial to their landlord asking 
him to contribute, along with the Board of Works, towards

tyry
making a carriageway or embankment round the bay.
In late April a promise of a contribution of £100 was 
received -- if the Board of Works undertook the project. 178
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After work on the various schemes had begun the
number of employed rose rapidly. On 28 March the Board
of Works had 1,600 employed in Clare. Three days later
the figure was 5,487 and on 7 April it had risen to 

79
10,870. In Kilkee and Doonbeg parishes 620 were
employed in mid May and further applications were being 

80received.
The rate of payment on the public works for men was,

we have seen, lOd a day. Strong boys got 8d and small
81boys received 6d. These wages were supposed to be under

the general current rate in order to encourage people to
take up other employment if availablet In a leuter to
the Relief Commissioners at the end of January, Mr.C.W.
Hamilton protested at this arrangement. If a man did
not get sufficient wages he would have to enter the Poor-
house in order to feed his family and, in Hamilton’s
view, this would be disastrous as it would strike at the

©8independence of the labourer's character.
There could be other difficulties, too, in the 

practical day to day administration of the works. On 
9 June, 1846, Rev. James Martin wrote to the Relief 
Commissioners complaining of the undue amount of power 
exercised rather arbitrarily by some of the gangers.
"If it suits uheir convenience they will take a recommend
ation from the committee —  if it doe3 not —  tney will 

 ̂85reject it. And he enclosed a petition from one poor
labourer who felt he had boon victimized. This is of

84sufficient interest to reproduce in full;



To the Sitting Committso of Public ftork3 of Kilkee 
The Humble Petition of James Carrig of Kilfiera most

humbly shewsth 

That your petr. having Five in family to support and 
not a morsel of food 3ince Christmas last but what he 
earned by his daily labour, petr. got into the public 
works when the Cliff Road commenced, and continued 
until last Saturday fortnight, he petr. gave one day* 3 

work to a man that gave him a basket of black potatoes 
for his little children to pick, and came to work on 
the Monday following as usual. Vfnen about 12 o'clock 
on said day Sullivan the Steward dismissed him and 
would not: allow him even that half days wages.

Then when petr. was murmuring for having him 
dismissed Sul Livan desired him go to the Priest and 

that if he gave him a ticket ha would take nim in the 
work which petr did obtain from bhe Priest, aid got 
but one days work afterwards. Your petr having pawned 
his coat for which he only got 2 s. to buy provisions 
for hi3 family. And that nimsaif and them are living 
these three days back on one meal a day Your petr 
is surprized that any Committee would allow this 
imposter Sullivan to go on in this manner when they 
have a power to discontinue such infernal practice

Your petr will pray 
Janes Carrig

On the receipt of Rev. Mr. Martin's complaint the Relief 
Commissioners decided to make an inquiry into the matter 
and get further information from the Board of #orks. . 8 5

16d
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been taken as 3ome money waa now in circulation. The next
necessity was to provide an alternative to the potato
which, as we have seen, was the staple diet of the average
smallholder and labourer. In areas like West Glare
cooking any other food had become a lost art. As

86Trevelyan wrote; "There 13 scarcely a woman of the
peasant class in the west of Ireland whose culinary art
exceeds the boiling of a potato. Bread is scarcely ever
38en and an ovexi 13 unknown." But when there were no
potatoes, what was to be dono? In late 1845 the
Government realized that famine wa3 threatening and It
obtained supplies of Indian corn from America -- not to
replace the potato or feed the people but to be kept in
reserve and released on the market when provision prices
rose unduly. In fact, however, in the early summer of
184b this Indian meal was to stand between many people
and utter starvation.

When supplies of the corn arrived in Ireland in early
1846 depots were established throughout the country In
various centres including Kilru3h. In March, Captain
Mann began to issue it at a choap rate in Kilrush, but a3

yet the distribution seems to have been confined to this 
87central depot. During May minor depots were set up

at various points In West Clare including one at the
88

Coastguard Boathouse, Kilkee —  all exactly as Colonel
89Vandeleur had petitioned some time previously.

Indian Meal

With the provision of employment the first step had
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The provision of Indian meal did not, however, solve
all problems, for, at first, it 3eem9d quite likely that
people would not eat it. Previous experience had
prejudiced them against It and in some area3 it became
knoan as "Peel’s brimstone". Captain Mann soon found
that the reaction in West Clare was anything but favourable

as the people feared unpleasant effects. However,
Fr. Hearty, P.P. of Kilrusn, decided that this prejudice
would have to be combated in a practical manner and for
two weeks "all but lived entirely with two curates, on

90the meal made into bread and atirrabout."
As a result of Fr. Keiiny's example the problem soon 

was not one of disposal but of ensuring a sufficient 
supply of meal. The corn was received unground and so 
had to be brought to a mill beforq^ale. In KLlrush vhila 
Mr. Paterson’ 3 mill had a plentiful supply of water and 
remained working, ail was well, but there was at least

91one occasion when it was out of action for three days.

And when it did break down, there was nobody at hand who
92had an expert knowledge of its workings.

The problem experienced in Kilrush in May was one 
which had to bo faced e 13awner0/4lso —  the uncertainty or 
Inadequacy of facilities for grinding. In ICilkeo a man 
who was occasionally employed as a coastguard brought up 
one answer. He began manufacturing quern3 which he sold 
for 10/» and 12/-. Others followed his example and by 
early November 1846 quite a nice little trade had been 
established. However, one is inclined to have some 
reservations about the grinding qualities of these querns. 
Wnen interviewed by Captain Mann the originator of the 
project said that he had already ground horso-beans and



by a little manipulation ne felt sure he would also ho
95able to grind Indian corn.

Jxist at this time Trevelyan was toying with the idea 
that, as thero were not sufficient mills, the people should 
grind the corn themselves. He had been searching for 
specimens which could be copied and at lirst succeeded 
only in getting an “inferior Indian model". Later, he

94
managed to get a better specimen from the Shetland Islands. (

When word came, then, of what was happening in Kilkee
Trevelyan was very interested and anxious to see one of
the quern3 . He wrote personally to Gapt. Mann who
immediately went to Kilkee and bought one of them to send

95to Mr. Routh as Trevelyan had requested.
96A month later Mann wrote to Routh: "The value of

our common quern is now lully proved. Scarcely a cabin 
but has one and a great many are being taken away to pother 
parts. The farmers and peasantry generally are grinding 
their own grain." And in the beginning of January 1348, 
Twisleton told Trevelyan that the handmilis had been 
distributed to the different unions throughout the country.
"I have not heard anything about the effect of them.
Still they were a useful present, and I feel obliged to 
you for them. " 9 7

When discussing the importation of the Indian com, 
an obvious question to be asked is -- I'Jhy Indian corn at 
all? What happened to the corn and other food produced 
locally? Perhaps the best answer to this question is 
contained in a letter written by Routh to Trevelyan on 
1 January, 1846. Routh pointed out that the Irish people 
did not regard wheaJbjOats and barley as food -- these were i
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grown to pay the rent and to pay the rent wa3 the first
necessity of life in Ireland. It would be a desperate
man who ate up his rent, with the certainty before him

98of eviction and death by slow torture. And this is
exactly what happened In Kilfearagh parish in 1846.
Even though the people had corn and other produce, these
had to be sold to pay the rent. As a result, when the
situation was rather desperate in early March before
relief employment had begun, Kilruah port was bu3y export-

99ing. According to Captain Manns “We were literally 
stopped by carts laden with grain, butter, bacon etc., 
being taken to the vessels loading from the quay. It was 
a strange anomaly, and well might be said, could not be 
matched but in this country.“ And in the final week of 
April the Clare Journal reported that 3,500 quarters of

10grain had been exported from Kilrush to London and Glasgow. 
Yet, despite this anomalous situation the people survived, 
mainly because of the Indian meal, and looked forward with 
hope and fear to the noxt harvest.

I
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CHAPTER TWELVE 

A SECOND FAILURE 

1. The Harvest of 1846

A 3 1845 gave way to 1846 some people were already 
thinking of the corning harvest and the possibility of 
avoiding a recurrence of the disease. At a public 
meeting held in Kilkee on New Year’s Day 1846 this 
subject was discussed and in a memorial drawn up for 
the Relief Commissioners it was claimed that reclaimed 
bogland alone could be confidently expected to produce 
sound potatoes in the coning autumn. The memorial 
stated;^

Your memorialists beg to assure you that their 
apprehensions are very considerable, and that 
they feel loth to venture tilling the land here
tofore growing potatoes, fearing that it retains 
the Malaria that has been so fatal the last 
season. We also fear that the contagion has been 
wafted by the wind to the neighbouring cornfields 
so that we look with confidence to the BCGIANDS 
ALONE for a secure supply of potatoes for after 
seasons.
This is not the conclusion your memorialists alone 
have arrived to, but is the opinion also of 
skilful and scientific men.

i* : ’
*> it
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Mr. G.E. FitzGerald of Kilkee concerned himself
with another aspect of the problem -- sufficiency of
seed potatoes. In a letter to the Limerick Chronicle
in March he claimed that after having made several
experiments with diseased potatoes ho had discovered a
process which destroyed all infectious matter and made
them safe and clean for seed. His process was a simple
one -- steeping the potatoes for a few minutes in a

2solution of bluestone. At the same time he also sent

CÎ6 $  * 3 t 2. C* 'Z C T 'Q  S' '  ~ ' *s y s ? 7 1

acreage.
On 21 July, as harvest-time approached, a Treasury 

minute directed that all relief schemes be stopped, 
except in certain unusual cases. Ho<ve’Ter, on various
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a letter to the Chairman of the Relief Committee in
3Dublin informing him of his discovery. Although quite 

confident of his success in March, no doubt he found 
reason to revise his views when autumn came again.

As the days of summer passed by, all eyes were on 
the new' crop of potatoes. The Government was determined 
to keep fully Informed of developments and long before 
the crisis time had arrived, sent for reports on the 
situation from constables throughout the country. 
Reporting for Kilfearagh parish on 29 May, Constable 
Robert Griffin stated that a quarter of the arable land 
had been planted with potatoes, a decrease from the 
previous years when about one third had been similarly 
used. Of this somewhat less than one third had been 
1st in conacre. A notable feature, perhaps inspired 
by the theories advanced at the meeting on Pew Year’s 
Day, 1846, was that moro bog had been tilled than for
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exessco *tiost continued to function tut not, it would sscm, 
in Kilfenragh. To »yards the end of July the local Relief 
Committee made a plea for three of four weeks’ further 
employment. 0th°r<fii3e "we apprehend that Riots may he 
the consequence." On the very day of writing a crowd 
had assembled and threatened to break open the meal

, 5stores if they were not given the means of subsistence.
And about the same time Jonas Studddrt reported that want 
of money had already induced many to plunder the potato 
fields.5

But what of the potato fields? On the 31st of 
July and the 1st of August, Mr. T. Smith made an inspect
ion in Iiilfearagh parish and, in general, found the potato 
crop in a fairly healthy condition. However, in Lisdeen 
he detected three acres of diseased potatoes and in

7Parrihy two more. These were signs of what was to
come and the change came so suddenly that it was
scarcely possible to believe it. In the words of Captain

8Mann, reporting from the western peninsula of Clare:
I shall never forget the change in one week in 
August. On the first occasion, on an official 
visit of Inspection, I had passed over 32 miles 
thickly studded with potato fields in full bloom. 
The next time the face of the whole country was 
changed, the stalk remained bright green but 
the leaves were all scorched black. Iz was the 
work of a night, distress and fear was pictured 
on every countenance, and there was a general 
rush to dig and sell, or consume the crop by 
feeding pigs or cattle, fearing In a short time 
they *'ould prove unfit for any use. Conse iuontly
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there was a very wasteful expenditure, and distress 
showed itself much earlier than in the preceding 
season.

The disaster was total. As the potatoes were
generally set in mid May their growth was therefore
checked In less than three months, 7/hat was 3eft was no
bigger than a marble, completely black, not a quarter
ripe and hastening to decomposition when taken out of 

9the ground. In 1845 the failure had been partial and,
at the very worst, the people had half-sound potatoes
to eat for a long period. In 1846 the blight had come
earlier and had spared nothing. As early as 11 August
an official reporting on Galway and Clare was able to 

10say:
I am therefore clearly of opinion that the 
scarcity of the potato last year will be nothing 
compared with this, and that, too, several months 
earlier.

2. New Government Plans for Relief

&

On 9 August a correspondent from Kilkeo writing to 1

the editor of the Tipperary Vindicator called on the
Government to come forward and save the people from
inevitable ruin. The Mansion House committee should
be reconvened while the corn should not be allowed out

1 Tof the country as in the previous year. Sight days 
later Lord John Russell, the new premier, informed the 
Commons that "the prospect of the potato crop is even 
more distressing than last year," and that extraordinary 
measures for relief should be taken. The measure? adopted 
v;ere, in fact, anything but extraordinary end were ■
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1 )  P u b l i c  w o rk s  w o u ld  a g a i n  be  u n d e r t a k e n  b u t ,  u n l i k e  

t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  when t h e  B r i t i s h  G o v e rn m e n t  box© h a l f  

I h e  c o s t ,  a i l  t h e  c o s t  v .o u ld  now h a v e  to  be m e t b y  t h e  

d i s t r i c t  w h e re  t h e  w o rk s  w o u ld  bo c a r r i e d  o u t .

P r e s e n t m e n t  s e s s i o n s ,  o r  m e e t in g s  o f  r a t e p a y e r s  t o  d i s c u s s  

t h e  w o r k s  to  be u n d e i t a k e n  i n  a  d i s t r i c t ,  w o u ld  be  h e ld  

as  b e f o r e  b u t  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  v o l u n t a r y  t h e y  v -c u ld  now  

h a v e  t o  be summoned b y  t h e  L o rd  L i e u t e n a n t .  W o ik x  

p r o p o s e d  b a d  t o  g e t  t h e  a p j r o v s l  o f  and w o u ld  t h e n  be  

c a r r i e d  o u t  by t h e  B o a r d  o f  ''■Yorks. T h e  T r e e s u i y  w o u ld  

a d v a n c e  th e  c o s t  b u t  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  to  be r e j a i d  w i t h i n  

t e n  y e a r s  b y  w ean s  o f  a r a t e  l e v i e d  on a l l  p o o r - i a t e  

p a y e r s  i n  t h e  l o c a l i t y  i . e . ,  t h o s e  p o s s e s s e d  o f  some 

m ean s . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  G o v e rn m e n t  a l l o c a t e d  £ 5 0 , 0 0 0  

f o r  g r a n t s  t o  d i s t r i c t s  t o o  p o o r  t o  b e a r  th e  w h o le  c o s t  

o f  p u b l i c  w o r k s .  F i n a l l y ,  a l l  r e l i e i  schem es u n d e r t a k e n  

w e re  t o  l a s t  no  l o n g e r  t h a n  a  y e a r  en d  t o  bo wound u p  b y  

15  A u g u s t ,  1 5 4 7 .

2 }  f a i t h  a s l i g h t  e x c e p t i o n  t h e  G o v e rn m e n t  w o u ld  n e i t h e r

i m p o r t  n o r  supgxly a n y  f o o d .  As C a p t a i n  harm  w r o t e :

"T h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  s ec o n d  s e r i e s  com m enc ing  S e p te x s b e i , !

1 8 4 6 ,  was t o  e n d e a v o u r  t o  t u r n  t h e  s u p p ly  o f  fo o d  t o  th e

♦ 1 *_i
c o u n i i y  I n t o  i t s  l e g i t i m a t e  c h a n n e l , th e  T r a d e . "

And T r e v e l y a n  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  m e r c h a n ts  c o u ld  n o t  ue 

e x p e c t e d  l o  g e t  i n  b i g  s t o c k s  i f  t h e r e  w as s p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  t h e i r  b e i n g  u n d e r s o ld  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  

w e s t  o f  t h e  ShannSn a n d  i n  a fe w  o t h e r  a x e a s  g o v e rn m e n t  

f o o d  d e p o t s  w o u ld  be e s t a b l i s h e d  h e r e  en d  t h e r e  b u t  

th e s e  w e re  t o  be  o p e n e d  o n l y  a s  a l a s t  x e s o r t  /»hen p r i v a t e

scarcely calculated to satisfy the writer irom Xiiicee.
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3) Members of local relief committees were no longer 
to be elected but nominated by the Lieutenant of the 
county -- which, of course, meant the disbanding of 
existing committees. The new committees would not be

1able to issue employment tickets ~~ they would onlj be 
allowed to proviae lists of persons eligible for* employ
ment. Subscriptions would 3till be collected locally

Ifor relief, but the government contribution would not
1Cexceed one half at most.

3» Waiting for Relief ™orks to begin

About the same time as the blight struck again
the meal depots closed their doors. The new relief plans
had not yet come into operation that the people were.
thrown back on their own resources, which were practically
non-existent. The cessation of the relief works meant.
that many had neither food nor the means of obtaining it®

14On 27 August Fr. Malachy Luggan wrotes
The suspension of Public Works here and the sale
of Indian Meal almost contemporaneous, (sic)
has excited a degred of alarm among the people,
not easily conceived, and will probably be as
fatal in its consequences es sny measure the
Government could adopt under existing circumstances

And four days previously, on Sunday 23 August, a petition
for presentation to the Government, outlining the position
in the parishes, bad been signed by over 4,000 people at

15the chapels of Kilkee and Doonbeg. v The picture painted 
was not a very pleasant one:

175
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traders had failed to provide supplies of food.
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Up to the first of *this present month your 
petitioners have been cheered by the prospect of 
an abundant harvest, the potato gardens looked 
so luxuriant, but at present, through all parts 
of this extensive district, nothing meets the eye 
but withered leaves and stalks, emitting a most 
intolerable odour, and the esculents that ought 
to be fit for use are perfectly black, almost 
unfit for /feeding swine. They look for 
employment, some relief and a reconsideration of 
the Poor Law valuation in the parish, with a view 
to exempting the poorer classes of occupiers from 
taxation.

And the petition ended as follows:
N.B. Diarrhoea and other diseases are already 
rife in this district, doing the work of death 
slowly, yet surely.

An official reply was soon received, which promised
lAjefe. fuUil

that if an inquiryAand the statements in the petitions were
found to be correct, the Lord Lieutenant would lose no
time in putting into operation the acts through which
relief might be afforded to the people Immediately Pr.
Comyn appointed men who visited every townland in the pari si
and estimated the provisions available to each individual
family. It was found that in the whole parish of Kilkee
there was not sufficient corn, meal, flour and potatoes to
last, upon an average, for one month. The returns were
then checked and confirmed by the Relief Committee, after
wlich Fr. Comyn set out for Dublin. On his arrival there he
sought and obtained an interview with Mr.Labouchere,Chief16Secretary for Ireland, who gave him a sympathetic hearing. 
Doubtless in this Interview,as in a public letter to the



Secretary, Fr. Comyn advocated the building of a r a i l w a y

between Kiirush and Kilkee, pointing out that it would
be of more general and lasting benefit than the levelling
of insignificant hills and the making of new roads which

17could well be dispensed with.
It may well have been Fr. Comyn’s suggestions which 

made Trevelyan at this time think over the possibility 
of constructing rail\mys as a famine relief work. In a 
long letter to Mr. Labouchere on 6 October he pointed out 
that there were many objections, which he enumerated, 

and that therefore such a scheme was not a practical 
possibility. Four months later Lord George Bentinck 
proposed a bill in Parliament to spend £16 million on

cLSrailways in Ireland. It was defeated.
Ho relief works could begin until all the necessary

formalities had been gone through and the projects
approved. The first presentment sessions were not held
until 4 September and that for Moyarta barony took place
after the middle of the month. A number of projects,
costing £5,700,were recommended for Kilfearagh parish.
These included the completion of the protecting wall on
the west side of the town of Kilkee and a road around the

19bay in front of the lodges. The Board of Works wa| 
then asked for its approval.

Unfortunately, just at this time presentment sessions 
were being held all over the country and the Board of 
Works was literally swamped with applications.
Furthermore, as no immediate local contributions had to 
be made and as nobody was held directly responsible for 
paying back the government loan, the result was what 
Mrs. Woodham Smith has described as ,?an orgy of wild



exvravagence.M For Kilfearagh parish alone the sum
sought was about four times that approved in the previous 
year. And a3 the Board of Works, with its poor office 
facilities and small staff, tried to sort things out, the 

beginning of the actual works was held up.
In early October the application from Moyarta Barony 

was considered by the Board of Works and out of a sum of 
£25,484 applied for only £1,158 was granted. This was so 
ridiculously low as to be valueless. As a result it was 
reviewed a month later and finally £10,077 was granted.
The new decision was a big improvement on the first one 
but, in the meantime, over a month had slipped by -- a 
month in which the people were kept waiting while they

2 lgrew increasingly impatient.
In late September an unexpected storm again redgced

the Kilkee fishermen to desperate strains. As the sea
rose four of them went out in their canoe in a despairing
effort to save their nets. At first it looked as if they
might succeed because they managed to haul the nets into
the boat. However, they had scarcely finished doing this
when the sea claimed boat, nets and fishermen. A fund
was immediately opened for the relief of the twenty six
dependents of the four drowned men. Twenty nets belonging
to other fishermen were either l03t or destroyed in the 

?2same storm."

As the days of October slipped by and there was still 
no sign of immediate employment, the people grew more and 
more anxious. On 11 October, Captain Mann reported that 
the better class of farmers had a few potatoes remaining 
but the common cottiers and the labourers were, in most 
cases, without any. Potatoes were selling at 6d a stone
(.three times the usual price), Indian meal at 1/9 to 1/10

23a'stone and all other food in proportion. Normally the



poor had their own little gardens and got some employment
digging the potatoes of the larger farmers this year
there was little of either. And he went on: "Tney are
very patient in my immediate neighbourhood, I may say all
my district for relief purposes, as yet, and I hope will 

24continue so." The situation was bad but it would have
been worse if many of the people had not large quantities
of cured fish,which were to be a big help in the hungry

25winter months which followed.
Few have inexhaustible patience, particularly when

they are starving. About the middle of October & meeting
of the new Relief Committee was held in Kilkee Courthouse
where it was resolved to memorial the Lord Lieutenant for
the Immediate commencement of the works. Hundreds of poor
unemployed filled the courthouse, "their haggard appearance

26testifying their destitute state." And on the 22nd of
the month a large number of people from the surrounding
parishes gathered in Kilrush, again for the purpose of

27demanding employment. Two days later a public meeting
was held in the Courthouse, Ennis, to deal with the problems

28facing the county, and Fr. Comyn was among the attendance.
In the meantime the Kilkee Relief Committee had 

petitioned the Commissariat Relief Office for the 
re-establishment of a food depot at Kilkee. The reasons 
for the request were outlined by Rev. J. Martin. The 
price of food was "becoming every hour higher and will soon 
be so high that not only the labouring poor but the people 
generally will be unable to purchase," If a depot were 
formed —  even though it did not make sales —  it would

OQat least be a check. The reply received/showed that 
the Government was going to give no help in bringing down



food prices from their very high level.
Commissary-General Sir Randolph J. Routh begs to

>

inform you that the establishment of a depot for the sale 
of food in Kilkee, which you recommend, would not 
effect the object you have mainly in view, the 
reduction of prices below the market rates, as>, 
wherever a depot is opened, the latter must rule the 
salesj this course being indispensable for securing 
the intervention of trade, without which, the public 
wants cannot bo supplied, as it is not practicable 
for the Government to supply food for the whole 
population; and it cannot be expected that trade 

competition could intervene if prices were to be 
adopted at the depots which wouxd not enable traders 

selling at the same rates to realize their reasonable 
profits....

Sometime after this, however, Captain Mann did succeed
in getting permission to make sales from the KLlrush depot
at a price which forced the big wholesale merchants to

31lower their prices, and in late Nov., it was decided to
32issue meal to Kilkee Relief Committee.

4. Working on the Roads

At the very end of October or in early November 
relief work finally began -- even though the projected 
works had not yet got final approval from the Board of 
Works. In Kilkee 750 men were employed and the task

33of making a road and footpath around the bay was begun. 
Within days the numbers employed on relief works in Clare 
reached fantastic proportions —  23,899 on 8 November,

30



population and far higher than the number employed in
34any other county. However, in the exti'eme west of 

Clare public employment was needed not just for a third 
of the able-bodied but certainly for well over two thirds 
and at a meeting in Carrigaholt on 5 November* for the 
parishes of Kilfearagh, Moyarta and Kilballyowen, 
dissatisfaction was expressed at several aspects of the 
working of the relief scheme. It was pointed out that 
the rate of wages, 8d per day, would require nine days’ 
work from a man in order to enable him to buy two stone

Z oof meal at the then current rate of 2/10 to 3/- per stone. 
This amount of meal for nine days would not even provide 
as much daily for the average family as they would later 
get under outdoor relief.

The insufficiency of the wages was also noted by 
two members of the Society of Friends, James Harvey and 
Thomas Grubb, who visited West Clare in early 1847.
They remarked in their report that families were by this 
time entirely dependent on the wage 3 received from the 
roadworks and that generally only one person from each

3 6
family could get employment. Their report continued:

Indeed, their week’s wage, when exchanged for 
food, is not more than sufficient for three or 
four days’ consumption. They endeavour, however, 
to stretch it over the week; but it is no 
uncommon thing with many families to be without 
any food for 24 or 36 hours before the succeeding

k

pay day comes round, with the exception of the 
man or boy who is at "work. To prevent M s  strengi 
(upon which all their living depends) from failing,

reckoned as one in three of the abie-bodiod male

v



the scanty subsistence of the others is still
XTifurther reduced, to provicie his* with sufficient 

to sustain him. So pressing are the calls of 
hunger that when the week’s supply of meal is 
brought home (perhaps a distance of six miles) 
it is in many cases eaten before it is fully 
cooked; some bake it on a griddle; but among 
the very poorest, and where the family is large, ' 
in order to make It go far it is boiled into 
gruel. Is it then to be wondered that dysentery 
the general result of insufficient and imperfect
ly cooked food, should be, as it is, so 
prevalent among them?

Insufficient food was not the only causo of hardship 
for the roadworkers. It was a cold winter and they were , 
not used to working in the open at this time of the year, i
As a result they v/ere poorly clothed in face of the icy

37 'gales. Captain Mann wrote; "I always considered that
from the beginning of December to February, the suffering
from weather, want of food and clothing 'was uh© severest
and past (sic) any description of mine -- causing after- 1

wards the sad effects from disease.” And even where
labourers had some clothing at the beginning of winter*

Ithis eventually went irnco pawn. The result, in the words I 
of Dr. Griffin, was that ”the poor people go literally

!
half naked to their work and sleep at night without

* 38changing their clothes, having no other night cohering.
i

It was little wonder, then, that fever and other sicknesses 
soon began to ?/reak havoc.



One result of the relief employment was that farm
work was neglected, even though Capta'in Wynne, Inspecting
Officer for West Clare, tried to reduce the numbers on

39the works and get the people back to their farms.
At the end of November Captain H.D.Hutchinson, Inspecting
Officer for Clare, reported that in a journey of 56 miles
he saw only one plough at work preparing the ground for 

40wheat. And, about a month later, it was stated from
Ivilrush that all the small farmers in the vicinity had
neglected their land as they had no seed. Unless the
Government supplied this the consequences would be 

41serious.
In general, then, the picture was a dismal one and

there was little to relieve the gloom. However, in
October, some landlords began to reduce rents and in mid
November the Nation began to publish lists of landlords

42who were reducing or foregoing rents. One such was
the Marquess Conyngham. In early November it was
reported that he had instructed his agent, Marcus Keane, '
to reduce the rents on his Clare estate by 25$ and 15$

43according to the circumstances of the tenantry.

5. Close of the Year

Although elsewhere in Clare there were disturbances 
of various kinds, Kilfearagh remained quiet. But it was 
only a svirface calm. In early November the following 
notice was found' at Doonbeg Chapel and probably at 
Eilkee alsoi^X



Notice Is hereby given, to the needy and 
distressed in this parish, to assemble on Monday 
at the Kilrush Workhouse in orefer to be admitted 
themselves and their families, and If refused, 
to be willing to commit depredations, slaughter 
cattle, open stores and farmers’ yards, before 
they die of hunger.
N.B* One of these Is sent to every parish in 
the union.

Later in the month the Kilrush Board of Guardians
sent a memorial to Lord John Russell suggesting assisted
emigration as the best method of tackling Ireland's 

45problems:

We do not hesitate to suggest, that every great 
feature leading to, or now exhibited by the 
present crisis, points to an extensive system 
of emigration, as the remccy not only best 
adapted to relieve the distress of this land, 
but also to become a means of increasing our 
Empire, by reclaiming to the use of man, some 
of the large uncultivated tracts of otir colonie

Perhaps they already had some premonition of the
pressure which wa3 soon to be put on their own resources
but, then, no premonition was needed. One had only to
look at the actual condition of the people. On 5 Decemb

46Captain Wynne wrote
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, V  n

4 „ V ' v-d ,
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In the Barony of Moyarta’Mr. Marcus Keane, 
a gentleman of high character, has Investigated 
and ascertained at my instance the state of the 
several tov/nlands and parishes and It is truly* <o ’* ' k
deplorable; including theremnant of the

' -V "  i -\ , '
potato crop, there are not provisions for three

■ ~! v. i;\*p  t n  , ’ 1 » * . }
weeks and* these too in the hands of a few

'  k ~ i  t *  » i \ h .k -, r  1
individuals; now at the expiration of this

' V * î 4 ' ’ 5 ' {period all the money in the Treasury cannot meet
' 1 >J ’ - ’ h i ~ * ' ' f , ,

the wants of the frightful population in that
A- f' \ n < f J „ v

district without Importing provisions.
* i a - - *•’• dv «. '

47And three weeks-later'he added:
* ■ ~ • Without-food we^cannot last many days longer; 

■the Public»Works must fail in keeping the 
* <■ *p -, »population alive.- What is to become of the 

-1'! thousands ̂ to whose cases the Belief ’Works ,arei
. » p.- totally -inapplicable? - The Relief Committees 
» -s have not a shilling; they cannot, or will not,

v

pay even, for stationery and postage. I am, 
i„ „ obliged to -pay -these expenses; therefore 
* . - nothing., is. to be expected from them-.



CHAPTER THIRTEEN

SOUP KITCHENS and DEATHS from-STARVATION

1. Deputation to Dublin

As the old. year closed so did the new year open.
Cold, hunger and disease now went hand in hand. On 
4 January, the Clare Journal wrote: '"The state of this
country is becoming every day more alarming.... Gaunt 
famine has already spread her sable wings over the land...” 
And throe days later It commented: !!Throughout the entire
extent of this county destitution prevails to a frightful 
extent but perhaps in no part of it is the condition of 
the people more painfully distressing than in Kilkee and 
the surrounding country."

It was not surprising, then, that in the early days of 
January a deputation consisting of Henry S.Burton, Rev.
Mr. Martin, Rev. M.Duggan, P.P., CarrigahoXt and Fr.Comyn 
went to Dublin to request further employment for the poor 
of their district. When they met Mr. Labouchere, the 
Chief Secretary, they pointed out that in their ares the 
proportion of the destitute employed on public works was 
no more than one in 7g. Those employed had been seen 
staggering through weakness while at work and, according 
to the stewards, hundreds of them were never seen to taste 
food from morning to nightfall. The people had pawned 
their very day clothes and night-covering and, after a 
hard day‘s work, had to lie down at night on a bed of straw 
without a blanket or coverlet of any kind. In Kilkee 
oatmeal now cost 5/- per stone —  far too dear for the 
ordinary people. In fact there were so many destitute in 
the area that it would cost £1,500 a week to provide them 
with one meal a day. The deputation also recommended the 
reclaiming of 2 0 , 0 0 0  acres or bog in the district of 
Kilfearagh and Killard. In doing this they probably had
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tJf| (particularly in mind the memorial of the Kilrush Board 
I of Guardians to Lord John Russell regarding emigration
4| as they urged that people should be located on the waste
\ 1  lands in preference to the colonial lands.
f
i Mr. Labouchere referred the deputation to Colonel
' if  &

Jones and Sir Randolph Routh. The latter asked that local 
subscriptions be immediately collected but was reminded 
that Mr. Burton himself was the only resident landlord in

,h

i* a district of 26 miles. Nevertheless, Routh continued
l
$ *]' to insist on an attempt being made to collect money,
? promising a grand equal to the amount donated. Sucb a
ir
: promise was of doubtful value as local subscriptions
<
> would almost inevitably be quite small. However, the
i deputation did not go away empty-handed as they also got
i an assurance that instructions would be given for increased
* employment in the area.
■1 Pr. Corayn next turned to the Duke of Leinster and in

a letter asked him to use his influence with the Central
3Relief Committee of Ireland to get a grant for the starving

f 4poor of his parishes. Here his efforts were successful
for shortly afterwards it was reported that the General
Central Relief Committee had given him £60, while he got

* 5  another £20 from the Indian Relief Committee. Rev. Mr.
Maltin also got £ 2 0 from the latter committee, as well as

6the gift of a boiler.

2. Soup Kitchens

The gift of the boiler by the Indian Relief Committee 
is indicative of the new trend being taken by relief 

1 efforts —  and nbt just by private organizations but by
the Government also. On 25 January, Lord John Russell 
outlined his latest proposals in the House of Commons? 7



1) For the third time since the first failure of the 
potato crop, new relief committees were to be nominated
by the Lord Lieutenant and these were to be given the duty 

of establishing soup kitchens which would feed the people 
withouji any work being required in return.
2) The purpose of the free distribution of soup was "that 
labouring men should be allowed to work on their own 
plots of ground, or for the fanners, and thus tend to 
produce food for the next harvest and procure perhaps some 
small wages to enable them to support their families.” 
Consequently, as the distribution of food became general, 
the public works would be gradually closed and would not 
be re-started.
3) Although it had been a fundamental principle of the 
Irish Poor Law system that nobody received relief unless 
he became an inmate of a workhouse, this was now to be 
changed. Under the new proposed legislation paupers would 
be given outdoor relief; to be paid for out of the local 
rates, and in fact the Soup Kitchen Act was only intended 
as a temporary measure to feed the people until the 
necessary legislative and other steps had been taken to 
provide outdoor relief at the workhouses. It was not 
until four months later that the Irish Poor Law Extension 
Bill permitting outdoor relief was finally passed and
it became law on 8 June. Meanwhile the Soup Kitchen Act 
was in operation, havirg become law on 26 February.

In the meantime, before Lord John Russell's official 
proclamation of his Soup Kitchen policy in Parliament, 
the deputation from Kilfearagh and other West Glare 
parishes had returned home from Dublin. Immediately a



soup kitchen was established, with official approval, '
and placed under the management of a committee consisting 
of Jonas Studdert, Fr. Comyn, Dr. John Griffin, and 
Thomas Parker. Francis O'Donnell was treasurer and 

Rev. J.Martin secretary. It was decided that, pending
the arrival of the promised boiler from Dublin, use would

8  ■
be made of the boilers which heated water for the Baths.
The new soup kitchen was to be supported by monthly

Idonations —  seemingly promised by individuals and any
9donations received otherwise. They also had the promise 

made by Routh of matching any local donations from 
government funds. Quite possibly the £5 which Fr.Comyn 
received from Dr. Kennedy, Bishop of Killaloe, in mid 
February for the relief of the poor, was also used for 

10
this purpose. Commenting on the establishment of the
soup kitchen the Limerick Chronicle remarked that the
destitution in Kilkee was very great as many poor people '
followed the summer visitors to the town and then, by
easily getting lodgings in winter, remained as a permanent

11burden on the locality.
Under the provisions of the Soup Kitchen Act a new

relief committee had to be formed in Kilkee, as the on©
supervising the soup kitchen in early spring had been
formed before the act came into effect. This new committee

12held its first meeting in early April. Its activities, 
however, were not confined to doling out soup. It was 
entitled to distribute meal also and to issue ration cards 
stating the amount of food to which the holder was entitled.

But the relief committee was not the only source from 
which the people received help. The Society of Friends 
frequently sent gifts of money, food and clothing during 
1847 and following years, as did many private individuals
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also* The gifts of clothing were channeled, through the
Ladies' Clothing Society at Kilkee which seems to have

1 5done a good deal to keep the people decently clothed.

3 . Deaths from Starvation and Fever

As winter changed into spring deaths hegan to he
recorded from starvation. A Kilkee correspondent wrote

14to the Limerick Reporter in late Februarys

I am sorry to inform you that Kilkee, I fear, will 
soon be a second Skibbereen, the starving poor 
day after day falling off the works, and dying.
A poor man named Blood was found prostrate
on the road, having thrown up a large quantity of 
blood, and, in a short time after he expired.
This untimely end the poor man declared to be 
the effects of starvation. Many others, it is 
to be apprehended, will meet the sane fate in 
this locality. God only knows when and where it 
will stop.

And there were many otherss
15Limerick Chronicle 6 February "An inquest was held

on Sunday last in Kilkee on the body of a poor man who
died on his way to the workhouse, Kilrush."

16Limerick Chronicle 27 March  "A poor man fell dead
of cold and starvation at Moyasta*
But the very fact that individual deaths were being 
reported shows such happenings were not so frequent as 
no longer to arouse comment.



beginning of March the Kilrush Workhouse had 1,100 —
1,200 initiates, evon though it had been built originally
to cope with only 800. Fever was rampant; nearly a
quarter of the imnwtes were sick and the master, his
daughter and the doctor were down with fever. The
guardians, with a few exceptions, were afraid to go near

17it through fear of disease. The fever hospital, built
originally for 36 patients, had 48 at the beginning of
March but the mortality rate does not appear to have been

1 8particularly high. However, the ivcrst of the fever
epidemic had not yet come, In the country in general 
it reached its climax in April but did not begin to 
subside until Septomber Describing the situation
in Moyarta barony in July, Fr. Michael Moehan, C.C., 
Kilrush, said that about every tenth family was in 
actual fever

There are, and havo been all the summer, hovels 
in this barony and in every parish of it, where 
the rick vrere obliged to grope and totter to 
the door for turf, water, meal, estt., which a 
charitable neighbour would bring to the threshold 
and no further -- the only friend that would 
enter* there was the Priest.

The town of Kllkee seems to have fared somewhat better
than the surrounding countryside. In late June it was

21reported to be free from disease.
Fr. Meehan also gives us a glimpse of a priest’3

work at this time. With reference to the priests of
2?Moyarta barony he wrote:

Fever now began to sweep the country. At the



Most of the priest have ten or twelve calls por 
day, and muat ride twenty or thirty miles to 
take,them in. The physician and the humane 
may go to some with temporal relief; the poor 
Priest must go to all with the consolations of 
his ministry. And, indeed, not the least of our 
hardships is that, fL exploring the most thrilling 
ahodes of distress, we have not wherewithal to 
make our corporal works of mercy commensurate 
with the spiritual. %

It was against this background that emigration 
began to appear as the only way of escape. On 18 March 
the Clere Journal reported; ''Emigration from all parts 
of this country is now taking place to a most unpreced
ented extent,.” In Iiilfearagh parish the numbers leaving 
would not, as yet, be very great, though it was stated 
that in Kilkee many were trying to dispose of their farms
and lodges so that they could begin life anew on the

23other side of the Atlantic.

4. Preparing for the New Harvest

24On 16 March, Captain Mann wrcte; "As yet,
except among the strong farmers, tillage is very much 
neglected." Four days later the first reduction in 
numbers on the public works took place and further 
reductions tobk place at intervals after that. Although 
the purpose of this was to leave the labourers free to 
till the fields, the hoped for result was not achieved.
On 24 March the Limerick Chronicle reported that there



•was no sign of the land being worked In the vicinity 
25of Kilkee, and there was no Immediate improvement 

in the situation. There were several reasons for this 
lack of preparation:
1) After t?/o successive failures of the potato crop, 
many felt that there was little point in sowing 
potatoes. It was known that in America the potatoes had 
failed in three successive years.
2) The conacre system had virtually come to an end.
In 1846 nobody who had let out land on conacre had
received any rent and as a result the owners were now
inclined to keep it themselves for grass and cattle.
In any case, quite probably nobody would be inclined to

26take land on conacre, even if it was available.
3) There was a widespread shortage of potato seed and, 
indeed, of seed of any kind. In many cases what had 
at first been kept for this purpose was eventually 
wholly or partly eaten as food. In March a supply of 
bere and rye seed arrived in Kilrush and was sold by 
Capt. Mann —  but not without difficulty, only "by dent 
of persuasion and having it published by the R.C.clergy." 
The rye was to prove particularly successful. During 
the winter a supply of it had arrived at the Kilrush 
depot from Russia and it had become quite popular with 
the poor. Now a considerable amount was sown in West 
Clare -- where it could be planted on inferior land —  
and was to prove a good substitute for the potato when 
harvested.

Captain Mann’s difficulty in disposing of the seed 
may seem strange at first sight. But there was a simple 
explanation. The Government at one stage intended to



advance £50,000 to landlords to enable them to purchase 
and distribute seed to their tenants. The seed merchants 
objected and as the plan might interfere with private 
enterprise it was withdrawn. However, in March and early 
April the farmers in West Clare were still hopeful of 
receiving free seed and therefore were very reluctant to 
purchase. On 12 April H.M.&.Dragon brought another supply 
of seed to Kilrush. A little was purchased by a few 
landlords and then the ship sailed away again with most 
of its cargo. It was only at this stage that it finally 
dawned on the people that they were not going to get any 
free seed and Captain Mann was now besieged with applicat
ions for seed of any kind. A few days later a steamer 
arrived with a cargo of oat seed and the greater part 
of it was immediately purchased purchased and sown.
”A sudden and favourable reaction took place, all appear
ing anxious to till something, and not let the land run 
to waste.n

About the same time a large amount of turnip seed
was imported by local dealers in West Clare and those
who could, bought and -SOtotrL-it. Then, at the end of
May, Sir R.Routh fo^nd that he had 40,000 lbs. of turnip
and green crop seed left on his hands and he gave them to
the Society of Friends for free distribution. A small
quantity of the turnip seed was received by Captain Mann

27£tsr distribution in hi3 district. '
i

fas final result of the spring sowing was that; the
% ' , Of potatoes planted was very much smaller than 

fc the other hand, a vast lncrouno had token
ifec acreage under turnips. In County Clare as 

''.y.v-'H 6,129 acres were planted with potatoes in
* OQ■-■lit 10,958 were planted with turnips. Such a

i j



change about would have seemed ir.ci'̂ blt̂ e even tvo years
previous!; hut it was to have some beneficial results.
In the following winter the turnips vere to save many
lives, as Hr. Twisleton noted on 25 January 1348, when 

29ne wrotes
The grat/uitous distribution c<f the turnip seed 

last year I believe saved more lives than almost 
anything else.

One final point about the spring work must be noted.
By the beginning of June, little turf bad been out near

30Pouinasherry for the Limerick trade. This was to near
s big income loss to the area.

5. Summer 1847

The summer season at kilkee opened on a rather
ominous note. The theft of a quantity of meal from the
local relief depot became e minor matter when the body of
a murdered woman, a visitor to Kilkee, was found in a bog
about two miles from the town. The police immediately
fixed their suspicions on a man named Ryan, who, like
the murdered woman, v'as from Hospital, Co. Lir erick.
Wlien they visited the house where he had been, staying he
had fled but they discovered the stolen meal in &
bed-tick. Three weeks later Daniel Ryan was arrested by
Head Constable John imllarchy of Kilruch and charged with 

31murder. His motive was thought to be a desir» to get
possession of a few pounds the poor '»oiusn was reputed
. A , 32to have.

Even when reporting the murder incident the 
Limerick Chronicle^ hastened to assure its readers that, 
despite the destitution, there had been no outrage or



the town was free from fever. A month later a
correspondent of the Limerick Reporter painted an even

34brighter picture;
I have much pleasure to announce to the visitors
who frequent this much admired watering-place,
that the people, as usual, are most peaceable,
and that new potatoes are now exposed for sale
at the low price of 8d per stone, perfectly

not/sound and free from disease, withstanding the 
prognostications of the black prophets of the 
westf Vegetables are plenty (sic), and our 
markets are well supplied with beef and mutton 
at 5d per lb., and our village presenting a gay 
appearance already. Wheat and barley are doing 
very well, but the oat crop is rather deficient® 
Many of our poor natives have suffered rather 
severely during this trying season, which they 
bore with that patient endurance characteristic 
of the Irish peasant.

In mid August Kilkee was stated to be more crowded
35than it had ever been but soon afterwards the season

36ended prematurely, And to add to the people’s losses 
the potato crop, such as it was, was by no means the 
healthy one expected in July.

6. End of Public Works and Soup Kitchens
As we have seen, the soup kitchens were to tide the 

people over the gap between the gradual winding up of the 
public works and the coming // into operation of outdoor 
relief. At first a closing date of 15 August was fixed
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33plunder at Kllkee. And, as we have already mentioned,



r

especially In the south and south-west and probably
including Kilkee, caused some delay. However, 1 October
was definitely fixed as the last day for the distribut-

37ion of rations in any union through the soup kitchens.
By this time the public works had also been wound

up -- a process which had been virtually completed by
the end of June -- and the Government was quite determined
not to restart them. Nevertheless, in late September,
a memorial from the "Clergy, Gentry and Inhabitants of
Kilkee'* was presented to the Lord Lieutenant, complaining
of the unfinished state of the sea-wall and other public ,
works and stating that all of what had been done in
Kilxee would be swept away by the high tides of winter

38unless completed before then. A few weeks later a
deputation from Clare called on the Lord Lieutenant
and asked for a loan for the re-commencement of public
works already begun and incomplete. The answer held out
no hope. "We understand that his Excellency, while he
deplored the wretched state into which the country had
been plunged, held out no hope that the prayer of the
Memorial, so far as related to a loan of money, could 

39be granted." Still exploring every avenue, Fr.Comyn
wrote to Henry Grattan, M.P. at the end of October,
with a view to having the situation in the Kilkee area
brought before the notice of the Irish M.Ps. at a

40meeting to be held shortly afterwards. All in vain.
The public works and the soup kitchens were now very 
definitely a thing of the past and West Clare was thrown 
back on its own resources -- with terrible results.

195
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' iCHAPTER FOURTEEN ,1 '

TOWARDS UTTER DESTITUTION 

1° Causes of Destitution

Looking back at the suffering of the previous
1

twelve months Captain Mann wrote on 15 November, 1847s

A great deal has been written and many an account 
given of the dreadful sufferings endured by the 
poor. Believe me, my dear Sir, the reality 
in most cases far exceeded description.

1 Indeed none can conceive what it was but those
who were in it. For my part I frequently look 
back on it as a fearful and horrid dream, 
scarcely knowing how to sufficiently express 
gratitude to the Almighty for having brought

* the country through it even as It is.
' Mann was correct in assuming that a chapter had closed

but he appears to have been totally unaware that a new i

* and more terrible one was opening. There were several 
reasons for the increased destitution. The cessation or

s near-cessation of conacre had meant that the poorest
section of the population had no supply of food for the 
winter. Those who had planted potatoes were caught by 
the new failure and, as we shall see, even those who 
formerly were a little above subsistence level were caught ,
between the rival claims of the rent and rate collectors.

'  2 In November "A Looker-On, Kilkee" wrote:
Last year the poor had pigs and potatoes, such

l; as they were. The pigs are gone, and the small
quantity of potatoes remaining from this year’s

^ crop are rapidly becoming diseased. I know a
i. respectable person who, In the last fortnight,
f

lost ten barrels out of fourteen....The grain
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food is rapidly disappearing....It has been 
officially stated that rents were never better 
paid than this year. In many instances it is 
true; but it is equally so that the majority 
of those who have been thus punctual, were so 
through fear of being turned out of the ground; 
and I know of several who, after paying their 

rents, are without any means of supporting their families. 
Throughout the whole district it is one scene 
of misery and distress; the paupers are starving 
notwithstanding the poor lav/; and the other 
classes are but a few degrees removed from them. 
Every available article is either sold or in 
pawn, even to the very beds and blankets; and 
no man can assist his neighbour as 
heretofore.

In place of the public works and soup kitchens the
people now had to turn to the workhouse for their
salvation and it can be truly said that from this time
on the story of the people of Kilfearagh parish becomes
centred more and more on Kilrush Workhouse. Under the
Poor Lsw Extension Act of 1847 it was possible now to
grant outdoor relief i.e., the workhouses could give food
to people who were not inmates. But normally this
relief would be given only to the destitute who were aged
or infirm, widows or children. The ablebodied would
receive relief only within the workhouse -- as otherwise
it was feared that the scheme would be unworkable because

3of the number of applicants. However, outdoor relief
to the ablebodied could be given if the Poor Law

4Commissioners issued an order authorizing it.



Practically all this new and heavy expense would 
have to be paid for out of the poor law rates collected
locally --- although Kilrush Union did get some help
from the Government, being classified as "distressed''. 
Already, in many places, quite a lot of difficulty had

t
been experienced in collecting and the burden was now 
far greater. It had also some side effects. Landlords 
were liable for the rates on holdings valued at £4 and 
under, and this was true even though the rent had not 
been paid. To avoid the rates the cabin had to be 
pulled down. It is no coincidence, then, that the 
beginning of the mass evictions in Kilrush Union coincided 
with the coming into operation of the new system of relief, 
Furthermore, a clause in the new act, known as the 
"qviarter-acre clause" or "Gregory clause" aided the land-

t
lords in this process. Under this provision no relief 
was granted to the family of a man who held a quarter 
acre of ground or more. He had the choice, then, of 
keeping his farm and getting no relief or giving up his

5farm and entering the workhouse. Indeed the position
with regard to this clause was such that Mr.Twisleton

6could write on 13 January, 1848s
It would seem..... that a Relieving Officer
cannot give relief, even in cases of starvation, 
to anyone who occupies more than a quarter of 
an acre of land.

The increased rates spurred the landlords on to 
evictions. But the farmer with a valuation of a little 
over £4 was almost the hardest hit of all.Before 1845 
these would have been reasonably comfortable by Irish
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standards. Now they were hit on all sides -- the land
lord competing with the rate collector to see who would 
get his payment. Trevelyan even asked: "Is there
no power of securing the rates out of the produce of the

7crops seized for rent?" Seemingly there was not.
Writing from Kilrush Union on 11 November, Captain

— 8Kennedy, the newly appointed Poor Law Inspector, stated
that a major mistake had been committe/d with regard to
the issue of the warrant for collection of rates in the
union. If it had been done a month earlier the rate
collectors would have arrived before the crops were

9swept by the landlords or sold by the tenants. And a
10week later he wrote:

Empty walls, an iron pot and children in swarms 
are all I can see or the collector find. In 
some lawless localities, I expect resistance, 
but In these places they are able to pay; the 
law being vigorously put in force with a few, 

will, I trust, decide the matter....I hope for 
the cofintenance of the R.C.clergy in the 
collection of this most*righteous impost.

And it was little wonder that many were unwilling 
to pay the poor rate. In 1845 it had been lOd in Kilkee 
Electoral Division^ By 1846 It had gone up to l/3 and 
in 1847 It soared to 6/10. Combined with a Grand Jury 
rate of 3/lof this meant that 10/8f had to be paid on 
each £/ valuation. Some statistics supplied by the Poor 
Law offices explain the rising costs, keeping in mind 
also the cessation of government aid. In 1845 the
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p r o p o r t i o n  o f  p e o p le  r e l i e v e d  b y  th e  p o o r  la w  i n

K i l f e a r a g h  p a r i e h  w as 1 / 2 3 8 .  I n  1 8 4 6  i t  w as 1 / 1 0 2 .  By

1 8 4 7  i t  w as 1 /2 9  a n d , c o n t in u in g  t h e  r a p i d l y  w o r s e n in g

, 13-p o s i t i o n ,  i n  1 8 4 8  i t  w as 1 / 3  a n d  i n  1 8 4 9  1 / 2 .

A s d e s t i t u t i o n  s p r e a d  i t  m oved f r o m  th e  l a b o u r e r  t o

th e  s m a l l  f a r m e r  an d  e v e n t u a l l y  e v e n  t o  th o s e  who h a d

b e e n  q u i t e  c o m f o r t a b le  i n  1 8 4 5 .  I n  1 8 5 1  we c a n  f i n d  a

n o t i c e  l i k e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n  th e  o b i t u a r y  c o lu m n  o f  th e
12

L im e r ic k  R e p o r t e r  and  T ip p e r a r y  V i n d i c a t o r :

A t  K i l r u s h  W o rk h o u s e , M a r t i n  H a r e n ,  f o r m e r l y  a  

r e s p e c t a b le  f a r m e r .

I n  th e  f a c e  o f  a l l  t h i s  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  

c o u ld  no lo n g e r  do  a n y t h in g  t o  a c h ie v e  r e s u l t s  l i k e  th o s e  

g o t  b y  P r .  Com yn, R e v .  M r . M a r t i n ,  Hugh H ogan and o t h e r s  

i n  1 8 4 5 - 6  an d  f o r  m o s t o f  1 8 4 7 .  T h e s e  now move c o m p le t e ly  

i n t o  th e  b a c k g ro u n d  a s  th e  G u a rd ia n s  a n d  o f f i c i a l s  o f  

K i l r u s h  W o rk h o u s e  t a k e  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  th e  s t a g e .  F o r  tw o  

y e a r s  a f t e r  th e  f i r s t  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  t h e  b l i g h t  th e  o ld  

w ay o f  l i f e  h a d  b e e n  h e ld  t e n u o u s ly  t o g e t h e r .  I n  th e  

m onths an d  y e a r s  a f t e r  a u tu m n  1 8 4 7  i t  g r a d u a l l y  d i s 

i n t e g r a t e d .

2 .  A utum n a n d  W in t e r  1 8 4 7 - 8

I n  m id  O c to b e r  t h r e e  f is h e r m e n  w e re  d ro w n e d  a t  

1 3
F a r r i h y ,  th e  f i r s t  o f  a  n u m b er o f  s u ch  a c c id e n t s  i n  t h i s

p a r t  o f  th e  p a r is h  o v e r  a  p e r io d  o f  a  fe w  y e a r s .  J u s t  as

most men had for long been unfit t o  w o rk  on the road3 or
e ls e w h e r e ,  so to o  t h e  f is h e r m e n  h a d  n o t  th e  s ta m in a

r e q u i r e d  f o r  f i s h i n g .  F r .  M eehan  w r o te  o f  th e  f is h e r m e n
1 4

i n  M o y a r ta  b a r o n y :



e a c h  c a n o e  ( l i g h t  b o a ts  made o f  l a t h s  and t a r r e d  
s ic

c a n v a s s )  r e q u i r e d  t h r e e  men to  f i s h  e f f e c t i v e l y  

an d  th e s e  s h o u ld  r o w , w h i le  f i s h i n g ,  a b o u t  t e n  

m i l e s .  T h is  l e n g t h  o f  r o w in g  i n  o u r  v e r y  ro u g h  

s e a s  r e q u i r e d  s t r e n g t h  a n d  a g i l i t y ,  w h ic h  h a d

f l e d  f r o m  t h e  s k in  an d  b o n e s  f r a m e s  o f  o u r

p o o r  f is h e r m e n  t h i s  y e a r .

B y e a r l y  1 3 4 8  t h e  f is h e r m e n  w e re  a b s o l u t e l y

d e s t i t u t e .  I t  w as c la im e d  t h a t  th e  f i s h  h a d  gone f r o m

th e  c o a s t  an d  t h e r e  w as n o t h in g  t o  c a t c h .  T h e i r  n e t s

had once again been brought to the pawnshop and,
a lt h o u g h  w o r t h  £ 1  e a c h ,  o n ly  5 / -  h ad  b e e n  g iv e n  f o r  th em

The simple truth was that even at this low price the
1 5

p a w n b ro k e rs  c o u ld  n o t  g e t  b u y e r s  - -  b e c a u s e  v e r y  fe w

w e re  f i s h i n g .  I n  th e  d i s t r i c t  a lo n g  th e  c o a s t  f r o m

T a r b e r t  I s l a n d  t o  B la c k  H ead  t h e r e  w e re  6 7 6  b o a ts  

employing 2 3 9 3  men and b o y s  r e g i s t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  c o a s t 

g u a rd s  on 1 J a n u a r y  1 8 4 6 .  On 1 J a n u a r y  1 8 4 8  th e

f i g u r e s  f o r  th e  same a r e a  w e re  e le v e n  v e s s e ls  and  

15a.
f o r t y  m en. Y e t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  g r e a t  h a r d s h ip s ,

C a p ta in  K e n n e d y  fo u n d  t h a t  th e  f i s h e r m e n ,a s  a  c l a a s ,

1 5 b
w e re  v e r y  §.ow t o  e n t e r  t h e  w o rk h o u s e  - -  s e e m in g ly  

eve n  much s lo w e r  th a n  o t h e r s .

I n  N o vem b er 1 8 4 7  M r .  f i a l s h ,  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

i n s t r u c t o r  s e n t  b y  L o r d  C la r e n d o n  and  th e  R o y a l  

A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o c ie t y  o f  I r e l a n d ,  was d e p u te d  b y  th e  

G u a rd ia n s  o f  K i l r u s h  U n io n  t o  d e l i v e r  a l e c t u r e  i n  

K i l k e e .  M r . W a ls h  was e s p e c i a l l y  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  

d r a in a g e ,  th e  u s e  o f  m an u re  and t h e  e n c o u ra g e m e n t o f

This year they were not able to fish; for
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t h e  g ro w in g  o f  f l a x .  B u t b y  t h i s  t im e  s o m e th in g  

m ore t h a n  m ere  a d v ic e  w as n e e d e d . I f ,  n e a r l y  tw o  

y e a r s  p r e v i o u s l y ,  th e  p e o p le  h a d  b e e n  m e r e ly  " h a l f -  

s t a r v e d "  i n  th e  I r i s h  s e n s e  o f  th e  t e r m ,  th e y  w ere  

now " s t a r v e d " .  I n  th e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d  o f  K i l k e e  m en, 

women and c h i l d r e n  w e re  t o  be s e e n  r o o t i n g  u p  th e  

p o t a t o  f i e l d s ,  a l r e a d y  d u g , i n  t h e  h o p e  o f  f i n d i n g

a  fe w  s t r a y  p o t a t o e s  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  o v e r -

1 7  1 8
lo o k e d .  On 25  N o vem b er C a p t a in  K e n n e d y  w r o t e ;

T h e  n o r t h  and w e s t o f  t h e  u n io n ,  in c lu d i n g  th e  

d i v i s i o n s  K i l r a u r r y ,  K i l l a r d ,  K il in a c d u a n e , 

K i l k e e  an d  a  p a r t  o f  M o y a r ta ,  a r e  i n  a  m o st 

la m e n t a b le  s t a t e .  T h e  p a r t s  on th e  c o a s t  a r e  

m o s t d e n s e ly  p o p u la t e d ,  w i t h  a  t u r f - d i g g i n g ,  

sea w ee d  g a t h e r in g ,  f i s h - c a t c h i n g ,  a m p h ib io u s  

p o p u la t io n ;  a s  b a d  f is h e r m e n  a s  t h e y  a r e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s .  T h e y  h a v e  no  r e g p l a r  mode 

o f  g a in in g  a  l i v e l i h o o d . . .  A fe w  a c r e s  o f  

r e c la im e d  b o g  p la n t e d  w i t h  p o t a t o e s  h a s  h e r e 

t o f o r e  s u p p l ie d  t h e i r  w a n ts ,  an d  r e n d e r e d  th em  

c o n t e n t  on  t h e  lo w e s t  p o s s ib le  s c a le  o f  e x i s t 

e n c e .  W h i le  w e s t e r l y  g a le s  p r e v a i l  d u r in g  

th e  w i n t e r j  l a r g e  n u m b e rs  e k e  o u t  a w r e tc h e d  

e x is t e n c e  g a t h e r in g  s e a w e e d , w h ic h  t h e y  c a r r y  

and  s e l l  f u r t h e r  i n l a n d  f o r  m a n u re . The  

v i l l a g e s  o f  M u l la g h ,  D o o n b e g , B e a la h a  and  

K i l k e e  a r e  w r e tc h e d  n e s t s  o f  f i l t h ,  fa m in e  an d  

d is e a s e .



C a p t a in  K e n n e d y  w e n t on  to  s a y  t h a t  th e  w h o le  d i s t r i c t  

seem ed s w e p t o f  fo o d  a n d  he re c k o n e d  t h a t  one t h i r d  o f  

th e  p o p u la t io n  w o u ld  h e  w i t h o u t  fo o d  a t  C h r is t m a s ,  tw o  

t h i r d s  s t a r v i n g  b e f o r e  F e b r u a r y  a n d  t h e  w h o le  w i t h o u t  

fo o d  o r  m oney b e f o r e  May«

I n  K i l k e e  some o f  th e  lo d g e -o w n e r s  w e re  q u i t e  w e l l  

o f f  b u t  th e  r e m a in d e r  w e re  e v e r y  b i t  as  b a d ly  c ir c u m 

s ta n c e d  as t h e i r  c o u n t r y  b r e th r e n « -  I n  th e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  

th e  to w n  a  s p e c i a l  r e p o r t e r  o f  t h e  L im e r ic k  a n d  C l a r e  

E x a m in e r  saw  s c e n e s  o f  " u n p a r a l l e l l e d  w r e t c h e d n e s s " .

"G od a lo n e  know s how t h e y  a r e  t o  g e t  o v e r  th e  w i n t e r ;

I  f e a r  m uch, i t  w i l l  b e  a  w i n t e r  o f  d e a t h  f o r  m any o f  

19
th e m ."  A  s h o r t  d is t a n c e  fro m  th e  to w n , on  h i s  w ay to

C a r n g a h o l t ,  h e  saw  8 0  a c r e s  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  l e f t  u n t i l l e d

20f o r  w a n t o f  s e e d .  I n q u i r i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  h e  was t o l d :

I t  w a s n 't  t i l l i n g  we w e re  t h i n k i n g  o f ,  b u t  th e

h u n g e r  —  we h a d  n o t h in g  t o  p u t  m  i t .  When th e

fa m in e  c a m e , t h e y  d i e d ,  as  th e  b i r d s  d o , w hen th e

f r o s t  co m es , a n d  w h a t we th o u g h t  we n e v e r  w o u ld  s e e ,

t h e y  w e re  b u r i e d  w i t h o u t  th e  c o f f i n .

B u r i a l  w i t h o u t  a  c o f f i n  was t h e  u l t i m a t e  s ig n  o f

d e s t i t u t i o n  —  a n d  w i t h  t h e  c o f f i n  d is a p p e a r e d  m o s t o f

th e  f u n e r a l  r i t u a l  so d e a r  t o  th e  p e o p le .  F e v e r  was now

r a g in g  a n d  e  i n  some l o c a l i t i e s  i n  W e s t  C l a r e  c a s e s  o f

21s m a llp o x  a ls o  o c c u r r e d .  As a  r e s u l t ,  f u n e r a l s ,  w h ic h  

h a d  f o r m e r l y  b e e n  a t t e n d e d  b y  g r e a t  th r o n g s  o f  p e o p le >  

h a d  becom e s m a l l e r  a n d  s m a l l e r .  T h e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  t h e i r

o c c u r r e n c e  a n d  f e a r  o f  i n f e c t i o n  r e d u c e d  t h e  n u m b er o f  

m o u rn e rs  t o  a  g ro u p  b a r e l y  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  c a r r y  t h e
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c o f f i n  t o  t h e  g r a v e  an d  b u r y  i t  - -  i f  t h e r e  w as a 

22
c o f f i n .  M any c o r p s e s ,  p e rh a p s  h a l f  o f  th o s e  now

b e in g  b u r ie d  i n  W e s t C l a r e ,  w e re  w ra p p e d  i n  s t r a w  and

s w a th e d  a ro u n d  w i t h  a  s u g aw n . A nd C a p t a in  K e n n e d y  m et

one p o o r  man c a r r y i n g  h i s  tw o  d e ad  c h i l d r e n  t o  th e

2 3
g r a v e  i n  a  c r a d l e .  N e e d le s s  t o  r e m a r k ,  w akes  h ad

2 4
becom e r a r e  o c c u r r e n c e s .  D u r in g  m ost o f  1 8 4 7  K i l r u s h

W o rkh o u se  p r o v id e d  a  l a r g e  n u m b er o f  c o f f i n s  f o r  p e o p le

2 4 a
who w e re  n o t  in m a te s  ------ b u t  e v e n  h e r e  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r

was u n p a id  i n  e a r l y  N o vem b er and t h r e a t e n in g  t o  s to p  
25

s u p p l ie s .  And i n  t h i s  same m o n th  th e  P o o r  Law
MoT i

C o m m is s io n e rs  in fo r m e d  B o a rd s  o f  G u a rd ia n s ^ n o t  t o  p r o v id e

2 6
c o f f i n s  f o r  th o s e  who d id  n o t  d i e  i n  t h e  w o rk h o u s e .

Prom  l a t e  1 8 4 7  o n w a rd s , t h e n ,  m any p e o p le  e n t e r e d

th e  w o rk h o u s e  f o r  th e  s o le  p u rp o s e  o f  g e t t i n g  w h a t t h e y

c o n s id e r e d  t o  b e  a d e c e n t  b u r i a l .  I n  F e b r u a r y  1 8 5 1 ,

D r .  M ad d en , h i s t o r i a n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  I r i s h m e n ,  v i s i t e d

K i l r u s h  W o rk h o u s s  an d  d e s c r ib e d  a  c ro w d  s e e k in g  a d m is s io n

as  f o l l o w s ! ^

T h e s e  s ic k  an d  fa m is h in g  c r e a t u r e s  w e re  b ro x ig h t

t h e r e ,  as  I  w as in f o r m e d ,  b y  n e ig h b o u r s  who had

l e n t  c a r s  t o  c a r r y  th em  t o  th e  P o o rh o u s e , and

$  g r e a t  n u m b er o f  th e m , t o  u s e  t h e i r  own

la n g u a g e ,  " f o r  a  c o f f i n " .  On s u r p r is e  b e in g

e x p r e s s e d  a t  h e a r in g  t h i s  r e a s o n  g iv e n  f o r  t h e

r e m o v a l o f  th e s e  p e o p le ,  an d  t h e  q u e s t io n  b e in g

r e p e a t e d ,  one  o f  th o s e  m o r ib u n d  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r

a d m is s io n  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  a  s h e l l  an d  a  g r a v e ,  -

a  man m ore l i k e  a  s k e le t o n  th a n  a  l i v i n g  m an,

y e t  n o t  much a b o ve  f o r t y  y e a r s  o f  a g e  - -  s a id  

i n  a  lo w  h o l lo w - t o n e d  v o ic e  —  " Y e s ,  t o  g e t  a 

c o f f i n ,  y o u r  h o n o u r ."
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The ty p e  o f  b u r i a l  t h e y  g o t ,  h o w e v e r , h a r d l y  made t h e i r  

v i s i t  t o  th e  w o rk h o u s e  w o r t h w h i le .  A g a in  t o  q u o te  

D r .  M a d d e n :*58

T h e  d e a d  a r e  i n t e r r e d  e v e r y  m o rn in g  i n  a  

c h u r c h y a r d  ( S h a n a k y le )  a b o u t  a  m i le  and a  

h a l f  f r o m  t h e  to w n . The  b o d ie s  a r e  c a r t e d  

aw ay w i t h o u t  a n y  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  a  f u n e r a l  

c e re m o n y ; no  a t te n d a n c e  o f  p r i e s t  o r  p a r s o n ,  

no p a l l .  The  c o f f i n s  - -  i f  t h e  f r a i l  b o a rd s  

n a i l e d  t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h e  re m a in s  o f  p a u p e rs  

may b e  so  c a l l e d  —  a r e  made b y  c o n t r a c t ,  and  

f u r n is h e d  " a t  a  v e r y  lo w  f i g u r e " .  The p a u p e r s ’ 

t r e n c h  i n  a  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  c h u r c h y a r d ,  w h ic h  I  

v i s i t e d ,  i s  a  l a r g e  p i t ,  th e  y a w n in g  a p e r t u r e  

a b o u t  t w e n t y  f e e t  s q u a r e .  T h e  d e a d  a r e  d e p o s i t 

ed  i n  l a y e r s ,  and o v e r  e a c h  c o f f i n  a  l i t t l e  

e a r t h  i s  t h i n l y  s c a t t e r e d ,  j u s t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  

c o n c e a l  th e  b o a r d s .  T h e  t h ic k n e s s  o f  th e  c o v e r 

in g  o f  d a y  I  fo u n d  d id  n o t  am o u n t t o  tw o  in c h e s  

o v e r  t h e  l a s t  t i e r  o f  c o f f i n s  d e p o s i t e d  t h e r e .

A p a u p e r  who d r i v e s  th e  c a r t ,  an d  a n o th e r  who 

a c c o m p a n ie s  h im  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t a k i n g  th e  c o f f i n s  

f r o m  t h a t  c o n v e y a n c e , an d  s l i p p i n g  th em  down  

i n t o  t h e  t r e n c h ,  a r e  th e  o n ly  f u n e r a l  a t t e n d a n t s .  

I t  i s  v e r y  r a r e  t h a t  a n y  o f  t h e  k i t h  ^ ^ o r  k i n  

o f  a  p a u p e r  acco m p an y h i s  r e m a in s  to  t h e  g r a v e ,  

b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  so m any d e a t h s ,  and so much  

d i f f i c u l t y  i n  a s c e r t a i n i n g  a n y t h in g  a b o u t th e  

i d e n t i t y  o f  s u c h  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  p a u p e rs  as  th o s e  

a m o u n tin g  t o  h a l f  a  h u n d re d  o r  m ore who d i e  i n  a
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w e e k , t h a t  i t  i s  s e ld o m  a n y t h in g  i s  know n o f  ' 1 > .

th e  d e a th s  i n  th e  P o o rh o u s e  b y  th e  f r i e n d s

o u t s i d e ,  i f  a n y  t h e r e  b e  l e f t ,  u n t i l  lo n g  a f t e r

t h e y  h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e »

T h e  c h a rg e  w as  a ls o  made t h a t  th o s e  who h a d  a  s h i r t  w e re
2 8 a

n o t  e v e n  g iv e n  a  s h r o u d . I t  w as t h i s  f i n a l

i n d i g n i t y  w h ic h  p ro m p te d  a n  anonym ous w r i t e r  t o  c o n t r i b -

29u t e  some v e r s e s  t o  t h e  N a t i o n ;

i

A y e , b u r ie d  l i k e  d o g s  a r e  th e  P o o r -h o u s e  D ead  

I n  t h i s  C h r i s t i a n  l a n d ,  w i t h o u t  s h ro u d  o r  s h re d  

O f a  w in d in g  s h e e t  on  th e  w a s te d  f r a m e ------
rt

A nd t h i s  G o d le s s  t h r i f t  i s  o u r  G u a r d ia n s ’ a im !

No p r a y e r  f o r  th e  D e a d , t o  o f f e n d  th e  e a r  

O f o u r  S axo n  " S a i n t s ” i s  r e p e a t e d  h e r e ;

O f "m u m m e rie s " , none t h a t " d e g r a d e  th e  m in d "

A nd d e b a s e  t h e  s o u l ,  i n  K i l r u s h  y o u ’ l l  f i n d .

Thus d id  m any o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  K i l f e a r a g h  p a r is h  t o  

t o  t h e i r  f i n a l  r e s t i n g  p la c e .

I f  d e a th s  w e re  on  th e  In c r e a s e ,  m a r r ia g e s  w e re  on

th e  d e c r e a s e .  I n  1 8 4 0  1 0 4  m a r r ia g e s  f r o m  K i l f e a r a g h

and  K i l l a r d  p a r is h e s  w e re  e n t e r e d  i n t o  th e  r e g i s t e r  a t  

K i l k e e  C a t h o l i c  C h u rc h . I n  1 8 4 6  th e  n u m b er w as 1 0 6 ,  

w e l l  u p  t o  an d  p e rh a p s  e v e n  a b o v e  t h e  a v e r a g e  o f  th e  

p r e v io u s  d e c a d e . B u t I n  1 8 4 7  t h i s  h a d  d ro p p e d  t o  36  

(1 9  o f  th e m  w i t h  a d d r e s s e s  I n  K i l f e a r a g h  p a r is h )  a n d  i n

th e  tw o  y e a r s  1 8 4 8 - 9  t h e r e  w e re  o n ly  41  i n  a l l .  The

r e d u c t io n  i n  th e  n u m b er o f  m a r r ia g e s  and  th e  g e n e r a l  

s t r a i t e n e d  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  o f  h i s  f l o c k  c a u s e d  a  s e r io u s  

d r o p  i n  F r .  Com yn’ s In c o m e . P e rh a p s  h i s  c h a r i t a b l e  

e f f o r t s  t o o ,  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  h i s  h a v in g  to  le a v e  h i s  h o u se  

an d  f a r m  on  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  K i l k e e  a n d  go i n t o  lo d g in g s  

I n  th e  to w n .^ ® a



3 y  18  N o vem b er 1 3 4 7  o v e r  6 ,0 0 0  n o t i c e s  t o  q u i t  h a d

b een  s e r v e d  i n  K l l r u s h  U n io n ,  a n d  K i l f e a r a g h  p a r ia h  w as

no d i f f e r e n t  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  f ro m  th e  o t h e r s .  T h e  la n d

u n d e r  e je c t m e n t  was l i t e r a l l y  b a r o  o f  a l l  s to c k  an d  
3 0

p ro d u c e . L i t t l e  w o n d e r , t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e  L im e r ic k

C h r o n ic l e  c o u ld  w r i t e  i n  m id  D e c em b e r o f  th e  K i l k e e  a r e a :

"The p e o p le ,  we h a v e  h e a r d ,  a r e  o n e  h a l f  s t a r v i n g ,  t h e

o th e r  h a l f  p l u n d e r i n g . ” A t h r e a t e n i n g  n o t i c e  a g a in s t

Jonas i t u d d e r t  an d  tw o  o t h e r s ,  w h ic h  w as s ig n e d  " M o l ly

M a g u ir e ” ,  was fo u n d  on t h e  d o o r  o f  K i l k e e  P r o t e s t a n t

C hurch  one  S unday  m o r n in g ,  w h i le  a rm ed  b an d s  w e re  s e e n  on
3 1

d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s io n s  on t h e  r o a d  b e tw e e n  K i l k e e  an d  D o o fib e g . 

On 1 4  D ecem b er C a p t a in  M ann w r o t e : ' " '  " H i t h e r t o  we h a v e  

bean  m o s t q u i e t  a n d  o u t r a g e  h a s  b e e n  u n k n o w n , b u t  I  do  

f a a r  we 3 h a i l  n o t  a lw a y s  be s o .  T h e re  i s  u n d o u b te d  

re a s o n  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  some r u f f i a n s  l u r k i n g  a b o u t  

i n  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  K i l k e e  a n d  K i l l a r d  who a r e  on a  

m is c h ie v o u s  e r r a n d .  Tne  p o l i c e  a r e  u s in g  e v e r y  exex’ fc ion  

to  f i n d  tn e m  o u t  a n d  o c c a s io n a l l y  g e t  on  t h e i r  t r a c k . "

Soon a f t e r w a r d s  th e  n u m b e r o f  s o l d i e r s  i n  K i l r u s h  was  

i n c r e a s e d .30

A3 1 3 4 3  o p e n e d  r o b b e r ie s  becam e m o re  f r e q u e n t  

o c c u r r e n c e s . A t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  J a n u a ry  tw o  women w e re  

c o m m itte d  t o  E n n is  G a o l f o r  s t e a l i n g  t e a ,  s u g a r ,  p o w d e r

and s h o t f r o m  a  m i l k - c a n  l e f t  i n  f r o n t  o f  a  K i l k e e  p u b l i c -
3 4

h o u se . I n  F e b r u a r y  M is s  F a h y ,  m is t r e s s  o f  th e  N a tio n & J  

S cho ol a t  K i l k e e ,  r e s u m e d  home f r o m  s c h o o l one e v e n in g

3 5
to  f i n d  t h a t  she h a d  b e e n  ro b b e d  o f  £ 2 0  a n d  h e r  c lo t h e s .

A f o r t n i g h t  l a t e r  M r .  H o g a n 's  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  was b o r k e n  
. 36Into at night. Howevor, when seen against the general 
background of want these happenings beoorno more under
standable.
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T h e  t r a d e r s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  m any o f  th e m , w e re  now

r e a p in g  t h e  r e w a r d  o f  g o v e rn m e n t n o n - i n t e r v e n t i o n  and

t h e  p e o p le  w e re  u t t e r l y  a t  t h e i r  m e rcy »  I n  J a n u a r y  t h e

L im e r ic k  C h r o n io le  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e  g r e a t e s t  im p o s i t io n
37

was g e n e r a l l y  p r a c t i s e d  b y  t r a d e r s  i n  ' l e s t  G la r e  a n d  on

33
1 M a rc h  C a p ta in  K en n ed y  w r o t e t

I  know t h a t  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  I n d i a n  m e a l ,  h a r d l y  

f i t  l o r  hum an f o o d ,  i s  r e t a i l e d  a t  a n  im m ense  

p r o f i t  th r o u g h  t h e  U n io n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  r e t a i l e r s  

h a v e  r e a l i z e d  v e r y  l a r g e  sum s.

A d v a n ta g e ,  t o o a was b e in g  ta k e n  o f  th e  v e r y  m any

men who w e re  r e a d y  t o  g r a s p  a n y  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  o b t a in in g
3 9

w o rk . C a p t a in  M ann com m ented on 11  F e b r u a r y i

E m p lo ym e n t t h e r e  13 n o n e  a n d  I  am s o r r y  t o  s a y  

i t  i s  s t a t e d  an d  w i t h  t r u t h  t h a t  th e  f a r m e r s  a r c  

i n  m any in s t a n c e s  t a k i n g  a d v a n ta g e  o f  t h i s  s 'c a te  

o f  t h in g 3  a n d  g e t t i n g  t h e i r  w o rk  d ona  f o r  th e  

m a n ! s d i e t  a n d  p e rh a p s  a  l i t t l e  to b a c c o ,  th u s  

l e a v in g  t h e  w i f e  a n d  c h i ld r e n  n o  s h a r e .

3» R e l i e f  O r g a n iz a t io n s

When a  man h a d  no m eans o f  s u p p o r t in g  h i3  w i f e  a n d  

c h i ld r e n  t h e y  g e n e r a l l y  h a d  e v e n t u a l l y  t o  f a c e  to w a rd s  

th e  w o rk h o u s e . Som e, h o w e v e r ,  w e re  s u p p o r te d  th r o u g h  

h e lp  f r o m  c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t io n s .  We h a v e  a l r e a d y  

seen t h a t  i n  1 3 4 7  t h e  S o c ie t y  o f  F r ie n d s  com m enced s e n d 

in g  d o n a t io n s  a n d  g i f t s  t o  r e l i e v e  d i s t r e s s  I n  K i l f e a r a g h  

p a r is h .  S uch  h e lp  c o n t in u e d  t o  a r r i v e  d u r in g  1 3 4 8 ,  

p ro b a b ly  In c r e a s i n g  i n  v o lu m e . I n  J a n u a ry  R e v .J a m a s

M a r t in  a c k n o w le d g e d  th e  r e c e i p t  o f  1 2  b a r r e l s  o f  I n d i a n
4 0

m eal an d  one b a r r e l  o f  p o r k  a n d  a  f o r t n i g h t  l a t e r  a  c w t .
A . "1

o f  r i c e  a r r i v e d  fro m  t h e  same s o u r c e . “ O th e r  g i f t s  

in c lu d e d  b a lo s  o f  c l o t h i n g  m a t e r i a l  a n d  b e d  c o v e r in g .



after having been applied tc. Mrs. Driver of Peckham
3ent £5 for the employment of poor women in their ov/n 

42a
cabins; an anonymous Friend sent three dozen me:r> and

43boys' caps, while various people sent small money 
44donations. In the stricken area it3elf few of the

better off opened their purses. But, then, they had not
been accustomed to doing so. In the context of West Clare

45Captain Mann wrote on 13 February 1348:
The old cant that charity was so unbounded etc. 
etc., is all humbug; the poor always cared for 
the poor —  what have the rich as a body done 

throughout this awful visitation? —  some do make 
a great fuss and try to beguile- themselves into 

a belief that they are doing wonders.... But what 
is the wondrous work? Why being very active in 

distributing the funds sent from various charitable 
institutions and trying to secure the largest 
amount for their own immediate dependents.

Along with the Society of Friends there was another 
voluntary organization which made a very valuable 
contribution towards stemming the tide. This was the 
Brinish Association for the Relief of the extreme Distress 
in the remote parishes of Ireland and Scotland, founded 
in January 1347. In early January 1848 Trevelyan told 
Captain Mann to make an application for aid to Count 
Strsolecki of the British Association. Mann followed his 
instructions and the result was a grant of £100 for 

relief in Eilrush Union, together with a promise of £500 
for the purchasing and making of children's clothes.
Captain Mann was delighted at this —  aa it would provide 

a market for homemade serge together with giving employment

Private individuals and firms also helped, probably
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to  d e s t i t u t e  w id o w s . T h e  c l o t h  wa3 t h e n  b o u g h t i n  t h e

m a r k e t  a t  K i l r u s h  a n d  a  h o u s e  was r e n t e d  i n  v /h ic h  th e

c l o t h ©3 w e re  m ade u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v is io n  o f  some l o c a l  
4 7

l a d i e s .  E m p lo ym e n t w as g iv e n  t h e r e  t o  1 5 0  p o o r  wom en.

The e n d  p r o d u c ts  w e re  d i s t r i b u t e d  am ong t h e  p o o r  c h i l d r e n

4 9
o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .

A l th o u g h  f u r t h e r  c a s h  g r a n t s  w e r e  m ade b y  t h e

B r i t i s h  R e l i e f  A s s o c ia t io n  t o  K i l r u a h  U n io n , i t s  m o s t

im p o r t a n t  p r o j e c t  was t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  fo o d  f o r  c h i l d r e n

a t t e n d in g  n a t i o n a l  s c h o o ls  i n  t h i s  u n io n  an d  e ls e w h e r e

i n  th e  W e s t o f  I r e l a n d .  B e tw e e n  1 O c to b e r  1 8 4 7  and

25 A p r i l  1 3 4 8  3 ,3 6 2  n a t i o n a l  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n  i n  K i l r u s l i

U n io n  r e c e iv e d  m e a ls .  And i n  a  f i v e  m o n th  p e r io d  fro m

D ecem ber t o  A p r i l  ( i n c l u s i v e )  n e a r l y  h a l f  a  m i l l i o n  m e a ls  
5 0

w e re  s e r v e d .  K i l k e e  M .S .  s h a r e d  i n  t h i s  b o u n ty  w h ic h
5 1

was i n v a l u a b l e  t o  th e  c h i l d r e n .  C a p t a in  M ann c o m m en teds 

" I t  i s  im p o s s ib le  t o  e s t im a t e  t o o  h i g h l y  t h e  v a lu e  an d  

im p o r ta n c e  o f  f e e d in g  t h e  d e s t i t u t e  c h i l d r e n  a t  th o  

s c h o o ls . "

A ltn o u g h  o n ly  v e r y  p o o r  c h i l d r e n  w e re  h e lp e d  i n  t h e  

s c h o o ls  b y  th e  B r i t i s h  A s s o c ia t io n ,  C a p t a in  K en n ed y  

r e v e a le d  an  a n o m a ly  i n  m id  M a rc h . I n  K i l k e e  N .S .  t h e  

t e a c h e r s  dem anded t h e  p a y m e n t o f  one p e n n y  a  w e e k  f r o m  

©ach c h i l d  - -  a n d  t h i s  e x c lu d e d  t h e  r e a l l y  d e s t i t u t e  

fro m  th e  s c h o o l an d  p u t  th e m  o u t s id e  t h e  sco p e  o f  th e  

schem e. T h is  was a  r a t h e r  aw kw ard  s i t u a t i o n  a s  i t  was  

N a t io n a l  B o a rd  p o l i c y  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  t e a c h e r s '  

s a l a r i e s  s h o u ld  come fro m  w e e k ly  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  fro m  th e

p u p i l s .  When in fo r m e d  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  K i l k e e  i t  

o r d e r e d  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  r e c e i v i n g  B r i t i s h  A s s o c ia t io n  r e l i e f
5 0

w ere n o t  t o  be c h a rg e d  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n .
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On 1 J u ly  1 3 4 8  t h e  fu n d s  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  A s s o c ia t io n

f i n a l l y  d r i e d  u p  b u t  L o r d  John  R u s s e l l  p ro m is e d  t h a t  th e

r e l i e f  i t  was g i v i n g  t o  2 0 0 ,0 0 0  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n  w o u ld  be

k e p t  u p  b y  t h e  G o v ern m e n t»  B u t a  l i t t l e  o v e r  tw o

m o n th s  l a t e r ,  d e s p i t e  t h i s  p r o m is e ,  t h e  f r e e  d i s t r i b u t i o n
5 4

o f  fo o d  i n  t h e  s c h o o ls  o f  K i l r u a h  U n io n  came t o  a n  end»

4o P o l i t i c s

A lth o u g h  m o s t p e o p le  i n  K i l f e a r a g h  p a r is h  no  lo n g e r  

h a d  t h e  in t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  i n  p o l i t i c s  o f  f i v e  o r  s i x  y e a r s  

e a r l i e r  w hen O ’ C o n n e l l  was a t  th e  h e i g h t  o f  M s  r e p e a l  

c a m p a ig n , 1 8 4 8  w as t h e  y e a r  i n  w h ic h  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

d e v e lo p m e n ts  o f  t h e  d e c a d e  came t o  a  h e ad »  I n  J a n u a r y  

1 3 4 7  t h e  Y oung I r e l a n d e r s ,  h a v in g  e a r l i e r  s e c e d e d  fro m  

th e  R e p e a l  A s s o c ia t io n ,  fo u n d e d  a  new a n d  m i l i t a n t  

o r g a n i z a t io n ,  T h e  I r i s h  C o n f e d e r a t io n »  T h e  p la n  was  

t o  fo u n d  c o n f e d e r a t e  c lu b s  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  

e x e r t  p r e s s u r e  on t h e  G o v e rn m e n t t o  r e p e a l  t h e  A c t  o f  

U n io n . I n  f a c t  v e r y  fe w  s u c h  c lu b s  w a re  fo u n d e d  i n i t i a l l y  

H o w e v e r , i n  May a n d  Ju n e  1 3 4 8  e v e n ts  s w i f t l y  m oved  th e  

Young I r e l a n d e r s  to w a rd s  a n  a rm e d  r e b e l l i o n  an d  a n  e f f o r t  

was m ade t o  In c r e a s e  t h e  n u m b er o f  c lu b s .  I n  e a r l y  Ju n e  

an a t t e m p t  was m ade t o  u n i t e  t h e  R e p e a l  A s s o c ia t io n  an d  

th e  I r i s h  C o n f e d e r a t io n  th r o u g h  t h e  r e p la c e m e n t  o f  b o th  

b y  a  new a s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  I r i s h  L e a g u e »  I t  was a g re e d  

t h a t  t h e  c o n f e d e r a t e  c lu b s  w e re  n o t  t o  be d is b a n d e d  b u t  

w ere t o  r e m a in ,  t h e  n u c le u s  o f  a  n a t i o n a l  g u a r d .

Gavan D u f f y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  L e a g u e  w o u ld  p r o v id e  a  m eans  

o f  in t r o d u c in g  a rm ed  c lu b s  in c o  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  w h e re  t h e  

C o n f e d e r a t io n  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  m a d ! - l i t  t i e  p r o g r e s s .5 5



On 21  J u n e  F r .  Corayn e x p r e s s e d  h i s  d e l i g h t  a t  th e
56

p r o s p e c t  o f  a  r e u n io n  among R e p e a le r s  a n d  a b o u t  t h r e e

w eeks  l a t e r  a t t e n d e d  a  m e e t in g  o f  th e  L e a g u e  i n  L u b l i n

a t  w h ic h  he was p ro p o s e d  f o r  m e m b e rs h ip  b y  Thomas  

5 7
D ’ A rc y  M cG ee. F r .  Com yn, h o w e v e r ,  w a3 no  r e p u b l ic a n

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a n d  w as o b v io u s ly  e x p n c t in g  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l

a g i t a t i o n .  He w o u ld  h a v e  l i t t l e  s y m p a th y  t h e n  w i t h  t h e

a im s  o f  some o f  th o s e  who fo u n d e d  The L o r d  C la r e  C lu b
5 8

i n  K i i k a e  a b o u t  t h i s  same t i m e .  When t h e  i l l - f a t e d

r e b e l l i o n  b r o k e  o u t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s  t h e r e  w e re  no

in c id e n t s  i n  K i l k e e  b e y o n d  t h e  s e n d in g  o f  a  t h r e a t e n in g

l e t t e r  t o  D r .  T u i t e .  F o r  t h i s  th e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  c lu b ,

P a t r i c k  K ean  J r . ,  was summoned b e f o r e  t h e  m a g is t r a t e s  a n d
5 9

g o t  aw ay w i t h  a  " s a l u t a r y  s t r i c t u r e "  f o r  w a n t o f  e v id e n c e .

I n  A u g u s t K i l k e e  wa3 v i s i t e d  b y  a  g ro u p  o f  m i l i t a r y

and  p o l i c e  i n  s e a r c h  o f  some o f  th e  Y oung  I r e l a n d  l e a d e r s

whom t h e y  b e l i e v e d  t o  be i n  h i d i n g  i n  t h e  to w n . T h is  was

th e  o u tco m e  o f  a  r e p o r t  t h a t  R ic h a r d  0 * G orm an a n d  tw o

co m p an io n s  h a d  d in e d  i n  one o f  th e  t o w n ’ s h o t e l s  on  th e

p r e v io u s  d a y .  A t  m id n ig h t  th e  h o t e l s  a n d  a  n u m b er o f

p r i v a t e  h o u s e s  w e re  s u r ro u n d e d  a n d  s e a r c h e d .  "T h e

t r a i t o r s  w e re  s a id  t o  b e  d is g u is e d  as  f e m a le s  a n d  o c c u p ie d

l a d i e s ’ a p a r t m e n t s ;  i t  t h e r e f o r e  becam e a b s o l u t e l y

n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  a l l  t h e  l a d i e s ’ b ed ro o m s  s h o u ld  b e  s e a r c h e d .

T h is  p a i n f u l  d u t y  was p e r fo r m e d  b y  M r . L i t t l e  R .M . a lo n e

and  i n  t h e  m o s t d e l i c a t e  m a n n e r p o s s i b l e . "  The s e a r c h

d id  n o t  m e e t w i t h  a n y  s u c c e s s  a n d  a  fe w  d a y s  l a t e r  t h e

L im e r ic k  E x a m in e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  R ic h a r d  O ’ G orm an h a d

s u c c e e d e d  i n  m a k in g  h i s  e s c a p e ,  d is g u is e d  a s  an o ld  woman
6 0

i n  b la c k ,  on  b o a rd  a  s te a m -b o a t  a t  K i l r u s h .
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D e s p i t e  t h e  t r o u ^ l io ’d  t im e s 1' v i s i t o r s  s t i l l  came t o  

K i l k e e  i n  t h e  summer o f  1 8 4 8 .  I n  t h e  v e r y  e a r l y  p a r t  

o f  t h e  s e a s o n , i n  m id  J u n e , t h e  to w n  was r e p o r t e d  t o  oe
’S gp s 1

f r e e  f r o m  d is e a s e .  B u t a  m o n th  l a t e r  f e v e r  i n  th e* » , t . ^ / ~ ;c

s u r r o u n d in g - ’ c o u n t r y s id e  p r e v e n t e d  v i s i t o r s  f r o m  m a k in g
’ 6 2  ' 

some o f  t h e i r  u s u a l  e x c u r s io n s .  One p i c n ic  p a r t y ,
„ t , Ovs.'i -- r

w h ic h  v i s i t e d  D u n l ic k e y  C a s t l e ,  a b o u t  f o u r  m i le s  f r o m  th e
* ' \  ■. / i . . ’ *- - '

to w n  a lo n g  t h e  c o a s t ,  h a d  a n  u n u s u a l  e x p e r ie n c e ,  w h ic h

t.M  S’.1
*?]K" ÿU’irnf'̂ì ,

KÆ̂ Î r f Fiif 4

m m , ,

stife’•5 wî’r ̂

l à•»■¿•V-'JaiSÿjft& W \  '

'■•'ifiS

ri 1 ' 4
i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  c h a n g e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  f a m in e .  The

1 J I c
p a r t y  o f  v i s i t o r s  was h e ld  u p  b y  a  g ro u p  o f  a b o u t  t e n  men> " « * £ * " ** ’ '  ̂t* i
w i t h  tw o  o r  t h r e e  g u n s , i n  w h a t seem ed t o  be a n  a t t e m p t e d

-' V. ’ ’ f * ̂ i" if > ' ■ - *
r o b b e r y .  H o w e v e r , t h e  v i s i t o r s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  p re s e n c e

I  ' J  /' r ' '/ 1 * “z' » I ’ f  * - ' '
o f  th e  g u n s ,  r e s i s t e d  t h e i r  o p p o n e n ts  an d  m anaged  t o  p u t

t t1-  ̂ { ’*• t \  ̂ 1 v n , 1 + *» » .

th e m  t o  f l i g h t .  A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  m a n n e r i n  w h ic h  i t  e n d edr 1 ' ' * V’
t h e  i n c i d e n t  was u n u 3 u a T > *in  t h a t * ^ i t  w as t h e  f i r s t  o c c a s io n
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN

E V IC T IO N S

F ro m  t h e  e n d  o f  1 8 4 7  t h e  l i v e s  o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  

K i l f e a r a g h  p a r is h  came t o  toe d o m in a te d  b y  t h r e e  i n t e r 

c o n n e c te d  t h in g s  - -  e v i c t i o n s ,  K i l r u s h  W o rk h o u s e  and  

e m ig r a t io n .  I n  m any c a s e s  e v i c t i o n s  f o r c e d  p e o p le  t o  

th e  w o rk h o u s e  w h i le  som e, i n  o r d e r  t o  g a t  a i d  f r o m  th e  

w o rk h o u s e , h a d  t o  g iv e  u p  t h e i r  p l o t s  o f  g ro u n d  —  so  

t h a t  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  w as v e r y  c lo s e  t o  e v i c t i o n .

We h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e e n  t h a t  b y  t h e  au tu m n  o f  1 8 4 7  l a c k  

o f  m oney t o  p a y  r e n t s  a n d  a  d e s i r e  f o r  c le a r a n c e  b e c a u s e  

o f  r i s i n g  r a t e s  h a d  l e d  t o  6 ,0 0 0  n o r ic e s  t o  q u i t  b e in g  

s e rv e d  i n  K i l r u s h  U n io n .  T h o s e  who s t i l l  h a d  some m oney  

o r  s t o c k  w e re  c a u g h t  b e tw e e n  t h e  r i v a l  c la im s  o f  r e n t  a n d  

r a t e  c o l l e c t o r s .  On 22 D ecem b er C a p t a in  M ann re m a rk e d
1

t h a t  t h e  l a n d lo r d s  w e re  t r y i n g  t o  s c re w  o u t  t h e i r  r e n t s ,

w h i le  a  fe w  wee*cs e a r l i e r  h e  h a d  n o te d  t h a t  some o f  t h e

l a n d lo r d s ,  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e i r  a g e n t s ,  h a d  t r a n s f e r r e d

t h e i r  a g e n c ie s  t o  M a rc u s  K eane ’’who i s  a  w e iik n o w n

2
s t r i n g e n t  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  c o l l e c t o r  o f  r e n t s . ” T h is  was

th e  same M a rc u s  K eane who a c t e d  f o r  t h e  M a r q u is  o f

Conyngham i n  K i i f e a r a g h  p a r is h  a n d  o f  whom t h e  L im e r ic k

R e p o r te r  was t o  r e m a r k  n o t  v e r y  m uch i a t e r  t h a t  h e  wa3
3

"u n h ap p y  w hen n o t  e x t e r m i n a t i n g . ”

C a p t a in  K en n ed y  com m ented o n  th e  l a r g e  sums b e in g  

dem anded as  r e n t .  An a c r e  o f  la n d  w o r th  a b o u t  1 5 / -  was  

b e in g  l e t  f o r  £ 3  a n d  t h e  o c c u p ie r s ,  b e in g  u n a b le  t q ^ a y ,  

w ere  b o u n d  t o  g iv e  1 4 0  d a y s ' l a b o u r  i n  s p r in g  an d  h a r v e s t 

t im e  w hen t h e y  n e e d e d  i t  m o s t th e m s e lv e s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  

c a b in s  w o r th  a b o u t  7 /6  a  y e a r  w e re  b e in g  l e t  f o r  1 0 0  o r



1 2 0  d a y s 1 la b o u r »

As t h e  s ta g e  w as s e t  f o r  th e  m ass e v i c t i o n s  w h ich .

w e re  t o  f o l l o w , a  t e n a n t  r i g h t  m e e t in g  t o o k  p la c e  a t

L is d e e n  an d  a  p e t i t i o n  w as a d o p te d  c a l l i n g  on  t h e

G o v e rn m e n t t o  e x te n d  t h e  t e n a n t  r i g h t  o f  U l s t e r  t o  t h a t

l o c a l i t y . 5  C a p ta in  Man/1 h a d  b e e n  s l i g h t l y  w o r r ie d  b e f o r e
6

t h e  me e t i n g  t o o k  p la c e  b u t  a f t e r  t h e  e v e n t  h e  c o u ld
7

d e s c r ib e  i t  as  a  ’’v e r y  h o le  i n  t h e  c o r n e r  a f f a i r . ”

He m u s t h a v e  b e e n  r i g h t  f o r  n o t h in g  f u r t h e r  w as h e a r d
8

a b o u t t e n a n t  r i g h t  fro m  th e  a r e a  f o r  q u i t e  some t im e .

When a  l a n d l o r d  w is h e d  t o  e v i c t  w h a t d i d  he do?

T h e  o r d in a r y  e je c t m e n t  p r o c e d u re  in v o lv e d  g e t t i n g  t h e  

s h e r i f f ’ s a u t h o r i t y  a n d  t h e  s e r v in g  o f  n o t i c e s  i n  a d v a n c e  

t o  t h e  p e o p le  c o n c e rn e d  in c lu d i n g  t h e  l o c a l  r e l i e f  

o f f i c e r ,  ’’ t o  a l l o w  p r e p a r a t i o n  t o  oe m ade f o r  th e  r e c e p t 

io n  o r  s u b s is te n c e  o f  t h e  f a m i l i e s . 11 T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  

l a n d lo r d s  i n  W e s t C l a r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  fo u n d  t h i s  a  l i t t l e  

to o  in v o lv e d  a n d  so t h e y  a d o p te d  d i f f e r e n t  a n d  s im p le r  

p r o c e d u r e s .  I n  m o st c a s e s  t h e y  m oved b y  C i v i l  B i l l  

a g a in s t  th e  t e n a n t  f o r  a r r e a r s  o f  r e n t .  He w as th e n  

a r r e s t e d  a n d  r e le a s e d  o n ly  w hen p o s s e s s io n  h a d  b e e n  g iv e n  

t o  t h e  l a n d lo r d  b y  t h e  o t h e r  m em bers o f  h i s  f a m i l y  an d  

h e  h a d  a g r e e d  t o  h a v in g  t h e  h o u s e  k n o c k e d  d o w n . O r ,  

a l t e r n a t e l y ,  a  s m a l l  sum o f  m oney m ig h t  b e  g iv e n  t o  t h e  

t e n a n t  an d  a  d is c h a r g e  f ro m  a l l  c la im  o f  r e n t  on h i s  

g i v in g  u p  p o s s e s s io n  a n d  t h e  h o u s e  b e in g  d e m o l is h e d .9 

H o w e v e r , w hen R e v . S . G o d o lp h in  O s b o rn e  v i s i t e d  W e s t G la r e  

i n  1 8 4 9  e v i c t i o n s  w i tn e s s e d  b y  h im  in v o lv e d  th e  u s e  o f  

th e  i i r s t  m e th o d . I t  i s  w o r t h  g i v i n g  h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h i s

i n  f u l l  as  t h e  s c e n e  d e s c r ib e d  m u s t h a v e  b e e n  t y p i c a l

_ 10 
o f  m any j
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Th e  l e g a l  fo rm s  n e c e o s & ry  t o  o b t a in  r h e  S h e r i f f ’ s 

a u t h o r i t y  t o  t a k e  p o s s e s s io n  h a v in g  b e e n  gone  

t h r o u g h ,  an d  th e  p r o p e r  n o t i c e s  s e rv e d  on th e  

p a r t i e s  c o n c e r n e d , a  n o t i c e  i s  a ls o  s e r v e d  on  

t h e  R e l i e v i n g  O f f i c e r ,  in f o r m in g  h im  on w h a t d a y  

t h e  p e o p le  w i l l  b e  e j e c t e d .  A t  t h e  a p p o in te d  

h o u r  we w i l l  su p p o se  o u r s e lv e s  t o  b e  on  t h e  s p o t ;  

t h e r e  a r e ,  s a y ,  some six d w e l l in g s  i n  a  g r o u p ,  

n e a r l y  a d j o i n i n g  e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  a l l  s i t u a t e d  

c lo s e  t o  a  p u b l i c  r o a d s id e .  Some o f  th e s e  d w e l l 

in g s  m ay b e  l a r g e r  t h a n  o t h e r s ,  b u t  i n  o u tw a rd  

fo rm  a n d  a c t u a l  s t r u c t u r e  t h e y  a r e  a l l  much a l i k e ,  

s im p ly  tw o  s to n e  g a b le s ,  b u i l t  o f  t h e  s to n e  o f  

th e  c o u n t r y ,  a  t h a t c h e d  r o o t  c o n n e c t in g  th e m , an d  

d e s c e n d in g  t o  some f i v e  o r  s i x  f e e t  i r o m  th e  

g ro u n d . A g ig  o r  o u t s id e  c a r  a r r i v e s  w i t h  t h e  

S h e r i f f ’ s d e p u ty ;  t h e  A g e n t f o r  th e  p r o p e r t y  i s  

i n  a t t e n d a n c e  on h o r s e - b a c k ,  w 5 th  some t e n  o r  

t w e lv e  ro u g h  lo o k in g  p e a s a n t s ,  one o r  tw o  o f  th em  

h a v in g  i r o n  c ro w b a rs  a n d  o t h e r  n e c e s s a r ie s  f o r  

t h e i r  b u s in e s s  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n .  A c e r t a i n  fo rm  i s  

q u i c k l y  g o n e  th r o u g h  b y  t h e  L a w ’ s O f f i c e r ,  th e  

e f f e c t  o f  w h ic h  i s ,  t o  p u t  t h e  A g e n t o f  th e  

p r o p e r t y  I n  p o s s e s s io n ,  i n  o t h e r  w o rd s , g i v in g  h im  

f u l l  p o w e r t o  t u r n  out; t h e  p e o p le  a n d  p u l l  down 

th e  d w e l l i n g s ,  i f  i t  i s  h i s  p le a s u r e  t o  do s o .

I n  v e r y  m any d i s t r i c t s  a  s m a l l  b o d y  o f  a rm ed  p o l i c e  

a t t e n d ,  i n  c a s e  o f  a n y  f o r c i b l e  r e s i s t a n c e .  The  

R e l ie v i n g  O f f i c e r  c a l l s  o u t  t h e  nam es f ro m  t h e  

l i s t  s e n t  t o  h im  a n d , a s  ho  m ay t h i n k  p r o p e r , o f f e r s  

t o  t h e  p a r t i e s  now t o  b e  e je c t e d  o r d e r s  f o r



a d m is s io n  t o  t h e  U n io n  H o u s e . T h e s e  o r d e r s  a r e  

v e r y  g e n e r a l l y  r e f u s e d ,  o r  i f  a c c e p t e d ,  a r e  n o t  

a c t e d  o n .

The w o rd  i s  now g iv e n  b y  t h e  A g e n t t o  h i s  

'’d e s t r u c t i v e s " . I f  t h e  p e o p le  w i l l  n o t  come o u t  

o f  t h e  d w e l l in g s  t h e y  a r e  d ra g g e d  o u t ;  w i t h  th em  

t h e  b e d ,  k e t t l e ,  o l d  w h e e l ,  t u b ,  a n d  one  o r  tw o  

s t o o l s ,  w i t h  p e rh a p s  an  o ld  c h e s t ;  fe w  c a b in s  

h a v e  a n y t h in g  t o  ad d  t o  t h i s  l i s t  o f  f u r n i t u r e  

a t  t h e  t im e  t h e  t e n a n t s  a r e  e j e c t e d ;  t h e  l i v i n g  

a n d  d e a d  s t o c k  b e in g  a l i k e  o u t  i n  th e  r o a d ;  

now b e g in s  a  lo n g  a n d  lo n g  s u s t a in e d  c h o ru s  o f  

i n t e r m in g le d  p r a y e r s ,  b l e s s i n g s ,  r e p r o a c h e s ,  

r e v i l i n g s ,  w e e p in g ,  e t c . ,  g e n e r a l l y  e n d in g  i n  lo w  

m o n o to n o u s  im p r e c a t io n s  on t h e  h e a d s  o f  th o s e  who

th u s  a r e  c ro w n in g  t h e  r u i n  o f  th e  e j e c t e d .
11

T h e  women w i l l  ’ k e n e ',  b e a t  t h e i r  b r e a s t s ,  

th r o w  th e m s e lv e s  on th e  g r o u n d , em b rac e  th e  kn e© a  

o f  t h e  A g e n t 's  h o r s e ,  h a n g  on t o  t h e  s te p s  o f  th e  

S h e r i f f ’ s c a r ;  t h e y  w i l l  do a n d  s a y  a l l  a n  

e x c i t e d  Ir is h w o m a n  can  s a y  an d  d o , t o  e i t h e r  o b t a i n  

m o n e y , o r  in v o k e  v e n g e a n c e ;  a n d  t r u l y  p o o r  

c r e a t u r e s ,  t h e y  a r e  g i f t e d  w i t h  p o w e rs  o f  e lo q u e n c e  

a id e d  b y  a  p o w e r o f  a c t i o n  an d  g e s t i c u l a t i o n , w h i c h ,  

a s  i t  m ay b e  e m p lo y e d * to  b le s s  o r  c u r s e ,  i s  i n  

e i t h e r  w ay m o s t im p r e s s iv e .

A g e n ts  a n d  s h e r i f f ’ s o f f i c e r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  f r o m  

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  a v o c a t io n ,  h a v e  becom e c a s e  

h a r d e n e d  a g a in s t  t h e s e  a t t a c k s  u p o n  th e  s o f t e r  

f e e l i n g s  o f  o u r  n a t u r e ;  t h e  g ro a n s  a n d  p r a y e r s  

o f  t h e  e j e c t e d ,  l i k e  t h e  d u s t  o f  th e  f a l l i n g  t h a t c h  

o f  t h e i r  r o o f s ,  a r e  u n a v o id a b le  e v i l s ,  th e  r e g u l a r  

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  r o u t i n e  o f  'h o u s e  tu m b l in g



S '

a  p a r t  o f  t h e  b e a m , w h ic h  g o e s  f r o m  th e  p o i n t  o f  

one g a b le  t o  t h e  o t h e r ;  h e  f a s t e n s  a  r o p e  ro u n d  

i t ,  i t  m ay r e q u i r e ,  p e r h a p s ,  a  l i t t l e  a c t i o n  fro m  

a  s a w , t o  w e a k e n  i t j  th e  r o p e  i s  p a s s e d  th r o u g h  

th e  d o o r  o f  t h e  h o u s e ;  i t  i s  m anned  a t  once  b y  

some o t h e r s  o f  th e  b a n d ; a n  i r o n  b a r  i s  now  

p la c e d  u n d e r  t h e  w a l l  p l a t e ,  a t  one o f  th e  a n g le s ;  

a  p u l l  a t  t h e  r o p e ,  b r e a k in g  th e  b a c k  o f  t h e  r o o f ,  

an d  t h e  l i f t i n g  o f  t h e  b a r ,  h o i s t i n g  i t  f r o m  i t s  

b e a r in g  on t h e  w a l l ,  down i t  g o e s  i n  a  c lo u d  o f  

d u s t ,  s o m e tim e s  f a l l i n g  w h o l ly  w i t h i n  th e  w a l l s ,  

s o m e tim e s  a  p a r t  w i l l  r e m a in  r e s t i n g  one en d  on  

t h e  g r o u n d , t h e  o t h e r  a g a i n s t  th e  g a b le .

Th e  m e th o d s  we h a v e  m e n t io n e d  w e re  w i t h i n  t h e  la w .

B u t n o t  a l l  e j e c t i o n s  f o l lo w e d  e x a c t  l e g a l  p r o c e d u re s  a n d

th e  p o o r  t e n a n t  h a d  l i t t l e  r e d r e s s .  One m an , nam ed H o n a n ,

fro m  T a rm o n , r e t u r n e d  fro m  a  v i s i t  t o  K i l r u s h  i n  s e a r c h

o f  o u td o o r  r e l i e f  t o  f i n d  t h a t  h i s  c a b in  h a d  b e e n  l e v e l l e d

i n  h i s  a b s e n c e . K n o w in g  t h a t  t h i s  was i l l e g a l  ho summoned

th e  l a n d l o r d  t o  K i l r u s h  P e t t y  S e s s io n s ,  won h i s  c a s e  a n d

was a w a rd e d  £ 1  f o r  th e  d e m o l i t io n  o f  t h e  c a b in .  B u t t h e

la n d lo r d  th e n  a p p e a le d  th e  s e n te n c e  k n o w in g  t h a t  H onan
12

c o u ld  n o t  p o s s ib ly  a f f o r d  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h i s .

B e tw e e n  N o v e m b er 1 8 4 7  a n d  J u ly  1 8 4 8  a b o u t 9 0 0  h o u s e s ,

c o n t a in in g  4 ,0 0 0  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  w e re  l e v e l l e d  i n  K i l r u s h

1 3
U n io n  a n d  s t i l l  t h e  w o rk  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  w e n t o n . I n

e a r l y  M a rc h  1 8 4 8  5 6  p e o p le ,  m any o f  whom h a d  p a id  t h e i r

r e n t ,  w e re  e v i c t e d  f r o m  t h e i r  h o ld in g s  a t  E m la g h  n e a r

K i lk e e .  T h e i r  h o u s e s  w e re  l e v e l l e d  t o  th e  g ro u n d  a n d  t h e i r

n e ig h b o u rs  w a rn e d  n o t  t o  t a k e  th e m  i n .  The  r e m a r k s  made

by some o f  t h e  e v i c t e d  t o  a  n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t e r  m u s t be

1 4

A man jumps up on the roof, and soon uncovers

expressive of the feelings of many such;



T h e  l a n d lo r d s  c a n  t r a n s p o r t  o r  h a n g  u s  —  

p o v e r t y  i s  o u r  o n ly  c r im e  - - .m a n y  o f  u s  w o u ld  

p a y  o u r  r e n t  i f  l e f t  i n  — th e  l a n d lo r d s  m ake a  

hom e-m ade B o ta n y -b a y  o f  t h e  W o rk h o u s e ; b u t  i n
y

New S o u th  W a le s  we w o u ld  g e t  enough  t o  e a t .

Oh! t h e  la n d lo r d s  d o n ’ t  w a n t a  G a l lo w s - g r e e n  

w h i le  t h e  W o rk h o u s e  s ta n d s  - -  t h a t ’ s w h a t can  

c l e a r  t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  t h e  p o o r ,  who a r e

r e a d y  t o  l i v e  b y  t h e i r  w o rk  i f  th e y  g o t  i t  t o  d o .

A l l  th r o u g h  summer a n d  a u tu m n  t h e  e v i c t i o n s  w e n t o n .

I n  O c to b e r  8 6  p e o p le  w e re  e v i c t e d  f r o m  0 ’ G orm an M a h o n ’ s

p r o p e r t y  a t  L is d e e n ,  w h i le  5 5  m o re  w e re  e v i c t e d  b y

C o lo n e l  V a n d e le u r  a t  B a n e m o re . I n  N o vem b er 1 2 9  h a d  t o

le a v e  t h e i r  hom es a t  L i s la n i h a n  a n d  8 5  m o re  a t  T a rm o n .

M ore  e v i c t i o n s  fro m  0 ' G orm an M a h o n ’ s p r o p e r t y  - -  23  p e o p le

t h i s  t i m e .  On c o n d i t i o n  o f  b e in g  a l lo w e d  t o  t a k e  away

t h e i r  c ro p s  t h e y  h a d  t o  l e v e l  t h e i r  own h o u s e s . I n  m id

N o vem b er th e  b ig g e s t  e v i c t i o n  w as f r o m  th e  Conyngham

p r o p e r t y  a t  K i i i e a r a g h  1 0 7 .  T h e s e  p e o p le  had  g iv e n  up

t h e i r  la n d s  i n  t h e  p r e v io u s  May b u t  w e re  p e r m i t t e d  t o

r e m a in  on i n  t h e i r  homos a s  c a r e t a k e r s  u n t i l  t h e  o n s e t  o f

w i n t e r  w hen t h e y  w e re  e v e n t u a l l y  d r i v e n  o u t  a n d  t h e i r

15
h o u s e s  l e v e l l e d .  I n  e a r l y  D e c em b e r some 3 0 - 4 0  p e o p le

w e re  e v i c t e d  i n  K i l k e e .  And so t h e  n u m b ers  o f  h o m e le s s

g re w  a n d  g r e w . On 4  D e c em b e r 1 8 4 8  C a p t a in  K en n ed y  s t a t e d

t h a t  h e  h a d  l i s t e d  t h e  e v i c t i o n  o f  6 ,0 9 0  s o u ls  i n  K i l r u s h

1 7
U n io n  s in c e  t h e  p r e v io u s  J u l y .  And th e  s p e c i f i c  

in s t a n c e s  we h a v e  m e n t io n e d  w e re  p r o b a b ly  j u s t  a  fe w  o f  uhe  

m any i n  K i l f e a r a g h  p a r i s h .



A f t e r  e v i c t i o n  th e  p e o p le  J u s t  w a n d e re d  a b o u t  

b u r ro w in g  b e h in d  t h e  d i t c h e s  o r  u n d e r  a  fe w  b r o k e n  r a f t e r s  

o f t h e i r  o ld  horses u n t i l  e v e n t u a l l y  c o m p e lle d  t o  fa c e  

to w a rd s  t h e  w o rk h o u s e <> Some g o t  s h e l t e r  f r o m  t h e i r  

n e ig h b o u r s ,  b u t  w hen f e v e r  an d  d y s e n t e r y  m ade t h e i r  

a p p e a ra n c e  th e y  w e re  post o u t  b y  th e  r o a d s id e  t o  d i e . ^

Some l a n d l o r d s ,  a s  we h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e e n ,  f o r b a d e  th e  

n e ig h b o u rs  t o  g iv e  s h e l t e r  —  b e c a u s e  i f  th e  d e s t i t u t e  

re m a in e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l i t y  t h e y  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  be p a id  f o r  

by i t  i n  r a t e s  w hen t h e y  e v e n t u a l l y  w e n t t o  th e  w o rk h o u s e .

The f i n a l  s t a g e ,  t h e n ,  was th e  w o rk h o u s e . And

C a p ta in  K en n ed y  h a s  v i v i d l y  d e s c r ib e d  f o r  u s  a  t y p i c a l

scene w h i le  t h e  e v i c t i o n s  w e re  i n  f u l l  s w in g . On
1 9

16 M a rc h  1 8 4 8  h e  w ro te ?

We a d m it t e d  a  c o n s id e r a b le  n u m b er o f  p a u p e r s ,  

among whom w e re  some o f  th e  m o s t a p p a l l i n g  c a s e s  

o f  d e s t i t u t i o n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  i t  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  my 

l o t  t o  w i t n e s s .  The s t a t e  o f  m o s t o f  th e s e  

w r e tc h e d  c r e a t u r e s  i s  t r a c e a b l e  to  t h e  n u m ero u s  

e v i c t i o n s  w h ic h  h a v e  l a t e l y  t a k e n  p la c e  i n  th e  

U n io n .  When d r i v e n  fro m  t h e i r  c a b in s  th e y  b e ta k e  

th e m s e lv e s  t o  t h e  d i t c h e s  o r  th e  s h e l t e r  o f  some 

b a n k  a n d  t h e r e  e x i s t  l i k e  a n im a ls ,  t i l l  s t a r v a t i o n  

o r  th e  in c le m e n c y  o f  th e  w e a th e r  d r i v e s  them  t o  

th e  w o rk h o u s e . T h e r e  w e re  t h r e e  c a r t lo a d s  o f  

th e s e  c r e a t u r e s ,  who c o u ld  n o t  w a lk ,  b r o u g h t  f o r  

a d m is s io n  y e s t e r d a y ,  some i n  f e v e r ,  some s u f f e r i n g  

f ro m  d y s e n t e r y ,  a n d  a l l  f ro m  w a n t o f  fo o d .  T h e y  

w e re  im m e d ia t e ly  h a n d e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  m e d ic a l  o f f i c e r  

a n d  p r o v id e d  w i t h  n o u r is h m e n t .  I  l e a v e  n o  e f f o r t  

u n t r i e d  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e i r  m is e r y .

I t  was C a p t a in  K e n n e d y  who d jd  m o s t t o  a l l e v i a t e  i n  

soma l i t t l e  w ay th e  s u f f e r i n g s  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  e v i c t i o n s  i n  

B est C la r e  an d  soon  a f t e r w a r d s  t o  p u b l i c i z e  th e m  t h r o u g h o u t
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G r e a t  B r i t a i n »  M any y e a r s  l a t e r ,  w hen  h e  was s t a y in g  

w i t h  L o r d  C a r n a rv o n  a t  H ig h c ie r e  C a s t l e  th e  c o n v e r s a t io n

tu r n e d  t o  th e  I r i s h  F a m in e . A f e l l o w  g u e s t  h a s  r e c o r d e d

^  20
C a p ta in  K e n n e d y ’ s w o rd s  t o  h i s  h o s ts

I  c a n  t e l l  y o u ,  my L o r d ,  t h a t  t n e r e  w e re  d a y s  

i n  t h a t  w e s te r n  c o u n ty  w hen I  came b a c k  f ro m  

some s c e n e  o f  e v i c t i o n  so m ad d en ed  b y  th e  

s ig h t s  o f  h u n g e r  a n d  m is e r y  X h a d  s e e n  i n  th e  

d a y 1 3 w o r k ,  t h a t  I  f e l t  d is p o s e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  

g un  f r o m  b e h in d  my d o o r  an d  s h o o t  t h e  f i r s t  

l a n d lo r d  I  m e t .

A  s m a l l  i n c i d e n t  w h ic h  o c c u r r e d  a t  K i l k e e  i n

N o vem b er-D ecem b er 1 8 4 8  i s  w o r th  r e c a l l i n g .  A p o o r  m an

who h a d  tw o  g o a ts  s u p p o r te d  h im s e l i  b y  t h e  s a le  o f  t h e i r

m i lk .  He f e l l  i n t o  a r r e a r s  w i t h  h i s  r e n t ,  o w in g  1 0 / - ,

and f o r  t h i s  h i s  g o a ts  w e re  s e iz e d  b y  th e  b a i l i f f .  A

b e n e f a c t o r ,  whom I  t h i n k  we c a n  s a f e l y  i d e n t i f y  w i t h

C a p ta in  K e n n e d y , s e n t  h im  t h e  1 C / -  w i t h  w h ic h  h e  c o u ld

r e c o v e r  h i s  g o a ts  —  a n d  l a t e r  w hen  th e  p o o r  man was a b le

21
to  o f f e r  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  m oney h is  b e n e f a c t o r  r e f u s e d  i t .

The  l a c k  o f  h u m a n ity  an d  m e rc y  d is p la y e d  b y  l a n d lo r d  

o r a g e n t  i n  th e  a b o v e  i n c i d e n t  was t e r r i f y i n g l y  common.

In  e a r l y  1 8 4 8  some o f  t h e  p o o r  p e o p le  r e a l i  z e d  t h a t  t h e  

G reg o ry  C la u s e  c o u ld  be c ir c u m v e n te d  b y  g i v i n g  u p  th e  

g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  l a n d  b u t  r e t a i n i n g  a  l i t t l e  b i t  on  

which t h e  c a b in  s t o o d ,  l e s s  th a n  a  q u a r t e r  a c r e .  B u t  

D r. F o le y  o f  K i l r u s h  ca t e d  th e  c a s e  o f  a  p o o r  w idow  who 

t r i e d  t o  k e e p  h e r  h o u s e . The l a n d lo r d  r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  

th e  la n d  w i t h o u t  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t  h e r  c la im  f o r  

o u td o o r r e l i e f  was o b je c t e d  t o  b e c a u s e  she h e ld  m o re  th a n
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M any la n d lo r d s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  m o s t a n x io u s  t o  t a k e

a d v a n ta g e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  d is t r e s s e d  a n d  h e l p le s s
( s i c )

c o n d i t io n  o f  p o o r  p e o p le  h o ld in g  one  o r  m o re  a c r e s  

oij l a n d ,  a n d  o b l ig e d  i o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  t o  s e e k  th e  

a i d  o f  l e g a l i z e d  r e l i e f . . .

22a quarter acre. Dr. Foley commented:

The r e l a x a t i o n  o f  th e  G r e g o ry  c la u s e  i n  M ay 1 8 4 8 ,  t h e n ,

was a  g r e a t  b o o n  t o  m any p o o r  p e o p le  - -  p r o v id e d  th e y

c o u ld  p ay  t h e  r e n t .

D u r in g  1 8 4 8  a n d  e a r l y  1 8 4 9  C a p t a in  K e n n e d y ’ s l e t t e r s

to  th e  P o o r Law C o m m is s io n e rs  k e p t  th e m  in fo r m e d  i n

d e t a i l e d  f a s h io n  a b o u t th e  e v i c t i o n s  i n  M l  r u s h  U n io n .

In  A p r i l  1 8 4 9  th e s e  l e t t e r s  w e re  p u b l is h e d  I n  a
23

P a r l ia m e n t a r y  B lu e  B o o k  a n d  t h i s  b r o u g h t  t h e  h o r r o r  o f

th e  e v i c t i o n s  b e f o r e  t h e  B r i t i s h  p u b l i c .  On 8  June

M r. P o u le t t  S c ro p e  M .P .  r e f e r r e d  t o  th e m  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h

House o f  Commons a n d  S i r  R o b e r t  P e e l  j o i n e d  i n  th e

d is c u s s io n  s a y in g  t h a t  h e  knew  n o t  i f  i t  w e re  p o s s ib le  t o

a p p ly  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  re m ed y  b u t  h e  h o p e d  t h a t  th e  e x p r e s s io n

o f t h e i r  a b h o r r e n c e  o f  s u c h  s c e n e s  m ig h t  h a v e  some e f f e c t
2 4

i n  c h e c k in g  th e m . T h is  s p e e c h  was g r e e t e d  w i t h  c r i e a

o f  nH e a r ,h e a r ” , ? /h ic h  d id  l i t t l e  t o  c h e c k  t h e  w o rk  o f

d e s t r u c t io n  i n  C l a r e .

M e a n w h ile  M a rc u s  K ean e  \ms d o in g  h is  u tm o s t  t o

d is c o v e r  in a c c u r a c ie s  i n  C a p t a in  K e n n e d y ’ s r e p o r t s  an d  i n

August h e  h a d  a  p e t i t i o n  p r e s e n t  3d t o  t h e  H ouse  o f  Commons

embodying t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  h i s  r e s e a r c h .  He c o u ld  n o t ,  v e r y

o b v io u s ly ,  d e n y  th e  m is e r y  e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  u n io n  an d  30

25
he had  t o  a d o p t  a  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h :



Thea© r e p o r t s ,  y o u r  p e t i t i o n e r  r e g r e t s  t o  s a y ,  

a r e  n o t  o v e r d r a w n , b u t  b e  d e n ie s  to o  f a r  as  tb e  

p r o p e r t i e s  u n d e r  h i s  m an ag em en t a r e  c o n c e r n e d }

t h a t  e v i c t i o n s ,  o r  th e  im p o s i t io n  o f  r a c k r e n t s
/

a r o  a t  a l l  th e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  m is e r y  d e s c r ib e d .

I t  i s  d o u b t f u l  i f  m any b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  r a c k r e n t s  and

e v ic t io n s  w e re  n o t  m a k in g  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n

to  th e  m is e r y .

The p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  B lu e  B o o k  b r o u g h t  K i l r u s h

U n ion  i n t o  t h e  new s i n  B r i t a i n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  a n d  i t

was to  r e m a in  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  fe w  y e a r s , & 3 o t h e r

r e p o r ts  came i n  o n  th e  h a p p e n in g s  i n  t h e  W e s t o f  G l a r e .

In  autum n 1 3 4 9  M r .  P o u l e t t  S c ro p e  M . P . ,  who h a d  a l r e a d y

shown c o n c e rn  a t  t h e  e v i c t i o n s ,  t r a v e l l e d  o v e r  t o  m ake a

p e rs o n a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He saw f o r  h i m s e l f  t h a t  t h e

r e p o r ts  w e re  b y  n o  m eans e x a g g e r a t e d  a n d  h e  c a l c u l a t e d

t h a t  2 0 ,0 0 0  h a d  b e e n  e v i c t e d  i n  I t i l r u s h  U n io n  i n  th e

p re v io u s  tw o  y e a r s .  And w h e re  w e re  th e s e  a t  th e  t im e  o f

26
h is  v i s i t ?  I n  h i s  own w o r d 3 : "My in f o r m a n t s  a s s u r e d

me t h a t ,  to  t h e  b e 3 t  o f  t h e i r  k n o w le d g e , t h e  g r e a t e r  

number o f  th e s e  a r e  d e a d . ”

A n o th e r  v i s i t o r  i n  m id  1 8 4 9  was th e  H o n . an d  R e v .S .  

G o d o lp h in  O sb o rn e  who in c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  h i s  

o b s e rv a t io n s  i n  G la r e  a n d  e ls e w h e r e  i n t o  h i s  b o o k ,

G le a n in g s  i n  t h e  C o s t o f  I r e l a n d . Of t h e  e v i c t i o n s  i n  

K ilr u s h  U n io n  h e  s a id  t h a t  a l t h o u g h . . f la p t a in  K e n n e d y ' a 

re p o r ts  h a d  o f t e n  b e e n  d e c la r e d  t o  be e x a g g e r a t io n s ,  i n  

h is  v ie w , no  r e p o r t  c o u ld  e x a g g e r a t e  th e  am o u n t o f

t PV
t a o lo s a le  h o u s e  l e v e l l i n g  w h ic h  h a d  t a k e n  p l a c e .  And a t  

end o f  th e  y e a r  a  r e p o r t e r  fro m  t h e  I l l u s t r a t e d  L o n d o n  Mows



boro o u t  e v e r y t h in g  t h a t  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  s a i d .  To  M m

the u n r o o fe d  w a l l s  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  l e f t  s t a n d in g  i n  m any

In s ta n c e s  w e re  l i k e  ’’ t h e  to m b s  o f  a  d e p a r t e d  r a c e . ”

" I  f e l t  a c t u a l l y  r e l i e v e d  a t  s e e in g  one  o r  tw o  h a l f - c l a d

s p e c tre s  g l i d i n g  a b o u t ,  as  an  e v id e n c e  t h a t  I  w as n o t  i n
28

th e  la n d  o f  th e  d e a d . ”

The v i s i t o r s  t o  K i l k e e  i n  t h e  summer o f  1 8 4 9  m u st

a ls o  h a v e  b e e n  k e e n ly  a w a re  o f  t h e  g r e a t  m is e r y  a n d

d is t r e s s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s id e ,  b e c a u s e  w hen  t r a v e l l i n g  on

p ic n ic s  a n d  e x c u r s io n s  t h e y  w e re  s u r ro u n d e d  on a l l  s id e s

by g r im  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  m ass e v i c t i o n s .  One p e r s o n 's

ja rv e y  g a v e  a b r i e f  b u t  p e n e t r a t in g  r e m in d e r  w h e n , p o i n t -
go

lag  a t  one o f  th e  r u in e d  c a b in s ,  h e  m e r e ly  r e m a r k e d :

8T h e re *s  m o re  o f  I t  3 i r . M T h e n , im m e d ia t e ly  c h a n g in g

the to n e  o f  h is  v o ic e  h e  c o n t in u e d :  ’’ I s n ' t  i t  a  r a l e  f i n e

day and i s n ' t  t h a t  a s  good  d r i v i n g  a s  e v e r  y o u  h a d  i n  th em  

r.asty  s te a m  c o a c h e s  t h a t ’ s b r e a k in g  a l l  t h e  p o o r  b o y s  

■¡iId h o r s e s . . . "

D e s p ite  f e a r s  o f  c o m p e t i t io n  th e  ja r v e y s  w e re  n o t  to o  

badly  o f f  - -  much b e t t e r  o f f  th a n  mo3b o t h e r s  a s  t h e y  s t i l l  

had a s o u rc e  o f  in c o m e . As we h a v e  s e e n  th e  e v i c t e d  i n  

t h e i r  d e s t i t u t i o n  f i n a l l y  f a c e d  f o r  bhe w o rk h o u s e  I n  

U lr u s h  a n d  t h e y  w e re  a c c o m p a n ie d  i n  t h e i r  jo u r n e y  b y  o t h e r s  

■sac w ere n o t  y e t  h o m e le s s  b u t  h a d  a b s o l u t e l y  no r e s o u r c e s  

4.0f t .  I n  t h e  n e x t  tw o  c h a p t e r s  we w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  t r a c e  

the h i s t o r y  o f  th e  w o rk h o u s e  i n  th o s e  y e a r s ,  c a t e r i n g  as  

I t  d id  f o r  tn o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p le  f ro m  K i l f e a r a g h  among 

aany o t h e r s .  T h e  f o r t u n e s  o f  th e  w o rk h o u s e  w e re  th e  

fo rtu n e s  o f  a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  \ > f  

£ U f  e a ra g h .

toured the union. His reports and accompanying sketches
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X . A r r i v a l  o f  C a p t a in  K en n ed y  _

I n  N o vem b er 1 8 4 7 ,  w i t h  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  m ass  

e v i c t i o n s  i n  th e  u n io n ,  K i l r u s h  W o rkh o u se  came u n d e r  

h e a v y  p r e s s u r e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  a n d  w as  i l l  e q u ip p e d
i

t o  m e e t th e  dem ands m ade u p o n  i t .  H o w e v e r , t h i s  was n o t  

a l t o g e t h e r  s u r p r is i n g  as  t h e s e  dem ands w o n t f a r  b e y o n d  

a n y t h in g  e v e r  e n v is a g e d .  I t  w as a t  t h i s  s ta g e  t h a t  

C a p ta in  K en n ed y  a r r i v e d  on th e  s c e n e  a s  P o o r Law I n s p e c t o r  

and h e ,  m ore  th a n  a n y b o d y  e l s e ,  t r i e d  t o  g e t  th e  w o rk h o u s e  

r e s o u r c e s  o r g a n iz e d  t o  m e e t th e  c r i s i s .  In d e e d ,  i t  c a n  

be s a id  t h a t  b u t  f o r  h i s  w o rk  d u r in g  t h e  n e x t  tw o  an d  a  

h a l f  y e a r s  a  v e r y  g r e a t  t r a g e d y  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  f a r  worse. 

And t h i s  wa3 n o t  m e r e ly  a m a t t e r  o f  o r g a n i z a t io n  on h i s  

p a r t .  As t im e  w e n t on  h e  h a d  a ls o  t o  f a c e  in t e n s e  

o p p o s i t io n  f r o m  th e  b e t t e r  o f f  c la s s e s  f o r  h is  e x p o s u re  o f  

th e  e v i c t i o n s  a n d  h i s  a t t e m p t s  t o  s e c u r e  an a d e q u a te  p o o r  

la w  r a t e .

When C a p ta in  K en n ed y  a r r i v e d  i n  K i l r u s h  i n  e a r l y

N ovem ber 1 8 4 7  h e  fo u n d  t h a t  t h e  r u n n in g  o f  th e  w o rk h o u s e

was b e in g  p e r fo r m e d  i n  a  f a r  f r o m  e f f i c i e n t  m a n n e r . I n  a
1

l e t t e r  t o  th e  P o o r  Law C o m m is s io n e rs  he w r o te ?

I  n e e d  n o t  r e c a p i t u l a t e  t h e  n u m ero u s  a n d  c u lp a b le  

i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  I  h a v e  fo u n d  t o  e x i s t  i n  t h e  h o u s e ,  

a n d  w h ic h  I  h a v e  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  c o r r e c t  b y  d a i l y  

v i s i t s .  How th e  h o u s e  h a s  so lo n g  e s c a p e d  g e n e r a l  

i n f e c t i o n  I  am a t  a  lo s s  t o  c o n c e iv e .  On t h e  l a s t  

v i s i t i n g  d a y  I  fo u n d  a  s id e  g a t e  o p e n , an d  f r e e  

a c c e s s  f o r  th e  f r i e n d s  o f  f e v e r  p a t i e n t s  t o  p a s s  t o

CHAPTER SIXTEEN *



f e v e r  p a t i e n t s  rem o ved  t o  o t h e r  p re m is e s  b u t  a  f u l l
2

m onth  s l ip p o d  b y  b e f o r e  h e  s u c c e e d e d  i n  d o in g  s o .

T h e  s c h o o l f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  th e  w o rk h o u s e  h e

d e s c r ib e d  a s  " a  m e re  f a r c e " .  "T h e  m a s te r  u t t e r l y  u n f i t

f o r  t h a t  o r  a n y  o t h e r  c a l l i n g ;  a t t e n d in g  h i s  s c h o o l i s  a

p u re  w a s te  o f  t i m e . "  T h e  m a s t e r  o f  th e  w o rk h o u s e  i t s e l f

he d e s c r ib e d  as  " i n e r t  a n d . . . . t o o  o ld  t o  l e a r n  tn o s e

h a b i t s  o f  o r d e r  a n d  r e g u l a r i t y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  G o v e rn m e n t
4

and w e l l  b e in g  o f  a  l a r g e  B o d y ."  A nd so o n  a f t e r w a r d s  h e  
5

w r o te ;  "T h e  h o u s e  h a s  im p ro v e d  i n  o r d e r  a n d  c l e a n l i n e s s ,

b u t I  a p p re h e n d  no  p e rm a n e n t im p ro v e m e n t c a n  r e s u l t  u n d e r

th e  p r e s e n t  m a s t e r . "  T h e  a s s i s t a n t  m a s t e r  an d  m a t r o n ,
6

h o w e v e r , h e  r e g a r d e d  a s  z e a lo u s  a n d  e f f i c i e n t .  I n  l a t e

Decem ber t h e  P o o r  Law  C o m m is s io n e rs  i 3 su ed  an  o r d e r
7

re m o v in g  th e  m a s t e r  f r o m  h i s  o f f i c e .

B e fo r e  C a p t a in  K e n n e d y ’ s a r r i v a l  th e  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e

w orkh ouse h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  in c r e a s e d  fro m  i t s  o r i g i n a l

800 t o  1 ,1 0 0 .  And i n  th e  fo l3 .o w in g  tw o  y e a r s  a  n um ber o f

a d d i t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e re  ta k e n  o v e r  so t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y

th e  o r i g i n a l  w o rk h o u s e  a n d  I t s  s i x  a u x i l i a r i e s  w e re  c a p a b le

o f  a cc o m m o d a tin g  o v e r  5 ,0 0 0  p e o p le .  H o w e v e r , i n  N ovem ber

1847 i t  c o u ld  a s  y e t  t a k e  o n ly  a b o u t  1 ,1 0 0  a n d  b y  th e

m id d le  on t h e  m o n th  - »  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n u m ero u s  e v i c t i o n s

th e  h o u se  was c ro w d e d  w i t h  m o re  a n d  m o re  c la m o u r in g  f o r

a d m is s io n . One d a y  a lo n e  n e a r l y  tw o  h u n d re d  p e o p le  w e re
8

ta k e n  I n .  C a p t a in  K en n ed y  w r o t e ;

and from the hospital.

Immediately ne began to make arrangements to have the



S u ch  a  t a n g le d  m ass o f  p o v e r t y ,  f i l t h  a n d  d is e a s e ,  

a 3 t h e  a p p l i c a n t s  p r e s e n t e d ,  I  h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n .  

N um bers  i n  a l l  s ta g e s  o f  f e v e r  a n d  s m a l l - p o z  

m in g l in g  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  w i t h  t h e  c ro w d , a n d  

a l l  c la m o u r in g  f o r  a d m is s io n .  T  h a d  th em  

s e p a r a te d  as  q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e . . . . I t  was r e a l l y  

a n  a p p a l l i n g  s i g h t .

B u t b e f o r e  v e r y  lo n g  h e  was t o  g ro7 / a c c u s to m e d  t o  e v e n  

m ore t e r r i b l e  s c e n e s .

2 .  Demand f o r  O u td o o r  R e l i e f

I n  m id  N o vem b er n o  o u td o o r  r e l i e f  n a d  as  y e t  b e e n  

9given t o  anybody. B u t ,  as pressure on 'Che workhouse
in c r e a s e d ,  i t  was d e c id e d  t o  g r a n t  i t  t o  t h e  n o n - a b le b o d ie d

d e s t i t u t e  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  th e s e  p e o p le  c o u ld  lo a v e  t h e

10
w o rkh o u se  a n d  make ro o m  f o r  t h e  a b le b o d ie d .  T h e  o u td o o r  

r e l i e f  w as t o  c o n s is t  o f  fo o d  a lo n e ,  d e s p i t e  a  recom m end

a t i o n  fro m  C a p ta in  K e n n e d y , w i t h  t h e  b a c k in g  o f  th e  P o o r  

Law C o m m is s io n e rs , t o  g iv e  c a s h  a s  w e l l .  J‘ Two a n d  a  h a l f  

y e a rs  l a t e r ,  i n  a  r e p o r t  d ra w n  u p  f o r  P a r l i a m e n t ,  M r .

P o u le t t  S c ro p e  M .P .  com m ented on th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  
12

p o l i c y :

T h e  o u td o o r  r e l i e f  g f f o r d e d . . .  n a s  b e e n  a lw a y s  

l i m i t e d  t o  a  w e e k ly  d o le  o f  ra w  m e a l a lo n e ,  

c l e a r l y  in a d e q u a t e ,  u n d e r  th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  o f  

t h e  g r e a t  b u l k  o f  th e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  t o  p r e s e r v e  

th e m  fro m  g r a d u a l  d e c a y  i f  n o t  im m e d ia te  s t a r v a t 

i o n ,  th r o u g h  w a n t o f  t h e  o t h e r  o r d in a r y  

n e c e s s a r ie s  o f  l i f e .
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W it h  a  p r o m is e ,  t h e n ,  o f  s u p p l ie s  o f  fo o d , b u t  o f

n o th in g  e l s e ,  m any o f  t h e  p o o r  women an d  c h i l d r e n  w e n t

o u t o f  th e  w o rk h o u s e  - -  n o t  a lw a y s  w i t h  good  r e s u l t s .

Id
On 14  D ecem b er C a p t a in  Mann w r o te s

A man a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  who w e re  i n  t h e  n o u s e  an d

w hose c a s e  l e f t  n o  d o u b t as  t o  t h e i r  u t t e r
s ic

d e s t i t u t i o n  w e re  re m o v e d  o u t  o f  i t  on  o u t  r e l i e f ,  

i n  o r d e r  t o  m ake ro o m  f o r  r e c e i v i n g  a b le b o d ie d  

c la im a n t s  i n .  T h e  c h a n g e  ir o m  th e  c o m fo r t  

i n s id e  th e  H ouse  t o  w h a t th e y  c o u ld  g e t  o u t ,  h a d  

t h e  e f f e c t  o f  c a u s in g  t h e  p o o r  c h i l d r e n  t o  g e t  

i l l ,  an d  t h r e e  d ie d  i n  t e n  d a y s .

— To th e  a b la b o d ie d  t h e r e  was t o  b e  no  r e l i e f  e x c e p t

i n  th e  w o rk h o u s e . A nd  f o r  a  w h i le  3 n  D ecem b er t h e r e  was

such  a  c la m o u r  f o r  a d m is s io n  t h a t ,  a s  M ann r e m a r k e d ,  t h e

w o rld io u se  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  swamped i f  th e  G re g o ry  c la u s e
1 4

had  n o t  b e e n  s t r i c t l y  e n f o r c e d .  O th e r s  t r i e d  t o  b r in g  

p r e s s u r e  on t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  g iv e  o u td o o r  r e l i e f  t o  th e  

a b le b o d ie d .  When C a p ta in  K en n ed y  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  w o rk 

house  on 1 D e c em b e r h e  was f a c e d  w i t h  w h a t seems t o  h a v e  

b een  an  o r g a n is e d  d e m o n s t r a t io n .  A l th o u g h  i t  was s t i l l  

m o rn in g  a  c ro w d  o f  a b o u t  1 ,0 0 0  h a d  a l r e a d y  a s s e m b le d  n e a r  

th e  w o rk h o u s e . Soon a  g e n e r a l  c r y  f o r  o u td o o r  r e l i e f  v'as 

b eg u n , a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  a  w a v in g  o f  b la c k t h o r n  s t i c k s .

C a p ta in  K en n ed y  th e n  a d d re s s e d  th e  c ro w d , some o f  whom 

made an u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  to  f o r c e  th e  o u t e r  g a t e  o f  

th e  w o rk h o u s e . One who s t r u c k  C a p t a in  K en n ed y  w a3 d ra g g e d  

in  and p la c e d  i n  t h e  lo c k u p  a n d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s  h e  was 

jo in e d  b y  e ig h t  o r  n in e  o t h e r s .  T h is  q u ie t e n e d  th e  c ro Y /d . 

M e a n w h ile , a  c o n t in u o u s  s t r e a m  o f  p e o p le  was s e e n  a p p r o a c h 

in g  fro m  th e  K i l k e e  d i r e c t i o n .  C o lo n e  L V a n d e le u r , C h a irm a n



o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  G u a r d ia n s ,  h a d  b e a n  on h i s  w ay  t o  K i l k e e  

h u t  w hen h e  m e t t h e  l a r g e  c ro w d s  h e  c o n s id e r e d  i t  m ore  

p r u d e n t  t o  t u r n  h a c k .  B e fo r e  lo n g  t h e  c ro w d  o u t s id e  

t h e  w o rk h o u s e , a u g m e n te d  h y  t h e  new  a r r i v a l s  fro m  K i l k e e ,  

h a d  s w e l le d  t o  a h o u t 3 , 0 0 0 .  T h e  p o l i c e  a n d  a  t r o o p  o f  

m i l i t a r y  w e re  t h e  n e x t  t o  a r r i v e  on  t h e  s c e n e .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  

p ru d e n c e  p r e v a i l e d  a t  t h i 3  s ta g e  a n d  th e  p e o p le  d is p e r s e d ,  

l e a v i n g  t h e  r e a l l y  d e s t i t u t e  t o  a p p ly  f o r  a d m is s io n  to

the workhouse. Subsequently three hundred of these were
 ̂ 15  ta k e n  i n .

I n  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  P o o r Law C o m m is s io n e rs  on

2 D ecem b er C a p t a in  K e n n e d y  p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  h a d  b e e n

an o r g a n iz e d  d e m o n s t r a t io n ,  e n g in e e r e d ,  i t  w o u ld  seem , b y  

16
F r .  Comyn:

A m ore  b a r e  f a c e d  a t t e m p t  a t  i n t i m i d a t i o n  I  h a v e  

n e v e r  3 e e n  - -  F o u r  f i f t h s  o f  t h i s  mob w e re  f ro m  

' 'K i l k e e "  an d  a  p a r t  o f  " M o y a r ta "  d i s t r i c t  - -  

a n d  i t  i s  w i t h  p a in  I  am c o n s t r a in e d  t o  b e l i e v e  

t h e y  w e re  e n c o u ra g e d  and  i n c i t e d  t o  t h i s  t u r b u l e n t  

d e m o n s t r a t io n  b y  t h e i r  Roman C a t h o l i c  p a s t o r  w i t h  

a  v ie w  t o  c o m p e l t h e  G u a rd ia n s  t o  g iv e  i n d i s c r i m i n 

a t e  " o u td o o r  r e l i e f " .  T h is  R e v e re n d  G e n t le m a n 's  

c o n d u c t i s  I  f e a r  g e n e r a l l y  a n  e x c e p t io n  t o  t h a t  

o f  h i s  B r o t h e r  C le rg y m e n  i n  t h i s  U n io n  —  who / 

s e e k  t o  m i t i g a t e  s u f f e r i n g  an d  s u p p o r t  th e  la w .

On 2 1  D e c em b e r t h e  P o o r Law C o m m is s io n e rs  a u t h o r is e d

o u td o o r  r e l i e f  f o r  t h e  a b ie b o d ie d ,  w h i le  l a y i n g  dow n

17
c e r t a i n  c o n d i t io n s ?



1 )  T h a t  th e  r e l i e f ,  w h ic h  c o u ld  be g iv e n  i n  fo o d  a lo n e ,  

s h o u ld ,  a s  f a r  as  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  b e  i n  c o o k e d  fo o d .

2 ) T h a t  e v e r y  a b le b o d ie d  m a le  r e l i e v e d  s h o u ld ,  as  f a r  as  

p r a c t i c a b l e ,  b e  s o t  t o  p e r fo r m  a  t a 3 k  o f  w o rk  d u r in g  e ig h t  

h o u rs  a t  l e a s t  o f  e v e r y  d a y  f o r  w h ic h  h o  r e c e iv e d  r e l i e f .

3 )  T h a t  no  a b le b o d ie d  p e r s o n  i n  e m p lo y m e n t, n o r  an y  p a r t  

o f h i s  f a m i l y ,  s h o u ld  r e c e i v e  r e l i e f  u n d e r  t h e  o r d e r .

A lth o u g h  t h e  G u a rd ia n s  now h a d  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  g iv e

o u td o o r  r e l i e f  t o  t h e  a b le b o d ie d  t h e y  w e re  q u i t e  r e l u c t a n t

to  do so a n d  C a p t a in  K en n ed y  c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  th e m  i n  t h i s .

D e s p ite  t h r e a t s ,  a s  when C o lo n e l  V a n d e le u r  a n d  K ennedy

18
w ere w a rn e d  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  w i l l s  m a d e , t h i s  c o u r s e  o f

a c t io n  w as p e r s e v e r e d  i n  f o r  a b o u t t h r e e  m o n th s  - -

p r o b a b ly  u n t i l  m id  A p r i l  w hen t h e r e  w as a  s u d d e n  b i g  juum p

19
in  th e  nu m b ers  r e l i e v e d .  The lo n g  d e fe r m e n t  o f  th e

r e l i e f  wa3 p a r t l y  e x p la in e d  b y  C a p ta in  K en n ed y  w hen  he  

*. 20w r o te :  "T h e  la m e n t a b le  w a n t o f  t r u t h  a n d  3hame w o u ld

r e n d e r  i t  a  m a t t e r  o f  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h

b e tw ee n  t h e  r e a l l y  d e s t i t u t e  a n d  t h e  s h a m e le s s  b e g g a r ."

T h e re  w as a ls o  a  f u r t h e r  f a c t o r .  I n  J a n u a ry  a n d  F e b r u a r y

f o r  re a s o n s  w h ic h  we s h a l l  s e e ,  t h e r e  was a n  e x t r e m e

r e lu c t a n c e  t o  e n t e r  th e  w o rk h o u s e , a n d  w h i le  t h e r e  w e re

p la c e s  a v a i l a b l e  I n  th e  h o u s e  i t  was o f f i c i a l  p o l i c y  n e t

to  g iv e  o u td o o r  r e l i e f .  O t h e r w is e ,  s s  C a p t a in  Mann  

21
re m a rk e d : "O ne g e n e r a l  r u i n  w o u ld  b e  th e  r e s u l t , "

because  nobody w o u ld  w a n t t o  e n t e r  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  th e  f i n a n c  

o f th e  u n io n  w o u ld  p r o b a b ly  b r e a k  u n d e r  t h e  s t r a i n  o f
OU.lT

' h a v in g  t o  f e e d  h u g e  n u m b ers  d o o r s .
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3 . The  TtS la u g h t e r  H o u s e ”

On C a p t a in  K e n n e d y ’ s a r r i v a l ,  a s  we h a v e  s e e n , he

im m e d ia te ly  t r i e d  t o  m ake p r o v i s i o n  t o  g e t  th e  f e v e r

p a t i e n t s  re m o ve d  f r o m  th e  w o rk h o u s e  to  s e p a r a t e  p r e m is e s .

He m et w i t h  some d i f f i c u l t y  i n  p r o c u r in g  a  b u i l d i n g  f o r

th e  p u rp o s e  an d  e v e n t u a l l y  h a d  t o  m ake d o  w i t h  th e

22
s la u g h t e r  h o u s e  o f  a  b a c o n  s t o r e .  H is  p u rp o s e  i n  m a k in g

th e  new a r r a n g e m e n t  w as  t o  p r e v e n t  th e  s p re a d  o f  i n f e c t i o n .

B u t ,  i n  f a c t ,  a f t e r  t h e  new p re m is e s  h a d  b e e n  o c c u p ie d

th e  s i t u a t i o n  w o rs e n e d  and  t h e  num ber o f  d e a t h s  b e g a n  t o

go u p .  I n  th e  l a s t  w ee k  o f  t h e  o ld  y e a r  6 0  o f  th e  1 3 1
2 3

p a t i e n t s  i n  th e  te m p o r a r y  f e v e r  h o s p i t a l  d i e d .  On one

m o rn in g , w hen  C a p t a in  K e n n e d y  v i s i t e d  i t ,  he  fo u n d  t h a t

e ig h t  p a t i e n t s  h a d  d ie d  i n  th e  p r e v io u s  n ig ja t .  Two

r e l i e v i n g  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  m a tr o n  an d  a s s i s t a n t  m a s te r  o f  th e

w o rk h o u s e  w e re  th e m s e lv e s  dow n w i t h  f e v e r ,  w h i le  th e

n u rs e s  an d  a t t e n d a n t s  i n  t h e  f e v e r  h o s p i t a l  w e re  so s c a re d

t h a t  i t  w as o n ly  w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y  t h a t  t h e y  c o u ld  b e
24

p r e v a i l e d  u p o n  to  p e r fo r m  t h e i r  d u t i e s .

I n  th e  f i r s t  w eek  o f  t h e  new y e a r  7 5  p e o p le  d ie d  i n  

th e  f e v e r  h o s p i t a l ,  a b o u t  3 5 $  o f  t h e  w e e k ly  a d m is s io n s .  

C a p t a in  Mann w as c o n v in c e d  t h a t  t h i s  w as  n o t  d u e  to  n e g le c t  

b u t  was c a u s e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m o s t o f  th o s e  a d m it t e d  

w e re  n e a r l y  d e a d  a l r e a d y  i n  a n y  c a s e .  H o w e v e r , t h i s  was  

n o t s e e n  b y  p e o p le  c o n s id e r in g  e n t r a n c e  to  th e  w o rk h o u s e .  

F i n a l l y ,  one p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  d i s p e l l e d  a n y  r e m a in in g  

d o u b ts .  A c a r  b r o u g h t  f o u r  p e o p le  I n  f r o m  t h e  c o u n t r y .

When t a k e n  f r o m  th e  c a r t  a t  t h e  w o rk h o u s e  tw o  w e re  fo u n d  

to  be a l r e a d y  d e a d ;  one d ie d  d u r in g  th e  n i g h t  an d  th e  

f o u r t h  n e x t  d a y .  When th e  r e p o r t  g o t  i n t o  c i r c u l a t i o n  

t h a t  th e  f o u r  h a d  d ie d  w i t h i n  a d a y  o f  a r r i v i n g  a t  th e



certain death to go into it. And the fever hospital
came t o  he know n o n ce  a g a in  as  th e  S la u g h t e r  H ouse th o u g h

25
t h i s  t im e  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  c o n t e x t  f r o m  p r e v i o u s l y .

The o v e r a l l  r e s u l t  w as a n  e x tre m e  r e lu c t a n c e  t o  e n t e r  

th e  w o rk h o u s e , so t h a t  e v e n  th o u g h  th o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p le  

w e re  s t a r v i n g  m o s t o f  th e m  r e m a in e d  o u t s i d e .  And w h i le  

th e r e  w e re  v a c a n t  p la c e s  i n  th e  h o u s e  o u td o o r  r e l i e f  

w o u ld  n o t  be g iv e n  t o  t h e  a b le b o d ie d .

P r e v io u s ly  m o s t p e o p le  had b e e n  v e r y  r e l u c t a n t  t o

e n t e r .  M r .  C .W .H a m il to n  h a d  com m ented i n  e a r l y  1 8 4 6

t h a t  i t  w as to o  m uch to  e x p e c t  t h a t  a  l a b o u r e r  who h a d

b een  h i t h e r t o  in d e p e n d e n t  " s h o u ld  a t  once y i e l d  and  w i t h

h is  w h o le  f a m i l y  ( f o r  th e y  m u st a l l  g o ) le a v e  h i s  h o u s e . .

p a s s in g  a t  o n ce  f r o m  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  h o n o u r a b le  in d e p e n d e n c

to that which he looks upon as the lowest state of
d e g r a d a t io n .  T h is  a v e r s io n  was now s t r e n g th e n e d  w i t h

an e v e n  m o re  c o m p e l l in g  m o t iv e  f o r  r e m a in in g  o u t s id e  so

t h a t  m any o n ly  came t o  t h e  w o rk h o u s e  a s  a  v e r y  l a s t

r e s o r t .  On D r .  M a d d e n 's  v i s i t  t o  K i l r u s h  i n  e a r l y  1 8 5 1

he fo u n d  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  c a s e  w i t h  th e  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r
27

a d m is s io n  w i t h  whom h e  s p o k e :

T h e s e  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  a d m is s io n  i n t o  t h e  K i l r u s h

P o o rh o u s e  h a d  o n ly  come t h e r e  w hen e v e r y

o t h e r  m eans o f  s u s t a in in g  l i f e  h a d  f a i l e d .

There was not one of those I questioned who
h ad  n o t  a  m o r t a l  t e r r o r  o f  t h a t  P o o rh o u s e  o f

K i l r u s h ,  an d  h a d  n o t  o v erc o m e  i t ,  o n ly  w hen th e

c h a r i t y  on w h ic h  t h e y  h a d  e k e d  o u t  a  m is e r a b le

existence had been utterly exhausted, or when
th e  u s e  o f  t h e  b o i l e d  n e t t l e s  an d  o t h e r  w eeds  

w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  t h e i r  fo o d  o f  l a t e  h a d  b r o u g h t  

th e m  t o  th e  b r i n k  o f  t h e  gs?ave.

workhouse, the general view was confirmed that it was
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4 .  D is m is s a l  o f  G u a rd ia n s  t

B y  m id  F e b r u a r y  C a p t a in  K e n n e d y  was c o m p la in in g  o f

2 8
th e  i n e f f i c i e n c y  o f  th e  K i l r u s h  B o a rd  o f  G u a rd ia n s  and

29 „a  w eek  l a t e r  he w r o te s  " I  h a v e  no c o n f id e n c e  i n  th e

e n e r g y  o r  f o r e s i g h t  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  G u a rd ia n s  as  a b o d y

s h o u ld  s e r io u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r i s e . fi A num ber o f  f a c t o r s

f o r c e d  h im  t o  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n . . .  One w as t h e  e l e c t i o n ,

w i t h  o n ly  tw o  d i s s e n t i e n t  v o t e s ,  o f  M r .  P a t  K e l l y  (s o n

3 0
o f  th e  p r e v io u s  m a s t e r )  as  m a s t e r .  u a p t a in  K e n n e a y

d e s c r ib e d  h im  a s  " a  m ere  l a d  an d  i n  my o p in io n  (a s  t h a t

o f  th e  C h a irm a n  o f  t h e  B o a rd )  u t t e r l y  In c o m p e te n t  f o r  

31
such  a  c h a r g e ."  B u t t h e  m a t t e r  w h ic h  f i n a l l y  b r o u g h t  

a f f a i r s  t o  a  h ead  was a  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s  w h ic h  s t r u c k  

th e  u n io n  a t  th e  e n d  o f  F e b r u a r y .  On th e  2 4 t h  o f  th e  

m o n th  t h e  t r e a s u r e r  h a d  a  m ere  £ 5 0  i n  h a n d s  w h i le  d e b ts  

am ounted  t o  n e a r l y  £ 1 , 0 0 0 .  C a p t a in  M an n , who w as  

s u p p ly in g  t h e  r y e  m e a l r e q u i r e d  t o  g iv e  o u td o o r  r e l i e f  

t o  1 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le ,  was owed £ 1 2 0  and  r e f u s e d  to  g iv e  

f u r t h e r  s u p p l ie s  u n t i l  p a i d .  C o lo n e l  V a n d e le u r  was  

a b s e n t ,  p r o b a b ly  r e c u p e r a t i n g  f r o m  a  s e v e re  i l l n e s s  

w h ic h  he h a d  s u f f e r e d  i n  J a n u a r y ,  a n d  C a p ta in  K e n n e d y  

was q u i t e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i n  h i s  a b s e n c e  t h e  G u a rd ia n s  w o u ld  

n o t b e  a b le  t o  o b t a i n  a n y  c r e d i t  a s  t h e y  h a d  t h e
32

c o n f id e n c e  o f  n e i t h e r  th e  p u b l i c  n o r  o f  t h e  b a n k e r s .

H o w e v e r , t h e r e  was one a p p a r e n t  te m p o r a r y  s o l u t i o n  

to  th e  p r o b le m . C a p t a in  Mann h ad  some fu n d s  g iv e n  t o  h im  

by th e  B r i t i s h  A s s o c ia t io n  a n d  C a p t a in  K e n n e d y  now a p p l ie d  

t o  h im  f o r  a  lo a n  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  a b le  t o  k e e p  u p  th e  

o u td o o r  r e l i e f  d u r in g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e e k . C a p t a in  Mann  

f e l t  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  c ir c u m s t a n c e s ,  he h a d  no  o p t io n  b u t  t o  

o b l ig e .  B u t h e  was a ls o  q u ic k  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  

re a s o n  f o r  t h e  c r i s i s  w as th e  n o n -p a y m e n t o f  r a t e s  b y
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m any and  th e s e  in c lu d e d  q u i t e  a num ber o f  t h e  e x  o f f i c i o

a n d  e le c t e d  G u a r d ia n s .  Among t h e  d e f a u l t e r s  t h e r e  w e re

a ls o  some m a g is t r a t e s  "who h a v e  s ig n e d  d i s t r e s s  w a r r a n t s

f o r  r a t e s  on p o o r  w r e tc h e s  who h a v e  p e rh a p s  b u t  a h o u se
33

o r  cow t o  s u p p o r t  th e m ."

When T r e v e ly a n  h e a r d  ifehat h a d  h a p p e n e d  he c o u ld

s c a r c e ly  b e l i e v e  i t .  I f  i t  w as t r u e  t h a t  t h e  fu n d s  o f

th e  B r i t i s h  A s s o c ia t io n  h ad  b e e n  u s e d  t o  m ake good th e

d e f a u l t  o f  m a g is t r a t e s  and G u a rd ia n s  t h e n ,  i n  h i s  v ie w ,

i t  was a g r e a t  a b u s e  an d  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  be re m e d ie d  b y  an

34
e f f e c t i v e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r § t e s , A nd w i t h i n  a  w ee k

t h e  F o o r  Law C o m m is s io n e rs  had  made a n  o r d e r  d i s s o l v i n g

35
th e  K i l r u s h  B o a rd  o f  G u a r d ia n s .  T h e y  w e re  to  b e

r e p la c e d  b y  tw o  p a id  V ic e - G u a r d ia n s .  T h is  s t e p ,  h o w e v e r ,

was b y  no m eans u n u s u a l ,  w i t h i n  th e  p r e v io u s  tv /e lv e

m o n th s  h a l f  o f  t h e  B o a rd s  o f  G u a rd ia n s  i n  I r e l a n d  h a d  b e e n

d i s s o l v e d ,  m a in ly  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  u n w i l l i n g  to
36

c o l l e c t  s u f f i c i e n t  r a t e s .  I n  K i l r u s h  a ls o  th e  c h i e f

r e a s o n  was a  f i n a n c i a l  o n e . I n  t h e  p r e v io u s  A u g u s t an
37

a v e r a g e  r a t e  o f  4 /1 1  i n  t h e  £ ,  a m o u n tin g  t o  £ 8 , 8 8 4 ,  

h a d  b e e n  s t r u c k .  By th e  end  o f  J a n u a ry  £ 4 ,9 4 8  o f  t h i s  

h a d  b e e n  u s e d  l e a v i n g  a  b a la n c e  o f  £ 3 ,8 3 6  t o  b e  c o l l e c t e d  

t o  m e e t l i a b i l i t i e s  u n t i l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  J u l y .  C l e a r l y  

t h i s  sum was g o in g  t o  b e  In a d e q u a t e  a n d  on  2 9  J a n u a ry

C o lo n e l  V a n d e le u r  made t h i s  p o i n t  i n  a  l e t t e r  to  S i r

38  1
R .R o u th :  " I t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  th e  U n io n  w i l l  n o t

be a b le  t o  m e e t t h e  dem ands u p o n  i t  w 'i th o u t  a s s is t a n c e

f r o m  G o v e rn m e n t ."  S u ch  dem ands f o r  a s s is t a n c e  w e re  th e

l a s t  t h i n g  t h e  G o v e rn m e n t w is h e d  t o  h e a r  o f  and  s o , w hen

th e  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s  came I n  l a t e  F e b r u a r y  an d  e a r l y  M a rc h ,

r *

i t * ii i ’  [ ' i - '■ A* * V*'



th e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  G u a rd ia n s  was a lm o s t  
39

i n e v i t a b l e «

T h e  G u a r d ia n s ’ p o i n t ,  i n  n o t  w is h in g  t o  s t r i k e  a new  

r a t e  b e f o r e  J u l y ,  w as t h a t  4 /1 1  w as th e  m o st t h a t  c o u ld  

be dem anded d u r in g  th e  c o u rs e  o f  a  y e a r .  T h e y  p r o b a b ly

had s e l f i s h  m o t iv e s  i n  a s s e r t i n g  t h i s  b u t  t h e r e  was a ls o

th e  v a l i d  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  im p o v e r is h e d  u n io n  c o u ld  n o t  

a f f o r d  e v e n  t h i s  r a t e  a n d  t h a t  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  i t  was  

b r in g in g  some r a t e p a y e r s  th e m s e lv e s  down t o  d e s t i t u t i o n  

l e v e l .  S ix  m o n th s  l a t e r  t h i s  p o i n t  was a c k n o w le d g e d  

a t  g o v e rn m e n t l e v e l  w hen  T iv is le t o n  t o l d  T r e v e ly a n  t h a t  

i t  w o u ld  b e  u n w is e  t o  i n s i s t  on a  l a r g e r  r a t e  th a n  5 / - .

" I  b e l i e v e , ” he w r o t e ,  " t h a t  fyij& m o re  m oney i s  l i k è l y  t o »

be r e a l i z e d  w i t h  a  5 /«* r a t e  th a n  w i t h  a  r a t e  o f  a l a r g e r

t,40 a m o u n t. "

The  new V ic e  G u a rd ia n s  i n  K i l r u s h  U n io n  a p p e a r  t o

have g o t  o v e r  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s  b y  m eans o f  b o r r o w in g

and a s s id u o u s ly  c o l l e c t i n g  th e  r e m a in d e r  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  
41

r a t e .  A new r a t e  w as n o t  s t r u c k  u n t i l  A u g u s t .  I n  

K i lk e e  e l e c t o r a l  d i v i s i o n  i t  was e x p e c te d  t h a t  t h e  r a t e  

w o u ld  be 5 0 $  h ig h e r  th a n  i n  th e  p r e v io u s  y e a r  w hen  i t  was  

th e  h ig h e s t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  a t  6 / 1 0 .  H o w e v e r , C a p t a in  

K ennedy u s e d  some m oney o b t a in e d  f r o m  th e  B r i t i s h  A s s o c 

i a t i o n  t o  s u b s id iz e  th e  p o o r  r a t e  and a s  a r e s u l t  i t  w as  

o n ly  3 / - .  As a  m a rk  o f  t h e i r  g r a t i t u d e  t o  C a p t a in

K e n n e d y , th e  p e o p le  o f  K i l k e e  l i t  l a r g e  b o n f i r e s  and c a r r i e

42
a l i g h t e d  t a r  b a r r e l  a ro u n d  on m en’ s s h o u ld e r s .

A b o u t t h e  same t im e  a s  t h e  d is m is s a l  o f  t h e  G u a rd ia n s  

th e r e  w a /a n o t h e r  m in o r  c r i s i s  a t  K i l r u s h  W o rk h o u s e . When  

th e  f e v e r  m o r t a l i t y  w as v e r y  h ig h  i n  e a r l y  J a n u a ry  

C a p ta in  K e n n e d y  s e n t  a  s p e c i a l  r e p o r t  on t h e  m a t t e r  t o  th e
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4 3
P o o r Law C o m m is s io n e rs  and  th e  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  w as  a n  

I n s p e c t i o n  b y  D r .  F h e la n  who o r d e r e d  c h a n g e s  i n  d i e t

D r .D o n o v a n , d id  n o t  t a k e  to o  k i n d l y  t o  t h i s  and s h o r t l y  

a f t e r w a r d s  he r e s ig n e d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  G u a rd ia n s  h a d  

p a s s e d  a  v o te  o f  "u n b o u n d ed  c o n f id e n c e "  i n  t h e i r  tw o

d o c t o r s .

5 .  F u r t h e r  D o ? m h i l l

As 1 8 4 8  p r o g r e s s e d  i t  w as c l e a r  t h a t  th e  w h o le  

s i t u a t i o n  was s t i l l  g e t t i n g  w o rs e  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e t t e r .  I n  

1 8 4 7  o n ly  a  s m a l l  a c r e a g e  h a d  b e e n  p la n t e d  w i t h  p o t a t o e s .  

I n  1 8 4 8  w i t h  re n e w e d  h o p e  th e  p e o p le  made v e r y  g r e a t  

s a c r i f i c e s  t o  p l a n t  as  much a s  p o s s ib le  and t h i s  was as  

t r u e  o f  W es t C la r e  as  e ls e w h e r e .  I n  C h re  a s  a  w h o le  

1 6 ,8 3 6  a c r e s  w e re  p la n t e d  w i t h  p o t a t o e s  co m p ared  w i t h  

6 ,1 2 9  i n  1 8 4 7 .  T h e  a c r e a g e  p la n t e d  w i t h  b e a n s  a ls o  r o s e  

fro m  6 4 2  a c r e s  t o  1 , 4 1 1 ,  w h i l e  th e  t u r n i p  a c r e a g e  f e l l

u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  n o t  f u l f i l l e d .  I n  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  J u ly

symptonis o f  t h e  b l i g h t  w e re  n o t ic e d  a t  K i l k e e  th o u g h  i t

d id  n o t  a p p e a r  to  be n e a r l y  as  b a d  a s  i n  >46 a n d  '4 7 .

H o w e v e r, a s  t im e  p a s s e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w o rs e n e d . On

25 A u g u s t The  T im e s  o f  L o n d o n  p r i n t e d  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  K i l k e e

w h ic h  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  l a t e  p o t a t o e s  on th e  w e s t  c o a s t

w ere  gone an d  t h a t  th e  e a r l y  on es  w e re  g o in g .  P o t a t o e s ,

bean s  a n d  t u r n i p s  w e re  b e in g  p lu n d e r e d  n i g h t l y .  The
47

w r i t e r  c o n c lu d e d  on a  v e r y  p e s s i m i s t ic  n o t e :  " A l t o g e t h e r

th e  p r o s p e c ts  h e r e  a r e  f a r  m ore a w f u l  t h i s  w i n t e r  t h a n  a t

any o f  t h e  w o r s t  p e r io d s  th e s e  t h r e e  y e a r s . "  And t e n

days p r e v io u s ly  T w is le t o n  h a d  w r i t t e n  t o  T r e v e ly a n  i n  a
4:3

s im i l a r  v e i n  h u t  w i t h  m ore g e n e r a l  a p p l i c a t i o n :  Mi7e h a v e

a n d  m e d ic a l  t r e a t m e n t
4 4

One o f  t h e  w o rk h o u s e  d o c to r s

45

46
fro m  1 0 ,9 8 8  t o  8 ,0 3 2 B u t th e  e x p e c t a t io n s  w e re



238

■VO-» I t
1

T h e  E m p i r e  w i l l  r e e l  u n d e r  t h i s  b l o w . ' 1

Two m o n th s  l a t e r  th e  L im e r ic k  C h r o n ic le  com m ented  

45
on th e  K i l k e e  a r e a :  " P lu n d e r in g  i s  w o rs e  t h i s  s e a s o n

th a n  l a s t  y e a r .  N e i t h e r  g a r d e n s ,  h a g g a rd s  o r  h o u s e s

e s c a p e ."  A nd t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  c a n  h e  r e a d i l y  s e e n
5 0

i n  one o f  C a p t a in  K e n n e d y ’ s r e p o r t s :

D u r in g  my a t te n d a n c e  a t  t h e  a d m is s io n  on tw o  d a y s  

an d  p a r t  o f  a  t h i r d ,  I  to o k  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  

i n q u i r i n g  o f  e v e r y  a b le b o d ie d  a p p l i c a n t  w h e re  

and w i t h  whom h e  h a d  l a s t  b e e n  e m p lo y e d  and  a t  

w h a t r a t e  o f  w ag es?  A lm o s t t h e  w h o le  num ber  

d e c la r e d  t h a t  e v e n  d u r in g  th e  h a r v e s t ,  th e y  

h a d  la b o u r e d  f o r  2d  and  3d  p e r  d a y ,  s e ld o m  g e t t i n g

4 d , and  t h a t  a t  p r e s e n t  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  e x c h a n g e

o r  o b t a in  t h e i r  fo o d  f o r  t h e i r  l a b o u r   I

b e l i e v e  (h o w e v e r  i n c r e d i b l e  i t  m ay a p p e a r )  t h a t  

n i n e t e e n - t w e n t ie t h s  o f  th e  la b o u r in g  p o p u la t io n  

o f  th e  K i l r u s h  U n io n  a r e  w i t h o u t  e m p lo y m e n t o r  

r e s o u r c e  o f  a n y  k in d ,  n o r  do I  s ee  a n y  a t t e m p t  

to  re m ed y  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s ,  th o u g h  th e  la n d  

i s  t m d r a in e d  a n d  n o t  h a l f  c u l t i v a t e d .

And d u r in g  a l l  t h i s  t im e  t h e  e v i c t i o n s  w e re  c o n t in u in g .

As th e  new y e a r  a p p ro a c h e d  a n o th e r  shadow  a p p e a re d

on th e  h o r i z o n .  I n  D e c em b e r 1 8 4 8  an  o u tb r e a k  o f

Asiatic cholera, or the "devouring pestilence" as the 
51

C la r e  J o u r n a l  d e s c r ib e d  i t ,  made i t s  a p p e a ra n c e  i n  

B e l f a s t .  P rom  t h e r e  i t  s p re a d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  c o u n t r y  

r e a c h in g  i t s  p e a k  i n  M a y , b u t  d e c l i n i n g  i n  m o s t p a r t s  i n  

J u n e . As th e  e p id e m ic  w as g a in in g  i n  f o r c e  th e  fe e n t r a l

another visitation of the potato disease this year....
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B o a rd  o f  H e a l t h  i n  D u b l in  s e n t  o u t  m any c i r c u l a r s  w i t h

i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  s e t t i n g  u p  s p e c i a l  d is p e n s a r ie s ,

n u r s in g  e t c .  H o w e v e r , a l l  e x p e n s e s  had. to  b e  m et o u t
5 2

o f  U n io n  f u n d s .  I n  M a rc h  1 8 4 9  th e  c h o le r a  made i t s  

a p p e a ra n c e  i n  ?vre s t  C la r e  a n d  a  c h o le r a  h o s p i t a l  w as  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  K i l k e e .  Among th e  p e o p le  t h e r e  w as  n e a r  

p a n ic ,  th o u g h  t h e  o u tb r e a k  o f  th e  d is e a s e  I n  t h e  a r e a  

d o es  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  s e v e r e .  C a p t a in  

K en n ed y  re m a rk e d  t h a t  th e  te m p o r a r y  h o s p i t a l s  a t  K i l k e e  

and  C a r r i g a h o l t  w e re  made n e c e s s a r y  n o t  so m uch b y  th e
53

c h o le r a  i t s e l f  a s  b y  " c h o le r a p h o b ia " . And h e  c o n t in u e d :

ilSuch  i s  th e  s e n s e le s s  d r e a d  o f  t h i s  d is e a s e  t h a t  a n y

w r e tc h e d  c r e a t u r e  a f f l i c t e d  w i t h  d ia r r h o e a  i s  im m e d ia t e ly

s u p p o sed  t o  b e  a c h o le r a  c a s e  and  th ro w n  o u t  o f  t h e i r

l o d g i n g . "  I n  e a r l y  A p r i l ,  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  D r . O’ D o n n e l l ,

he v i s i t e d  t h e  c h o le r a  h o s p i t a l s  a t  K i l k e e  and  C a r r i g a h o l t

5 4
i n  an  a t t e m p t  " t o  a l l a y  p o p u la r  e x c i t e m e n t . "

B y th e  en d  o f  A p r i l  D r«  G r i f f i n ,  th e  l o c a l  m e d ic a l

o f f i c e r ,  w as a b le  t o  g iv e  a  good  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  c h o le r a

s i t u a t i o n  i n  K i l k e e .  H is  l e t t e r  a ls o  g iv e s  some

i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o c e d u re s  a d o p te d  to  c o m b at t h e  s p re a d  

55
o f  th e  d is e a s e s

A fe w  c a s e s  o f  t h e  d is e a s e  d id  o c c u r  h e r e ,  th e  

f i r s t  b e in g  p e rs o n s  who came i l l  f r o m  L im e r ic k ,  

b u t  o w in g  t o  th e  s p e e d y  r e m o v a l  o f  th o s e  a t t a c k e d ,  

t h e  c le a n s in g ,  w h ite w a s h in g  t h e  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  

p o o r ,  and  o t h e r  m e a s u re s  p r o m p t ly  a d o p te d  b y  th e
&1.C

l o c a l  S a n a to r y  C o m m itte e , t h e  f u r t h e r  s p re a d  o f  

th e  m a la d y  h a s  b e e n  e f f e c t u a l l y  c h e c k e d ; and  I  

am h a p p y  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  no c a s e  h a s  o c c u r r e d  i n  th e



t i l l a g e  o r  im m e d ia te  n e ig h b o u rh o o d  f o r  s e v e r a l  

d a y s  p a s t ,  I  m ay a ls o  a d d ,  t h a t  th e  m o r t a l i t y  

a m o n g st th o s e  a t t a c k e d  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  much b e lo w  

t h e  a v e r a g e .

T h e  summer s e a s o n  i n  K i l k e e  i n  1 8 4 9  was n o t  v e r y

much a f f e c t e d  b y  th e  c h o le r a  o r  b y  th e  p l i g h t  o f  t h e

r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  A t  th e  e n d  o f  J u l y  th e  to w n  was

56f u l l  w i t h  s c a r c e l y  a  lo d g e  v a c a n t ,  a n d  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n

l a s t e d  u n t i l  w e l l  on  i n t o  S e p te m b e r»  T h e r e  w e re  t h e

u s u a l  d a n c e s  m  th e  lo d g e s ,  r a c e s  on  t h e  s t r a n d  a n d  i n
57

m id  A u g u s t a  t h r e e  d a y  r e g a t t a  was h e ld »  B u t th o u g h

o u tw a rd  a p p e a ra n c e s  w e re  m a in t a in e d  a n d  t h e  ro u n d  o f

e n t e r t a in m e n t  was v e r y  much as  m  p r e -F a m in e  t im e s ,

v i s i t o r s  t o  K i l k e e  d u M n g  t h i s  sum m er c o u ld  n o t  b u t  b e

a w a re  o f  th e  d r e a d f u l  c o n d i t io n  o f  m o s t o f  t h e  n a t i v e s

5 8
o f  we s t  G la r e »  A  v i s i t o r  w r o te  i n  m id  A u g u s t :

" E m b a rra s s m e n t, d i s t r e s s  a n d  m is e r y  a r e  e x p e r ie n c e d

i n  K i l k e e ,  e x o r b i t a n t  as  th e  p r i c e s  a r e  a t  w h ic h  some

o f  t h e  lo d g e s  a r e  t e m p o r a r i l y  l e t . "  A n d  o f  t h e

im m e d ia te  c o u n t r y s id e  a n o t h e r  v i s i t o r  r e p o r t e d  m

S e p te m b e r  t h a t  t h e r e  w e re  no c a t t l e  a t  a l l  l e f t  a n d

t h s t  fe w  o f  th e  r a t e p a y e r s  h a d  e i t h e r  a  co w , a s h e e p  

59'
o r  a  h o r s e .  A l l  w e re  b e in g  r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  one common 

d e n o m in a to r»  I n  m id  S e p te m b e r  t h r e e  f is h e r m e n  " e r e

l : v i h  an d  k i l k e e  t o  v ie w  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  f i r s t  h a r a 0

6 2
com panied b y  W i l l i a m  M o n s e l l  a n d  A u b re y  de V e r e  h e
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In s p e c te d  K i l r u s h  W o rk h o u s e  an d  was f a v o u r a b ly  im p re s s e d
63

by th e  a r r a n g e m e n ts  t h e r e .  O f t h e i r  v i s i t  to  K i l k e e
64

A u b re y  De V e re  w r o te  i n  h i s  R e c o l l e c t i o n s ;

We p a s s e d  t h e  n e x t  d a y  i n  ro a m in g  o v e r  f a m in e -  

s t r i c k e n  m o o rs  an d  b ogs  i n  th e  n e ig h b o u r h o o d , 

th e n  among th e  m o st s e v e r e ly  t r i e d  d i s t r i c t s  o f  

I r e l a n d .  I  s h a l l  n o t  so o n  f o r g e t  one v i s i t , w h i c h ,  

a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  th e  l o c a l  i n s p e c t o r ,  we p a id  t o  a  

d e s e r t e d  c a b in  among t h e  m o ra s s e s . I t s  o n ly  

in m a te  was a  l i t t l e  i n f a n t ,  w hose m o th e r  w as m o st 

l i k e l y  s e e k in g  m i l k  f o r  i t .  On s l i g h t l y  m o v in g  th e  

t a t t e r e d  c o v d r l e t  o f  t h e  c r a d l e , a s h iv e r  r a n  o v e r  

t h e  w h o le  b o d y  o f  t h e  i n f a n t  and  th e  n e x t  moment 

th e  d a r k  e m a c ia te d  l i t t l e  f a c e  r e la p s e d  i n t o  

s t i l l n e s s .  P r o b a b ly  th e  m o th e r  r e t u r n e d  t o  f i n d  

h e r  c h i ld  d e a d . M r .  M o n s e l l  b u r s t  i n t o  a f l o o d  o f  

t e a r s .  N o t h in g  was s a id ;  b u t  a  fe w  d a y s  l a t e r ,  

on L o rd  A r u n d e l 's  r e t u r n  t o  E n g la n d ,  th e  in s p e c t o r  

a t  K i l k e e  r e c e iv e d  a  l e t t e r  fro m  h im  e n c lo s in g  a  

ch eq u e  f o r  £ 2 0 0  t o  be a d d e d  t o  th e  l o c a l  fa m in e  fu n d .

To th e  C la r e  J o u r n a l  K i l k e e  was now t h e  D e s e r te d

V i l l a g e  and  i n  N ovem ber i t s  K i l k e e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  r e p o r t e d

t h a t  w i t h i n  a fe w  m i le s  o f  th e  to w n  t h e  t e n a n t s  h a d  l e f t

th e ir "  fa r m s ,  c a r r y i n g  w i t h  th em  a l l  t h e i r  m o v a b le  p o s s e s s io n s

i f  th e y  h ad  n o t  a l r e a d y  c o n v e r te d  th e m  i n t o  m o n ey .

"H ig h  r e n t s ,  no  a b a te m e n ts ,  lo w  p r i c e s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l
65

produce h a v e  d is c o u r a g e d  th e m ."  T h is  w as one o f  t h e  f i r s t  

i n d ic a t io n s  o f  t h e  v a s t  e m ig r a t io n  m ovem ent w h ic h  w as now  

in  i t s  i n i t i a l  s ta g e s  i n  W e s t C l a r e ,  a n d  o f  w h ic h  we s h a l l  

aee m ore l a t e r .  And i t  was a t  t h i s  s ta g e  t h a t  a n o t h e r  and  

f a r  m ore s e r io u s  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s  h i t  K i l r u s h  U n io n .



CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

KILR U SH  WORKHOUSE ( 2 )

1 . F i n a n c i a l  C r i s i s

I n  t h e  S p r in g  o f  1 8 4 9  t h e  G o v ern m e n t came f o r w a r d  w i t h

a new plan to give financial assistance to the poorer unions
a  p la n  w h ic h  w o u ld  i n v o lv e  v e r y  l i t t l e  e x p e n s e  t o  i t s e l f .

A rate-in-aid was to be levied on the more prosperous
u n io n s  a n a ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  r a t e  o f  6d  i n  th e  £  was t o  be

p a id  b y  e v e r y  u n io n ,,  a g a in s t  w h ic h  t h e  T r e a s u r y  w o u ld  m ake
1

a d v a n c e s , n o t  e x c e e d in g  £ 1 C G ,0 0 Q , f o r  r e l i e f .  As a  r e s u l t  

o f t h i s ,  K i l r u s h  U n io n  b e n e f i t e d  t o  th e  e x t e n t  o f  £ 1 5 ,0 0 0  

b e tw e e n  M a rc h  a n d  N o vem b er 1 8 4 9 .  Y e t ,  d e s p i t e  t h i s  a s s i s t 

a n c e , w hen  t h e  t im e  came t o  s t r i k e  a  new r a t e  f o r  th e  u n io n  

in  N o vem b er i t s  l i a b i l i t i e s  w e re  £ 1 5 , 0 0 0 ,  l i a b i l i t i e s  w h ic h

c o u ld  be o n ly  p a r t i a l l y  b a la n c e d  b y  £ 4 ,5 0 0  i n  r a t e s  w h ic h
2

w ere s t i l l  o u t s t a n d in g .

I t  was a g a in s t  t h i s  b a c k g ro u n d  t h a t  t h e  p a id  V ic e

G u a rd ia n s , who h a d  b e e n  i n  c h a rg e  o f  t h e  u n io n  f o r  t h e

p re v io u s  e ig h t e e n  m o n th s , w e re  r e p la c e d  b y  a  new B o axh  o f

G u a rd ia n s  on 2 7  O c t o b e r .  The  f i r s t  and m o s t p r e s s in g  d u ty

o f th e  m em bers o f  t h e  B o a rd  w as t o  s t r i k e  a  new  r a t e ,  a n d

t h is  th e y  d id  on 10  N o v e m b e r. To  e© e t  a l l  th e  dem ands

being made upon them by their own unaided resources they
would h a v e  h a d  t o  s t r i k e  a  r a t e  v a r y in g  fro m  1 9 /1 1 §  i n

K i l r u s h  e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t  t o  4 1 /5 ^ -  f o r  i Z i l l a i ' d .  The  K i l k e e
4

r a te  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  3 3 / 5 ^ .  I t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  s h e e r

madness t o  do t h i s  a n d  s o , q u i t e  r j g h t l y ,  t h e y  d e c id e d  t h a t

th e re  w as no  p o i n t  i n  a t t e m p t in g  t h e  im p o s s ib le .  H o w e v e r

fcbey p r o b a b ly  s e t  t h e i r  s ig h t s  to o  lo w  when t h e y  s e t t l e d  on
5

a f l a t  r a t e  o f  3 / -  f o r  th e  u n io n .  A t  t h e i r  n e x t  m e e t in g ,  

on th e  1 7 t h ,  M r ,  L y n c h , a  P o o r Law I n s p e c t o r ,  t o l d  them  t h a t



th e  r a t e  t h e y  h a d  s t r u c k  w o u lc ^ e a l i z e  o n ly  £ 7 , 0 0 0  w h e re a s

£ 3 6 ,0 0 0  was n e e d e d . A n d , a d d r e s s in g 's  g ro u p  m any o f  whom

had  la n d e d  I n t e r e s t s ,  h e  c o n t in u e d :  n I t  i s  n o t  t h e  r a t e s
6

b u t th e  r e n t s  t h a t  a r e  r u i n i n g  y o u r  c o u n t r y . "  B u t t h e r e

can be no d o u b t t h a t  t h e r e  w as m uch t o  be s a id  f o r  th e

a c t io n  o f  th e  G u a r d ia n s .  F i f t e e n  m o n th s  p r e v i o u s l y ,

M r. T w is le t o n  h a d  r e m a rk e d  on th e  f u t i l i t y  o f  s t r i k i n g  a  
7

r a t e  a b o v e  5 / -  - -  a n d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was nofc) im m e a s u ra b ly

w o rs e .

A t  t h e  m e e t in g  C a p ta in  K en n ed y  d re w  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e

G u a r d ia n s ’ im m e d ia te  p ro b le m  -- -  how a n d  w h e r e ,  w i t h o u t  m o n ey ,
8

th e y  w e re  t o  o b t a i n  s u p p l ie s  f o r  th e  e n s u in g  w e e k . T h is

c r i s i s  was somehow o v erc o m e  b u t  i t  was t o  r e c u r  w eek a f t e r

week w h i le  t h e  u n io n  f in a n c e s  re m a in e d  i n  a  p r e c a r io u s  s t a t e .

On 24 N o vem b er t h e  G u a rd ia n s  w e re  in fo r m e d  b y  th e  P o o r Law

C o m m is s io n e rs  o f  t h e  in a d e q u a c y  o f  th e  r a t e  t h e y  h a d  s t r u c k

and t h a t  one o f  f r o m  1 1 / -  t o  2 1 / -  w as n e e d e d . C a p t a in

Kennedy a ls o  p o in t e d  ouw t h a t  t h e y  c o u ld  n o t  e x p e c t  a n y  h e lp

from  th e  T r e a s u r y  u n le s s  t h e y  a g r e e d  on a  r e a s o n a b le  r a t e .

The G u a rd ia n s  no?; d e c id e d  t o  r a i s e  t h e  r a t e  - -  b u t  i t  w as a

mere g e s t u r e  - -  f ro m  3 / -  t o  3 / 6 ,  d e c l a r i n g ,  w i t h  a  good d e a l

o f t r u t h ,  t h a t  a  h ig h e r  r a t e  c o u ld  n e v e r  b e  c o l l e c t e d .  T h e y

a ls o  d e c id e d  t o  e f f e c t  some e c o n o m ie s  a n d , on a  s p l i t  v o t e ,

w ith d re w  t h e  o u td o o r  te m p o r a r y  m e d ic a l  f. d e p a r tm e n t  o f  t h e

union i . e .  m e d ic a l  a t te n d a n c e  a t  some p la c e s  d i s t a n t  f r o m  
9

the w o rk h o u s e . T h e  r a t e ,  s m a ll  as  i t  w a s , h a d  n o t  y o t

been c o l l e c t e d .  O w ing t o  t h e  a l r e a d y  h u g e  d e b t  i t  was

im p o s s ib le  t o  g e t  s u p p l ie s  u n t i l  e v e n t u a l l y  a  fe w  o f  th e

G u ard ian s  p e r s o n a l l y  w e n t s e c u r i t y .  I n  t h i s  w ay  1 3 ,0 0 0

1 C
people w e re  t i d e d  o v e r  th e  l a s t  fe w  d a y s  o f  N o v e m b e r.



I n  e a r l y  D ecem b er t h e  b r e a k in g  p o i n t  w as f i n a l l y

r e a c h e d .  A  r e p o r t e r  who v i s i t e d  t h e  w o rk h o u s e  fo u n d  t h a t

t h e r e  was n o t  e v e n  s u f f i c i e n t  fo o d  t o  g iv e  t h e  in m a te s  

11
t h e i r  d in n e r s

T h e  M a s te r  a n d  th e  M a t r o n ,  f e a r i n g  th e  w o r s t ,  

e x e r t e d  th e m s e lv e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  h o u rs  o f  t h e  d a y ,  

a n d  h a d  a  q u a n t i t y  o f  t u r n i p s  a n d  p a r s n ip s  w h ic h  

w e re  g ro w n  I n  th e  w o rk h o u s e  g ro u n d  b o i l e d ;  a n d  on  

t h i s  s p e c ie s  o f  fo o d  t h e  p a u p e rs  d in e d .

F o r  f i v e  d a y s  th e s e  v e g e t a b le s  r e m a in e d  t h e  c h i e f  fo o d  i n  
12

th e  w o rk h o u s e . D u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  6 0 0  -  7 0 0  p e o p le  who

a r r i v e d  f r o m  K i lm u r r y ,  K i l i o f i n  an d  K i l k e e  s e e k in g  a d m is s io n
1 5

w ere  s e n t  home a g a in  a s  t h e y  c o u ld  n o t  b e  f e d .

The B o a rd  o f  G u a rd ia n s  now d e c id e d  t h a t  t h e  o n ly  re m ed y

was t o  a p p e a l  t o  th e  P o o r Law  C o m m is s io n e rs  f o r  h e l p  a n d  a

1 4
m e m o r ia l o u t l i n i n g  t h e i r  c a s e  w as d e s p a tc h e d :

R e s o lv e d ,  t h a t  h a v in g  b e e n  r e f u s e d  f u r t h e r  s u p p l ie s  

b y  M r .  R u s s e l l  a n d  o t h e r  m e r c h a n ts ,  o r  a n y  a d v a n c e  

o f  m oney b y  o u r  t r e a s u r e r ,  w e  c a l l  th o  a t t e n t i o n  o f  

t h e  C o m m is s io n e rs  t o  th e  a w f u l  s t a t e  o f  t h e  U n io n ,  

w i t h  1 2 ,0 0 0  o n  th e  o u td o o r  r e l i e f ,  w i t h o u t  r a t i o n s  

f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  w e e k , w i t h  o v e r  2 ,0 0 0  in m a te s  i n  

t h e  w o rk h o u s e  a n d  a u x i l i a r i e s ,  a n d  n o  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  

t h e i r  n e x t  m e a l ,  e x c e p t  t u r n i p s ,  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  t h e i r  

p r i n c i p a l  fo o d  f o r  t h e  l a s t  tw o  d a y s ,  a n d  we f e e l  

s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  u n le s s  im m e d ia te  a s s is t a n c e  b e  s e n t  u s ,  

t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  w i l l  be f e a r f u l  i n  th e  e x t r e m e .

But th e  C o m m is s io n e rs  w e re  n o t  i n c l i n e d  t o  l i s t e n  v e r y  

s y m p a t h e t ic a l ly  t o  t h i s  r e q u e s t  a s  th e y  f e l t  t h a t  th e  G u a rd le rn  

c o u ld  g e t  m oney f r o m  r a t e s . A n d  as  t h e  w r a n g le  c o n t in u e d  

th e  p e o p le  s t a r v e d  o v /in g  t o  th e  s to p p a g e  o f  o u td o o r  r e l i e f .
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I n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  c ro w d s  fro m  t h e  o u t l y i n g  p a r is h e s  

; b egan  t o  t h r o n g  t o  K i l r u s h  i n  tn e  hopo o f  g e t t i n g  s o m e th in g  

On 1 2  D e c em b e r t h e  L im e r ic k :  a n d  G la r e  E x a m in e r  

a  r e p o r t  f r o m  a  K i l r u s h  c o r r e s p o n d e n ts

T h e  s t r e e t s  o f  o u r  to w n  a r e  th r o n g e d  - -  s h o p d o o rs

c h o k e d  u p  w i t h  swarm s o f  fa m is h e d  m is e r a b le

b e in g s ,  p i t e o u s l y  s c re a m in g  an d  c r a v in g  t h e  l e a s t  

m o r s e l  o f  f o o d .  A lo n g  t h e  r o a d s  t h a t  l e a d  t o  t h e  

to w n  may b e  s e e n  n u m b ers  o f  c a r s  la d e n  w i t h  

e m a c ia t e d ,  h a l f - n a k e d  c r e a t u r e s ,  h u d d le d  t o g e t h e r  

i n  lo a th s o m e  s q u a l id n e s s ,  p r o c e e d in g  to w a r d s  t h e  

w o rk h o u s e , w h e re  t h e y  h o p e  t o  be r e l i e v e d ;  b u t  

w h e n c e , a l a s i  a f t e r  t h e y  r e m a in  s h i v e r i n g  a n d  

f a i n t i n g  w h o le  d a y s ,  a n d  some t im e s  n i g h t s  t o g e t h e r ,  

t h e y  a r e  o b l ig e d  t o  r c c u r n  t o  t h e i r  h o v e ls  to  d i e  

i n  d e s p a i r ,  o r ,  i f  t h e y  p r e f e r  i t ,  t o  r u s h  u p o n  t h e  

to w n  l i k e  w i l d  a n d  r a v i n g  m a n ia c s .

t h e  e v e n in g  o f  1 2  D ecem b er a b o u t f o r t y  p e o p le  h o a r d e d

a f e r r y  w h ic h  w o u ld  t a k e  t h e n  a c r o s s  t h e  m o u th  o f  F o u ln a s h e r r y

Bay and  s o  s h o r te n  t h e i r  jo u r n e y  t o  t h e  W e s t - -  a f t e r  m o s t

o f  th em  h a d  s p e n t  a  f r u i t l e s s  d a y  w a i t i n g  f o r  fo o d  i n  K i l r u s h .

A bout h a l f w a y  a c r o s s  t h e  b o a t  s a n k  a n d  a l l  w e re  d ro w n e d
16

e x c e p t a b o u t  t h r e e .  Some o f  th e s e  w h o se  b o d ie s  w e re  w ash ed

a s h o re  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o rn in g  w e re  i n t e r r e d  i n  t h e  l i t t l e

b u r i a l  g ro u n d  a t  K i l n a g a l l i a g h .  I t  was l i t t l e  w o n d e r t h a t  a

l o c a l  p o e t  was p ro m p te d  t o  w r i t e  o f  t h e  h a r d s h ip s  i n  K i l r u s h  
1 7

W it h o u t  a  p r a y e r  o r  p a s s in g  b e l l ,

T h e  s h r o u d le s s  a r m ie s  h o u r l y  s w e l l .

M is e r e r e  I
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Union in 1849:
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The d y in g ,  g h a s t l i e r  th a n  t h e  d e a d ;

Y i i t h  h la n o h e d  l i p s  h a v e  v a i n l y  s a ic l ,

'Give us this day our dally bread1.
Parce nobis Dominei

A d a y  o r  tw o a f t e r  t h e  f e r r y  d i s a s t e r  C o lo n e l  V a n d e le u r  

an d  o t h e r s  o f  th e  G u a rd ia n s  w e re  p e l t e d  w i t h  mud a n d  m i s s i l e s  

a n d  h o o te d  a t  t h e i r  e v e r y  a p p e a ra n c e  i n  p u b l i c  b y  th o s e  who 

h a d  b e e n  r e f u s e d  o u td o o r  r e l i e f .  A nd t b o  L im e r ic k  R e p o r t e r  

s t a t e d ; '1'®

T h e  to w n  ( o f  K i l r u s h )  i s  i n  d a n g e r ,  a n d  g u a rd e d  b y  

p o l ic e m e n ,  who move c o n s t e n t l y  th r o u g h  th e  s t r e e t s .  

T h e  e x c i te m e n t  i s  im m en s e .

F o r  n e a r l y  e ig h t  w ee k s  o u td o o r  r e l i e f  re m a in e d  s u s p e n d e d  

On 27  D ecem b er C a p ta in  K en n ed y  w r o t e :  "No k in d  o f  p r o p e r t y

i s  s a f e  o u t  o f  d o o r s ;  b u t  t o  s a y  t h e  t r u t h  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  

to  s t e a l  b e y o n d  a  fe w  m is e r a b le  c a t t l e ,  w h ic h  a r e  h o u s e d  a t  

n i g h t . "  And h e  a d d e d ; "T h o s e  who a r e  a b s o l u t e l y  i n  w a n t  

a r e  w i t h o u t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o r  e n e rg y  t o  com m it a  r o b b e r y . "  

D u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  th o s e  who s u r v iv e d  h a d  n o t h in g  t o  e a t  b u t  

a  fe w  t u r n i p s ,  g iv e n  i n  c h a r i t y  b y  fa r m e r s  who now h a d  v e r y

l i t t l e  l e f t  th e m s e lv e s .  And on  t h e  s e a -c o & s t  t h e r e  was a

, .  l y  p l e n t i i u l  s u p p ly  o f  s h e l l f i s h .

Y e t ,  e v e n  a t  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h i s  c r i s i s ,  as  C h r is tm a s

a p p ro a c h e d , a  n u m b er b e g a n  t o  le a v e  th e  w o rk h o u s e . T h is  was

a  r e g u l a r  o c c u r r e n c e  d u r in g  t h e  fa m in e  y e a r s .  Many l e f t

th e  w o rk h o u s e  f o r  th e  f e s t i v a l  b u t  r e t u r n e d  a g a in  d u r in g

th e  f o l l o w i n g  w e e k . F o r  d e s p i t e  a l l  t h e  w a n t and  s u f f e r i n g ,

C h r is tm a s  was s t i l l  t h e  s e a s o n  o f  g o o d w i l l .  " C h a r i l y  i s

l i b e r a l l y  g iv e n ,  an d  h o r d e s  o f  b o th  s t a t i o n a r y  an d  s t r o l l i n g

20
p o o r s u b s is t  on  i t  d u r in g  t h e  C h r is tm a s  h o l i d a y s . "



I n  th e  w o rk h o u s e  i t s e l f ,  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  fo o d  c r i s i s ,

C h r is tm a s  sterns t o  h a v e  b e e n  e v e n  g r im m e r  th a n  u s u a l .  A 

21
r e p o r t e r  w r o t e :

T h e  G u a rd ia n s  c a r e f u l l y  an d  c o n s i d e r a t e ly  g u a rd e d  

t h e  p o o r  i n  t h i s  w o rk h o u s e  f r o m  th e  in v id i o u s  

a p p ro a c h  o f  a p p o p le x y  ( s i c ) ,  b y  a  w a t e r  g r u e l  d i e t ;  

a n d  p r a c t i c a l l y  p e rs u a d e d  th e  o u td o o r  p o o r  t h a t  

t h e y  v /e re  k e e p in g  L e n t  i n s t e a d  o f  C h r is tm a s ,  b y  a  

t o t a l  d e p r i v a t i o n  o f  a n y  k in d  o f  fo o d .

As t h e  New Y e a r  daw ned  th e  c r i s i s  c o n t in u e d .  A  l e t t e r

t o  t h e  L im e r ic lc  a n d  C la r e  E x a m in e r  fro m  E i l r u 3 h  e x p r e s s e d
22

th e  d e s p a i r ,  h o p e le s s n e s s  a n d  a n g e r  f e l t  b y  m an y:

E v e r y  d a y  b r in g s  a  f r e s h  b u n d le  t o  t h e  f a g g o t  h e a p  

b y  w h ic h  t h e  f u n e r a l  p ^ r e  o f  th e  o ld  C e l t i c  r a c e  

i s  b u rn e d  t o  c in d e r s .  L a n d lo r d s  c r ip p le d  - -  

fa r m e r s  c ru s h e d  s h o p h o id e r s  r u in e d .  - -  a n d  th e  

p o o r  r o t t i n g  i n  h e a p s  - -  a y e ,  i n  h e a p s , among 

t h e  b o g 3  a n d  d i t c h - p i t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .

”% e n  a  r e p o r t e r  o f  th e  C la r e  J o u r n a l  v i s i t e d  L is d e e n

he fo u n d  i t s  p e o p le  v e r y  b a d ly  o f f .  T h e  v i l l a g e  was p a r t

o f  th e  e s t a t e  o f  th e  O 'G o rm an  M anon b u t  had  p a s s e d  i n t o  th e

hands o f  a  r e c e i v e r  w h o , f o r  some t im e  p r e v i o u s l y ,  h a d  b e e n

c a r r y in g  o u t  t h e  f u n c t io n s  o f  a  l a n d l o r d .  And a ro u n d  th e

v i lJ a g a  w ere  c a b in s  o f  p e o p le  who n a d  b e e n  e v i c t e d  e ls e w h e r e

and h a d  c o n g r e g a te d  h e r e .  T h e i r  l i f e l i n e  had b e e n  t h e

2 3
o u td o o r r e l i e f  u n t i l  i t s  s u s p e n s io n .

M e a n w h ile ,  a t t e n t i o n  r e m a in e d  fo c u s s e d  on th e  w o rk h o u s e

and G u a r d ia n s .  The l a t t e r ,  h a v in g  r e c e iv e d  b a d  p u b l i c i t y

s in c e  tJ t ie ir  r e c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  e x c lu d e d  n o v s p a p e r  r e p o r t e r s
2 4

from  t h e i r  m e e t in g s .  T h e i r  C h a irm a n , C o lo n e l  V a n d e le u r ,



h ig h e r  r a t o  w o u ld  " r o n d a r  th<> d l j l i ' i u t ,  a wu.it,<v" tuu I ho

a t t r i b u t e d  a good d e a l  o r  th e  ox 1 s t  In g  t r o u b le s  to  th o

f a c i l i t y  w i t h  w h ic h  o u td o o r  r e l i e f  h a d  b e e n  g iv e n .  ka a

r e s u l t  o f  i t ,  h e  s a i d ,  th e  p e o p le  h a d  l o s t  a l l  d e p e n d e n c e

2 5
on t h e i r  own e x e r t i o n s .  I t  vías c l e a r  t h a t ,  i f  h e  c o u ld

h e lp  i t ,  o u td o o r  r e l i e f  w o u ld  be g iv e n  as  seJLdon an d  t o  as

fe w  a s  p o s s ib le  i n  th e  f u t u r e .  A b o u t t h e  same t im e  i t  wa3

ru m o u re d  t h a t  s te p s  w e re  b e in g  ta k e n  a g a i n s t  C a p t a in  K ennedy

who was som ew hat o f  an  e m b a rra s s m e n t. A nd w hen V a n d e le u r

w o n t t o  D u b l i n ,  p r o b a b ly  t o  p re s s  home h is  c a s e  w i t h  th e  P o o r

Law C o m m is s io n e rs , p e o p le  saw h is  jo u r n e y  as  a n  a t t e m p t  to

2 6
g e t  r i d  o f  K e n n e d y .

E v e n t u a l l y  o u td o o r  r e l i e f  was r e s t o r e d .  T h e n , a f t e r  a

s h o r t  p e r io d ,  i - ^ a s  c u t  o f f  a g a in ,  p o s s ib ly  b e c a u s e  th e
2 7

c o n t r a c t o r s  w ore  p r e s s in g  f o r  p aym en t o f  t h e i r  d e b t s .

The m oney c o l l e c t e d  u n d e r  t h e  r a t e  s t r u c k  i n  N o vem b er was

a i l  b u t  e x h a u s te d  a n d  th e  o n ly  re m ed y  was t o  s t r i k e  a

2 8
s u p p le m e n ta r y  r a t e .  M e a n w h ile ,  m any c h a r i t a b l e  p e rs o n s

t r i e d  t o  h e lp  o u t  m  a t  l e a s t  a  l i t t l e  w ay b y  s e n d in g

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  th e  p a r is h  p r i e s t  o f  K i l r u s h ,  h r . K e l l y .

Some o f  t h i s  m oney h e  p la c e d  a t  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  th e  l o c a l

S t . V in c e n t  de P a u l S o c i e t y ,  m ore  o f  i t  he g a v e  t o  t h e  p a r is h

p r i e s t s  o f  t h e  n e ig h b o u r in g  p a r is h e s ,  p r o b a b ly  in c lu d i n g
£ 9

K i l f 'e a r a g h ,  t o  m e e t c a s e s  o f  e x tre m e  n e c e s s i t y . ~  A nd a l l  

th e  t i m e ,  t h e  p o o r  o f  K i l f e & r a g h ,  M o y a r ta  a n d  o t h e r  w e s te r n  

p a r is h e s  k e p t  p o u r in g  i n t o  K i l r u s h  i n  th e  h o p e  o f  f a r i n g  

b e t t e r  t h e r e  t h a n  a t  h o m e . F r .  K e l l y  w r o t e ;  "The n o u s e s  

o f  th e  b e n e v o le n t  an d  g o o d  a r e  a c t u a l l y  a s s a i l e d  b y  d e s t i t u t e  

p e rs o n s  s u p p l i c a t i n g  r e l i e f .  T h e i r  la m e n t a t io n s  and  s h r ie k s  

a r e  t r u l y  h e a r t r e n d i n g . "  I n  e a r l y  F e b r u a r y  th e  S t . V in c e n t



de P a u l S o c ie t y  g a t h e r e d  a  c ro v /d  o f  th e s e  p o o r  p e o p le  i n t o

a l a r g e  t im b a r y a r d  an d  d i s t r i b u t e d  one p e n n y  e a c h  t o

-lr.
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30
3 ,1 0 2  p e r s o n a .  Y e t ,  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d ,  K i l r u s h  p o r t

wa3 e x p o r t in g  c o r n  i n  f a i r l y  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s ■

A t  tn a  e n d  o f  M a rc h  th e  K i l r u s h  G u a rd ia n s  p e t i t i o n e d

32
P a r l ia m e n t  f o r  n e l p ,  a  p e t i t i o n  v ;h ic h  d ra w  fro m  The T im e s 

t h e  r e j o i n d e r  t h a t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  a i l  a l i k e ,  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  

p a u p e r s ,  p r i e s t s ,  e t c . ,  w e re  j o i n e d  i n  a  c o n s p ir a c y  " t o

d e c e iv e  t h e  s t a t e ,  t o  d e f r a u d  one a n o t h e r ,  t o  e v a d e  th e  la w s

3 3
and  p e r v e r t  r e l i e f . "  I n  K i lk e o  t h e r e  vu s  v e r y  d e f i n i t e l y

an  a t t e m p t  t o  d e f r a u d  t h e  G u a rd io n s  w hen a num ber o f  th e  

w e a l t h i e r  lo d g o -o v /n e r s ,  who w e re  n o n .-p e 3 id .e n t  f o r  th e  g r e a t e r  

p a r t  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  c la im e d  t h a t  t h e y  3hould h a v e  t o  p a y  le s s

I n  r a t e s  on th o  g ro u n d  t h a t  t h e y  w ero  n o t  I n  o c c u p a t io n  whan
3 4

t h e  r a t e  was s t r u c k .  B u t t h e  P o o r Law C o m m is s io n e rs ,

when c o n s u l t e d ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  o c c u p a t io n  o f  h o u s e s  d u r in g  

th e  b a t h in g  s e a s o n  s h o u ld  b e  h e ld  a s  e q u i v a l e n t  to  o c c u p a t 

io n  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  e n t i r e  y e a r . 35  From  a  l e t t e r  to  th o

L im e r ic k  an d  C la r e  E x a m in e r  i t  w o u ld  a p p e a r  t h a t  to w a rd s  

th e  end  o f  1 8 4 9  th e s e  same w e a l t h y  lo d g e -o w n e r s  h a d  p e t i t i o n 

ed  t h e  P o o r Lav; C o m m is s io n e rs  th a t ,  tn e  W est End o f  K i l k e e  

s n o u ld  be j o i n e d  t o  a  d i f f e r e n t  e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t .  In  w h ic h  

th e  r a t e s  w o u ld  b e  Lower - -  R3 t n e y  f e l t  t h a t  th e y  s n o u ld  

n o t  h a v e  to  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  m a ^ n te n m c e  o f  th o  n u m ero u s  

p a u p e rs  who h a d  s e t t l e d  i n  th e  l e s s  f a s h io n a b le  p a r t  o f  

th e  t o w n .55

B e s p it©  e v e r y t h in g  K i l r u s h  U n io n  m anaged  t o  w e a th e r  th e  

s to rm  m  th e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  1 8 5 0  an d  t h e  G o v ern m e n t vras so o n  

a g a in  g i v in g  g r a n t s  f r o m  th e  r a t e  i n  a i d .  H o w e v e r , on a t  

l e a s t  one o c c a s io n  t h e  w o rk h o u s e  m u s t h a v e  b e e n  on sh e  v e rg e



2 5 0

o f  c lo s u r e  a n d , o f  c o u r s e ,  th e  o u td o o r  r e l i e f  was 

s u s p e n d e d  f o r  lo n g  p e r io d s .

2 .  I n  Ki l r u s h  .vo rk h o u ae

Be h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e e n  t h a t  C o lo n e l  V a n d e la u r  was n o t

v e r y  m uch i n  f a v o u r  o f  o u td o o r  r e l i o f .  The alternative
was t o  in c r e a s e  th e  nu m b ers  o f  w o rk h o u s e  in m a te s  and

th e s e  c lim b e d  v e r y  r a p i d l y  fro m  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  J a n u a ry

1 8 5 0  o n w a rd s . By e a r l y  June t h e r e  w e re  a lm o s t  5 ,0 0 0  p e o p le

i n  K i l r u s h  W o rkh o u se  a n d  i t 3 ‘ a u x i l i a r i e s ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  d o u b le

3 7
t h e  am ount a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  y e a r .  No d o u b t ,

t o o ,  t h e  G u a r d ia n s ' p o l i c y  was a id e d  b y  th e  u n c e r t a i n t y  o f

o u td o o r  r e l i e f ,  w h ic h  w as c u t  o f f  s e v e r a l  t im e s  i n  l a t e

- . ' I n t e r  and  s p r in g .  And K i l f e a r a g h  p a r is h  p r o v id e d  i t s  own

p r o p o r t io n  o f  th e s e  - -  on  31  J a n u a ry  a lo n e  i t  was r e p o r t e d

38
c n a t  t h e r e  w e re  2 5 0  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  a d m is s io n  fro m  K i l k e s .

I n  f a c t ,  m o s t a d m is s io n  d a y s  saw h u g e  c ro w d s  f r o m  a l l  p a r t s  

c la m o u r in g  t o  g e t  i n  an d  th e  p r o c e d u re  a d o p te d  m e a n t fchSt 

m any o f  th em  m ig h t  h a v e  t o  go  aw ay u n h e a rd . E v e ry  a p p l ic a n t  

h a d  t o  h a v e  h i s  c a s e  f o r  a d m is s io n  e x a m in e d  by some o f  th e  

G u a rd ia n s  a n d  i f  t h e r e  w e re  n o t  e n o u g h  o f  them  p r e s e n t  m any  

m ig h t  h a v e  t o  go aw ay w i t h o u t  e v e n  g e t t i n g  an o p p o r t u n i t y  

o f  m a k in g  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  - -  an d  t h e y  " 'o u ld  h a v e  t o  w a i t
f

u n t i l  th e  n e x t  a d m is s io n  d a y ,  a  w ee k  l a t e r .  C a p ta in

K e n n e d y , i n  one o f  h i s  r e p o r t s ,  d e s c r ib e d  th e  s i t u a t i o n  

3 9
on 2 F e b r u a r y ;
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The l i s t  was n o t  com m enced t i l l  3  p .m . and tn o  

m ore  d i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n s ,  K i l b a l l y o v e n  and  K i lm u r r y ,  

w e re  n o t  com m enced t i l l  6 p .m . w hen th e  m a j o r i t y

o f  a p p l i c a n t s ,  h a v in g  1 5  o r  2 0  m i le s  to  t r a v e l ,  

h a d  r e t u r n e d  home and  d id  n o t  a p p e a r .  The  

a p p l ic a n t s  f ro m  X i l d y s a r t ,  K i l f i d d a n e  a n d  E iL k e e  

w e re  s e n t aw ay u n d e c id e d  o n .

*
t
t

, t

i i
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And t h r e e  m o n th s  l a t e r  the. same t h i n g  was s t i l l

happening. Although at least throo Guardians were
p r e s e i i t  on 9 M ay t h e  c h a irm a n  a lo n e  was r u l i n g  t h e  h o o k s

a n d  ” 36  h o u rs  w o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  h a v e  s u f f i c e d  t o  h e a r

an d  r u l e  e a c h  c a s e ."  As a  r e s u l t ,  m any a g a in  h a d  t o  h e

s e n t  aw ay u n h e a rd  an d  u n r e l i e v e d .  C a p t a in  K e n n e d y 's

comment w a s : " I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  s y s te m  i s  c a r r i e d  on t o
40

an u n w a r r a n t a b le  an d  i m p o l i t i c  e x t e n t . "  One s u s p e c ts

t h a t  i t  w as u s e d  a s  a  m e th o d  o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  n u m b e rs  w hen

t h e r e  w e re  to o  m any a p p l i c a t i o n s .

W h at was l i f e  l i k e  i n  t h e  w o rk h o u s e  f o r  t h e  m any

p e o p le  f ro m  K i l f e a r a g h  p a r is h  who e n t e r e d  i t  a t  t h i s

p e r io d ?  On 2 5  M a rc h  1 3 5 0  th e  d 5 .e t p r o v id e d  f o r  uhs in m a te s  

4 1
was as  f o l l o v / 3 $

1. A b le b o d le d  W o rk in g  M a le s

B r e a k f a s t  -  6 02 I n d i a n  M e a l;  2 0 2 . r i c e ;  1 0 2 . b u t t e r

D in n e r  -  l b  os e y e  a n d  w h o le  f l o o r  b r e a d ;  J o in t s  s o u p .

2 . A b le b o d le d  YtforkSng F e m a le s

B r e a k f a s t  -  5 ^  02 I n d i a n  M e a l an d  I *  o z . r i c o ;  1  o z .b u h t e r

D in n e r  -  1 4  o z . r y e  a n d  w h o le  f l o u r  b r e a d ;  l-£  p i n t s  sstup.

3 .  P e rs o n s  nob a t  " o r k ,  a n d  In f i . r m
f

B r e a k f a s t  -  4-g 0 2 . I n d i a n  m e a l and  l |  0 2 . r i c e ;  1  o z . b u t t e r .
£
L D in n e r  -  1 2  o z . r y a  and  w h o le  f l o u r  b r e a d ;  1^- 0 2 . s o u p .
•t

4 C h i ld r e n  u n d o r  1 5  and  o v e r  9
f
* B r e a k t a s t  -  3 f  o z . I n d i a n  m e a l;  I 4- o z . r i c o ;  p i n t  new m i l k
%

f D in n e r  -  1 0  0 2 . r y e  a n d  w h o le  f l o u r  b r e a d ;  1  p i n t  s o u p .

r S u p p er —  4  o z . r y e  a n d  w h o le  f l o u r  b r e a d ;  p i n t  s o u p .
¥

T h is  was th e  o f f i c i a l  d i e t ,  g i v in g  tw o  m o a is  a  d a y  t o  

a d u l t s .  B u t w hen a  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s  s t r u c k ,  th e  p a u p e rs  

c o u ld  f i n d  th e m s e lv e s  d in in g  m a in ly  on t u r n i p s ,  as  i n



D ecem ber-, o r  on  h a l f  r a t i o n s ,  a s  h a p p e n e d  i n  l a t e  

42
F e o r u a r y .  > •

The average cost of the iopd per inmate at this period
was p r o b a b ly  s c a r c e ly  a  p e n n y  a d a y .  A t a n y  r a t e ,  a  y e a r

l a t e r  w hen r h e  d i e t  h a d  im p ro v e d  t o  some e x t e n t ,  i t  was
4 3

c o s t in g  o n ly  8 d  p e r  w e e k  p e r  p e r s o n .  D r .  M adden
4-1

com m ented on i t  a t  t h i s  s t a g e :  " I n  t h e  K i l r u s h  d i e t a r y ,

t h e n ,  we lo o k  i n  v a i n  f o r  a n im a l  f o o d ,  f o r  v e g e t a b le s ,
4 5

f o r  m J lk ,  a n d  in d e e d  f o r  b r e a d  f i t  f o r  th e  fo o d  o f  m a n ."

A3 th e  n u m b ers  a d m it t e d  t o  th e  w o rk h o u s e  g r e w , so

a ls o  d id  th e  n u m b ers  r e q u i r i n g  t r e a t m e n t  i n  th e  i n f i r m a r y .

A v i s i t o r  i n  A p r i l  1 8 5 0  s a id  he fo u n d  f o u r  b o y s  an d  one

man„ a l l  o f  th e m  i l l ,  i n  a  b e d  n o t  to o  l a r g e  f o r  one p e rs o n

C o lo n e l  V a n d e le u r ' s r e p l y  was t h a t  t h e y  h a d  tw o  beds  
46

d raw n  t o g e t h e r .  A y e a r  l a t e r ,  c o m m e n tin g  on a  r e m a rk

t h a t  t h e r e  w e re  t h r e e  p a t i e n t s  i n  e a c h  b o d  i n  th e  i n f i r m a r y

lie  s a id  t h a t  t n e r e  w e re  7 9  b e d s  f o r  1 8 0  p a t i e n t s  "so  t h a t

47
fe w  o f  th e  b e d s  c o n t a in e d  t h r e e  p a t i e n t s . "  S e e m in g ly  h e  

r e g a r d e d  t h i s  as  q u i t e  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  T h ro u g h o u t t h e  

r e m a in d e r  o f  t h e  w o rk h o u s e  i t  13 d o u b t f u l  i f  th e  s i t u a t i o n  

was a n y  b e t t e r .

A n o th e r  c o m p la in t  m ade a b o u t th e  h o u s e , an d  q u i t e  

a s e r io u s  o n e , w as th e  w a n t o f  s u f f i c i e n t  w a rm th  d u r in g  

th e  w i n t e r  o f  1 3 4 9 - 5 0 .  And e v e n  f o r  a  w h il  o , th o u g h  I t
48was surrounded by bog3 , there was a total Lack; oi lire s.

At first sight, poor heating might not seem to be a very 
serious complaint. But the people of vjost Glare always 
had a very ao; *r Tcpply of sri onl wcio neb '• o woil- 
n o a t e o  <5 / ' / i  * f  f m o k y  o o u . , i o ’j .  ';■> ¿4 »>1 o  '/<,'>> '.'¡j / e / i o  t i ' ^ d

that they complained more of the want of sufficient warmth 
than of any other part of the discipline of the workhouse.



Si a ls o  h i n t e d  r a t h e r  b r o a d ly  t h a t  s o m e th in g  c o u ld  be done  

49
i0 o a t t h i s .  C o lo n e l  V a n d e le u r ,  h o w e v e r ,  f e l t  t h a t  i t

ïu u ld  be im p o s s ib le  t o  g iv e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  l a r g e  n u m b ers

in  t h e i r  own hom es t h e y  h a d  b e e n  a c c u s to m e d  " t o  s i t  i n
5 0

-rsry la r g e  c h im n e y s ."

$ , M o r t a l i t y

As th e  G u a rd ia n s  a n d  C a p t a in  K e n n e d y  g r a p p le d  w i t h

f t s t  f i n a n c i a l  an d  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p ro b le m s  i n  th e  e a r l y

ftttitfcs o f  1 -350, m e m o rie s  o f  th e  S la u g h te r h o u s e  r e v iv e d

«•nee a g a in  w i t h  a  r a p i d l y  r i s i n g  d e a t h  r a t e .  T h e re  h a d

^ isn  505 d e a th s  i n  th e  w o rk h o u s e  i n  t h e  y e a r  e n d ed

tt 'S a n te m b e r  1 8 4 9  - -  a  b i g  d e c r e a s e  fro m  th e  1 0 7 0  i n  
51

1S47 and p e rh a p s  r e f l e c t i n g  th e  im p ro v e m e n ts  b r o u g h t

êlxm t by C a p ta in  K e n n e d y . B u t th e  t i d e  h a d  t u r n e d  a g a in

fifch a ven g e a n c e  an d  i n  th e  m o n th  o f  A p r i l  1 8 5 0  a lo n e

!>5 d e a th s  o c c u r r e d .  And i n  th e  t w e lv e  m o n th s  fro m  25

¿Urch 1 850  t o  25 M a rc h  1 9 5 1  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b er o f  d e a th s  was
5 2

iCOUt 1 ,7 0 0  o r  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  1 4 0  p e r  m o n th . M r .^ .H .L u c a s ,

& fo o r  Law I n s p e c t o r ,  a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  h e a v y  m o r t a l i t y  to
5 3

the low  p h y s ic a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  th o s e  e n t e r in g ;

A l a r g e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  t h e  p a u p e r  p o p u la t io n  o f

K i l r u s h  U n io n  h a v in g  h i t h e r t o  e x i s t e d  i n  a  g r e p t

m e as u re  on t u r n i p s  an d  o t h e r  v e g e t a b le s ,  i t  i s

no w o n d e r t h a t  d e b i l i t y ,  d y s e n t e r y  a n d  d ia r r h o e a

s h o u ld  no»' p ro v e  so f a t a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  vdien i t  i s
5 4

c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  t u r n i p s  a t  t h i s  s e a s o n  becom e  

u n f i t  f o r  human f o o d .

th is  one m ig h t  add  t h a t  th e  f o u r  t o  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  h u n g e r  

m a  now t a k in g  t l a e i r  t o l l .  A fe w  y e a r s  p r e v i o u s l y  m o s t 

fi®€'j>ie had b een  a b le  t o  m ake t h e i r  own way t o  th e  '« -orkaouse



now a v a s t  num ber w e re  b e in g  b r o u g h t  on c a r t s  b y  fc h e ir  

f r ie n d s  o r  r e l a t i o n s .  D r .  M adden saw a  l a r g e  n u m b er o f  

low  b a c k e d  c a r 3 , f ro m  w h ic h  th e  h o r s e s  h a d  b e e n  u n y o k e d ,  

ran g ed  a ro u n d  th e  w a l l  i n  f r o n t  o f  th e  w o rk h o u s e . "On  

th e s e  c a r s  th e  a p p l ic a n t s  f o r  a d m is s io n  w e re  l y i n g  

s t r e tc h e d  on s t r a w ,  c h i e f l y  a g e d  p e o p le  o f  b o t h  s e x e s ,  

and c h i l d r e n ,  e v e n  i n f a n t s .  On some c a r s  t h e r e  w e re  as  

many as f o u r  o r  f i v e  p a l l i d ,  l i s t l e s s ,  e m a c ia t e d ,  ra g g e d  

c h i ld r e n ;  on o t h e r s ,  fa m is h e d  c r e a t u r e s ,  f a r  g o n e  i n  

f e v e r ,  d y s e n te r y  an d  d r o p s y ,  u n a b le  t o  w a lk ,  s ta n d  o r  e v e n  

to  s i t  u p r i g h t .

A lth o u g h  m any a d u l t s  w e re  now s u f f e r i n g  v e r y  g r e a t l y ,

i t  was t h e  c n i i d r e n  who w e re  w o r s t  h i t  b y  d is e a s e  an d

d e a th  as  t h e y  h a d  e v e n  l e s s  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  w i t h s t a n d  a lo n g

p e r io d  o f  d e p r i v a t i o n .  H o w e v e r , t h e  H e v .S id n e y  G o d o lp h in

Osborne re m a rk e d  t h a t  h e  w as c o m fo r te d  b y  th e  f a c t  t n a t

5 6
few  s t a r v in g  c h i ld r e n  seem ed t o  b e  i n  g r e a t  p a i n : '

' I t  h a s  n e v e r  b een  my l o t  t o  h e a r  one s in g le

c h i l d ,  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  f e v e r  o r  d y s e n t e r y ,  u t t e r  

a  moan o f  p a in ;  I  h a v e  s e e n  m any i n  th e  v e r y  

a c t  o f  d e a t h ,  s t i l l  n o t  a  t e a r ,  n o t  a  c r y .  I  

h a v e  s c a r c e ly  e v e r  s e e n  one e n d e a v o u r  t o  ch an g e  

h i s  o r  h e r  p o s i t i o n .  I  h a v e  n e v e r  h e a r d  one  

a s k  f o r  fo o d ,  f o r  w a t e r  - -  f o r  a n y t h in g ;  tw o , 

t h r e e ,  o r  f o u r  i n  a  b e d , t h e r e  t h e y  l i e  a n d  d i e ,  

i f  s u f f e r i n g ,  s t i l l  e v e r  s i l e n t ,  u n m o v ed .

In  K i l r u s h  W o rkh o u se  m ost o f  th e  d e a th s  w e re  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  

Of th e  2 13  d e a th .3 ,  f o r  e x a m p le , I n  A p r i l  13-50 , 1 6 7  w e re  

o f c h i ld r e n  a g e d  14  a n d  u n d e r. ^
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The c h i ld r e n  who d ie d  w e re  u n d o u b te d ly  b e t t e r  o f f

than t h o 3 o who l i v e d  - -  i 'o r  i n  th e  w o rk h o u s e  i t  was

s im p ly  im p o s s ib le  vo c a r e  a d e q u a t e ly  f o r  th e m . I n  t h e

Leadmore a u x i l i a r y  o v e r  1 ,5 0 0  " h e a l t h y ’’ c h i l d r e n  we r e

under th e  c a r e  o f  tw o  t e a c h e r s .  And i n  th e  B a l l y e r a

a u x i l i a r y  f e l l o w  p a u p e rs  w e re  i n  c h a rg e  o f  o v e r  1 2 0  s ic k

c h i ld r e n ,  w h i le  t h e  same s i t u a t i o n  p r e v a i l e d  i n  a n o th e r
5 8

b u i ld in g  ’w h ere  b h e re  w ere  2 0 0  c h i l d r e n ,  a g e d  2 - 5 .

4 . Kilru3h O n io n  under I n v e s t i g a t i o n

From  th e  t im e  o f  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  C a p ta in  K e n n e d y ’ 3 

r e p o r ts  on th e  e v i c t i o n s ,  K i l r u s h  U n io n  re m a in e d  v e r y  m uch  

b e fo re  t h e  p u b l i c  e y e ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  so d u r in g  th e  

f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s  o f  l a t e  1 8 4 9  a n d  e a r l y  1 3 5 0 .  I n  t h e  

House o f  Commons M r . P o u le fc t S c ro p e  m ade s u r e  t h a t  h is  

f e l lo w  LI• F s . w e re  k e p t  f u l l y  in f o r m e d .  On 7 M a rc h  1 8 5 0  

he g ave  a  c o m p re h e n s iv e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  w h a t  w as t a k in g  

p la c e  an d  p o in t e d  t o  th e  in a d e q u a c y  o f  th e  r e l i e f  m a c h in e r y .  

"Who was r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  t h i s  r e f u s a l  o f  r e l i e f ?  The  

g u a rd ia n s  th r e w  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  on th e  P o o r Lav; 

C o m m iss io n ers  a n d  t h e  C o m m is s io n e rs  th r e w  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

on th e  G o v e rn m e n t. ” A l l  h e  w a n te d  was a  c o m m is s io n  bo

in q u ir e  i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r  a n d  s u g g e s t a  re m e d y . B u t h i s
59

m o tio n  was d e f e a t e d ,  76 -  6 3 .  E ig h t  d a y s  l a t e r  M r .

Scrope v;a3 i n q u i r i n g  a b o u t  th e  e v i c t i o n s  b u t  was in fo r m e d  

by L o rd  John R u s s e l l  t h a t  t h e r e  was no m e a s u re  i n

c o n te m p la t io n  b y  H e r  M a j e s t y ’ s G o v e rn m e n t t o  p u t  an  end

60
to  t h a t  o f  w h ic h  th e  h o n o u r a b le  g e n t le m a n  c o m p la in e d .

H o w e v e r , o f f i c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  h a d  b e e n  d ra w n  t o  K i l r u s h

Union and i n  t h e  end  o f  M a rc h  M r .B o u r k e ,  a  P o o r Lav;

6 Jl
In s p e c t o r ,  w as s e n t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  H is  r e p o r t ,



je s u b m itte d  a  fe w  w eeks la f c e r ,  d id  n o t  g o t  to  th e  c o r e  Oj.
$fv

the d i f f i c u l t y  b u t  d i d  make th e  a d m is s io n  t h a t  th e  o u td o o r

|s  r e l i e f  b e in g  g iv e n  t o  th e  p e o p le  was " c l e a r l y  in a d e q u a te

Î  to  s u p p lv  t h e i r  w a n ts "  —  a s  t h e y  g o t  n o t h in g  t o  s u p p ly

£  them w i t h  lo d g in g  o r  c lo t h i n g  o r  a n y  k in d  o f  fo o d  a p a r t

6 2
^  from th e  m e a l -w hich t h e y  w e re  d o le d  o u t .  M e a n w h ile ,

' d u rin g  A p r i l ,  M r .  S c ro p e  c o n t in u e d  h i s  o n e -m an  c a m p a ig n
6 5

in  P a r l ia m e n t  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y ,  i n  m id  M a y , s u c c e e d e d  i n

h is  o b je c t iv e  o f  g e t t i n g  a  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  C o m m itte e  to  

in q u ir e  i n t o  K i l r u s h  U n io n .  T h is  C o m m itte e  h a d  f i f t e e n  

members i n c lu d in g  S i r  L u c iu s  O 'B r i e n ,  L o r d  N a a s , The E a r l  

o f A ru n d e l an d  S u r r e y  and  M r .  S c ro p e  h i m s e l f  as  c h a ir m a n .  

I t s  te rm s  o f  r e f e r e n c e  w o re  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  a d m in is t 

r a t io n  o f  th e  P o o r Law i n  K i l r u s h  U n io n  s in c e  29  S e p te m b e r  

1 8 4 8 .64

A t th e  e n d  o f  May th e  i n q u i r y  g o t  u n d e r  w ay and  a

number o f  w i tn e s s e s  i n c lu d i n g  C a p t a in  K e n n e d y , C o lo n e l

V a n d e ie u r , M a rc u s  Keane a n d  F r .  M e e h a n , P .P .  o f  M o y a r ta

and K i ib a i ly o v /e n ,  t r a v e l l e d  t o  L o n d o n  t o  g iv e  e v id e n c e .

As one e x c o c t ,  th e  e v id e n c e  o f  p e o p le  w i t h  su ch

v d d e ly  d i f f e r i n g  v ie w p o in t s  d i d  n o t  q u i t e  t a l l y  b u b , a t

th e  same t i m e ,  t h e r e  was no d o u b t i n  t h e  m in d  o f  an yo n e

about th e  m is e r a b le  s t a t e  o f  K i l r u s h  U n io n .  Two r e p o r t s

were d raw n  u p ,  n e i t h e r  o f  w h ic h  was a d o p te d  b y  th e

o o m m itte e . One o f  t h e s e ,  w r i t t e n  b y  M r .  S c r o p e , c o n c lu d e d  
65

as f o l lo w s :

I t  i s  v ' i t h  r e g r o t  t h a t  y o u r  C o m m itte e  come t o  th e

c o n c lu s io n  t h a t ,  w h e th e r  as r e g a r d s  th e  p l a i n

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  h u m a n ity ,  o r  t h e  l i t e r a l  t e x t  and  

a d m it te d  p r i n c i p l e , o f  t h e  P o o r Law o f  1 8 4 7 ,  a 
n e g le c t  o f  p u b l i c  d u ty  ha3 o c c u r r e d ,  an d  h a s



occasioned a state of things disgraceful to a 
civilized age and country, for which some
authority ought to be held responsible.

Another report, drawn up by Sir Lucius O'Brien and
0 5endorsed by many of the committee, was not; as crJticel

of the landlords as was Scrope’s.
The principal people involved in relief v.orh In -

West Glare were now passing from the scene. Already
67Captain Mann had been transferred to mngland and, 

shortly after his return from London, Captain Kennedy 
learned that he had been moved to Kilkenny." This was 
something for which many of the Guardians had undoubtedly 
been agitating behind the scenes fox’ some time as Captain 
Kennedy’s exposure of the numerous evictions had long sine 
rendered him a persona non grata. At their mooting in 
mid August it was al!egod that Kennedy had deliberately 
misinformed the public by arranging a ” show box’1 at Doonbeg 
—  thus endeavouring ao blacken the character ox the

G
Guardians. This slander was 1st pass but a iurtuer 
attack on him in October was replied to "'itn a letter to
Vandelour in which Captain Kennedy’s true feelings were

_ ., ,  ̂ 70 „
r e v o a x e a .  I n  i t  h e  w r o t e :  " io u  a ro  a s  p r o d i g a l  o f

life at one time, as you are of character at another'’ and
went on to^challenge Vandeleur to a duel. LnfortunateJy,
the newspaper report, to which Captain Kennedy reacted had
not been correct and the offensive statement L e d  been mcde
by scire one other than Colonel Vandeleur. But Vandeleur
did nov reveal this to Kennedy and when the lacier did

*71discover his mistake, his apology was not accepted.



Instead, Vnndeieur went on to bring an action against
Kennedy for his insulting letter and challenge to a duel.
This case was tried at Cork Assises in August 1851 with
Kennedy's defence conducted by two very noted advocates,
Isaac Butt and Cir CoJLn,an O ’Loughlin. Vandeleur's action

failed when the jury disagreed -- seven reportedly being
72for acquittal and five for conviction. Thus ended 

Captain Kennedy's connection with Kilrush Union, in the
73

service cf which he had worked In so dedicated a manner.
If Colonel Vandeleur and the other Guardians had 

disposed, of one thorn in their sides when Captain Kennedy 
was transferred, they soon began to suffer considerable 
embarrassment from another direction. The Rev. Sidney 
Godolphin Osborne, who had already shown considerable 
interest in Kilrush Union, began to write fairly regularly 
to The Times in the spring of 1851 giving progress reports 
on the destitution and misery in the area and pointing

74out where he considered the authorities were falling down. 
This interest sprang from a deep humanitarian feeling 
and quite clearly there was an intense personal involve-

ry

ment on his part. In late March or early April ho wrote:* 
When, the other day, I looked on the Crystal Palace 
and thought of Kilrush Workhouse, as I have seen it 
and now know it to be, I confess I felt, as a 
Christian and the sixbject of a Christian government, 
utter- disgust.

Osborne's letters received such attention that the 
Poor Law Commissioners asked Mr. Lucas, their inspector 
at Kilrush, to submit a report and this wax published as 
a refutation of some points made by Osborne.' Bhortlv



a f t e r v a r d s  tw o  d o c t o r s ,  H i l l  an d  H u g h e s , w e re  a p p o in te d  

as t e m p o r a r y  lu e d ic a l  in s p e c t o r s  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  th e
77

s a n i t o r y  s t a t e  o f  K i l r u s h  a n d  E n n is ty m o n  h o r k h o u s e s .

T h ese  a r r i v e d  i n  E i l r u s h  i n  e a r l y  A u g u s t b u t  t h e i r  m e th o d

o f  p ro c e d u re  s o o n  a ro u s e d  g r a v e  s u s p ic io n  es  t o  t h e  p o s s ib le
7 8

b ie s  o f  t h e i r  r e p o r t .  M r .  0 3 b o rn e  c la im e d  t h a t  th e y

h a d  s p e n t  a d a y  w i t h  C o lo n e l  V a n d e le u r  on  h i s  y a c h t . b e f o r e
79

b e g in n in g  t h e i r  w o r k ,  w h i le  th e  M u n s te r  K eys d e s c r ib e d
80

th e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  as  a  f a r c e .

I n  t h e  m e a n tim e  K i l r u s h  U n io n  w as m e n t io n e d  s e v e r a l

t im e s  i n  th e  H ouse  o f  Commons, w h e re  M r . S c ro p e  made an
8 1

u n s u c c e s s fu l  a t t e m p t  t o  g e t  l i s t s  o f  d e a th s  p u b l is h e d .

i i r .  O sb o rn e  w as a ls o  c la m o u r in g  f o r  a s i m i l a r  p u b l i c a t i o n

and e v e n t u a l l y ,  on t h e  m o t io n  o f  M r .  R e y n o ld s  M . P . ,  a  

8 2
B lu e  Book c o n t a in in g  s u c h  l i s t s  w as o r d e r e d  t o  be p u b l i s h 

e d . 0 '" I t  c o n ta in e d  th e  names o f  a l l  -who d ie d  i n  K i l r u s h  

and K n n is ty m o n  W o rk h o u s e s  b e tw e e n  25  M a rc h  1 8 5 0  and  

25 M a rc h  1 8 5 1  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a g e ,  sex., c a u s e  and d a te  o f

d e a t h .  When a  w r i t e r  i n  th e  M u n s te r  News saw a  c o p y  o f
8 4

i t  h i s  r e a c t i o n  p r o b a b ly  summed up  t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  m a n y ;

"Nc w o n d e r i t  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  so lo n g  w i t h h e ld ,  i t  i s  

an a p p a l l i n g  an d  t e r r i b l e  c o m p i la t i o n . "  B u t ,  t h e n ,  so  

was th e  w h o le  h i s t o r y  o f  K i l r u s h  M o rk h o u s e  i n  th e  p r e v io u s  

f i v e  y e a r s .

5 .  S u p p l ie s  o f  F o o d
8 5

I n  1 8 4 9  t h e  h a r v e s t ,  i n c lu d i n g  th e  c r o p  o f  p o t a t o e s ,  

was a  good one b u t  i n s u f f i c i e n t  p o t a t o e s  h a d  b e e n  sown t o  

make a n y  a p p r e c ia b le  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  tn e  

p o p u la t io n .  The s t r o n g e r  f a r m e r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  had  s u f f ic ie n t  

to  e n a b le  them, t o  p u t  a  go o d  s u p p ly  on th e  m a rk e r  a n d , i n



th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  1 8 5 0 ,  w hen U o  w o rk h o u s e  r e s o u r c e s

wore u n d e r  s e v e r e  s t r a i n ,  K i l r u s h  m a r k e t  w as c h o c k  f u l l

o f  p r o d u c e . On 16 F e b r u a r y  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a

p e d e s t r ia n  t o  w a lk  a lo n g  th e  p u b l i c  p a th w a y  b e c a u s e  o f
86

th e  l a r g e  am ount o f  fo o d , f o r  s a l e .  And i n  May a

v i s i t o r  t o  K i lk e o  re m a rk e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w as r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e

t h a t  m any h a d  v a s t  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  p o t a t o e s  h o a rd e d  u p  f o r

8 7
h ig h  p r ic e s  i n  t h e  e n s u in g  m o n th .

Yihen M r .  S c ro p e  w as d r a w in g  u p  h i s  r e p o r t  f o r

P a r l ia m e n t  d u r in g  t h e  summer h e  was im p re s s e d  b y  th e

am ount o f  fo o d  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  th e  p e rs o n  w i t h
88

money t o  p u r c h a s e .  I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  h e  w r o t e :

T h is  i s  no c a s e  o f  f a m in e ;  p r o v is io n s  l a v e  b e e n  

u n p r e c e d e n t e d iy  c h e a p  an d  p l e n t i f u l  th r o u g h o u t  

t h e  p e r io d  t o  w h ic h  t h e  i n q u i r i e s  o f  Y o u r  C o m m itte e  

e x t e n d .

W h eth er t h e  p r o v is io n s  w o u ld  h a v e  p ro v e d  s u f f i c i e n t  i f  

th e  money h a d  b e e n  a v a i l a b l e  i s  a n o th e r  q u e s t io n  w h ic h  

can n o t be a n s w e re d  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .  H o w e v e r , a  v e r y  la r g o  

number o f  p e o p le  h a d  no  r e a d y  m oney an d  n o  p r o s p e c t  o f  

o b ta in in g  a n y  a n d  so th e y  m ade t h e i r  v c y  to  th e  w o rkh o u se  

f o r  in d o o r  o r  o u td o o r  r e l i e f ,  p a s s in g  t n a  c a r t s  lo a d e d  

w ith  p o ta to e s  a n d  o t h e r  fo o d  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  K i l r u s h .

In  1 851  th e  am ount o f  fo o d  f o r  s a le  may n o t  h a v e  been  

q u it©  &0 l a r g e  a s  th e  summer o f  1 8 5 0  saw a r e c u r r e n c e  o f  

b l i g h t . 89
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CHAPTER EIGHTEEN  

EM IG RATIO N

E ven  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  p o t a t o  f a i l u r e  o f  1 8 4 5  t h e r e

was a l r e a d y  e m ig r a t io n  on a  f a i r l y  l a r g e  s c a le  t o  N o r th

A m e ric a  fro m  m any p a r t s  o f  I r e l a n d ,  w h i l e  t h e r e  w as a ls o

a lo n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  s e a s o n a l  m i g r a t io n  t o  B r i t a i n  fro m

th e  W est a n d  n d r t h - w a s t .  A l th o u g h  t h e r e  was c e r t a i n l y

some e m ig r a t io n  t o  A m e r ic a  f ro m  K i l i e a r a g h  p e r is h ,  i t

was on a v e r y  s m a l l  s c a l e . ' 1' N e i t h e r  was t h e r e  v e r y  much

m ig r a t io n .  On t h i s  s u b je c t  C a p ta jn  K en n ed y  com m ented i n
✓

1850 t h a t  f e v e r  p e o p le ,  i n  h i s  o p in io n ,  m ig r a t e d  fro m

K i l r u s h  U n io n  t h a n  f r o m  p r o b a b ly  a n y  o t h e r  u n io n  i n  ’ fl,

I r e l a n d .  The r e a s o n  h e  a s s ig n e d  was th e  g e o g r a p h ic a l
2

l o c a t io n  o f  th e  u n io n .

I n  1 8 4 5  L o rd  S t a n le y  com m ented on th e  I r i s h  a t t i t u d e
3

to  e m ig r a t io n  a s  f e l l o w s :

The '//arm a t ta c h m e n t  o f  th e  I r i s h  p e a s a n t  t o  t h e  

l o c a l i t y  w h e re  h e  w as b o r n  a n d  b r o u g h t  up  w i l l  

a lw a y s  m ake th e  b e s t  a n d  m o s t c a r e f u l l y  c o n d u c te d  

scheme c f  e m ig r a t io n  a m a t t e r  o f  p a i j i f u l  s a c r i f i c e  

f o r  th e  e m ig r a n t .

H ow ever, as p o t a t o  f a i l u r e ,  e v i c t i o n  and  s t a r v a t i o n  c ro w d e d  

on to p  o f  one a n o t h e r  i n  th e  y e a r s  w h ic n  f o l l o w e d ,  t h i s  

a t t i t u d e  c h a n g e d  t o  an  a lm o s t  f r e n z i e d  d e s i r e  t o  s a i l  f o r  

th e  New W o r ld  and a  new  11 f  e .

The f i r s t  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  p o u a to  c r o p  in d u c e d  q u i t e  a  

number o f  f a i r l y  w e l l  t o  do p e o p le  t o  le a v e  I r e l a n d  in
4

th e  s p r in g  o f  1 8 4 6 .  A f t e r  t h e  s e c o n d  f a i l u r e  e m ig r a t io n  

put i t s e l f  f o r c i b l y  b e f o r e  th e  m in d s  o f  m any m o re , b o th  

o f p r o s p e c t iv e  e m ig r a n ts  an d  o f f i c i a l s .  In  N ovem ber 1 84 6



G overnm ent, t h a t  an  e x t e n s iv e  s y s te m  o f  e m ig r a t io n  o f f e r e d
5

th e  o n ly  s o l u t i o n  t o  th e  c o u n t r y ’ s p r o b le m s . And a  fe w

w eeks l a t e r  C a p ta in  W yn n e , a  B o a rd  o f  W orks o f f i c i a l  i n
6

C la r e ,  m ade a s i m i l a r  s u g g e s t io n .

I n  th e  s p r in g  o f  1 8 4 7 ,  7dien t h e  new y e a r ’ 3 s a i l i n g s  

resum ed a f t e r  t h e  w i n t e r  r e c e s s ,  th e  h e a d lo n g  f l i g h t  f r o m  

th e  la n d  b e g a n . O b s e rv e rs  a t  t h e  t im e  w e re  o f  th e  

o p in io n  t h a t  i t  was th e  s m a l l  f a r m e r ,  i f  n o t  th e  c la s s
7

above h >m, who fo rm e d  th e  b a c k b o n e  o f  th e  1 8 4 7  m o v e m e n t.
«» V

And i t  i s  a t  t h i s  s t a g e ,  a n d  among t h i s  g r o u p ,  t h a t  we g e t

th e  f i r s t  m e n t io n  o f  e m ig r a t io n  f ro m  K i l f e a r a g h  p a r is h .

In  M a rc h  1 8 4 7  i t  was s t a t e d  t h a t  in  K i l k e e  m any v e r e  t r y i n g

to  s e l l  t h e i r  fa rm s  and lo d g e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  le a v e  vhe
8

c o u n try  f o r  A m e r ic a .

I n  M a rc h  1 8 4 7  M r . G r e g o r y ,  who in t r o d u c e d  th e  n o t o r io u s

’’q u a r t e r - a c r e "  c la u s e ,  p ro p o s e d  a n o th e r  am endm ent t o  th e

G o v e rn m e n t’ s r e l i e f  b i l l ,  w h ic h  w as a c c e p te d .  A c c o r d in g

to thi3 amendment, if the landlord of an occupier of under
£5 v a l u a t i o n  p a id  tw o  t h i r d s  o f  th e  c o s t  o f  t h e  o c c u p ie r s '

e m ig r a t io n ,  t h e  u n io n  m ig h t  p r o v id e  th e  r e m a in d e r ,  even
o

i f  t h e  t e n a n t  h a d  s p e n t  no  t im e  i n  th e  w o rk h o u s e . ~ a

m onth l a t e r  when C o lo n e l  V a n d e le u r ,  l a n d lo r d  a n d  C h a irm a n

o f th e  B o ard  o f  G u a r d ia n s ,  o f f e r e d  t r e e  p a s s a g e s  t o  A m e ric a
10

to  h as  t e n a n t r y ,  he w as p r o b a b ly  t r y i n g  to  a v a i l  o f  t h i s  

p r o v is io n .  I t  d o es  n o t  seem t h a t  v e r y  m a ry  a v a i l e d  o f  

th is  o f f e r  a n d  t h o i e  i s  n o  m e n t io n  o f  a n y  s l m i i a r  o f f e r  by  

the o t h e r  la n d lo r d s  i n  K i l f e a r a g h  p a r is h .

the Kilrush Union Guardians decided to inform the
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from the spring of 1347 on the flow of emigration 11
from many parts of Ireland, continued to gather moment\..m.
In West Clare, however, tho movement was scarcely as

pronounced as elsewhere for about two years. But as
failure followed failure, with the resultant wholesale
evictions of 1848 and 1849, the poor began to give very
serious thought to the prospect of emigration, no matter
how much they disliked it. nevertheless, whatever their
mental attitude, for most of then emigration vas not a
practical preposition. As Captain Kennedy wrote in early 

11November 1843:

The habits of the poor of this district are 
repugnant to emigration -- they have neither the 
means nor energy when left unassisted.

I n  e a r l y  1849  C a p ta in  B t u d a e r t ,  R . H . ,  o f  P e L l a ,

Eilrush, published a pamphlet entitled Plan for free
12Emigrate on indicating the local interest in the matter.

A few months later Intending emigrants got a further
impetus from the cholera epidemic. And in april 1349 a
iotter-writer to the freeman * a Journe 1 from Kj irusii
indicated the mood of tho people but slab their still

13unresolved major problem:
The only desire that seems no fill the minds of the 
people Is to get out of the country to America -- 
but comparatively few among those who are most 
desirous to go have the means.

Meanwhile, a very partial solution to the problem 
of pauper emigration had come from tho uovernment. In 
1848 it v/as deended to select female orphans from vork- 

houses throughout the country for emlbraiIon to Australia.

^ *>3
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iPA The unions were to prcvf&bfthe girl^2p;ith clothing for

$*■
the journey and send them to Plymouth, Ann tLero the
Emigration Commissioners took over and provided special

14shjps to bring the girls to Australis. In Deoember

Ai' 1848 Lieutenant henry, R.N., the 3nJ.gr at ion C omrni sal oner c 1
Dublin agent, visited XiJLru3h Aorlchousa a.it ^elected

15thirty young giri3, who were Latex* on boarn a ship which 
sailed ^rom Plymouth in mid January 1349 vith 500 orphans

on board. It 13 quice possible ts>l this was not the
S  * * * J
Iff first such group to leave Kilrush, as there had been many 

otherp sailings in the previous months, and cbers may Lav'

-been others before" the general scheme came to an end in
!4V 17April L850 . Opposition in Australia was the reason
ISA for'the cessation of this type of ass'sted emigration.

¡ f  ’ Yet, in hay 1851 .vs find fthao 150 female^' paupers iron
Ennis, Ennlstymon and Kilrusn unions embarked at Dublin

18of or Plymouth en route to Australia. Thoir pi eels-3

r'i- 1

A
■ A/i"
4 ‘A’A%, '
w L

d>ii destination was probably Tasmania, because chare can bo
'"little doubc that the group of 45 from IfiLrnAu Union
which left Pl/mourh for there in lave .¿av ox e j J u n e

JObelonged to tne same party. v The a e Is no „unie a 1; ion that
Ixf l-V. A* ^y these were orphans, although chis is nor only possible
fey ft%i--s ** 'A

as., oho re were no deaths on board, while there v-a3 one
b i r t h .  S i x t e e n  o f  th e  p a s s e n g e r s  ««ore 3 so lelect t o  

' 20^ ‘smlgrace by the Poor Law Union.

ih V

««♦
a v’but likely*.
W- .
A" - « , In 1849, as the amount of general emigration from
- \
fit feat Clone b o g m  to Increase, two ships saile .1 from IDlrush

¿or Csnada with 220 passengers in all. In ucriraat with
w ' «£t t

Twhav very often happened on these sh^os, they ewrlvo^ in
# 1  ‘«r;v".Canada with a larger number of passe igers than leit Ireland,

-i rfu- / ^
»Vv*
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After the reconstitution of the Board of duardians 
in autumn 1349, there could he little help for Intending 
emigrant01 from the union, owing to its desperate financial 
situation. Nevertheless, the volume of emigration from 
the area increased considerably in 1850. During the 
late spring and early summer the local newspapers contained 
many paragraphs such as the following in the Limerick 
Chronf c1e of 20 April:

Cleared out thi3 day the Br incess Vi ctorla for 
New York with 96 steerage passengers from IQ. 1rush: 
the Ariel for Boston, 64 steerage passengers; 
the Jessy for Quebec has also cleared sith. 34 
additional passengers from IQlrush.

O I
And in mid May the Claro Journal reported:’

Emi gration from this tomi [iJ 1 rurhj an d neighbour
hood is progressing on a large scale; numbers 
ha^e left during the past month, and others are 
preparing, waiting to get remit sane-33 from their 
friends 1n America.

These .-aaerican remittances, now in their infancy, wepo 
part of the key to the growing emigration from tho union.
One member of a family, usually the husband and father, 
managed no put together the fare for America. Then, when 
he had made e l'tole money outsile, ho sent homo J'he fare
to his wife and children to enable them to join. him.

09
Thus the emphasis, and this was true throughout Ireland, 
was not on Individual but on family emigration. In a letter 
to The Times in iYterch 1351 Coi. Vandeleur remarked that
he was happy to corroborate a faca nnntlonQ by Mr.Osborno,



2Qt> »a *

tnat large sums of money wore being sent bade to Ireland
from America. And, probably writing in tho light of his
own experience at Kilrush, he w 3nt on to say that the
workhouses were crowded with deserted women and children
71 Lo were waiting the day when their passage money would
arrive from their husbands and parents in America. Eve.n
though they might have to wait several year3 tnis money

23
seldom failed to arrive. In late spring 1850, just
as the mass emigration movement from ’lest Clare was
eventually getting under way, Kilru3h Poor Law G u a r d : ans3

suggested that tho rate in aid might bo U3 ed for emigrat
ion purposes but were given what amounted to a

24negative response.
Yihat had been a steady stream gathering momentum in 

1850, became a torrent in 1351. The Rev. S.G.Gsbor'no
25wrote in April of Eilrusii union and elsewhere in Clare:

Those who hope to livre, hope only in the belief 
that they will be able to fly tne land; those 
who feel they cannot fly are as men who see 
tneir doom.

And tne Munster Pewa in its first issue, six weeks
4 . a  2 6later, commenteds

The emigration from this ill fated country is 
terrible. .Ail the emigration agents Jn Kilrush 
arc employe i and your Popp pjimericx) nears 
testimony to the extent of the business t h e y  
sro called upon to contract.

Nobody disputed the now widely accepted fact that the 
only solution to Kilrush Union' 3 ills -wa3 large scale 
emigration. A charitable lady put a sum of monoj in the



Hands oi Rev. S.G.Osoorns for emigration purposes and He 
allotted portion oi1 this to Kilrush. The actual choice
was left in the hands of ir. Moran, C.C., and hr.O’Donnell,
who made the selection of families from all the electoral

27districts of the union, including Kilkee. Kllrush
28Board of Guardians contributed £3 to the project.

On Kilrush £uay, as the emigrants left, there were ’’tears,
29

lamentations and the wild Irish canine," a scene which 

was to oe often repeated.
About this same time the Kilrush Board of Guardians ' 

received a. grant for emigration. As soon as a rumour got 
around that a large number of tna workhouse inmates were 
to be sent to America, there was an immediate rush of

Ow
applicants for admission. Meanwhile the Guardians
advertised for proposals from shipowners and others who
were prepared to bring between 300 and 400 inmates of the

31
workhouse to Quebec or some other port in British Canada.
In early August the first group oC one hundred laarched
from the- workhouse to the quay, accompanied, by the chair-

32man and other members of the Board and within a few
days 715 paupers had embarked at Kilrush on four ships
for Quebec. A good proportion of tnese, probably about

• 33hslf, were from Ennistymon Union. It was also reported
that 130 paupers from Kllrush would shortly smberic at

34Limerlcm for tho same destination. Throe months later
news came that all these Kilrush ana Ennistyxnon emigrants
had arrived safely in Canada and had immediately secured 

33employment. And the presence of those In Horth America
was an incentive to further emigration, as before long the 
remittances ^ould be arriving bach in A'est Glare.
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One wonders what were the feelings of these emigrants 
with their memories cf evictions, starvation, and workhouse 
They must have been rather similar to those expressed in
a contemporary ballad to be found among the Trevelyn

36Papers. One verso of it perhaps sums up its general
tone. It is addressed to the emigrants' former landlord:

How all your sooty mud wall cabins
You may hang them on the shelf

37And when you sell out your mansion
You can live in one yourself,,

But with the change of diet I fear,
38Your guts they won’t comply,

Yihen the India-buck you try it,
Oh, your honour don't you cry.

’i f

I

Wreck of the "Edmond11

The conditions which the people had to endure in
many of the emigrant ship3 Q/iZewell known and the mortality
rate was high -- though It does appear that quite a
number of the ships with people from West Glare were
particularly fortunate in this regard, However, one of
the greatest single tragedies associated with the exodus
to A m erica  o c c u r r e d  when th e  Edmond was w recked  i n  K i i k o e

Bay on the night of 19 - 20 November 1850. Ninety eight
39of her passengers and creiv perished i n  the disaster.

The E d m o n d  was a London-registered barque of 399 tori3 , 
which had been chartered by Alderman Join McDonnell of 
Limerick to bring a party of emigrants to New York. On
its way down the Shannon it c a l l e d  a t  G e r r i g a h o l t . Then, 

on Monday 13 November, i t  l e f t  C a r r i g a h o l t  a t  3 a .m .  When

' 'Wi.v.aoa
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it was about fcnirty miles out to sea 9 terrific gals 
^  arose and carried ai/ay ail it3 canvys. Helpless before
% the storm it Y/as blown into Eilkee Bay and stuck oa the
1
| Duggerna Reef. It was soon blown, off that and, alter
g|< the anchor had been lowered, it camo to rest against the
I t  40
"f rocks off Sykesf House. The time »'¿as about 11.30 p.m.
%
A Richard Ru339. l l  of Limerick who was staying in
4
$  . . Sykes' House at the time, was the first on tue scene,
* accompanied by one of his servants. Describing what he
'] * 41
* saw, he wrotej
I
* At first there was no appearance of any living
4I person on board, but as soon as we made oar
-f appearance there was one burst of horrid agony
x

for assistance. I can never forget it -- the 
30und will long continue fresh 3n my ear.

I

«
%

$

A

Russeil sent his servant for the coastguards, two of 
whom soon arrived on the scene with .an assistant.
Meanwhile, the captain had ordered the weather rigging of 
the foremast to be cut and this provided a means by which 
passengers were enabled to crawl from the ship to the 

shore. They were helped in this by the five men on the
rocks. About one hundred reached safety in this manner
but ’when the tide rose, it became absolutely impossible 
for those still remaining to get off the ship. Shortly 
afterwards, at about 3 a.m., it broke in two. Several 
people now made a vain attempt to gob on to the rocks but 
failed and were dro/med. Over fifty others v/ere on the

¿OUsClpart of the //reck which drifted ®<z&uQE&jeisw. the beach at 
the east end, but most of them wore washed overboard before 
safety v/as reached. Among those who survived this terrible 
journey v/ere the members ox a Grotty family who, it was

•>
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said, were landed almost at their o m  doorstep. In all
4298 people died and there were 119 survivors.

To add tc the horror of the scene a number of local 
people, probably near death from starvation themselves,
tried to get whatever plunder they could, An eyewitness 

43wrore:
Nothing could exceed the brutal, and, I regret 
to say, successful efforts of some people to 
t> Lundei* whatever thev could lay their hands on:A V w *

they actually stripped the clothos from the dead 
bodies, together with, of course, any money in 
thorn, which latrer, it is supposed, was 
considerable. All the clothes, beds and property 
were, in the most cool and heart Less manner, 

carried off by those unfeeling wretches, and this
done in the presence of these shJ purecked
creatures, who in vai.n had to beg even their 
clothes to cover their halfnaked bodies.

i *•> Aed * ¡¿if*

V  f  £■ », riggt

Perhaps boo harsh* a jiidgmsnt, considering the circuactances 
of t/ll e plunderers.

Another visitor described the scene on the iol lowing
A  A

day s
I sa?/ lying side by side, on a sail spread on the 
baaon, many of the poor drowned ones, most of then 
young vomon ana children; others v^ne constantly 
being washed ashore and wore laid with those
already there All that w^s left of hor ftne
snip] were fragments scattered on the rocks and 
boach.

Thirty oi the dead were neaped in the small yard oeforw 
one of the lodges at the end of :,b<rlne Parade. These and



Bub f o r  weeks l a t e r  b o d i e s  were s t i l l  b e i n g  washed 
46

a s h o r e .

F r .  Conyn had p la y 3 d  a prom inent  p a r t  i n  th e  r e s c u e

wortf and,  l a t e r ,  t h e  C a t h o l i c  p r i e s t s  or t h e  p a r i s h  were
o f

a b le  t o  in d u c e  t h e  p e o p le  t o  r e s t o r e  much/the p lu n d e red  
47

p r o p e r t y .  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  In. e a r l y  December, a  number

o f  p e o p le  were f i n e d  from £ 5  t o  £ 2 0  e a c h  f o r  c o n c e a l i n g

p r o p e r t y  t a k e n  from t h e  w r e c k ,  w h i le  some o t h e r s  g o t  
43

g a o l  s e n t e n c e s .  Even J o n a s  S t u d d e r t  v.as brought to

c o u r t  on a s i m i l a r  c h a r g e  b u t  he was a c q u i t t e d  on th e

ground t h a t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  had b een  b r o u g h t  t o  h i s  y s r d
4 9

w ith ou t  h i s  know ledge.  R ic h a r d  E u s s e U  and t h e  c o a s t  

guards were awarded t h e  s i l v e r  model o f  t h °  R o y a l  l i s t  i o n  

I n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  th e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  L i f e  f r o m  Sh ip w re ck

413the others wore later buried in Kiiiearagh graveyard.
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FIGIIING U? TrIE THREADS

ti'/hen th e  p o t a t o  c rop  f a i l e d  i n  1 8 4 5  few s u s p e c t e d  

t h a t  th e  r e s u l t a n t  hunger  and d i s t r e s s  would have 

a p p r e c i a b l y  d i f f e r e n t  r e s u l t s  from p r e v i o u s  s e v e r e  

f a i l u r e s .  I t  was o b v io u s  t h a t  a w ider  a r e a  was 

a f f e c t e d  on t h i s  o c c a s i o n  b u t ,  a t  th e  same t i m e ,  i t  

v/as hoped t h a t  a l l  would be w e l l  a g a i n  a f t e r  th e  

h a r v e s t  o f  1 8 4 6 .  When a second f a i l u r e  o c c u r r e d  i n  

'4 6  and a t h i r d  f o l l o w e d  i n  ' 4 7  t h e  s t a g e  was s e t  f o r

a p r o c e s s  which w as ,  i n  many r e s p e c t s ,  to  g r e a t l y
U-

change t h e  way o f  l i f e  o f  th e  p e o p l e .  I n  K i l f e a r a g h  

not  o n ly  were t h e  h a b i t s ,  a t t i t u d e s  and way o f  l i f e  

p  many p e o p le  changed b u t  even th e  v e r y  a p n e a ra n ce

^  o f  th e  c o u n t r y s i d e  was g r e a t l y  a l t e r e d .  By 1051  i t  

“\f'i was d o t t e d  with  r u i n e d  c a b i n s ,  w h i le  many f i e l d s  which 

had f o r m e r l y  b e e n  sown A i th  p o t a t o e s  were now a g a i n

Ik,
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under g r a s s .

Th'e y e a r s  1 8 4 5 - 5 1 ,  t h e n ,  u n d o u b te d ly  w i t n e s s e d  

the g r e a t e s t  d i s a s t e r  t h e  p a r i s h  had e v e r  known and 

one w h ich ,  i n  th e  most  l i t e r a l  s e n s e  o f  th e  word, was 

almost i n d e s c r i b a b l e .  From an e a r l y  s t a g e  w r i t e r s

wf t f  had used ve ry  s t r o n g  a d j e c t i v e s ,  such as ' ' t e r r i b l e ” ,
ir ̂

" a p p a l l i n g ” , " h o r r i b l e ” e t c .  to  d e s c r i b e  what th e y
KV f■
i f f ’ - had s e e n .  T h e se  c o n t in u e d  t o  be u s e d ,  f o r  want o f  

any o t h e r s , b u t  t h e i r  meaning t o o k  on a new d e o th  and
fed i n t e n s i t y  as t im e  went  on.

■° ds we saw, t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  X i l r u c h  Union r c c e i v -  

ed a good d e a l  o f  p u b l i c i t y  a f t e r  the w h o l e s a l e
frflrr» *
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e v i c t i o n s  h s c  g o t  under  * Vay.  H o - e v e r ,  by  t n e  end o f  

1 8 5 1  i t  haul c e a s e d  to  be news. The A o rs t  1 as new 

o v e r ,  though t h e  r e t u r n  t o  n o r m a l i t y  was s lo w .  I n
i

the  l a s t  f u l l  week o f  Septem ber  1 8 5 2 ,  f o r  exam ple ,  

th e  workhouse had 2 , 6 8 3  i n m a t e s ,  q u i t e  a l a r g e  number 

b u t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  below t h e  f i g u r e  o f  3 , 2 7 6  o f  a y e a r  

p r e v i o u s l y .  And m  a n o th e r  r e s p e c t  t h i s  week was a 

v e r y  im p o r t a n t  one — i t  was th e  f i r s t  s i n c e  th e  

b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  Famine i n  which no d e a t h  had o c c u r r e d  

i n  t h e  w orkhouse .  But  th e  p r e v i o u s  s i x  y e a r s  had 

se e n  many, v e r y  many d e a t h s .  What e f f e c t  had t h e s e  

d e a t h s  on t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  s t r u c tx x r e  o f  t h e  p a r i s h 9

1 .  P o p u l a t i o n

I n  th e  h a l f  c e n t u r y  b e f o r e  1845  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

had b ee n  r i s i n g  r a o i d l y .  I n  1 8 o l  i t  was e s t i m a t e d
o

a t  6 , 2 o 9  f o r  K i l f e a r a g h  and 0 , 7 0 0  t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r .

And i n  1841  i t  was 7 , 1 3 7 .  Whatever  about  t h e  p r e c i s e  

a c c u r a c y  o f  the 1 8 o l  f i g u r e ,  one t h i n g  i s  q u i t e  o b v io u s  

- -  t h a t  one p o p u l a t i o n  was ve ry  much on t h e  i n c r e a s e .  

A l l  t h i s  was t o  change w i th  th e  Fam in e .  I n  1 8 5 1  the 

u s u a l  d e c e n n i a l  c en su s  was h e l d  and I t s  f i g u r e s  a r e  

e x t r e m e l y  r e v e a l i n g .  However,  m  comparing them w i t h  

t h o s e  f o r  1841  a few t h i n g s  must do k e p t  m  mind. 

F i r s t l y ,  wnen th e  census  was t a k e n  i n  1 8 5 1  th e  s p a t e  

o f  emergency was n o t  y e t  o v e r  i n  ■Vest G l a r e ,  u n l i k e  

o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e r e  had b e e n  

a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  b etw een  1 8 4 1  and

1 8 4 5 .  'Thus i n  uhe l a t t e r  y e a r  th e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  th e  

p a r i s h  was a lm o s t  c e r t a i n l y  o v e r  8 , 8 0 0  ano q u i t e  

p o s s i b l y  much h i g h e r % C a p t a i n  Kann, i n  a l e t t e r  t o

S i r  Randolph Routh m  December 1 8 4 7 ,  mentioned t h a t  

t h e  p e c u l a t i o n  o f  K i l r u s h  Union had i n c r e a s e d  s i n c e

I %
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1 8 4 1 .  C a p t a i n  ''Jynne, a  Board o f  Works O f f i c e r  i n
4

C l a r e ,  was more s p e c i f i c :

The Cens 'z o f  1841  b e i n g  pronounced u n i v e r s a l l y  tu 

be no Cair  c r i t e r i o n  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  

and c o n s e q u e n t  d e s t i t u t i o n ,  I  t e s t e d  t h e  m a t t e r  

i n  t h e  P a r i s h  o f  C londegad,  Barony o f  I s l a n d s ,  

where I  found t h e  p r e s e n t  P o p u l a t i o n  more t h a n  

a t h i r d  g r e a t e r  t n a n  t h a t  o f  1841  - -  t h i s  I

b e l i e v e  t o  be th e  c a s e  i n  a l l  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  a lo n g  

t h e  c o a s t .

The f o l l o w i n g ; f i g u r e s t h e r e f o r e o n ly  s e r v e to  g i v e

some i d e a  o f t h e  d e c l i n e  between. 1845 and 1 8 5 1 .  I n

f a c t  th e  p o s i t i o n  was much worse ■'■'e a l s o g i v e  th e

1861 f i g u r e s  

means c a l l e d

he ■ e to
5

I n  1 8 5 1 .

i l l u s t r a t e t h a t  a h a l t ..ras by  nc

K i l f e a r a p - h  P a r i s h

fownland 1841 1851 1 8 6 1

B a l l y o n a n 331 23 3 160

Baunnore 2 1 3 88 92

C o r b a l l y 587 368 237

Dough 5 5 3 40 5 362

Fml agh 143 119 116

F a r r x h y 138 86 98

Foohagh 120 98 27

Garraun 115 92 91

Kildeem a 154 1 2 3 100

K i I f e  a r  agh 665 436 400

K i l k e e  Lower 60 31 50

K i l k e e  Upper 49 4 18

K i l n a g a ]  l i a g h 202 69 29

Knockroe 26 18 4



K i I f e a r a g h .  P a r i s h

To.pnland 1341 1851 1861

Le ah ee n 67 27 12

L i s d e e n 587 354 270

L i s l u i n a g h a n 489 2 76 259

M oyasta 5 7 8 303 349

Ternion E a s t 239 4 3 44

Termon West 340 2 9 1 2 5 3

K i l k e e  Town 1 4 8 1 1869 1856

T o t a l 7137 5 4 1 3 4827

I t  w i l l  be n o te d  t h a t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  K i l k e e

Town had i n c r e a s e d  by a lm o s t  400 b etw een  1841 and 1 8 5 1 .

However, as we saw, c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x p a n s i o n  t o o k  p l a c e

between 1 8 4 1  and 1845  so t h a t  i t  had p r o b a b l y  r e a c n e d

1800 by th e  l a t t e r  d a t e .  Thus,  though many o f  i t s

i n h a b i t a n t s  s u f f e r e d  v e r y  much d u r in g  th e  Fam ine ,  i t

a t  l e a s t  m a i n t a i n e d  i t s  l e v e l  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  - -  p o s s i b l y

b e in g  a s s i s t e d  by t h e  l a r g e  numbers o f  e v i c t e d  c o u n t r y

people  who d r i f t e d  m  I n  s e a r c h  o f  l o d g i n g s .  The

p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  town as a h o l i d a y  r e s o r t  was c l e a r l y

a v e r y  g r e a t  h e l p .

I f  we t a k e  t h e  r u r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  a l o n e ,

the  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 4 5 - 1 8 5 1  become v e r y  o b v i o u s .

Rural  p o r t i o n  1 8 4 1  - -  5656

R u ra l  p o r t i o n  1851  - -  5544
6’

The d e c l i n e  h e r e  i s  3 7 3  and i t  was p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  

50/o b etw een  1845  and 1 8 5 1 .  And d u r in g  th e  f o l l o w i n g  

ten y e a r s  I t  c o n t i n u e d ,  though i n  n o t  q u i t e  as marked 

m anner .

Rural  p o r t i o n  1 8 5 1  - -  u544

Rural  p o r t i o n  1 8 6 1  - -  2 9 7 1  - -  a d e c l i n e  o f  1 9 . 2 1
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Foohagh

it Leaheen

'3&Fjks
o f  th e tow nland s  th e p o s i t i o n  was f o r  worse

p a r o c h i a l  a v e r a g e :

1 8 4 1 1851 1861

120 98 27
8

1 i  agli 202 69 29

67 27 12
9 a

la s t 239 4 3 44

2 .  E m i g r a t i o n

D eaths  and e v i c t i o n s  -played t h e  m a jo r  p a r t  i n  

causing th e  d e c l i n e  be tw e en  1841 and 1 8 5 1 .  Prom 1 8 5 1
» «•*

'on th e  c o n t in u e d  d e c l i n e  was m a in ly  caused  by e m i g r a t -
i >

l i o n .  Almost up t o  t h i s  t im e  e m i g r a t i o n  had n o t  b e e n
if i

an im p o r t a n t  i s s u e  i n  West C l a r e .  B e f o r e  the fam in e
-t
p  began,  even though t h e  P o p u l a t i o n  was r i s i n g  and th e
I
f  ! s tandard  o f  l i v i n g  was g o in g  down th r o u g h  r e p e a t e d
■Sit ~ ' V *
1 s u b d i v i s i o n ,  t h e  p e o p l e ’ s v i s i o n  was bounded by th e

p a r i s h  o f  t h e i r  b i r t h .  They a c c e p t e d  t h e  p l a c e  i n

which th ey  l i v e d ,  f o r  b e t t e r  or  w o r s e ,  and a l s o  th e

f a c t  t h nt  t h e y  m ight  have  t o  go hungry a t  t im e s  when

the  h a r v e s t  was n o t  v e r y  g ood.  However,  as C. -i.
10

Hamilton p o i n t e d  o u t ,  t h e y  were a v e r y  in d e p en d en t  

peo p le  who a c c e p t e d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  t h e i r  way o f  

t ' l i f e  and were p r e p a r e d  to  f a c e  them.

The y e a r s  1846  -  1850  changed a l l  b h i s .  The 

whole world which t h e s e  p e o p le  had l:no.jn now c o l l a p s e d  

about them. Tne food  s u o o l y ,  always p r e c a r i o u s ,

X  f a i l e d  t im e and t im e  a g a i n  - -  u n d e r l i n i n g  a f a c t  a l r e a d y

very e v i d e n t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was an o v e r  dependence on t h e'H
i f h p o t a t o .  w ith  t h e  s u c c e s s i v e  f a i l u r e s  a v i c i o u s  s p i r a l  

A* -began.  The l a b o u r e r s  and s m a l l e s t  f a r m e r s  had t o  have 

r e c o u r s e  t o  Poor Law r e l i e f .  The ooor low r a t e ,  as 

a r e s u l t ,  i n c r e a s e d  and m u l t i o l i e d .  Form ers  who were
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a l r e a d y  s t r u g g l i n g  were now h i t  w i th  t n i s  h eav y  demand 

' and many e v e n t u a l l y  found t h a t  th e y  t c o  had t o  j o i n  

t h o s e  .vho were depending on r a t h e r  t h a n  c o n t r i b u t i n g

to  t h e  r a t e .  And, o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  l a n d l o r d s ,  i n  o r d e r

Y ,J bo a v o id  p a y in g  t h e  r a t e s  on s m a l l  p a t c h e s  o f  ground

nA which t h e y  had r e n t e d  o u t  had r e c o u r s e  t o  e v i c t i o n ,

tr . I n  a l l  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  t o o ,  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  th e  c o r n  I a n s

did n o t  h e l p .  Thus w i t h i n  a few y e a r s  t h e  whole p a t t e r n  

o f  l i f e  f o r  s e v e r a l  thousand o e o o l e  changed .  Those 

who had f o r m e r l y  b e e n  in d e p e n d e n t  and a s s u r e d  o f  a t  

l e a s t  t h e  b a s i c  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  l i f e  found t h a t  th e y  

w were re d u ce d  t o  a worse  s t a t e  th a n  t h e  b e g g a r s  who had 

p r e v i o u s l y  c a l l e d  a t  t h e i r  d o o r s .  The b e g g a r s  had 

always been  a b l e  t o  g e t  s h e l t e r  f o r  the  n i g h t ,  b u t  th e  

newly e v i c t e d  o f t e n  found t h a t  th e  l a n d l o r d  had f o r b i d d e n  

■ t h e m  n e i g h b o u r s  t o  take  them i n .  E v e n t u a l l y  th e  

s u f f e r i n g s  o f  t h e i r  w iv e s  ancl c h i l d r e n  f o r c e d  them to

IP„yt *

' (4f̂  
A  % J V4
f a
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%■'vi

r<k

swallow t h e i r  p r i d e  and f a c e  tow ards  t h e  worlaiouse i n
i'»’=1g, ,
m l . I v i l r u s h .

«riyi.
A f t e r  e v i c t i o n  o r  a v o l u n t a r y  g i v i n g  im o f  t h e i r

¡y‘ farms t h e  p e o p le  co n ce r n e d  no l o n g e r  had any s t a k e  m

the c o u n t r y .  The r e l i e f  a f f o r d e d  b y  t h e  workhouse
IfrV

pnght keep them a l i v e  f o r  t h e  moment — b u t  what o f

li- ‘l

- the f u t u r e 9 Had th e y  any f u t u r e 9 I t  was a t  t h i s  

s ta g e  t h a t  e m i g r a t i o n  t o  America  came t o  be  s e e n  os s 

•new hope - -  an o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  g e t t i n g  out  o f  th e  p r e s e n t

m isery  and making a f r e s h  s t a r t  i n  l i f e  o f  a kind which

I p f l  was i m p o s s i b l e  m  I r e l a n d .
m.

O th e rs  who s t i l l  were

e k i n g  o u t  a w r e t c h e d  e x i s t e n c e  o n  t h e i r  f a r m s  b e g a n
;-r. v t o  lo o k  o n  i s  I n  t h e  s a m e  w a y .  A f t e r  t h e  f i r s t

‘M.,

em igrants  had r e a c h e d  A m erica  th e y  soon b r o u g h t  oui

(Ak t h e i r  w iv es  and f a m i l i e s  and, once begu n ,  t h i s  p r o c e s s
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went on and on.  The " I r i s h  E m i g r a n t ’ s Address to

h i s  I r i s h  L a n d l o r d " ,  p a r t  o f  w hich  h a s  b e e n  quoted

a l r e a d y ,  shows us t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  a t  l e  ctS "t o nG o -**
i i

t h e s e  t o  h i s  own c o u n t r y :

I ’m now g o in g  t o  a c o u n t r y ,  where

Prom Poor R a t e s  I ’ l l  bo f r e e ,

F o r  Poor I r e l a n d ' s  g o in g  t o  t h e  dogs

As f a s t  as f a s t  can b e ,

And when t h e  im m ediate  c r i s i s  was o v e r  a t r a d i t i o n

o f  e m i g r a t i o n  had a l r e a d y  b e e n  b u i l t  up so t h a t  i t

c o n t in u e d  a t  a f r i g h t e n i n g  p a ce  d u r in g  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s .

'No l o n g e r  were t h e  e m ig r a n t s  p e o p le  who had t o

e m ig r a t e  b u t  p e o p le  who wanted t o  e m i g r a t e .  The

r e s u l t  wos t h a t  a decade l a t e r  a commentator could  
12  *

w r i t e :
i

T h ere  i s  s c a r c e l y  a f a m i l y  m  C l a r e  w h ich  h a s  

n o t  some member o r  members m  A m erica  o r  A u s t r a l i a ,

and r e m i t t a n c e s  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  b e i n g  s e n t  by
*• /

t h e s e  e x i l e s  t o  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  a t  home.

3* P a t t e r n  o f  Farming

w i th  e v i c t i o n s  and e m i g r a t i o n  t h e  s i z e  o f  h o l d 

in g s  i n c r e a s e d .  T h i s  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  was c e r t a i n l y  

d e s i r e d  by the l a n d l o r d s  and an o p p o r t u n i t y  to  b r i n g  

i t  about p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f  when many t e n a n t s  f e l l  

^  < h e a v i l y  i n t o  a r r e a r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  t h e  t h i r d  

i  p o ta to  f a i l u r e .  The ’w h o l e s a l e  e v i c t i o n s  caused

j tv

%
t e r r i b l e  s u f f e r i n g  and were o f t e n  done i n  a v e r y

jp, . h e a r t l e s s  manner.  However,  t h e  l a n d l o r d s  a l s o  had

,.Ás f
t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  as t h e y  found t h e i r  incomes d e c l i n -

%r ‘ ing and t h e i r  b i l l s  f o r  poor law r a t e s  m ou n t in g .  I t

was t h e  waging o f  t h e i r  own b a t t i o  f o r  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t -

A a,i, ■
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on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h o s e  who were members o f  E i l r u s h

Boa.rd o f  G u a r d ia n s ,  t o  a t t e m p t  econom ies  which would

keep down th e  r a t e s .  The o n l y  l a n d l o r d  i n  K i l f e a r a g h

p a r i s h  whose e s t a t e s  a c t u a l l y  p a s s e d  i n t o  th e  hands

o f  a r e c e i v e r  was t h e  O’ Gorman Mahon. I n  1 8 5 5  we

f i n d  t h a t  L i s d e e n  was now t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  J o n a s
13

S t u d d e r t  and F r a n c i s  C o f f e y .  Of t h e  o t h e r  p r i n c i p a l
14

l a n d l o r d s  Jo h n  MacDonnell  d ie d  i n  Ju n e  1850  and was

su cce ede d  by  h i s  nephew, v / m iam  A rm strong .  B o th

C o lo n e l  V a n d e leu r  and t h e  se co n d  Marquess Conyngham

s u r v iv e d  th e  fa m in e  p e r i o d  and l i v e d  on f o r  many y e a r s .

Marcus Keane was to  add a few xnore unhappy c h a p t e r s  t o  «

th e  s t o r y  o f  K i l f e a r a g h  and a d j o i n i n g  p a r i s h e s  b e f o r e

h i s  d e a t h  i n  1 8 8 o .

W ith  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  and a d e c l i n i n g  p o p u l a t i o n

t h e r e  was a movement away from  t i l l a g e  to  c a t t l e  and

d a i r y  f a r m i n g .  The r e p e a l  o f  t h e  c o r n  laws i n  1846

a l s o  made a s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h i s  t r e n d .

In  1362 Henry C o u l t e r ,  a c o r r e s p o n d e n t  f o r  S a u n d e r s ' s
16

Pews L e t t e r  cou ld  w r i t e  o f  West C l a r e :

T ie  l a r g e  f a r m e r s  have c o n v e r t e d  a l l  t h e i r

a r a b l e  land  i n t o  g r a z i n g  ground,  t o  fe e d  s t o c k

and mal'e b u t t e r ,  i n s t e a d  o f  growing c o r n  as

t h e y  used f o r m e r l y  do .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  p r e v i o u s l y

to  1 8 4 6 ,  more t h a n  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  b a r r e l s  o f  o a t s  were

a n n u a l l y  e x p o r t e d  f r o m  F i l r u s h ;  b u r  t h e  q u a n t i t y
now e x p o r t e d  does n o t  amount to  5 0 , 0 0 0  b a r r e l s

a y e a r ;  c a t t l e ,  p i g s  and b u t t e r  h a v in g  t a k e n

the  p l a c e  o f  c o r n .

In  1 8 6 3  th e  Marquess Conyngham o b t a i n e d  a o a t e n t  to  h o ld
17

fou r  f a i r s  i n  t h e  y e a r  i n  K i l k e e .

A l th o u g h  c o n a c r e  had a lm o s t  d i s a p p e a r e d  d u r in g  

■the l a t e r  fam in e  y e a r s  i t  a g a in  r e v i v e d  and C o u l t e r
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rem arked on t h i s  p r a c t i c e  an L 'est  G l a r e .
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£4 was

t h e n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c h a r g e  f o r  an s e r e  m  t h e  K i l k e e
_ 18  ̂

a r e a .  The e x i s t e n c e  o f  c o n a c r e  i n  th e  1 8 6 0 ’ s g i v e s

¿up i n d i c a t i o n  o f  som eth ing  which i s  o b v io u s  from

O ther  s o u r c e s .  Though t h e  G r e a t  Famine had shak en

th e  f a i t h  o f  th e  p e o p le  i n  t h e  p o t a t o ,  i t  had n o t

b r o k e n  t h e i r  dependence on i t .  And d e s p i t e  th e

s m a l l e r  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a f t e r  poor  h a r v e s t s  t h e r e  were

to  be many o t h e r  p e r i o d s  o f  hunger  th ou g h ,  f o r t u n a t e l y ,

no f a m i n e s .  However, t h e  Famine had i n t r o d u c e d  some

ch a n g e s .  The p o t a t o  c r i s i s  had induced many f a r m e r y

who had n e v e r  p r e v i o u s l y  done s o ,  t o  sow t u r n i p s ,

beans and some o t h e r  c r o p s .  And a f t e r  1850  t h e y  c o n t -  
19

inued t o  do s o .

4 .  E d u c a t io n  and N e l i g i o n

I n  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t t e r s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  change had

come d u r in g  our o e n o d  w i th  t h e  opening  o f  k i l k e e

N a t i o n a l  S c h o o l  i n  1 8 4 5 .  The e r a  o f  th e  Ledge s c h o o l s

was now drawing t o  a c l o s e  and though a few may have

l i n g e r e d  on, t h e i r  days were numbered. The I r i s h

language ,  t o o ,  as we saw, was v e r y  much on th e  d e c l i n e ,

-even b e f o r e  t h e  opening  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S c h o o l .  I f

any f u r t h e r  im petus  was needed f o r  t h e  movement t o

l e a r n  E n g l i s h ,  t h i s  was p r o v id e d  by  t h e  American

,< e m i g r a t i o n ,  f o r  th e  purpose o f  which knowledge o f  th e

E n g l i s h  lan gu age  was e s p e c i a l l y  u s e f u l .

I*1*' 1 The b i g  e d u c a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 ’ s and 
*

{ 1 8 5 0 ' s  was n o t  t h e  o o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  I r i s h  la n g u a g e  i n
c

, the N at io n a l  S c h o o l s  b u t  th e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n  

, f o r  I r i s h  C a t h o l i c s  which would be f r e e  from even th e  

s u s p i c i o n  o f  p r o s e l y t i s m .  And t h i s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

’ system p r o v id e d ,  a p a r t  from some e x c e p t i o n s ,  m a in ly
h t
* A
»in th e  n o r t h  o f  I r e l a n d . The problem  o f  u r o s e l y t i s m

*5 '
■ T r»’ Tiff ■ ■■■» »■!—’ i
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decade c o n s i d e r a b l e  e f f o r t s  were made t o  woo and

even f o r c e  p e o p l e  away from t h e  C a t h o l i c  f a i t h  i n

th e  p a r i s h e s  o f  Ivoyarta  and lvi l b  a l l y  o wen. I n

O c to b e r  1 8 5 1 ,  j u s t  as t h e  a t t a c k  i n  t h e s e  p a r i s h e s

was w e l l  under  way, i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a sum o f

£75  had b e e n  s e n t  t o  K i l k e e  f o r  p r o s e l y t i z i n g

p u r p o s e s ,  and i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  month Rev. W.

W i l b e r f o r c e  p r e a c h e d  i n  t h e  c h a p e l s  o f  K i l k e e  and

C a r r x g a h o l t  " t o  c o u n t e r a c t  t n e  r e c e n t  f a s t  p r o g r e s s
20

o f  th e  S c r i p t u r a l  s c h o o l s " ,  I t  does n o t  a p p e a r ,

however,  t h a t  any r e a l  a t t e m p t  was made to  c o n c e n t r a t e

on K i l f e a r a g h  p a r i s h .  Perhaps th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e

r e d o u b t a b l e  P r .  Comyn was to o  much o f  a d e t e r r e n t .

At any r a t e ,  »/hen he d i e d  t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  the

Li m e r i c k  and C l a r e  Exam iner  w rote  i n  h i s  o b i t u a r y  
21

n o t i c e :

One c i r c u m s t a n c e  h i g h l y  c r e d i t a b l e  to  h i s  z e a l  

and d e t e r m i n a t i o n  i s  t h a t  no souper  or  b i b l e  

r e a d e r  e v e r  s e t  up shop m  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  K i l k e e .  

I n  r e l i g i o u s  m a t t e r s  t h e  p e r i o d  1 8 5 4 - 5 1  marked th e  

end o f  th e  p e n a l  e r a ,  w h ich  could  be s a i d  t o  have b een  

o f f i c i a l l y  and c e r e m o n i o u s l y  c l o s e d  w i th  th e  Synod o f  

Thurles  I n  1 3 5 0 .  One o f  t h e  purposes  o f  t h i s  n a t i o n a l  

synod was to  b r i n g  th e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  th e  I r i s h  Church 

in t o  l i n e  uiuh th e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  Church 

and, i n  th e  p r o c e s s ,  e l i m i n a t e  many o f  t h e  customs 

, which had grown up d u r in g  th e  p e n a l  t i m e s ,  Thus,
*• t

t the synod, w i th  some i n s i g n i f i c a n t  e x c e p t i o n s ,  f o r b a d e

w as  q u i t e  a  l i v e  o n e  a b o u t  1 8 5 0  a n d  i n  t h e  n e x t

the p r a c t i c e  o f  p e r f o r m in g  m a r r i a g e s  and ba^tisxms i n
v A* *vI-1* - 'I-''-. p r i v a t e  h o u s e s .  I f  D r .  C u l l e n  had h i s  way i t  would 

k  a l s o  have e f f e c t i v e l y  p u t  an end to  th e  s t a t i o n s  by
X  ' ’ ' '
.¿¿¿gforbidding t h e  h e a r i n g  o f  women's c o n f e s s i o n s  i n



p r i v a t e  h o u s e s .  I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  th e  b i s h o p s  who 

were i n  f a v o u r  o f  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  p e n a l  customs p r e 

v a i l e d  and s u c c e e d e d  i n  o b t a i n i n g  a d e c r e e  which

s t i l l  t o l e r a t e d ,  though i t  d id  n o t  e n co u ra g e  th e  
22

p r a c t i c e .  Thus a f t e r  1050  p a r o c h i a l  l i f e  came t o  

be more c e n t r e d  on t h e  c h a p e l s  w hich  were a l s o  

em erging from t h e  p e n a l  s t y l e  o f  l l i a t c h e d  r o o f  and 

b a r e  e a r t h e n  f l o o r  w i th o u t  any s e a t i n g .  I t  i s  

c e r t a i n l y  d o u b t f u l  i f  t h e r e  were any, o r  v e r y  many, 

s e a t s  i n  K i l k e e  C hapel  f o r  q u i t e  some t im e  a f t e r  i t  

was o p e n e d .

5. Politics
I n  p o l i t i c s ,  as we saw, F r .  Comyn was a v e r y

s t r o n g  s u p p o r t e r  o f  O 'C o n n e l l  and even though he was
23

a c l o s e  f r i e n d  o f  F r .  J o h n  Kenyon he had l i t t l e  

sympathy w i th  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  Young
'v t
I r e l a n d  movement.  With t h e  d e a t h  o f  O 'C o n n e l l  i n  

1847 an e r a  i n  I r i s h  h i s t o r y  came t o  a c l o s e  and 

a l s o  a c n a p t e r  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  K i l f e a r a g h  

p a r i s h .  A f t e r  th e  i l l f a t e d  r i s i n g  o f  1848  cane th e  

f o u n d a t i o n  o f  th e  Ten an t  R i g h t  League In  1S5C and th e  

a t t e m p t s  to  s e c u r e  an In d ep e n d en t  o p p o s i t i o n  in  th e  

decade w h ich  f o l l o w e d .  P r o b a b ly  F r .  Comyn's l a s t  

p o l i t i c a l  f i g h t  v/as i n  an e l e c t i o n  In  1 8 5 3  i n  whicb 

the  C o n s e r v a t i v e  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  C l a r e ,  C o lo n e l  V a n d e le u r ,  

was d e f e a t e d .  T h ere  was a g e n e r a l  hubbub m  K i l k e e  

when t h e  p o p u la r  news came o f  V a n d e l e u r ' s  d e f e a t .

Jo n a s  S t u d d e r t  t r i e d  t o  i n t e r v e n e  and F r .  Comyn 

a t te m p ted  t o  r e s t r a i n  him. -Ls a r e s u l t  S t u d d e r t  

bi’ought a c h a rg e  o f  n o t  and a s s a u l t  a g a i n s t  F r .  Comyn, 

w h i le  th e  l a t t e r ,  i n  th e  b e s t  I r i s h  t r s d _ u i o n ,  r e 

tu rn e d  t h e  compliment by b r i n g i n g  a c h a rg e  o f  a s s a u l t



and r i o t  ac.ai .nst S t u d d e r t .  The a f f a i r  ended when
24

S t u d d e r t  withdrew h i s  c h a r g e s .  I t  does show, however,  

t h a t  t h e r e  was s t i l l  p l e n t y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  v i g o u r  i n  

t h e  p a r i s h  and t h a t  i t  o n ly  aw ai ted  a good cause  and 

e f f e c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  to  be b r o u g h t  once more to  th e  

p i t c h  o f  e n t h u s ia s m  which had b e e n  aro u se d  f o r  

O’ C o n n e l l  and h i s  p o l i c i e s .  In d e e d ,  t h e  more one 

s t u d i e s  l o c a l  p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  m id d le  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y ,  t h e  more aware one becomes o f  t h e  i n t e n s e  

in v o lv e m e n t  o f  th e  p e o p l e .  P o l i t i c s  f o r  thorn meant 

not  j u s t  an o c c a s i o n a l  e l e c t i o n  b u t  provided ,  a good 

d e a l  o f  th e  b r i g h t n e s s  I n  t h e i r  l i v e s  as t h e y  t r a v e l l e d  

to  m e e t i n g s ,  s ig n e d  p e t i t i o n s  and l i t  t h e  o m n i - p r e s e n t  

t a r  b a r r e l s  on t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e  v i s i t  o f  a n o t a b i l -
5 -

i t y  such  as S m i th  O’B r i e n  t o  K i l k e e .

6 .  R e c r e a t i o n

I f  p o l i t i c s  can  be  r e g a r d e d  as one f a c e t  o f  th e  

p e o p l e ’ s d i v e r s i o n ,  t h e n  t h e r e  was no m a jo r  change 

h e r e  about  1 8 5 1  a p a r t  from th e  d i f f e r e n t  i s s u e s  and 

p o l i c i e s  i n v o l v e d .  The K i l k e e  R a ces  a l s o  s u r v i v e d  

the  changing  t l i n e s ,  though some o f  t h e  o t h e r  amusements 

a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  them, such as s h a w l - d a n c i n g ,  seem t o  

have d ie d  o u t .  The f a c t i o n  f i g h t e r s ,  t o o ,  are  h e a r d  

o f  no more a f t e r  th e  Fam ine ,  though t h i s  i s  f a i r l y  

t r u e  o f  tn e  c o u n t r y  as a whole i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  m  which 

t h e r e  were o n l y  a few I n s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  o ld  t im e  f a c c i o n  

f i g h t s .  However,  i f  f a c t i o n  f i g h t s  were doomed to  

d ie  a n a t u r a l  d e a t h  i n  any e v e n t ,  t h i s  was n o t  t r u e  

o f  h u r l i n g  which appeal's t o  have  b e e n  q u i t e  c o p u l a r  

i n  th e  e a r l y  1 8 4 0 ' s  and i s  n e v e r  mentioned a g a i n  a f t e r  

the  Fam ine .  One cam on ly  c o n d u c e  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  

ru n  o f  l i f e  was so d i s l o c a t e d  t h a t  men had no l o n g e r
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f o r  ex am p le ,  we f i n d  two g ra n d s o n s  o f  L o u is  P h i l i p p e

o f  F r a n c e  among t h e  v i s i t o r s ,  a lon g  w i th  many o t h e r
25

members o f  t h e  F r e n c h  n o b i l i t y .  And two y e a r s
26

l a t e r  t h e  Limer i c k  C h r o n i c l e  in f o r m s  u s :

On Monday a l a r g e  a sse m b la g e  o f  t h e  r a n k ,

b e a u t y  and f a s h i o n  o f  t h e  ne ig h b o urh o o d

a t t e n d e d  i n  Merton Sq uare  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n

t h e  new and p o p u la r  game o f  c r o q u e t  and to

e n jo y  t h e  d e l i g h t f u l  s t r a i n s  o f  a band,

h i r e d  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n .

T h is  shows t h a t  K i l k e e  was s t i l l  v e r y  much t o  the

f o r e  w i th  th e  l a t e s t  f a s h i o n s  as c r o q u e t  was as  y e t
27

v e r y  much a n o v e l t y  i n  B r i t a i n  and I r e l a n d .

T h at  K i l k e e  d id  n o t  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e v e lo p  as

p r e v i o u s l y  d u r in g  t h e  1 8 5 0 ’ s and t h e r e a f t e r  may be

i n  p a r t  due t o  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  r a i l w a y s  ab o ut  t h i s

t i m e ,  t h e r e b y  making a c c e s s  e a s i e r  bo v e r y  many

p l a c e s  a t  home and abroad v/hich could h i t h e r t o  be

r e a c h e d  o n ly  a f t e r  j o u r n e y s  I n v o l v i n g  e x t re m e

d i s c o m f o r t .  B c tw e er  L i m e r i c k  and K i l k e e  th e  o n l y

advance was a r a i l w a y  be tw een  t h e  f o r m e r  and F o y n e s ,

from >"hich p l a c e  t h e  b o a t  c o u ld  bo t a r e n  t o  K i l r u s h .

From 1845  on t h e r e  were r e p e a t e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l  atternp

t o  s e c u r e  o r a i l w a y  b e tw e e n  K i l r u s h  and K i l k e e .  Thu

whereas i n  1 3 3 5  Iv i lk ee  was one o f  t h e  most  e a s i l y

a c c e s s i b l e  r e s o r t s  I n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  p o s i t i o n  had

r a d i c a l l y  changed twenty  y e a r s  l a t e r  th ro u g h  d e v e lo p
*

merits e l s e w h e r e  and bhe l a c k  o f  them i n  west  C l a r e .



t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  desir 'e^ 'or  energy^ifo'  h u r l  f o r  s e v e r a l  

y e a r s  - -  and vfben t h e  s i t u a t i o n  had changed once 

a g a i n  t h e  o ld  t r a d i t i o n  had b e e n  b r o k e n .  As m e n t i o n 

ed a l r e a d y ,  i t  was G a e l i c  f o o t b a l l  a lo n e  v h i c h  was 

p la y e d  m  t h e  a r e a  a f t e r  th e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  th e  G.A.A. 

i n  the 1 8 8 0 ’ s .

^ • H o l id a y  Re s o r t

I n  t h e  1 8 3 0 ’ s and early/ 1 8 4 0 ’ s F i l k e e  was a 

booming h o l i d a y  r e s o r t  and was u n d o u b te d ly  one o f  th e  

most  p o p u la r  and f a s h i o n a b l e  i n  I r e l a n d .  Few lo d g e s  

were c o n s t a n t l y  b e i n g  b u i l t ,  new b u s i n e s s e s  were 

opening  e v e r y  y e a r  and t h e  g e n e r a l  i m p r e s s i o n  was o f  

a g o - a h e a d  r a p i d l y  expanding town. Then, d u r in g  th e  

fam ine  y e a r s ,  a l t h o u g h  l a r g e  crowds o f  v i s i t e r s  s t i l l  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  f r e q u e n t  th e  r e s o r t ,  b u s i n e s s  was n o t ,  as 

one would e x p e c t ,  q u i t e  as good as i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  

d e c a d e .  However,  t h e  coning  o f  t h e  Famine a l s o  

meant an end to  th e  r a p i d  e x p a n s i o n  which had b een  

t a k i n g  p l a c e  and, once l o s t ,  t h i s  Im petus was n ev er  

r e c o v e r e d  a g a i n .  V ery  few new lo d g e s  were b u i l t  

d u r in g  t h o s e  y e a r s  and t h e r e  was a s l i g h t  r e c e s s i o n  

r a t h e r  than  a f u r t h e r  e x p a n s io n  m  t r a d e .  i/nen 

n o r m a l i t y  r e t u r n e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 3 0 ’ s i t  o r o b a b l y  

d iu  n o t  o c c u r  t o  anybody a t  f i r s t  t h a t  t h i n g s  were 

any d i f f e r e n t  from  a decade  e a r l i e r .  However,  she 

e r a  o f  e x p a n s i o n  was now o v e r  and a l t h o u g h  f u r t h e r  

b u i l d i n g  d id  t a k e  p l a c e  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  few d e c a d e s ,  i t  

was no l o n g e r  a t  t h e  same p a ce  as  b e f o r e  th e  Famine 

and could  i n  g e n e r a l  be  r e g a r d e d  as c o n s o l i d a t i o n .

A d e c l i n e  had n o t  s e t  in but developm ent  nad b een  

v e r y  l a r g e l y  a r r e s t e d .  The town was s t i l l  a v e r y  

p op ular  and f a s h i o n a b l e  r e s o r t .  I n  Augrist 1 8 5 3 ,



To c o n c l u d e .  From 1834  t o  1 8 5 1  was n o t  a very- 

long p e r i o d  i n  t i m e .  But  a new world  had emerged f o r  

th e  people  o f  K i l f e a r a g h  p a r i s h  bv t h e  l a t t e r  d a t e .  

Many t h i n g s  had changed b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  G r e a t  Fam ine;  

o t h e r s  had changed f o r  d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s  which a l s o  

came to  t h e  f o r e  about  t h i s  t i m e .  And i f  th e  

p e o p l e ’ s world  had changed ,  so a l s o  had many o f  t h e i r  

a t t i t u d e s  t o  t h e  en v iro n m en t  I n  w hich  t h e y  found 

t h e m s e l v e s .  B u t  t h e y  were s t i l l  a d e e o l y  r e l i g i o u s  

p e o p l e ,  s t i l l  d e e p ly  i n t e r e s t e d  m  p o l i t i c s  and s t i l l  

prepared  ro down t o o l s  to  u rg e  on rhe  h o r s e s  o f  

t h e i r  c h o i c e  a t  th e  K i l k e e  R a c e s .
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N.L.I. 
N.I . A . J . 
P.P.

B .C .P .

N a t i o n s ]  L i b r a r y  o f  I r e l a n d  

T/iSS 3321  -  3 3 7 9 ,  w hich  c o n t a i n  

newspaper c l i p p i n g s  r e l a t i n g  t o  

County C l a r e .

E v id e n c e  t a k e n  b e f o r e  h e r  M a j e s t y 1 

c o m m iss io n ers  o f  i n q u i r y  i n t o  

t h e  s t a t e  o f  th e  law and p r a c t i c e  

i n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  

la n d  i n  I r e l a n d  — P a r l i a m e n t a r y  

P a p e r s  1845 XX ( e v i d e n c e  t a k e n  

a t  K i l r u s h ) .

Dub31 1! U n i v e r s i t y  Magazine 

N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  o f  I r e l a n d  

North M unster  A n t i q u a r i a n  J o u r n a l  

P a r l i a m e n t a r y  Papers  

R e l i e f  Commission P a p e r s

B. Newspapers

C . J .

L.C.

L. and C .E .  

L . E . r .  and C.S ,

L .R .

L.R.  and T .V .

C l a r e  J o u r n a l  

L i m e r i c k  C h r o n i c l e  

L im er j .ck  and C l a r e  Exam iner  

L i m e r i c k  E v en in g  P o s t  and C la r e  

S e n t i n e l

L i m e r i c k  R e p o r t e r

L i m e r i c k  R e p o r t e r  and T i p p e r a r y

V i n d i c a t o r
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h o s p i t a l i t y  f o r  many y e a r s " .
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'> 3 0 .  Some g a t e  p i l l a r s  f r o m  t h e  o l d  N acD on n e1 1 r e s i d e n c e

■sr can be  se e n  a t  th e  e n t r a n c e  t o  some h o u se s  i n
i ~

t h e  West End.

f V  31 .  _CMJ., 14 J a n .  1 8 5 0 .
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/f -

J i i? ’ 4 3 .  En n is  C h r o n i c l e ,  11 A n r i l  1 8 1 8 .
% $ ;  •  ----------------------------

4 4 .  M aurice  L e n i h a n ,  L i m e r i ck :  i t s  H i s t o r y  and
i B r

A n t i q u i t i e s , Cork,  1 9 6 7 ,  4 6 8 .



4 5 .  L . E . P .  and C . S . ,  19 May 1 8 2 9 ;  1 Ju n e  1 8 3 0 ;

1 2  A u g .  1 3 3 1 .
4 6 • G l a r e  S e n b m e l , 20 Ju n e  1S28 ( o 3 2 1 ,  1 3 3 ) .

4 7 .  I . !alone, T e n a n t  Wronr I l l u s t r a t e d ,  9 .
J  .. ...... ......................... ...... , u . . . . . . .  . . . .  .. . .  -

4 8 .  G . J . ,  25 J u n e  1 8 3 5 .

4 9 .  L .  and C . E . ,  15 Se p .  1 8 4 9 .

5 0 .  I b i d . , 1 Sep .  1 8 4 9 .

5 1 .  I b i d . ,  8 S e p .  1 8 4 9 .

5 2 .  Hugh Hogan, A S a i l  down t h e  Shannon and V i s i t o r s ’

Handbook f o r  K i l k e e , L i m e r i c k ,  1 8 6 3 ,  1 4 .

5 3 .  Hugh Fo g an ,  A D i r e c t o r y  o f  K i l k e e  m  th e  County

C l a r o ,  on t h e  w e s t e r n  c o a s t  o f  I r e l a n d ,  w i t h  a

map showing t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and number o f  th e  

l o d g e s , L i m e r i c k ,  1 8 4 2 ,  1 3 - 6 .

54 . M. P . D. ,  L e t t e r s  from t h e  C o ast  o f  G la r e  I n  S .U .T ' . 

X V I I I  ( J u l y  1 8 4 1 ) ,  6 0 .

5 5 .  F r e e m a n 's  J o u r n a l , 13  March 1 8 6 0 .

5 6 .  K n o t t ,  Two Months a t  K i l k e e ,  6 7 . ( i

5 7 .  The c o a s t g u a r d s  rem ain ed  t h e r e  u n t i l  a ,new 

b u i l d i n g  was e r e c t e d  f o r  t h e n  on th e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  

o f  th e  bay  i n  th e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s .

5 8 .  C a l c u l a t i o n s  b a s e d  on f i g u r e s  i n  R e p o r t  o f  th e  

Com m is s io n e r s  a p p o in te d  t o  Lake th e  Census o f  

I r e l a n d  f o r  th e  y e a r  1 8 ^ 1 , D u b l i n ,  1 8 4 3 ,  1 5 8 - 9 .

Chapter  Two Means o f  L i v e l i h o o d  ( 1 )

• v . J  onn C1 a n c y , G l e a n i n g s  an 17 bh C entury  K i l r u s h  m  

N.M.a . J . I l l  ( Autumn 1 9 4 3 j ,  2 0 3 - 2 1 2 ,  f o r  bad ,ground 

i n f o r m a t i o n  on V a n d e l e u r s .

Chapter One Setting the Seene



2 .  L . E . P .  end C . S . ,  29 March 1 8 3 5 .

3 .  P a t r i c k  W h i te ,  The K i s t o r y  o f  C l a r e  and th e  

Dal cos s i  an C l a n s , D u b l i n ,  1 8 9 3 ,  3 4 4 - 5 .

4 .  e . g .  L . C. ,  1 4 ,  28  May 1 8 3 1 .

5 .  Devon Comm ission, 7 0 3  (Mr. Thoxas  S t u d d e r t ,  

D a n g a n e l l y ,  K i l r u s h ) .

6 .  I b i d . ,  7 0 3 ;  700  (Mr. B. Cox, C l a r e f i e l d ,  K i l r u s h )

7 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , C a p ta in  R o b e r t  Mann t o  S i r  

C h a r l e s  T r e v e l y a n ,  15 Nov. 1 8 4 7 ,  T 6 4 / 3 6 7 A ( 3 ) .

8 . Devon Comm ission, 7 0 8 .

9 .  IP  1825  V I I ,  1 2 7 - 8 .

1 0 .  Devon Com m ission, 7 0 7 .

1 1 .  I b i d . . 701 ( C o x ) .

1 2 .  T.W0 Freeman,  P re -F a m in e  I r e l a n d , M a n c h e s t e r ,
*

1 9 5 7 ,  5 8 .

1 3 .  Devon Commission, 7 0 9  ( J o n a s  S t u d d e r t ) .
*

1 4 .  I b i d .

1 5 .  Freeman, op. c i t . ,  42

1 6 .  1? 1855  XXXII  ( i ) ,  234

1 7 .  I b i d . ,  2 3 5 .

1 8 .  I b i d .
f

1 9 .  Devon Comm ission, 7 0 2  (Thomas S t u d d e r t ) .

2 0 .  I b i d . ,  7 0 9 .
•>

2 1 • I b i d -

2 2 . I b i d . ,  7 0 0  ( C o x ) ;  712  (Rev.  J o h n  Kenny, P . P . ,  

K i l r u s h ) .

C h a p t e r  T w o  Means of Livelihood (1)

2 3 .  I b i d . ,  7 0 5  (T h o m a s  S t u d d e r t ) ) 1 7 1 8  ( R e v .  I 7a l  a c h y



2 4 .  A v i s i t o r  to  K i l k e e  i n  1829  saw F r .  Cornyn s e c u r e  

t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  sorre p oor  p e o p l e ' s  c a t t l e ,  which 

had b een  impounded by t h e  a g e n t  o f  t h e  Marquess 

Conynghan - -  L . B . P .  and C . S . ,  22 May 1 8 2 9 .

2 5 .  Devon Commission, 71 2  (R ev .  J .  K en n y ) .

2 6 .  I b i d . ,  70 3  (Thomas S t u d d e r t ) .

2 7 .  I b i d . ,  702  (Thomas' S t u d d e r t ) .  The T i t h e  A p p lo t -  

iqent Book f o r  K i l f e a r a g b  P a r i s h  ( 1 8 2 8 ) seems to  

i n d i c a t e  a c e r t a i n  amount o f  rued a l e  by r e f e r o n c e  

such as " M ic h a e l  Sweeny and p a r t n e r s " .

2 8 .  C e c i l  Woodham-Smith, Kne G r e a t  Hunger,  I r e l a n d  

1 8 4 5 - 9 , London, 1 9 6 2 ,  3 3 .

29c Devon Commission, 699 ( C o x ) .

3 0 .  I b i d . .  7 07  ( J o n a s  S t u d d e r t ) .

3 1 .  FP 1835  X X X I I ( i ) ,  6 2 7 .

3 2 .  quoted m  /.P. O’ B r i e n ,  The G r e a t  F a m i n e  In  

I r e l a n d  and a r e t r o s o e c t  o f  th e  F i f t ' r  Y e a r s.... . I * ■ I -..I.«!- rt. ..   t. _ ---- --

1 8 4 5 - 1 8 9 5 , London, 1 8 9 6 ,  5 0 - 1 .

33 .  L_;_G., 10 F e b .  1 8 4 1 .

3 4 .  M . F . D . ,  L e t t e r s  from th e  C o a s t  o f  C l a r e  i n  D . U. M. 

XVI £I  ( J u l y  1 8 4 1 )  6 0 .

3 5 .  L.  C 5 J a n .  1 8 4 2 .

36 .  L . C.. 10 F e b . ,  14 A p r i l  1 8 4 1 .

37 * i i n G . ,1 6  March 1 8 4 2 .

38 . Devon Com m ission, 7 0 7 .

39 .  I b i d . , 6 9 9 .

4 0 .  1M c l .
4 1 .  Freeman, o p . c l t . ,  6 4 - 5 .

J

4 2 .  Devon Com m ission, 6 9 9 ( C o x ) .

4 3 .  I M A . , 7 0 7 .

Chapter IVo Means of Livelihood (1)



4 4 .  K n o t t ,  Tj o  Months a t  K i l k e e , 4 3 - 4 ,  5 5 .

4 5 .  M alone ,  T e n a n t  "Irong I l l u s t r a t e d  ,* 7 .

4 6 .  I ^ C . ,  22  March 1 8 4 3  ( 3 3 2 3 ,  1 4 ) .

4 7 .  L ^ R . , 4 A p r i l  1 8 4 3 .

4 6 .  LD^. ,  2 0  May 1 8 4 3  ( 3 3 2 3 ,  o 4 ) .

4 9 .  Devon Comruission, 717  (Mr. R o b e r t  F i t z g e r a l d ,

D o nouglib o y , Ki Ik e  e ) .

5 0 .  L^C. ,  2 2  March 1 8 4 3  ( 3 3 2 3 ,  1 4 ) ;  L ^ .  , 2 1  March 1045 ,

5 1 .  L . C . , 6 Sep .  1 8 4 3  ( 3 3 2 3 ,  8 1 ) .

5 2 .  S e l e c t i o n  o f  P a r o c h i a l  F n a n i n c t i o n s '  r e l a t i v e  to  

t h e  D e s t i t u t e  C l a s s e s  i n  I r e l a n d , Dvb11 n , 1 8 3 5 ,

2 3 3 .

5 3 .  R e p l i e s  to  Q u e s t i o n s  c l r c n l a t e d  by t h e  C o n ' i i s s i o n -  

e r s  f o r  i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  tn e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  th e  

P o o r e r  C l a s s e s  i n  I r e l a n d  (PP 1836  XXXI -  X X X I I I ) ,  

PP 1 8 3 6  XXXI.

5 4 .  Ib id , .  '-'"I ■’ ^   ̂ '
4 'I r>

5 5 .  J Devon4D'oramisss Mon, 7 0 1 .  '■ * pbT»1 / X T '

5 6 .  P P -1 8 3 5  ’X/JCII ’ ( i ) , '  ' 316 .  " ' ‘ V

5 7 .  S e l e c t i o n  o f  P a r o c h i a l  E x a m i n a t i o n s , 2 3 3 .

5 8 .  Devon Com m ission, 7 0 1 .

5 9 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p ers ' , Mann to  T r e v e l y a n ,  15 Hov. 1 8 4 7 ,

T 6 4/ 367A (3 ) .

6 0 .  S e l e c t i o n  o f  P a r o c h i a l  E x a m i n a t i o n s , 2 3 3 - 4 .

6 1 .  I b i d . ,  2 o 4 .

6 2 .  IT  1 8 3 5  XXXII  ( i ) ,  6 2 4 .

6 o .  I b i d .

6 4 .  I b i d . ,  2 5 5 - 6 .( ■ 1

6 5 .  L^ C . ,  20  S e p .  1 8 3 4 ,  6 O c t .  1 8 3 8 .

6 6 .  PP 1 8 3 5  X X X I I ( i ) ,  6 2 4 .

C h a p t e r  Two M e a n s  o f  L i v e l i h o o d  ( 1 )
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Means of Livelihood (1)

CS. I b i d . , 6 2 5 .

6 9 .  K n o t t ,  T^o Months a t  X I I k e e , 9 0 .

7 0 .  PP 1855  XXXII  ( i ) ,  6 2 6 - 7 .

7 1 .  I b i d . ; 6 2 7 .

7 2 .  I b i d . , 6 2 5 .  - 

7 5 .  I b i d . , 6 2 7 .

7 4 .  I b i d . , 6 2 8 .

7 5 .  I b i d . . ,  6 2 5 .

7 6 .  I b i d . ,  2 5 5 .

7 7 .  K.H. C o n n e l l ,  The P o p u l a t i o n  o f  I r e l a n d  

1750  -  1 8 4 5 . OKjor-d } 1 4sr£)y 22 2  ,

7 8 .  PP 1 3 3 5  XXXII ( i ) ,  6 2 6 .

7 9 .  I b i d . , 2 3 5 .

8 0 .  I b i d . , 2 3 4 .
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C h ap ter  Three M e a n s  o f  L i v e l i h o o d  ( 2 )

1 .  Geralc .  C - n f f m ,  H ol land T i d e ,  The Ay l i t e r s  o f
* ■* i \ t

B s 1 l y  ay line r , Th e Hand a nd A1 o r  d and t h e  B a r b e r  of  

l e n i r ; , - o u c . ,  D u b l in ,  1 8 5 9 ,  124  ( f - o  Lor J  /.r, 'd). 

l a .  v s c o n ,  P g r o c - u e l  Lurvc;, , I J ,  /-v 4 . .j o ;  ̂ C'ho'* '  /  ̂

. ' rote  t r e t  Eugene O’ Curry e^ugglcd t o t  r e o  and
f

h i d  i t  " i n  a h o l y  h o l l o ,r u n d er  F r .  v a i icny  Dugganb 

a l t a r ” . O’ Curry was b o r n  ab o u t  f o u r  r u l e s  £ r o a i  

E i l k e e  m  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  K o v a r c a  o f  ’r i c h  F r .  ■ 

Duggan was P . P .  v h c n ' O ’ Curr/ was a young n a n .

T h i s  i n c i d e n t  i s  r e f e r r e d  to  m  M ich a e l  H e r i t y ,  

Eugene O’ C u r r y ' s  E a r l y  L i f e :  d e t a i l s  f r o ,  an 

n n p u b l i s r o d  l e t t e r  i n  F . M . A . J .  X .2  (1 Q G 7 ) , 1 ^ 4 .

2 . £,£. , 9 Aug. 1841.

- ! * Ì Ì* ,4

- *4-1

/
4



1 2 .  L A I . ,  4 J a n .  1 8 4 5  ( 3 3 2 5 ,  9 ) .

1 3 .  C. J . ,  22 F e b .  1 8 4 1 .

1 4 .  G e r a l d  G r i f f i n .  The Ppe t l c c i  and D r a m a t ic  dories 

o f  G e r a ld  G r i f f i n . D u b l i n ,  1 8 9 5 ,  7 9 - 8 0 .

1 5 .  K . F . D . ,  L e t t e r s  from  the C oast  o f  C l a r e  i n  D.U.I.l. 

X V I I I  (Nov. 1 8 4 1 ) ,  5 5 4 ;  LNR., 10 Nov. 1 8 4 0 .

1 6 .  T .C .  F e s t e r ,  Le t t e r s  on th e  C o n d i t i o n  o f  th e  

P e o p l e o f  I r e l a n d , London, 1 8 4 6 ,  3 0 8 .

17• Minute Book o f  I r i s h  R e p ro du c t i v e  Loan Fund

I n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  Co. C l a r e  ( P . R . O .  London -■ — ..... , .. ....- !- ■ .......... I ,|  ̂  ̂  ̂ 4

T 9 1 .  1 3 8 ) ,  4 3 .

1 2 • Devon Com m ission, 7 0 8 .
i

1 9 .  I b i d .

2 0 .  Minut e  Bool: o f  I r i s h  R e p r o d u c t i v e  Loan Fund

I n s t i t u t i o n  ( C l a r e ) ,  R e s o l u t i o n  o f  21 J u l y  1 8 3 4 .

A v i s i t o r  to  K i l k e o  I n  e a r l y  1841  s t a t e d  t h a t  

£.40 was a o u l i e d  f o r  on th e  day o f  h i s  v i s i t .  Of 

t h i s  L±5 was g r a n t e d  ( C. J . ,  11 F e b .  1 8 4 1 ) .

2 1 .  Devon Gemmas s i  o n , 7 0 8 .

22  •  ̂ 1 2  J a n - 184 2 .

2 3 .  L . R . ,  1 J u l y  1 8 4 2 .

1 ,<
298 V 'm 'i

t *  i

's. 0 -•
C h a p te r  T h ree  1 Means o f  L i v e l i h o o d  ( 2 )

f f
A p n_ 1 ’i '

3 .  L e w is ,  A T o p o g r a p h i c a l  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  I r e l a n d , i L ,

N'»'V9 3 .  V.fekp
j v t;vk

4 .  L n o t t ,  Two Months a t  K i l k e o ,  4 5 .  r  ., ^

5 .  L . C . ,  5 S e p . ’ 1 8 5 8 .

6 .  K n o t t ,  op. c i t . ,  4 6 - 7 .
J !

! ti
7 .  L e w is ,  o n .  c i t . ,  I I ,  9 3 .  f j 1’

---------------

8 .  Mason, P a r o c h j  a l  S u r v e y , I I ,  4 5 1 .

9 .  K n o t t ,  o p . c i t . .  4 1 .

1 0 .  C . J . , 25 S e p . ' 1 8 3 7 .

n v -r  7'jp '
M !

:
’t i ,> IrV  ̂O.f r

1 1 .  L i n e r l e k  S t a r , 25  J a n .  1 8 5 8 .  (
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2 4 .  |,r. R .  Le Fanu,x S e v e n ty  Y e a r s  o f  I r i s h  L i f e , 

London, 1 8 9 3 ,  8 9 .

2 5 .  K n o t t ,  Two Months a t  K i l k e o , 3 8 - 7 0 .

2 6 .  I u C . ,  7 F e b .  1 8 4 4 .

2 7 .  T i p p e r a r y  V i n d i c a t o r , 3 J u l y  1 8 4 7 .

2 8 .  L .  and C . E . , 24  Ju n e  1 8 4 8 .

2 9 .  Census o f  1 0 4 1 , 1 5 9 .

30. v. pp.
5 1 .  v .  p .  //A .

3 2 .  K n o t t ,  Two Months a t  K l l k e e , 4 2 ,  6 1 .

3 3 .  R e p o r t  o f  th e  Committee f o r  th e  R e l i e f  o f  Lie 

D i s t r e s s e d  D i s t r i c t s  m  I r o l o n d  1 8 9 J , London, 

1 8 2 3 ,  5 7 .

3 4 .  Mason, P a r o c h i a l  S u r v e y , I I ,  4 7 7 .

3 5 .  K n o t t ,  Two Months a t  K l l k e e , 3 2 .

3 6 .  C . J . ,  5 March 1 8 3 5 .  The s u r v e y o r  a l s o  p o i n t e d

o u t  t h c t  sand and seaweed wtaje, c a r r i o d  b s c l  i n t o

th e  i n t e r i o r  on th e  r e t u r n  j o u r n e y .

3 7 .  L i m e r i c k  S t a r  and Ev en in g  P o r t , 17 J a n .  1 8 3 7 ;

C'. j?/,* 19 ’J a n ’. 1 8 3 7 .  ' '

3 0 .  C k J . ,  21 Se p .  1 8 3 7 .

3 9 .  T o i s  may w e l l  have b e e n  a f t e r  a p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  

as  t h e  C h a n c e l l o r  w± cii h i s  f a m i l y  and b r o t h e r - i n  

law, Aubrey de V e r e ,  v i s i t e d  K i l k o e  m  Se p .  1838  

( C . J .  , 20  Se p .  1 8 3 8).

4 0 .  L . R . ,  25  J u n e  1 8 4 0 .

4 1 .  L_j3. ,  J a n .  1 8 4 2 .

4 2 .  I b i d .

4 5 .  Ch_J. ,  18  A p r i l  1 8 4 2 .

4 4 .  Census o f  I r e l a n d  1 8 4 1 , 1 6 4 .

4 5 .  PP 1 8 3 5  XXXII  ( i ) ,  2 5 4 .

2 9 9

C h a p t e r  T h r e e  M e a n s  o f  L i v e l i h o o d  ( 2 )



4 6 .  Freem an,  PreFamine I r e l a n d , 6 .

4 7 .  Census o f  I r e l a n d  1 8 4 1 , 1 6 4 .

C h a p t e r  T h r e e  ' M e a n s  o T ^ L i v e l i h o o d  ( 2 )

C hapter  Four  N e c e s s i t i e s  o f  L i f e

1 .  J . G .  K o h l ,  I r e l a o d , London, 1 8 4 3 ,  4 7 .  

l a .  Census o f  1 8 4 1 , 1 5 8 - 9 .

2 .  K o h l ,  op.  c i t . , 4 8 .

3 .  K n o t t ,  Tv/p Months a t  K i l k e e , 9 1 - 2 ,  8 8 - 9 ,  9 6 .

4 .  R e p l i e s  t o  Q u e s t i o n s , PP 1836  XXXI.

5 .  PP 1825 V I I ,  2 0 7 .

6 .  K n o t t ,  op.  c i t . ,  5 7 - 8 .
i

7 .  Quoted I n  D a n ie l  Corkeiyy, The Hidden I r e l a n d ,

A Study o f  G a e l i c  Munster  m  t h e  E ig h t e e n t h .  C e n t u r y , 

D u b l i n ,  19 5 6 ,  1 3 .

8 .  Lady C h a t t c r t o n ,  Ramble? i n  t h e  Souuh o f  I r e l a n d  

du r i n g  1 8 5 8 , 2 v o l s . ,  London, 1 8 3 9 ,  I T ,  2 1 3 .

9 .  Devon Comm ission, 7 0 4 .  - ,•

1 0 .  w'o'odhapi-Sniith, The G r e a t  H unger , 7 2 .

11 .  R e p l i e s  to  Q u e s t i o n s , PP 1836  XXXI.

1 2 .  C o rk e ry ,  op .  c i t . ,  1 5 .

1 3 .  PP 1835  XXXII  ( i i ) ,  Supplement t o  Appendix B , 2 0 6 .

1 4 .  PP 1 8 5 5  XXXII ( i ) ,  6 2 4 .

1 5 .  K n o t t ,  Two Months a t  K l l k e e , 9 1 ,  9 7 .

1 6 .  I b i d . , 9 7 .

1 7 .  R e p o r t  o f  the Committee f o r  t h e  R e l i e f  o f  th e

D i s t r e s s e d  D i s t r i c t s  m  I r e l a n d  1 6 ? 2 , 5 7 .



C h a n t e r  F o u r ' k 13 N c c e s s i t i o a  o f  L i f e

1 8 .  A v i s i t o r  to  I l i l k e e  i n  1 8 2 2  re m a rk e d :

" I n  t h e  t o v n o f  K i l k e e ,  i n  t h e  county  o f  C l a r e ,  

when I  was p a s s i n g  th r o u g h  I t  i n  th e  t im e  o f  tn e  

d i s t r e s s  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 8 2 2 ,  t h e  p e o p le  were i n  a 

group a t  th e  s i d e  o f  t h e  pound, r e c e i v i n g  m eal  

i n  t h e  way o f  c h a r i t y ,  and a t  tn e  sane t ime th e  

pound was c h o k e - f u l l  o f  c a t t l e ;  o f  c o u r s e  th e  

m i l k  o f  t h o s e  cows would have been  ’’f o r t h  som ething 

i f  i t  could have b een  c o t a m e d .  (PP 1 8 2 5  V I I ( 5 0 1 ) ,  

1 3 2 )  .

1 9 . K n o t t ,  o n . c i t . ,  8 7 .

2 0 . L . C . , 3 J u n e  1 8 3 7 .

2 1 . L u R . ,  16  J u l y  1839 v

2 2 . K n o t t ,  op. c i t . ,  6 3 - 4 .

2 5 . L . R . , 22  J u l y  1 8 4 2 .

2 4 . PP 1 8 3 5  X X X l I ( i i ) ,  Supplement  to  Appendix 3 ,  2 0 6 .

2 5 . K n o t t ,  o p . c i t . , 1 0 5 .

2 6 . I b i d . ,  6 2 - 3 .

2 7 . I b i d . , 6 0 ;

M . F . D . ,  L e t t e r s  from t h e  Coasb o f  C l a r e  i n  D.IT.K.
1 f (

X V II  ( J u n e  

2 8 . K n o t t ,  Two

2 9 . I . 1 . F . D . ,  S c e n e s  on t h e  S h o r e s  o f  th e  - A t l a n t i c , I I ,  

2 9 5 .

3 0 . M . F . D . ,  L e t t e r s  from th e  C o a s t  of  C lau s  m  D. U . Id.

X V I I I  ( J u l y  1 8 4 1 ) ,  6 1 .

3 1 . L . R . ,  11 Aug. 1840

3 2 . K n o t t ,  op. c i t . ,  1 2 0 .

3 3 .PP 1835  X X X I I ( i i ) ,  S u p p l .  t o  Appendix E,  2 0 6 .

1 8 4 1 ) ,  7 7 1 .

Months a t  K i l k e o ,  6 0 .



Ch a p t e r  F o u r  ' N e c e s s j t i e s  o f  L i f e

a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  Board  o f  H e a l t h " .

5 5 .  K.H. C o n n e l l ,  The P o p u l a t i c o  o f  I r e l a n d , 

1750  -  1 8 4 5 , 2 1 7 .

3 6 .  I b i d . ,  2 1 5 .

3 7 .  PP I S 35 XXXII  ( i ) ,  6 2 6 .

4 7 .  I b i d .

4 9 .  PP 1855  X X X I I ( i ) ,  3 1 6 .

5 0 .  I b i d . ,  2 5 6 .

5 1 .  ~T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , C a p t a in  Mann t o  T r e v e l y a n ,

15 Hov. 1 8 4 7 ,  T64/367A ( 3 ) .

5 2 .  P . F .  Egan,  The P a r i s h  o f  B a l l l n a s l o e ,  D u b l i n ,

5 3 .  h . C . , 25 Hay 1 8 3 9 .

5 4 .  Thorn's I r i s h  -almanac and O f f i c i a l  D i r e c t o r y

f o r  rhe  y e a r  1 8 4 4 , D u b l i n ,  1 8 4 4 ,  4 8 1 .
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D u b l i n  i n  K i l r u s h  on Monday. He uac  s e n t  down If )
> hv 1 51,
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3 9 .  I b i d . , 2 0 3 .

4 0 .  PP 18o5 X X X I I ( i i ) ,  S u p p l .  t o  Appendix  B ,  6 2 .

4 1 .  L . R . ,  1 5 ,  24 March 1 8 4 0 ;  C. J . ,  26  March 1 8 4 0 .  (
’ f t iT

4 2 .  PP 18o5 X X X I I ( i i ) ,  S u p p l . to  App. B ,  6 2 .  ' }  £
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1 .  PP 1 8 3 5  X X X I I I ,  2 2 8 c .

2 .  D u b l in  E v en in g  P o s t , 50 J a n .  1827  ( 5 3 2 1 ,  9 8 ) .

3 .  A m em oria l  t a b l e t  t o  F r .  Comyn i n  K i l k e e  C a t h o l i c  

Church g i v e s  h i s  age a t  d e a th  as 56  y e a r s  ( + 1 8 5 4 ) .  

I t  was n o t  u n u s u a l  a t  t h i s  p e r i o d  f o r  men under 

t h i r t y  t o  be a p p o in te d  as p a r i s h  p r i e s t s  i n  

K i l l a l o e  d i o c e s e .

4 .  Comyn C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , Thomas Comyn t o  Matt Moore,

1 Aug. 1 8 2 5 :  "would you beg o f  t h e  Dacon ( s i c )

M i c h i  t o  w r i t e  t o  m e " .  C l e a r l y  he had r o t  y e t  

b e e n  o r d a i n e d  p r i e s t  a t  t h i s  s t a g e .  The r e c e n t l y  

p u b l i s h e d  l i s t  o f  Maynooth s t u d e n t s  from 1795  to  

1895  t e l l s  us t h a t  he e n t e r e d  Maynooth i n  1617  b u t  

g i v e s  no o r d i n a t i o n  d a t e ,  a f a c t o r  vh ich  p o i n t s  

t o  h i s  h a v in g  b ee n  o r d a in e d  o u u s id e  t h e  c o l l e g e .

- -  Canon P a t r i c k  J .  H a m e l l ,  Maynooth S t u d e n t s  and 

O r d i n a t i o n s  1 7 9 5 - 1 8 9 5 ,  I n d e x  i n  I r i s h  E c c l e s i a s t 

i c a l  R e c o r d , 5 t h  s e r i e s ,  C IX .3 (M a r c h  1 9 6 8 ) ,  2 0 0 .

5 .  'Quoted i n  W . J ,  F i t z p a t r i c k ,  The L i f e  o f  C h a r l e s  

L e v e r , London and No1'' Y o rk ,  n . c ] . ,  1 6 1 n .

6 .  Dub 11 n E v en in g  P o s t , 50 J a n .  1827 ( o 3 2 1 ,  9 , ° ) .

T h is  p o i n t s  out  t n a t  he was a n a i l r - ?  K a l f e a r a g h  

p a r i s h .  That  he  came from C o r b a l l y  i s  c l e a r  

from t h e  Comyn C o r r e s p o n d e n c e .

7 .  F r . Tom M cln e rn e y  i s  a lm o s t  c e r t a i n l y  th e  p e r s o n  

r e f e r r e d  to  i n  a l e t t e r  from F r .  Comyn's m other  to  

h e r  so n ,  J a m e s ,  (1 1  May 1 8 3 2 )  m  Comyn C o rresp o n d 

ence - -  '’M i c h a e l  . . . . i s  o u t  s a y in g  Fas-,  t o - d a y  f o r  

th e  u n f o r t u n a b e  F r .  Tom who d e p a r te d  t h i s  l i f e  

l a s t  n i g h t  a f t e r  a fe n  h o u rs  i l l n e s s  brougnu on, 

no d o u b t ,  by h i s  i n t e m p e r a n c e .  The poor  man had 

been suspended f o r  some t im e  b a c k " .

C h a p t e r  F i v e  R e l i g i o n
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1

,’8 i * F i t z p a t r i c k ,  op. c i t . ,  7 8 ,  8 2 ,  1 0 3 .
r  ,At; - — ---------------?'V
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HUM Pas an P h i o b a i r e  i n  I r i s l e a b h a r  n a  G a e i l g e  (Thef  w •* }   ■■■■■■■ i 1 -............  ’

y§|u G ae 1 i  c J  our n a l ) ,  v o l .  0 ( B e a l  t a m e  1 8 9 7 ) ,  1 6 .
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13'. Quoted i n  F i t z p a t r i c k ,  op .  c i t . ,  1 6 1 n .

A■A

,t; 13Ä L . R . , 15  S e o .  1 8 3 9 ..■0̂ 45 ~*1 --  3
**> i J

# b L . E . P .  and C . S . ,  25 Kay 1 8 3 0 .* —
t ftuf CĴ

ri 5 . ' L im er ic k  S t a n d a r d ,  20  Aug. 1 8 3 9 .fnk : , ----- -------------------------
M6.L I r i s h  C a t h o l i c  D i r e c t o r i e s  o f  th e  p e r i o d ,'■it je.  ̂ -*■

aki7V*L . E . P .  and C . S . ,  13  Nov. 1 F 2 9 .
AA
I Ì 8 A l b i d .fV>- ---
(•"19. I b i d .
AdA
2 0 v m . E . P .  and C . S . ,  18  D ee.  1 8 2 9 .p i t  --------------------------

I b i d . , 12 Ncv. 1 8 3 0 .  Major  McNamare c o n t r i b u t o d

< ^ ’ ,£10 ,  O'Gorman Mahon 10 g u m e a s .
l'-’-'k'

183.. I b i d . ,  26  O c t . 1 8 3 0 .
f iY - -------
^5.', I b i d . , l o . N o v .  1 8 2 9 .

fA\ I b i d . ,  29 J u l y  1 8 3 1 .  1 n
3A1 u:
*«5,&PP 1835 X X X I I ( i ) ,  Aopendix  A, 6 2 5 .
fig, •
9 26 . C. J  . ,  4 March 1 8 3 9 .  "Mr. Corny n used to  count  tru  ̂|V~ _  ' >A* m

't money t o  t h e  t r e a s u r e r ,  Mr. Kean, a f t e r  coming
i M v
iSfM-ili out o f  th e  c h a p e l " .
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{&??**‘C. J  . ,  24 F e b .  1 8 4 0 .  " P a t r i c k  Kean was t r e a s u r e rs \ ' 1 ‘

-V A* '
'\of  th e  f u n d " .

££?.*. PP 1825 V I I  ( 5 0 1 ) ,  1 2 9 .

e . g .  L . 3 . P .  and C . 3 . ,  16 Aug. 1 8 3 3 ;

L i m e r i c k  S t a r  and E v en in g  P o s t , Vj Aug 

I b i d . , 29 J u l y  1 8 5 6 .
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C n ap ter  F i v e R e l i g i o n

2 9 .  Corny n C o r r e s p o n d e n c e .

3 0 .  M c l n e r n e y ’ s f a t h e r  was a p l a s t e r e r  and stuccoinan 

and t h e  two o f  them had worked t o g e t h e r .

31 • 4 M arc i  1 8 3 9 .

L . C . ,  2 March 1 8 3 9 .8 8 .

i_̂ 0 • L .C .  , 18 J  an .

3 4 . L . C. , 22 F e b .

35 . L . C . , 20 , 27 ,

5 6 . L .C .  , 31 Aug.

3 7 . L. C. , 19 J u l y

58 . L.  C . , o ,< O Aug.

39 . PP 1825  V I I ,  ;

■ Mass and th e

4 0 .

4 1 .  

4 ? .

4 3 .

4 4 .

4 5 .

4 6 .

T h e r e f o r e  b r e a k f a s t  world  have b een  q r i t s  l a t e .  

L . B . P. and. C . S . , 23  Aug. 1 8 3 1 .

I . E .  P.  and C . S . , 13  Nov. 1 8 8 9 .

Pi_ 1335  X X X I I I ,  2 2 9 c .

Mason, P a r o c h i a l  S u r v e y , I I ,  4 6 0 .

IT  1 8 2 5  V I I  ( 5 0 1 ) ,  1 2 5 .

J u l y  1 8 3 9 .

N a t i o n a l  S c h o o l s  R e g i s t e r , County S c r i e s ,  C o . C l a r e ,  

V o l .  I ,  1 4 9 .  

h . R . ,  25  J u l y  1 8 3 9 .

L . B . I .  and C . S . , 1 J u l y  1 8 2 8 .

L . 0  . , 12 J a n .  1 8 4 2 .

PP 1825  V I I ,  2 1 9 .

Mason,  P a r o c h i a l  S u r v e y , I I ,  4 6 0 - 1 .

L . C . , 7 May 1 8 4 5 .

P . C . B a r r y ,  A. J  . , The Leg i s l a t i o n  o f  th e  Sy nod o f  

T h r r l e s ,  1 8 5 0 , i n  I r i s h  T h e o l o g i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  

X X V I .2 (A p rx l  1 9 5 9 ) ,  1 3 8  -  1 4 3 .
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C h a p ter  F i v e  ' ? ‘a^  * -..R e l i g i o n

5 4 .  G e r a ld  G r i f f i n ,  Poems one P i s  v s , 7 9 .

5 5 .  P? 1825  V I I ,  2 1 7 .

5 6 .  Mason, P a r o c n i a i  S u r v e y , I I ,  4 5 8 .

5 7 .  M unster  lie ¿vs, 3 J a n .  1 0 6 3 .

5 8 .  L e t t e r s  c o n t a i n i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  th e  

A n t i q u i t i e s  o f  t h e  County o f  C l a r e  c o l l e c t e d  

d u r in g  tn e  p r o g r e s s  o f  th e  Ordnance Survey m

1 3 5 9 , 3 v o l s . ,  1 9 2 8  ( t y p e s c r i p t ) ,  I ,  3 5 4 .

5 9 .  L . 3 . P . and G . S . ,  22 May 1 8 2 9 .

6 0 .  From an MS i n  Canon C lancy  P a p e r s .

6 1 .  G i o l l a m h u i r e , F i l l c e e  I r i s h  i n  I r i s h  E d u c a t i o n a l  

Review VI ( S e p .  1 9 1 3 ) ,  719  -  7 2 6 .

6 2 .  I b i d  . , 7 2 0 .

6 3 .  PP 1825  V I I ,  2 1 7 - 8 .

6 4 ‘ 1 3 > 20  1 8 5 3 .

6 5 .  PP 1 8 3 6  X X X I I I ,  under  K i l r u s h ,  K i l f e a r a g h  e t c .  

6 6 .  L J 3 .  , 10 Aug. 1 3 4 2 .

6 7 .  L . C . , 21 Aug. 1 8 4 4 .

6 8 .  L . C . ,  1 7 ,  20 J a n .  1 8 4 4 .

0 9 .  L . C . ,  6 S e p .  1 8 3 4 ;  The L i m e r i c k  Times and

Ev en in g  H e r a l d , 10 Aug. 1 0 3 5 .

7 0 .  L_J1. , 51 J u l y  1 0 3 9 .

7 1 .  I b i d .

7 2 .  L . R . ,  4 Aug. 1 8 4 0 .  The P a r l i p n e n b ? r v  G a z e t t e e r  

o f  I r e l a n d , 4 1 8 ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i t  v a s  b u i l t  w i th  

a d o n a t i o n  o f  £ 1 ,1 8 4 / 1 / 6  from  t h e  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  

Comm issioners  and £ 2 0 0  f rom  p r i v a t e  d o n a t i o n s .

7 3 .  Lj^C. ,  5 Aug. 1 8 4 3  ( 3 3 2 3 ,  1 1 1 ) .

4 Aug • 1 8 4 0 .

7 5 .  L ^ C . , 16  Aug. 1 8 4 3  ( 3 3 2 3 ,  1 1 1 )

7 6 .  L i m e r i c k  S t a r  and E v ening  P o s t , 30 wee. 1 8 3 6 .
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Chapter Five Religion

77. PP 1825 VII, 222.
78, LjC., 11 Sep. 1841.

79. LJt., 5 Sep. 1845.
80. The Amphitheatre, on the west side of Kilkee Bay, 

Is a natural rock formation shaped like an 
amphitheatre, with one side opening to the sea.

81• L. and C.E., 19 July 1848.
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Chapter Six Politics
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1. Clare Sentinel, 18 July 1828 (3321, 265). In Fr.
John Brady's Catholics and Catholicism in the 
Eighteenth Century Press (Kaynooth, 1S65), we find 
an example of a similar penance talien from the 
Dublin Chronicle of 17 Sep. 1791: "Cork, Sept.10.
Eleven persons, who had gone to church to see a 
neighbour's child married, and partook of the bridal 
feast, were obliged to perform public penance In 
the North Chapel, standing in white sheets, as a 
warning to others how they should dare to profane 
themselves, by going within the walls of a church, 
or partake of heretical food". (Brady, 278).
Fr. Comyn's part in the actual election can be 
seen from the following: "In one of the booths
yesterday the Rev. Mr. Comyn, P.P. of Killard, 
after some of the voters he had brought with him 
had declared for O ’Connell, used to shake then by 
the hand and kiss them as warm as ever a young 
Irishman kissed the girl of his heart. IIo must 

by this time be an adept in the art”. (C.J .,
3 July 1828 - Canon Clancy Papers).
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■* **■ Ĵ ‘9̂- ‘V ?<
• -  4/

. %
-  P k W\aT.i-t >«lob-p- x
'i < i  ’■' #y ^ # , ß-

'it\ j ’ ■*$ v-> ■>1'??*

" s i r l f
S %\rr,W"' *1
^ w w r  

VÄ S S iA jx V f i"Mf< 
A'f fei '

’ W> ' ”i
“A l • •■ I

■ # 3 f c■ ^ ü.
, <  m -
.,»,*5'  ̂9#
^ & Ä ‘
*
J r i i i f  aä®

^ K P  $  

: : ^ M ,
'Ah-J m ,1  ̂*\ V%1*§£

;kV  ¡$g"»,<<• . ;  ;vg
.?.r ? J f

J f J i
- 'AM«

4 7 f
f f f #

A”‘S.#ts? *Äi«f

"tV'X
¡w,'j prn̂
t "' ./'i- r- V #  '■j. u ’ui X‘r&#£'2^ v_
' «.AH

Ä

"L J
'A-ft-.. teäja
M / ,

» i* w »   ̂

.'äk̂ S#4#

11 ̂ j  "

308
"P^iktP

, f XV
ivhÄt”

Cli ap t  e r  Sj *- P o l i t i c :

2 .  L . 3 . P .  and C . S . ,  19 Nov. -1 8 5 0 .

3 .  L i r u e n c r  Otar  and Svenlnp; P o s t , 10 J o n e  1 8 3 6 .

4 .  L^Ji. , 3 Nov. 1 8 4 0 .

5 .  C ^ . , 2 2 ,  2 6  A p r i l  1 8 4 1 ;  L . r i . , 23  A p r i l  1 8 4 1 .

6 .  L J 3 . ,  7 J u l y  1 8 4 1 .

7 .  L J * . , 16 Ju n e  1 3 4 3 .

8 .  J . C .  3 c c k e t t ,  The Plalcx/ip; o f  N.odern I r e l a n d  

1 6 0 5 - 1 9 2 3 , London, 1 9 6 6 ,  3 2 7 .

o ♦ L . C . , 5 J-

1 0 . i . e . , 8 .

•i—1 
i—1 L . R . , 26

1 2 . T R —.. >■., o

1 3 . I b i d .

1 4 . L . C .  , 10

1 5 . L . R . , 25

1 6 . L . l i . , 2 .

I ? . F i t z p e r r :

CO 
i—i L . C .  , 12

19 . I b i d .

2 0 . C . J .  , ’ 5 :

2 1 . r >3J-J ♦ x ̂ • j 27

2 2 . C . J  . , 29

2 5 . L . C. , 4 £

2 4 . i_i. C . , 29

2 5 . T ^L . o # ^ 19

June 1844.

xO

Clippter Leven Lan^uapp jn d  E d u c a t i o n

1 .  K o o t t ,  i\»o luontlis a t  K l l k e e , 4 2 .

2 • b r a c t  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  i n  Answer to  Q u s r i e s
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2 .  ( C o n t d . )  concerning ;  th e  P a r i s h e s  I n  t h e  D i o c e s e s  

o f  K i l l a l o e  and K i l f e n o r a  1 8 2 1 . ( N . L . I .  IIS.  3 5 2 ) .

3 .  D u t to n ,  S u rv e y  o f  C l a r e , 3 0 3 .

4 .  K n o t t ,  o p . c i t . ,  1 0 9 .

5 .  C l a r e  Champion, 28  S e p .  19 68 ( A r t i c l e  on Eugene
s '

0 1 Cnrr" ’' by M i c h e á l  0 hAodha) . A cco rd in g  t o  Jo h n  

O'Donoveui, 0 rCurry a l s o  t a u g h t  f o r  a w h i le  i n  a 

s c h o o l  a t  K i l k e e  — M i c h a e l  H e r i t y ,  Eugene 

0 ' C u r r y ' s  E a r l y  L i f e :  d e t a i l s  f ro m  an u n p u b l i s h e d  

l e t  ben i n  N .M . A . J . X . 2  ( 1 9 6 7 ) ,  1 4 4 .

6 .  L . C. ,  24 Aug. 1 8 4 4 .  The f o l l o w i n g  r e p o r t  appeared  

i n  t h e  Munster  Ile^s o f  25  J u n e  1864 on th e  d e a t h

o f  Sm ith  O ' B r i e n :  "T h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  t a k e n  by

t h e  la m e n te d  l '/ i l l iam  S .  O ' B r i e n  m  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  

o f  th e  harm onious G a e l i c ,  was g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  

by p a t r o n s  o f  s c h o o l s ,  and m a s t e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  o f  

tn e  n s t j v e  l a n g u a g e ,  was shown by t n e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e  Rev .  Mr. B r e e n ,  t h e  r e s n s c b e d  P . P .  o f  K i l k e e ,  

and Rev. Mr. Malone, h i s  z e a l o u s  c u r a t e ,  a u th o r  

o f  t n e  C'rurch H i s t o r y  o f  I r e l a n d ,  t r a v e l l e d  th e  

•whole viay t o  L i m e r i c k  on T h u rsd ay ,  and y e s t e r d a y  

p ro ceed ed  to  C aherm oyle ,  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  f u n e r a l  a t  

d a i c h  so l a r g e  a body o f  t h e i r  so croc1 o r d e r  were 

p r e s e n t .  P erh ap s  one o f  t h e  most  d e a s i n g  v i s i t s  

e v e r  _jajd by t h e  em inent  I r i s h m a n  bo K i l k e e  was 

t h e  l a s t ,  when he  t o o k  p a r t  In t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  I r i s h  p u p i l s ,  whom t h e  c lergy m en named 

p r e p a r e d  f o r  th e  p u r p o s e ,  and honoured the l a t t e r  

m  th e  h o s p i t a b l e  r e s i d e n c e  which i t  /as hoped he 

would a g a i n  f a v o u r .  . . .  " .

7 .  Hogan, A D i r e c t o r y  o f  I l i l b e e , 1 1 .  O'Moaly i s  a l s o  

m e n t io n ed  i n  t h e  l i s t s  o f  t e a c h e r s  compiled I n  

1 8 2 4 .
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8 .  A l l  t h e s e  a r e  l i s t e d  under K i l k e e .

9 .  Lj_C. ,  1 O c t .  1 8 5 1 .  T h is  t e l l s  us t h a t  O ' i ' e a l y  

was r e - e l e c t e d  C l e r k  o f  tno  K i l k e e  P e t t y  S e s s i o n s .

1 0 .  R . C . P .  1 8 4 5 - 7 ( C l a r e ) ,  Note on a l e t t e r  o f  Dr.

Joh n  G r i f f i n  t o  S i r  Randolpn R o u th ,  8 March 1 8 4 7 .

1 1 .  H . F . D . j  L e t t e r s  from th e  C oost  o f  G l a r e  m  D .U .H . , 

X V I I I  ( S e p .  1 8 4 1 ) ,  3 4 4 .

1 2 .  L . end C. L . ,  8 Nov. 1 8 5 4 .

1 3 .  v .  n o t e  6 .

1 3 a .  Census o f  I r e l a n d  1 8 7 1  (M u n ste r ), D u b l i n ,  1 6 7 4 .

1 4 .  T .  C o r c o r a n ,  S . J . ,  Some L i s t s  o f  C a t h o l i c  Lay 

T e a c h e r s  and t h e i r  i l l e r a ]  s c h o o l s  i n  l a t e r  

p e n a l  t i m e s , D u b l i n ,  1 9 3 2 ,  1 1 4 .

1 5 .  I b i d .

1 6 .  'N.J.  F i t z p a t r i c k ,  The L i f e ,  Times and C o rre s p o n d 

ence  o f  3 t .  Rev .  D r .  D o y le ,  B is h o p  o f  h i I d aro 

and L e i g h l i n , 2 v o i s . ,  D u b l i n ,  1 8 6 1 ,  I ,  1 6 8 .

1 7 .  C o r c o r a n ,  o p . c i t . ,  1 1 4 .

1 8 .  D u t t o n ,  Survey  o f  C l a r e , o 6 2 .

1 9 .  Knott",  Tuo Months o t  K i l k e e , 1 0 9 .

2 0 .  Hogan, a  D i r e c t o r y  o f  K i l k e e , 1 4 .

2 1 .  K n o c t ,  o p . c i i . ,  1 0 9 - 1 1 0 .

2 2 .  I b i d . ,  1 0 8 .

2 o .  I M F . ,  1 0 9 .

2 4 .  H . F . D . ,  S c e n e s  on t h e  S h o r e s  o f  the A t l a n t i c ,

2 v o l s . ,  London, 1 8 4 5 ,  I I ,  4 - 6 .

2 5 .  I b i d . ,  I I ,  2 0 .

2G. Census o f  1 8 4 1 , 1 5 8 - 9 .

2 7 .  A i p l l c f i t i  m s  f o r  G r ° n t s  f o r  M o t io n a l  S c h o o l s ,

C h a u t e r  S e v e n  L a n g u a g e  o n c i E d u c a t i o n

C l a r e ,  1 8 5 5 - 4 7 , Ho. 3 9 .

2 8 .  Note on b a c k  o f  above a p p l i c a t i o n .
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2 9 .  Nat i o n a l  S c h o o l  s '  R e g i s t e r ,  County S e r i e s ,

Co. C l a r e , v o l .  I ,  n o .  4 6 .

3 0 .  I b i d .

3 1 .  v .  n o t e  8 7 .

3 2 .  A u p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  G r a n ts  ( Q u e r i e s  t o  be answered 

on a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  Com i s s i o n e r s  o f  E d u c a t i o n  f o r  

a i d  tow ard s  th e  s a l a r y  o f  t h e  T e a c h e r s  o f  K i l k e e  

N a t i o n a l  S c h o o l s ) ,  n o .  1 1 C.

3 3 .  N a t i o n a l  S c h o o l s  R e g i s t e r ,  Co. C l a r e ,  V o l . I ,  4 6 .

3 4 .  I b i d .

3 5 .  I b i d .

06 . L G . ,  15 F e b .  1345  ( 5 5 2 5 ,  8 ) .

5 7 .  L G . ,  1?  A p r i l  1 8 4 5  ( 3 3 2 5 .  2 6 ) .

5 8 .  A p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  G r a n ts  ( Q u e r i e s  on a p p l i c a t i o n  

f o r  a id  towards t e a c h e r s '  s a l a r i e s ) ,  n o .  1 1 C .

39 . I b i d .

4 0 .  N a t i o n a l  S c h o o l s  S a l a r y  B o o k s ,  Munster 1 3 4 4 - 5 .

4 1 .  A p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  G ra n ts  ( Q u e r i e s  on a o o i i c a t i o n  

f o r  a i d  tow ards  t e a c h e r s '  s a l a r i e s ) ,  n o .  ] 1 0 .

«><

V'iC I,
E»Th' 1 
Qr11"iQr

C hapter  E i g h t R e e r e a t  Ion

1 .  Mason, P a r o c h i a l  S u r v e y . I I ,  4 5 9 - 4 6 0 .

2 . Dwyer, The D i o c e s e  o f  K i l l a l o e  from t h e  R e f o r m a t i o n  

t o  th e  C lo s e  o f  t h e  E i g h t e e n b h  Centur~~., 5 0 0 .

3 .  C o n s t a n t i a  M axwell ,  The S t r a n g e r  m  I r e l a n d ,
r

Lonuoa3 1 Q 5 4 ,  2 6 3 ,

Xj • RACI O

Aug . 1838

.£•> 1 Sep

S e p . 1 8 5 8 .

.  E . , 1 Sep
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8 .  L . R . , 18  Aug. 1 8 4 0 ;  L . C . , 21  S e p .  1 0 4 4 .

9 .  L . R . , 28  J u l y ,  8 Se p .  1 8 4 0 .

1 0 .  L . C . , 3 Aug. 1842  ( g i v i n g  p ro g ram n e) .

1 1 .  V C . ,  27 Aug. 1842  ( 3 3 2 2 ,  1 2 3 ) .

26 Aug. 1 8 4 3 .1 2 . L . C . ,

1 3 .  L . R . , 11 Aug. 1 8 4 0 .

1 4 .  I b i d .

1 5 .  L A . ,  26  Aug. 1 8 4 3 .

1 6 .  L . G . ,  2 S e p .  1 8 4 3 .

1 7 .  L . C . ,  5 Se p .  1 8 3 8 ;  L . R . , 18  A u g . ,  8 Se p .  1 8 4 0 .

1 8 . L A . ,  8 Se p .  1 8 4 0 .

19» I . R . , 17 Se p .  1 8 3 9 ;  12 Ju n e  1 8 4 0 .  F r .  Comyn

p r o b a b l y  b e g a n  t o  do t h i s  o n ly  a f t e r  t a k i n g  up 

perm anent  r e s i d e n c e  i n  K i l k e e .

2 0 .  L . C . ,  11 Se p .  1 8 4 1 ;  v .  a l s o  L . E . P . and C. S . ,

11 J u n e  1 8 3 0 .

2 1 .  Quoted I n  Mark T i e r n e y  O . S . D . ,  Murroe and B o h e r , 

The H i s t o r y  o f  an I r i s h  Country P a r i s h , D u b l i n ,  

1 9 6 6 ,  1 1 4 - 5 .

2 2 .  K n o t t ,  Two Months a t  K i l k e e , 6 2 .

2 3 .  I b i d . ,  1 6 4 .

2 4 .  I b i d .

25  . I b i d . ,  1 6 4 - 5 .

2 6 .  v .  D u t t o n ,  Survey  o f  G l a r e . 2 0 5 ,  " P r i v a t e  s t i l l s  

abound i n  e v e r y  d i r e c t i o n ” , and L . C . ,  20  A p r i l ,  

1841  f o r  a s e i z u r e  by e x c i s e  o f f i c e r s  n e a r  

K i l r u s h .

2 7 .  PF 1854 X, 1 3 9 .

2 8 .  C h a r l e s  L e v e r ,  Harry  L o r r e q u e r , 1 8 t h  e d . ,  London, 

n . o . ,  6 0 .

2 9 .  PP 1854 X, 1 7 7 .

3 0 .  T i e r n e y ,  Murroe and B o h er ,  1 1 6 .
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Ch ap ter  m ight R e c r e a t i o n

3 1 .  L A . ,  31 J u l y  1 8 3 9 .

3 2 .  L A . ,  29 Nov. 1 8 3 9 .  

3 Dec. 1 8 3 9 .o 3 . L . R . ,

5 4 .  L . R . , 7 J u l y  1 8 4 0 .

3 5 .  L A . ,  29 D e c .  1840  g i v e s  t h e  f i g u r e  20 -  2 5 , 0 0 0  

b u t  t h i s  was f a r  mors th a n  t h e  e n t i r e  p o p u l a t i o n

I t  i s  p r o b a b l y  a m i s t a k e  f o ro f  th e  p a r i s h e s .

20  -  25  h u n dred .

3 6 .  L A . , 13  Dec .  1 8 3 9 .

3 7 .  L A . ,  11 May 1844  ( 3 3 2 4 ,  3 0 ) .

3 8 .  L A . ,  27 J a n .  1 8 4 1 .

3 9 .  T i e r n e y ,  Murroe and B o h e r , 1 1 8 .

4 0 .  K evin  D a n a b er ,  I n  I r e l a n d  Long Ago, Corl , 1 9 6 2 ,  

1 4 8 - 9 .

4 1 .  Mason, P a r o c h i a l  S u r v e y , I I ,  4 5 5 .

4 2 • kiSL-> 27 A^g.  1845  ( 3 5 2 5 ,  7 0 ) .

4 3 .  L A . ,  3 Se p .  1 8 4 5  ( 3 3 2 5 ,  7 1 ) .

4 4 .  T ipperc-ry  V i n d i c a t o r , 10 J a n .  1 8 4 6 .

4 5 .  L A . ,  4 F e b .  1 8 4 6  ( 5 3 2 6 ,  9 ) ;  L . C . , A p r i l  1846

( 3 3 2 6 ,  3 6 ) .

4 6 .  L A . ,  6 O c t .  1846

Chapter  Nine H o l id a y  R e s o r t  ( 1 )

1 .  L . C . ,  5 Aug. 1 8 4 3  ( 3 3 2 3 ,  6 4 ) .  

2* Ç J . , 1 J a n .  1 8 3 5 .

3 .  C J . ,  20 Mar. 1 8 3 7 .

4 .  J . R .  Le Fanu ,  S e v e n t y  Y e a r s  o f  I r i s h  A f e , 0 5 .

5 .  L A . ,  15 Nov. 1 8 3 4 .

6 .  I . C . , 1 D e c .  1 8 3 8 .

• 7 * > A . ,  6 Aug. 1 8 3 9 .
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8 .  K . F . D . ,  L e t t e r s  from  t h e  C oast  o f  C l a r e  i n  D. U. M. 

X V I I I  (D ec .  1 8 4 1 ) ,  6 8 5 .

9 . L i n e r

1 0 .  L . C .

1 1 .  L . C .

1 2 .  L .C .

1 3 .  L .C .

1 4 .  Lime

1 5 * L -K - 

1 6 .  L . C . 

17 • L . C .

1 8 .  L . R .

1 9 .  L . C .

2 0 .  L . R .

2 1 .  L . C .

2 2 . v .  L

O  %  T  'O  O • JU * i I ®
2 4 .  L . C .

2 5 .  L . C .

2 6 .  j U . R  .

2 7 .  C . J .

16 So

2 8 .  L . C .

2 9 .  L . R .

30 .  L .R .

ck S t a r  and E v en in g  P o s t , 12 Aug. 1 8 3 6 .

8 J u n e  1 8 3 9 .

5 J u n e  1 8 3 9 .

31 Aug. 1 8 3 9 .

8 Ju n e  1 8 3 9 .  

i c k  S t a n d a r d ,  6 Aug. 1839

2 3  Aug. 1 8 3 9 .

1 4 ,  18  S e p .  1 8 3 9 .

18  Se p .  1 8 3 9 .

11 Aug. 1 8 4 0 .

20 Ju n e  1 8 4 0 .

11 Aug. 1 8 4 0 .

28  A p r i l  1 8 4 1 .

R . ,  16 J u l y  1 8 3 9 .

4 May 1 8 4 1 .

5 Se p .  1 8 3 8 .

19 Aug. 1 8 4 0 .

3 J u l y  1 8 4 0 .
¿ji'V'l - E t  -iV r»- c  p

3 A p r i l  1 0 5 1 .  v .  a l s o  KAy.L A - a-rAA/A, ,

p . 1 8 3 6 .

18  Aug. 1849 ( 3 3 2 9 ,  7 2 ) .

12  May 1 8 4 0 .

26  May 1 8 4 0 .

3 1 .  W.p. O ' B r i e n ,  The G r e a t  Famine i n  I r e l a n d  and a

r e t r o s p e c t  o f  t h e  F i f t y  Y e a rs  1 8 4 5 - 1 8 9 5 ,  1 0 .

3 2 .  L A . ,  11 J u n e  1845  ( 3 3 2 5 ,  4 4 ) .

3 e .  L . C . ,  28  May, 16 Aug, 1845  ( 3 3 2 5 ,  37 and 6 9 ) .
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5 6 .  Ti^e l i m e r i c k  T i n e s  and

37,

S o ,

39.

40 .

4 1 .

4 2 .

59

60 

61 

62 
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'  ”  3f  T l iV . ’Flcf-li d ay Resort (1 )

Evening Herald, 10 Aug.1835
I iogan, a  D i r e c t o r y  o f  K i l k e e , 3 .

Hogau, A S a i l  down th e  Sh a n n o n , 1 5 .

Mrs.  Shannon was p r o b a b l y  t h e  most  p r o l i f i c  

a d v e r t i s e r  among th e  h o t e l  owners .

L . C . , 6 May 1 8 4 3  ( 3 3 2 3 ,  2 9 ) .

L im er ic K  S t a r , 13  A p r i l  1 8 3 7 ;  C . J . ,  28 May 1840

L . C . , 8 May 1 8 4 1 .

4 3 .  L . C . , 24 F e b .  1844 ( 3 5 2 4 , 11)

L . C. , 15 F e b .  1845 ( 3 3 2 5 , 8 ) .

4 4 .  L . C . , 15 Aug. 1 8 4 5 ( 3 3 2 5 , 6 8 )

4 5 .  L . C . , 17 S e p .  1845 ( 3 5 2 5 , 7 4 )

4 6 .  L_j_C. , 9 Aug. 1 8 4 5 .

4 7 .  K n o t t ,  Two Months a t  K i lkee

4 8 .  K n o t t ,  op .  c i t . , 3 7 .

5 7 ;  L . C . , 26 May 1 8 4 1 .

4 9 .  L ^ C . ,  18  May 1842 ( 3 3 2 2 ,  5 6 ) .

5 0 .  e . g .  L . C . , 4 J u n e  1342  ( 3 3 2 2 ,  6 0 ) .

5 1 .  L . C . ,  10 Aug. 1 8 4 4 .

5 2 .  L . C . ,  18  Aug. 1 8 5 8 .

5 3 .  e . g .  L . C . , 1 8 ,  25  Fay 1 8 4 4 .

5 4 .  L^C.,  10 J u l y  1 8 4 4 .

5 5 .  M . F . D . ,  L e t t e r s  f rom  t h e  C o a s t  o f  C l a r e  i n  D. U. M. 

X V I I I  ( J u l y  1 8 4 1 ) ,  6 0 .

5 6 .  L . C . ,  22 Ju n e  1 8 4 2 .

5 7 .  K n o t t ,  Two Months a t  K i l k e e , 9 8 .

5 8 .  L . C . , 19 J u l y  1 8 4 3 .

L . C . , 31 Aug. 1 8 4 2 .

L . R . ,  23  S e p .  1 8 4 2 .

C . J . , 25 May 1 8 4 3 .

L . C . , 31 Aug. 1 8 4 2 .

L . C , , 24  May 1 3 4 3 .
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6 4 .  L . C . ,  19 J u l y  1 8 4 3 .

6 5 .  L. C. ,  2 >Aug. 1 8 4 3  ( 3 3 2 5 ,  6 5 ) .

6 6 .  L .  C. ,  24 Se p .  1 8 4 2 .

6 7 .  L .  C . , 2 Aug. 1 8 4 3 .

C h a p t e r  N i n e  H o I i d a y  R e s  o r  t  ( I )

C h ap ter  Ten H o l id a y  R e s o r t  ( 2 )

1 .  L . C . , 31 May 1 8 o 4 ,  15 J u n e  1 8 4 4 ;  C_h[., 28  A p r i l ,  

1 3 4 5 ;  J a n e s  F r a s e r ,  Handbook f o r  T r a v e l l e r s  i n  

I r e l a n d  d e s c r i p t i v e  o f  i t s  S c e n e r y ,  Towns, b e a t s , 

A n t i q u i t i e s  e t c . ,  4 t h  e d . ,  D u b l i n ,  1 8 5 4 ,  3 8 0 ,  

d e s c r i b e s  K i l k e e  as " p r o b a b l y  t h e  b e s t  b a t h i n g

p l a c e  m I r e l a n d " .

2 .  H a n d b i l l e n c l o s e d  i n  5 3 2 2 .

3 .  L J 3 . , 19 Aug. 1 8 4 3 ( 3 3 2 3 , 7 6 )

4 .  L . C . , 28 Ju n e  1845 ( 3 3 2 5 , 49 )

5 .  v . L . C . , 30 Aug. 1 8 5 1 .

6 .  At modern Sdmond P o i n t ,  th e n  a f a v o u r i t e  b a t h i n g  

p l a c e  f o r  n e n .

7 .  So c a l l e d  a f t e r  a nan who l o s t  I n s  l i f e  w h i le  

b a t h i n g  t h e r e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  the c e n t u r y  - -  

L . C . , °  O c t .  1 3 5 2 .
i

8 .  e . g .  L J 3 . ,  16 Aug. 184 5 ;  L.  and C . S . , 9 S e p .  1048  

10 Aug. 1 8 5 0 ,  17 Se p .  1 8 5 1 .

9 .  e . g .  L .  and C.E., 9 S e p .  1 8 4 8 .

1C. L^G.,  17 S e p .  1 8 5 1 .

1 1 .  L .  and C . S . ,  12 S e p .  1 8 4 9 ;  LhC. ,  25 ¿aig. 1 8 3 8 .

1 2 .  M . F . D . ,  L e t t e r s  from t h e  C o a s t  o f  C l a r e  m  D.1T.L 

X V I I I  ( S e p .  1 8 4 1 ) ,  3 4 3 .

1 3 .  R e c o r d in g  t a k e n  from a B . B . C .  r a d i o  programme o f  

23  J a n .  196o  ( T i t l e  -  Sc ra p b o o k  f o r  1 9 0 2 ) .



C h a p te r  Ten H o l id a y  R e s o r t  ( 2 )

1 4 .  L .  C. , 11 S e p .  1 8 4 1  (Song by Pad a;7 9 ' I I e i l l ) .

1 5 .  K n o t t ,  Two Months a t  K i l k e e , 1 6 5 .

1 6 .  Hogan, A D i r e c t o r y  o f  i a l i ' c c , 5 2 ;

L . C . 29 May 1 8 4 1 .

1 7 .  Hogan, op. c i t . ,  3 2 - 3 .

1 8 .  e . g .  C A J . ,  6 ,  27  J u l y  1 8 4 3 .

1 9 . L,. R . , 4 J u l y

20 . L.. 0 . , 30 Sep .

2 1 . L,. C . , 18 Ju n e

2 2 . L,. R . , 25 Se p .

2 3 .  L . E . P . and G . S . ,  5 J u l y  1 8 3 1 .

2 4 .  K n o t t ,  Two Months a t  K i l k e e , 6 5 - 7 .

2 5 .  Ib id . ,

2 6 .  I b i d . ,  3 9 .

2 7 .  L J R . ,  14 J u l y  1 8 4 0 .

2 8 .  L^R. ,  18  Aug. 1 8 4 0 .

2 3 .  LHK., 6 S e p .  1 8 4 4 .

3 0 .  L . R . ,  18 Aug. 1 8 4 0 ,

151 • L .  and C . E . ,  15 S e p .  1 8 4 9 .

3 2 .  tv. C h a p t e r  F i v e ,  n o t e  8 0 .

3 3 .  K . F . D . ,  L e t t e r s  from th e  C o a s t  o f  C l a r e  i n  D.U.ivf. 

X 1 I I I  ( S e p .  1 8 4 1 ) ,  3 4 1 .

5 4 .  K n o t t ,  Two h~>nths a t  K i l k e e , 2 0 5 - 9 ;  Hogan, A S a i l  

donn t h e  Sh annon , 2 1 ;

L . C . . 3 ,  6 ,  13  F e b .  1 8 3 6 .

3 5 .  K n o t t ,  Two Months a t  K i l k e e . 2 1 0 - 5 ;  L J 3 . ,  1 8 , 2 8 ^  

1 8 3 6 .

3 6 .  L . C . ,  4 Ju n e  1 8 3 6 .

¿ 7 .  e . g .  L . C . , 18 J u n e  1 8 3 6 .

3 8 .  L i m e r i c k  S t a r  and E v en in g  l o s t , 12 Aug. 1 8 3 6 .

39 • 13  P e b * 1 5 3 4 ;  CKJ. ,  30 Kay 1 8 5 6 .

4 0 *  C . J . . 2 Ju n e  1 8 3 6 .
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H o l id a y  R e s o r t  ( 2 )

juki-t ̂

J u l y  1 8 4 0 .

L . C . , 24  Aug. 1 8 4 2 .

9 S e p .  1 8 4 3 .

4 4 • k £ - >  14 J u l 7  1 8 4 0 .

4 5 .  L A . ,  28  Aug. 1 8 4 1 .

4 6 .  M. F . D. ,  L e t t e r s  from t h e  C oast  o f  C l a r e  i n  D . U . F . 

X V I I I  ( J u l y  1841), 6 1 - 2 .

4 7 • L C - j S I  May 1 8 3 4 .

4 8 ,  -L. ana C. xii. , 8 S e p .  1 8 4 9 .

4 9 . L i m e r i c k  R e p o r t e r  and T j p n o r a r ^  V i n d i c a t o r ,,

17 Sop.  1 8 5 0 .  T h ere  ».ere s e v e r a l  r e p o r t s  about  

t h i s  t im e r e g a r d i n g  th e  s i g h t i n g  o f  t h e  s e a  

s e r p e n t ,  m a in ly  f rom  th e  Cor): a r e a .  A Cork s e a  

c a p t a i n  d e s c r i b e d  i t  as f o l l o w s :  " I  saw c l o s e

under t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  rhe  wra u e r ,  and on th e  

s t a r b o a r d  bow, a dark a p p e a r a n c e ,  and m  an 

i n s r a n r  i t  appeared on th e  s u r f a c e  as a huge 

l i v i n g  m o n ster  showing t h e  head and o ver  60 f e e t  

of  th e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  b a c k  o v e r  th e  w a t e r ,  and on 

h e a d in g  t h e  c u t t e r  we o b se rv e d  t h e  t a i l ,  and 

c l o s e  a f t e r  two o t h e r  f i s h  o f  a s i m i I s r  d e s c r i p t 

i o n  bua s m a l l e r .  The l a r g e s t  was f u l A  150 to  

200  f e e t  i n  l e n g t h ,  and t h e  head appeared s q u a re  

o f  iim-iense s i z e ,  w i th  o v a l  w h i te  e~.es o f  f u l l y  

f i v e  f e e t  long e a c h .  The e n t i r e  body seemed 

n e a r l y  b l a c k ,  w i th  a lump on the c e n t r e  o f  th e  

b a c h ,  end seemed t o  be  i n  c i r c u m f  e-pence about  th e  

s i z e  o f  t h e  h u l l  o f  a v e s s e l  o f  300 c o n s .  The 

two s m a l l  f i s h  wore about  40 f e e t  long  each and

s i m i l a r  t o  th e  l a r g e  one ............." [l .R .  and T . V .

17 Sep .  1 8 5 0 ) .

39 * L i m e n c L  S t a n d a r d ,  24 Aug. 1 8 4 0 .
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C h a p r e r  T e n

3 1 9

H o l i d a y  H o s o r t  ( 2 )

5 1 .  L ^ G . . 3 Aug. 1 S 4 2 .

5 2 • L - and C . L . , 1 Se p .  1 8 4 9 .

5 3 .  L .  and C . B . ,  15 Se p .  1 8 4 9 .

5 4 .  I b i d .

,55. L . C . , 11 S e p . 1841  (Song o f  Paddy O ' N e i l l )

5 6 . L . C . , 25 Ju n e 1 8 3 6 ;  L . R . ,  10 O c t .  1 8 4 5 .

5 7 . L . C . , 29 J u l y , 9 A u g . ,  1 8 4 5 .

5 8 . L . C .  . 22 O c t . 1 8 3 4 .

5 9 .  M . F . D . ,  L e t t e r s  f r o n  t b e  C o a s t  o f  C l a r e  ±n D. I1. tT, 

X V I I I  ( S e p .  1 8 4 1 ) ,  3 4 3 ;

L . G . , 19 A u g . ,  2 S e p .  1 8 4 0 .

6 0 .  D u t to n ,  S u rv e y  o f  C l a r o , 3 6 3 .

6 1 .  K n o t t ,  Two Months a t  K i l k e e , 4 2 .

6 2 .  L . S .  P . a id C . S . , 20  ¡¿ay 1 8 3 1 .

6 3 .  K n o t t ,  op. e x t , 6 4 .

6 4 .  G e r a l d  G r i f f i n ,  T a l e s  o f  th e  ¡ f u n s t e r  F e s t i v a l s

c o n t a i n i n g  Card Drawing,  The h a l f  S i r  and the

C o i n e r , London, 1 8 4 8 ,  1 8 - 9 .

6 5 .  L . C . ,  11 Sop.  1 8 4 1 .

6 6 .  L . C . ,  11 S e e .  1 8 5 0 .

r>

C h a r t e r  L l e v e n A P e o o le  " H a i r - s t a r v e d ' 1

1 .  LujC. ,  24 Fay 1 8 4 5 .

2 .  L . C . , 27 Aug. 1 3 4 5 .

3 .  io o d h a m -S m ith ,  The G r e a t  Hunger, 4 0 .

4 .  G_1J . , 18 S e p .  1 8 4 5 .

5 .  C . J . , 16 O c t .  1 8 4 5 .

6 .  T i p p e r a r y  V i n d i c a t o r , 25  O c t o b e r ,  1 8 4 5 .

7 .  L JR .  , 7 Nov. 1 8 4 5 .

8 .  LJ l . ,  8 Nov. 1 8 4 5 .
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3 2 0

C h a p t e r  E l e v e n n  P e o p l e  ' H a l f - s t a r v e d

JÄ.'

9 .  R.  Dudley Edwards and T .  Desmond W il l ia m s  ( e d s . ) ,

The G r e a t  Fam ine ,  Su u d ies  m  I r i s h  H i s t o r y  1 8 4 5 - 5 9 , 

D u b l i n ,  1 9 5 6 ,  2 1 0 - 1 .

1 0 .  Wo edit am -Sm ith ,  The Or c a t  H unger , 4 8 - 9 .

1 1 .  Edwards and W i l l i a m s ,  op. c i t . ,  2 1 3 .

1 2 .  R . C . P .  1 8 4 5 - 7 ,  I n s p e c t i n g  O f f i c e r s ,  d e p o r t s , 8 0 ,  

S t u d d e r t  t o  R e l i e f  C o m m iss io n ers ,  9 D ec .  1 8 4 5 .

1 3 .  I b i d . ,  1 4 1 ,  M o r r i s s  to  R e l i e f  C om m iss io n e rs ,

12 December 1 8 4 5 .

1 4 .  I b i d . , 173^ ( s i c ) ,  Hancock to  R e l i e f  C om m iss io n ers ,

13  D e c . 1 8 4 5 . ~

1 5 .  v .  A. F . E . ,  a .  7 99  ( r e c t e  8 0 4 ) .

16 .  R . C . P .  1 8 4 5 - 7 ,  I n s p e c t i n g  O f f i c e r s ,  R e p o r t s ,  1 5 6 ;

L . R . ,  16 D ec .  1 8 4 6 .

17 • 19  D e c - 1 8 4 5  •

1 8 .  I b i d ♦

1 9 .  The T im es ,  5 DeC . 1845  ( 3 3 2 5 ,  9 7 ) .

fm- 2 0 .  L j R . ,  2 D ec .  1 8 4 5 .

2 1 .  C . J  . , 19 J a n .  1 8 4 6 .

|'!fe 2 2 .  'Voodhan-Smlth, The G r e a t  Hunger,  6 1 - 2 .

c |  2 3 .  With r e g a r d  t o  t h e  second p r o p o s a l ,  Colonc]  Harry
^  '

J o n i h ,  Chairman o f  t h e  Board o f  Works, was r a t h e r

p e s s i m i s t i c .  I n  th e  p l a c e s  worst  h i t  by d i s t r e s s  

th e  more im p o r t a n t  r o a d s  had been  l a i d  down In  

t. , p r e v i c u s  f a m i n e s  and t h e r e  was l i t t l e  l e f t  to  be

; done e x c e p t  r o a d s  l e a d i n g  t o  f a m e .

. , 2 4 .  Woodham-Sni tfc , Tie e Gr e a t  Hunt,, e r  , 6 3 - 4 .

;w25. PP 1846  XXXVII ( 4 1 ) ,  9 -  1 3 ,  Rovth  t o  T r e v e l y a n ,

" - ' 15 J a n .  1 8 4 6 .K-*

26. C . J . , 15 J o n .  1 3 4 6 .«■< ------

■*,27. Ti o u e r a r y  V i n d i c a t o r , 14 J a n u a r y  1 8 4 6 .
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2 9 .

30 .

31 .

3 2 .

3 3 .

34 .

35.

3 6 .

37.

38.

’ 'F• Wf 7

39 .

4 0 .

4 1 .

4 2 .

43 .

4 4 .

4 5 .

The com m ittee  I n c l u d e d  f o u r  h o n o r a r y  members - -  

Mr. B u r t c n ,  C.V/. H a m il to n ,  Jo h n  s 'es tro p p  o f  

L i m e r i c k  and C a p t a i n  C reagh.  T h e re  were t h i r t e e n  

i n  t h e  working com m ittee  I n c l u d i n g  F r .  Corny n,

F r .  ■'/. O ' B r i e n ,  C . C . ,  Rev . J .  M a r t i n ,  Dr. T u i t e ,

Dr.  G r i f f i n  and R o b e r t  F i t z g e r a l d .

L . C . ,  14 J a n .  1 8 4 6  ( 3 3 2 6 ,  5 ) .

R . C . P .  1 8 4 5 - 7 ,  I n s p e c t i n g  O f f i c e r s ,  R e p o r t s , 3 4 3 ,  

J o n a s  S t u d d e r t  t o  S i r  L u c i u s  O ' B r i e n ,  11 J a n . 1 8 4 6 .  

I b i d . , 3 4 3 ,  H am il ton  t o  S i r  L u c iu s  O ' B r i e n ,

12 J a n .  1 8 4 6 .

L . R . , 27 J a n .  1 8 4 6 .

T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , Mann to  T r e v e l y a n ,  16 March 1 8 4 7 ,  

T 6 4 / 3 6 2 A ( 1 0 ) .

PP 1 8 4 6  X X X V II( 4 1 ) ,  1 0 ,  Routh t o  T r e v e l y a n ,

15 J a n .  1 8 4 6 .

R . C . P .  1 8 4 5 - 7 ,  I n s p e c t i n g  O f f i c e r s ,  R e p o r t s , 3 4 o , 

J o n a s  S t u d d e r t  t o  S i r  L u c iu s  O ' B r i e n ,  11 J a n . 1 3 4 6 .  

?P 184G H X X V I I (4 1 ) ,  1 0 ,  Rovth t o  T r e v e l y a n ,

15 J a n .  1 8 4 6 .

I b i d .

T his  ’ ''as u n d o u b te d ly  d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h a t  s e t  on 

10 J a n u a r y ,  a l t h o u g h  a number o f  p e o p l e  would be 

common t o  b o t h .

L . R . , 6 March 1 8 4 6 .  

hP 1 8 4 6  XXXVII( 4 7 9 ) ,  3 .

R . C . P .  1 8 4 5 - 7 ,  I n s p e c t i n g  O f f i c e r s ,  R e p o r t s , 5 9 4 .

PP 1846  XZiXV J I (  429  ) , 8 .

I b i d . , 3 .

I b i d . , 7 .

PP 1 8 4 6  X X X V I I ( 4 1 ) ,  2 8 4 .
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4 6 . I b i d .

4 7 . I b i d .

4 8 . R .C .P

8 2 ,  Routii t o  T r e v e l y a n ,  28  March 1 S 4 6 .

2 1 1 3 ,  Mann t o  S i r  Jam es Dombrain, 6 May 1 8 4 6 .

4 9 .  The L . and C. 5 . o f  20  May 1046  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  one 

l a n d l o r d  w i t h  an annual  r e n t a l  o f  h i , 200  gave 

£ 1 0 .  T h ere  i s  no such c o n t r i b u t i o n  m entioned  In  

Rev. Jam e s  M a r t i n ’ s l e t t e r .  Perhaps i t  a r r i v e d  

a f u c r  12 May - -  f rom  th e  Marquess Conyngham.

5 0 .  R . C . P .  1 8 4 5 - 7  ( C l a r e ) , Rev .  J .  M a r t i n  to  R e l i e f  

C o m m iss io n e rs ,  12 May 1 8 4 6 .

5 1 .  PP 1846  X XX V II( 4 1 ) ,  2 2 4 .

5 2 .  L ^ C . , 16 May 1 8 4 6  ( 3 3 2 6 ,  4 4 ) .

5 3 .  L E 3 . ,  1 A p r i l  1846  ( 3 3 2 6 ,  2 8 ) .

5 4 .  T i p p e r a r y  V i n d i c a t o r , 28 J a n .  1 8 4 6 ;

R . C . P .  1 8 4 5 - 7 ,  I n s p e c t i n g  O f P l c e r s ,  R e p o r t s ' , 3 9 2 .

5 5 .  L . R . ,  23  J a n .  1 8 4 6 .
- 1 " r

5 6 .  L . i ! . , 31 March 1 8 4 6 .

5 7 .  C ^ .  , 26  J a n .  1 8 4 6 .

5 8 • ¡¿¿H. , 20 March 1 8 4 6 ,

5 9 .  C . J . ,  9 F e b .  1 8 4 6 .
/%

6 0 .  L E I/ ,  20 March 1 8 4 6 .

6 1 .  L E 3 . ,  2 8  March 1 8 4 6  ( 3 3 2 6 ,  2 7 - 8 ) .

6 2 .  Woodham-Smith, The G r e a t  H unger , 7 8 .

6 3 .  L E ,  , 2 8  March 1846  ( 3 3 2 6 ,  2 8 ) .

6 4 .  LEM , 2 1  March 1 8 4 6  ( 3 3 2 6 ,  2 5 ) .

6 5 .  CMJ.,  27 A p r i l  1 8 4 6 .

6 6 .  U . .  12 May 1 8 4 6 .

6 7 .  T r e v e l j an P a p e r s ,  Mann to T r e v e l y a n ,  15 N ov.1 8 4 7 ,  

T 6 4 / 3 6 7 n ( 3 ) .

6 S ,  R . C . P .  1 6 4 5 ~ 7 ,  I n s p e c t i n g  O f P l c e r s ,  R e p o r t s , 5 7 3 ,  

R u s s e l l  t o  Board o f  Works, 18  F e b .  1 8 4 6 .
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■ C D
X  X 1846  :

7 0 . L.G . ,  18

7 1 . Edward s

7 2 . A.R . ,  6 ]

7 3 . l i 1846  :

7 4 . A. and C

ams, The G r e a t  F a m in e , 2 1 9 .

7 5 .  L u C . , 25 March, l i  A p r i l  1846  ( o 3 2 6 ,  2 7 ,  Oo);

L . and C. E . ,  20  May 1 8 4 6 .

7 6 .  A. end G . E . , 20  May 1 0 4 6 .  T h i s  coast,  r o o t  mas,

i n  f a c t ,  n e v e r  c o n s t r u c t e d .

7 7 • L - c - * 25 March 1846  ( 3 5 2 6 ,  2 7 ) .
- *■' ? s 7

7 8 .  C ^ J . , 27 A p r i l  1 8 4 6 .

7 Q. ? f  1 8 4 6  X XX V II( 4 1 ) ,  8 2 ,  8 6 ,  8 7 .

80 • A. and C . E . , 20  May 1 8 4 6 .

8 1 .  R . C . P . ; 1 8 4 6 - 7 ,  A cco un ts  e t c .  r e l a t i v e  bo R e l i e f  

D i s t r i c t s  1 8 4 6 , C i r c u l a r  answered bp i . i l r u s h  

R e l i e f  C o w r i t p e e .

8 2 .  R . C . P .  1 8 4 5 - 7 ,  I n s p e c t j  nn- O f f i c e r s ,  R e p o r t s , 4 2 1 ,

C.t '/. H am il ton  t o  R e l i e f  Ccmniss j on, 30 Ja r . .  1 8 4 6 .

8 5 .  I b i d . . ,  3 0 8 4 ,  Rev .  James m a a t m  to  Relief 
C o m m iss io n e rs ,  9 J u n e  1 8 4 6 .

8 4 .  E n c l o s u r e  m th  above.

8 5 .  Note on summary o f  M a r t i n ’ s l e t t e r  e n c l o s e d  w i th  

a b o v e .

8 6 .  ' t o  dh am -  Smi t h , Th o G re a t  Hu ny e r , 7 6 .

8 7 .  I . and C . E . , 13 May 1 8 4 6 ;

T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , Mann t o  T r e v e l y a n ,  15 Nov. 1 8 4 7 ,  

T 6 4 / 3 6 7 A ( 3 ) .

8 8 .  R .C .  P. 1 8 4 5 - 7  ( C l a r e ), L e t t e r  o f  Rev. James m a r t i n  

tc) unnamed r e c i p i e n t ; ,  8 O c t .  1 8 4 6 ;

I nspectm /e O f f i c e r s ,  R e p o r t s , 2 1 1 3 ,  Mann co S i r  

J a n e s  Dombrain, 6 May 1 8 4 6 .



Ch an ter  E l e v e n A P e o p le  H a l f - s t a r v e d . ft

8 9 .  v .  su p r a  p .  154.

9 0 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , Mann to  T r e v e l y a n ,  15 Nov.

1 8 4 7 ,  T 6 4/ 567A (3 ) .

9 1 • L .  and C . S . .  13  May 1 8 4 6 .

9 2 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , Mann t o  R o u th ,  14 Dec.  1 8 4 7 ,  

T 6 4 / 3 6 9 B ( 1 ) .

9 3 .  IT  1847  L I ,  2 3 9 ,  Mann t o  T r e v e l y a n ,  5 Nov. 1 8 4 6 ;  

Jo h n  CTR o u rk e ,  The History/- o f  t i le  G r e a t  I r i s h  

E a n ln e  o f  1 8 4 7 , D u b l i n ,  n . d . ,  2 4 2 .

The h a n d m i l l s  produced i n  ii.il.kee may have b e en  

used f o r  o t h e r  p u rp o s e s  th an  g r i n d i n g  c o r n .

I t  was s t a t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  com m ittee  i n q u i r i n g  

I n t o  i l l i c i t  d i s t i l l a t i o n  i n  1.354 t h a t  l i a n d m i l l s  

were used i n  making s p i r i t s  i l l i c i t l y  

TP 1854  X, 6 6 .

9 4 .  PP 1847 L I ,  2 1 1 ,  T r e v e l y a n  t o  R o u th ,  30 O c t . 1 8 4 6 .

9 5 .  I b i d . , 2 7 4 ,  Mann to  T r e v e l y a n ,  16 Nov. 184-6.

9 6 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , Mann t o  R outh ,  14 Dec .  1 8 4 7 ,  

T 6 4 / 5 6 9 B ( 1 ) .  The p r i c e s  must have gone down fro i :1- 

th e  1 0 / -  t o  1 2 / -  p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t io n e d  by Mann as 

few o f  the  c a b i n - h o l d e r s  would have such sums a t

f t h e i r  d i s p o s a l .

9 7 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , T w i s l e t o n  t o  T r e v e l y a n ,  3 J a n .

1 8 4 8 ,  T 64/ 367C ( 1 ) .

9 8 .  IVoodham S m ith ,  The G r e a t  H unger , 7 6 .

9 9 .  PP 1847  L I ,  1 5 2 ,  Mann to  C r a f e r ,  11 O c t .  1346 

( d e s c r i b i n g  th e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  e a r l y  M a rc h ) .

1 0 0 .  C . J .  , 30 A p r i l  1 8 4 6 .

Cha p t o r  Twe 1 ve A Second F a i l u r e

1 .  L . R . ,  6 J a n .  1 8 4 6 ;  T i p p e r a r y  V i n d i c a t o r ,  14 J a n *

1 8 4 6 .
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A  S e c o n d  F a i l u r e

n

o .

L . C . ,  14 I la rch  1 8 4 6  (33 2 6 ,  1 6 ) .

U . C . P. 1 8 4 5 - 7 ,  I n s p e c t i n g  O f f i c e r s ,  R e p o r t s , 6 5 0 ,

Mr. G.II.  F i t z g e r a l d  t o  L r .  S .  L u ca s ,  28  F e b .  1 8 4 6 .  

4 .  R . C . l .  1 8 4 5 - 7 ,  C o n s t a b l e s  R e p o r t s  on P o t a t o  Crops 

1 8 4 6 .

5 .  R . C . l .  1 5 4 5 - 7 ,  I n s p e c t i n g  O f f i c e r s ,  R e p o r t s , 4 6 6 2  

( e n c l o s e d  w i th  4 7 9 6 ) ,  F i l l c e e  R e l i e f  Commission to

G e n e ra l  R e l i e f  Committee f o r  I r e l a n d ,  n . d .

( J u l y  1 8 4 6 ) .

6 .  I b i d . , 4 9 6 5 ,  J o n a s  S t u d d e r t  t o  '¡'¡n. S t a n l e y ,  n . d .

7 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s . T 6 4 / 3 6 6 C ( 1 ) .

8 .  I b i d . , Mann t o  T r e v e l y a n ,  15 Nov. 1 8 4 7 ,

T 6 4 / 5 6 7 A ( 3 ) .

9 .  U .  , 11  S e p .  1 8 4 6 .

1 0 .  PP 1847  L I ,  6 ,  Mr. N h ite  to  A s s i s t a n t  Commissary 

G e n e r a l  to o d ,  11 Aug. 1 8 4 6 .

1 1 .  T i p p e r a r y  V i n d i c a t o r , 12 Aug. 1 8 4 6 .
1 ’ < i /ft I V

1 2 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s ,  Mann to T r e v e l v a n , 15 N ov.1 8 4 7 ,—     v s,

T 6 4 / 3 6 7 A ( 3 ) .  < i'

1 3 .  /oodhan-Smith, The G r e a t  Hungor, 1 0 6 - 8 .

1 4 .  R . G . P .  1 8 4 5 - 7 ,  I n s p e c t i n g  O f f i c e r s , R o p c r t s , 5 5 01 ,

-n ^F r  . Mai achy Duggan t o  R e l i e f  Commisc o n e r s ,

27 Aug. 1 8 4 6 .

15 • D j i - *  22  Aug. 1 8 4 6 ;  CAT., 51 dug. 1 8 4 6 .

16 • L. and C . S . , 16 S e p .  1 3 4 S ;  M S .  , 11 S e p .  18,46.

1 7 .  L . R . ,  25  Se p .  1 8 4 6 .

1 8 .  v/oodham-Smith, Tne G r e a t  H unger , 1 8 0 - 1 .

1 9 .  L . R . , 25  Sex'). 1 8 4 6 .

2 0 .  6 o od h am -  Smi t n , op. c i t . ,  1 1 3 .

2 1 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , T 64/362B .
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2 2 .

2 3 .

2 4 .

2 5 .

2 6 .

2 7 .

2 8 .

o b .

L . R . , 2 5 ,  29 S e p .  1 8 4 6 ;  L ^ C . , 50 S e p .  1846  

( 3 3 2 6 ,  8 7 ) .

A fow days p r e v i o u s l y  t h e  C l a r e  J o u r n a l  o f  

8 O c to b e r  nad s t a t e d  t h a t  I n d i a n  meal  was 

2/9 a s t o n e  i n  K i l r u s h .

PP 1847  L I ,  1 5 1 / 2 ,  Harm to  Mr. C r a f e r ,  11 O c t .  

1 8 4 6 .

T i p o e r a r y  V i n d i c a t o r , 9 O c t .  1 8 4 7 .

L . C . , 21 O c t .  1 8 4 6  ( 3 5 2 6 ,  9 7 ) .

L. and C . E . , 24 O c t .  1 8 4 6 .

G . J . ,  26  O c t .  1 8 4 6 .

R e l i e f  Commission P a p ers  1 8 4 5 - 7  (01 rare), L e t t e r  o f  

Rev. J .  M a r t i n ,  8 O c t .  1 8 4 6 .

PP 1047  L I ,  1 7 5 .

T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , Mann t o  T r e v e l y a n ,  15 N ov.1 8 4 7 ,  

T 6 4 / 3 S 7 A ( 3 ) .

FT 1847 L I ,  2 9 8 .

L . C . , 4 Nov. 1846  ( 3 3 2 6 ,  1 0 5 ) .

The T a b l e t , 21  Nov. 1 8 4 6 .  C l a r e ' s  n e a r e s t ;  r i v a l s  

wore Rosco'anon ( 2 0 ,  1 0 6 ) ,  L i m e r i c k  ( 1 8 ^ 2 3 2 ) ,  

Galway ( 1 4 , 7 1 4 ) ,  Mayo ( 1 3 , 1 4 9 )  and Cork ( 1 0 , 5 6 6 ) .  

By c o n t r a s t ,  i n  D u b l in  o n ly  4 8  were employed. 

T i p p e r a r y  V i n d i c a t o r , 11 N^v. 1 8 1 6 .  T h i s  amount 

o f  rnoal f o r  n i n e  days would n o t  even p r o v i d e  as 

much d a i l y  f o r  th e  a v e r a g e  f a m i l y  as t h e y  would 

l a t e r  g e t  under o u td o o r  r e l i e f .

S o c i e t y  o f  F r i e n d s ,  T r a n s a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  

R e l i e f  Committee o f  th e  S o c i e t y  o f  F r i e n d s  during  

t h e  Famine i n  I r e l a n d  i n  1846  and 1 8 4 7 , D u b l i n ,  

1 8 5 2 ,  1 7 9 - 1 8 0 .  On l o  Nov. 1 8 4 6  th e  C e n t r a l  

R e l i e f  Committee o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  F r i e n d s  was 

s e t  up I n  D u b l i n .  I t  was t o  do v e r y  f i n e  work
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o 6 ( c o n t a . )  d u r in g  t h e  Famine and as i t s  f i r s t  

o b j e c t  i t  d e c id e d  t o  o b t a i n  " t r u s t w o r t h y  

i n f o r m a t i o n  r e s p e c t i n g  th e  r e a l  s t a t e  o f  th e  

more rem ote  d i s t r i c t s " .  Hence t h e  v i s i t  t o  

'/lest C l a r e .

3 7 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , Mann t o  T r e v e l y a n ,  15 Nov. 

1 8 4 7 ,  T 6 4 / 3 6 7 A (3 ) .

3 8 .  R e l i e f  Commission P a p ers  1 8 4 5 - 7 ( C l a r e ) ,  Dr. J o h n  

G r i f f m  t o  S i r .  R. R o u tb ,  8 March 1 8 4 7 .

39 3P 1847 L ,  2 7 0 - 1 ,  C a p ta in  Wynne to  B oard s  o f

Works, 19 Nov. 1 8 4 6 .

4 0 .  I b i d . , 2 8 1 .

43.. I b i d . , 4 8 3 .

4 2 .  Woodham-Smith, The G r e a t  Hunger, 1 2 3 .

4 3 .  L^C.,  11 Nov. 1 8 4 6  ( 5 3 2 6 ,  1 1 1 ) .

4 4 .  ?P 1847 L I ,  2 4 0 .

4 5 .  GAT., 2 6 Nov. 1 8 4 6 .

4 6 > T r e v e l y an P a p e r s ,  C a p t .  Wynne t opQa p t .  L a r c o n ,

5 D e c .  1 8 4 6 ,  T 64/ 362B .

4 7 .  PP_ 1847 L ,  4 3 6 ,  C ap t .  Wynne t o  L i e u t .  C o l .  J o n e s ,  

24 D ec .  1 8 4 6 .

Cnaoter Thirteen Soup H i t c h e n s  and D eaths  from 

S t a r v a t i o n

1 .  C ^ J . ,  7 J a n .  1 8 4 7 ;

2 .  C . J . ,  7 J a n .  1 8 4 7 ;

L . C . , 2 J a n .  1847  ( 5 5 2 7 ,  l ) .  

L . C . , 5 J a n .  1847  ( 3 5 2 7 ,  2 ) .

3 .  T m s  v?s t h e  G en e ra l  C e n t r a l  R e l i e f  Committee ,  

s e t  up a s h o r t  t im e  p r e v i o u s l y  on 29 Dec. 1 8 4 6 ,  

under  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  th e  Marquess  o f  K i l d a r e ,  

e l d e s t  son o f  th e  DuLg o f  L e i n s t e r .  The name 

used i n  F r .  Comyn’ s l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Duke r i g h t  te n d
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Soup K i t c h e n s  and D e a th s  

f ro m  S t a r v a t i o n

«.< !

3 ( c o n t d . )  t o  s u g g e s t  t h e  C e n t r a l  R e l i e f  Committee 

o f  th e  S o c i e t y  o f  F r i e n d s  b u t  we know t h a t  F r .  

Comyn a f t e r w a r d s  r e c e i v e d  a d o n a t i o n  from t h e  

G e n e r a l  C e n t r a l  R e l i e f  Comm ittee .

4 .  L . R . ,  12 J o n .  1 8 4 7 .

- 5 .  D C . ,  20  J a n .  1847  ( 3 3 2 7 ,  1 0 ) .

6 * L - G-^ 2 0  J a n . 1847  ( 3 3 2 7 ,  1 0 ) .

7 .  Doodham-Smith, The G r e a t  H unger , 1 7 2 - 3 .

8 .  TP 1847  L I I ,  ( 3 3 3 ) ,  5 3 ,  C a p t .  Mann t o  Commissary-  

G en e ra l  Hewetson, 22  J a n .  1 8 4 7 .  Z

9 .  L ^ C . , 27 J a n .  1847  ( 3 3 2 7 ,  l o ) .

1 0 .  L . R . ,  26  F e b .  1 8 4 7 .  I n  e a r l y  1 8 4 7 /the C a t h o l i c s  

o f  L i v e r p o o l  s e n t  D r .  Kennedy £1 4 2 / 1 7  p e r  th éi *

A r c h b i s h o p , o f  C a s h e l ,  f o r  t h e  r e l i e f  o f  the  

d e s t i t u t e  p o o r  o f  K i l l  a l o e  d r o c e s e .  DurinZ 

F e b r u a r y  many p a r i s h e s ,  l i k e  K i l f e s r a g h ,  

acknowledged t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  £5  f ro m  D r .  Kennedy - -  

p r o b a b l y  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  £ 1 4 2 .  ,s *

2 1 - h J l ' *  2 7 J  an .  1847  ( 3 3 2 7 ,  1 3 ) .

1 2 • L. and C . E . ,  17 A p r i l  1 8 4 7 .

1 3 • v - 10 Ap r i l  1847  ( 3 8 2 7 ,  4 1 ) ;  1 Lay 1347

( 3 3 2 7 ,  4 8 ) ;  5 Ju n e  1847 ( 3 3 2 7 ,  5 6 ) ;  4 Aug. 1847

( 3 3 2 7 ,  9 3 ) .

1.4. L j R . ,  2S  F e b .  1 8 4 7 .

1 5 .  L h l . ,  6 F e b .  1847  ( 3 3 2 7 ,  1 7 ) .

1 6 .  L ^ C . , 27 March 1 8 4 7  ( 3 3 2 7 ,  3 6 ) .

1 7 .  C . J  . , 4 March 1 8 4 7 .

1 8 .  The T a b l e t , 14 Aug. 1847  ( L e t t e r  o f  F r .  Meehan);

C . J . , 15 March 1 8 4 7 .

19.' '.Voodharn S m i th ,  The G r e a t  Hunger , 2 0 2 - 3 .

2 0 • T h e  T a b l e t ,  1 4  A u g .  1 8 4 7 .
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Soup K i t c h e n s  and D eath s  from 

S t a r v a t i o n

21  *’ i W  23  Ju n e  1847  ( S S 2 7 ,  5 9 ) .

2 2 .  The T a b l e t , 14 Aug. 1 8 4 7 .

2 5 .  Lh C . ,  24 March 1847  ( 3 3 2 7 ,  3 5 ) .

2 4 .  Treve  1 yan P a p e rs  , C a p t a in  Mann to  T r e v e l y a n ,

16 March 1 8 4 7 ,  TS4/362a ( 1 0 ) .

2 5 ,  L J 3 . ,  24  March 1847 ( 3 3 2 7 ,  3 5 ) .

2 6 . The T a b l e t , 23 J a n .  1 3 4 7 .

2 7 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , Marin to  T r e v e l y a n ,  15 Nov. 1 8 4 7 ,  

T 6 4 / 5 6 7 A ( 3 ) :  h o o d h a m - S m th ,  The Oreab Hun~ e r , 2 S 6 .

2 8 .  T r e v e l y a n  Pape r s ,  I S 4 / 3 6 6 B .

2 9 .  I b i d . , T 64/366B .

5 0 .  L . R . ,  4 J u n e  1 8 4 7 .■ ■■ ? I
3 ! .  L^C. , 2 3  Ju n e  1847 ( 3 3 2 7 ,  5 9 ) ;  C^J.. , 26 J u l y  1 8 4 7 .  

5 2 .  T lo p e ra r ~ r V i n d i c a t o r , 19 Ju n e  1 8 4 7 .

3 3 .  L h l . ,  2 3  Ju n e  1847  (3-327, 5 9 ) .

¿ 4 .  L . R . ,  27  J u l y  1 3 4 7 .

»  L . S 3 . .  21 Aug. 1847

5 6 .  L .  and C . u . ,  2 0  Nov. 1 3 4 7 .

37 . a'oodhoiti-Smith, The urea  a H u nger , 3 0 2 - 3 ,  3 0 7 .

3 8 .  L j C . ,  29 Sep .  1847  ( 5 3 2 7 ,  1 1 4 ) .

3 9 .  L . R . ,  1-5 O c t .  1 8 4 7 .
  (D

4 0 .  L R . ,  2 Nov. 1 8 4 7 .

C h a p ter  F o u r t e e n Towards U t t e r  P e s t i t u t l o n

1 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , C a p t a i n  Mann t o  T r e v e l y a n ,  

15 Nov. 1 8 4 7 ,  T 6 4/ 3S7A (3 ) .

2 .  L C . ; 6 Nov. 1847  ( 3 3 2 7 ,  1 2 6 ) .

3 .  b 'oodhan-Sm ith ,  The G r e a t  H an g er , SO^-S.

4 .  Edwards and W i l l i a m s ,  The G r e a t  Fam ine,  2 5 1 .
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3 3 0

Towards U t t e r  P e r t i t r t i o n

•&1 $$

5 .  I b i d . ,  2 5 3 .  The G re g o ry  c l a u s e  '«’of- l a t e r  re laxed ,  

in. May 1 3 4 8 .

6 .  T r e v e l v a n  F a o e r s ,  T w i s l e t o n  t o  T r e v e l y a n ,
-  - - - -  - — ^    - j .  ■■ ■ -  - - J  v

13 J a n .  18 4 8 , '  T 6 4 / 3 6 7 C ( 1 ) .
K —

7 .  R o d h a m - S m i th ,  The G r e e t  Plunger, 3 1 6 .

8 .  Tnece i n s p e c t o r s  examined th e  a c c o u n t s  and 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  u n io n  t o  w h ich  t h e y  were 

a s s i g n e d  and r e p o r t e d  in c o m p e te n ce  and .nal-  

a d m i n i s o r e r i o n  t o  t h e  Poor Law C o m d s s i c n e r s .
5 >
h They a l s o  k e p t  t h e  Ceimiiss l o n e r s ,  informed, o f  

a f f a i r ' s  , m  th e  d i s t r i c t .  4 ' *■

93.t'hP 1 0 4 7 - 8  LIV (2^), 1 5 5 ,  Capr.  Kennedy t o  Poor Law 

I c o i m s . ,  '11  Nov. 1 8 4 7 .

I b i d . ,  1 5 7 ,  C a p t .  Kennedy r c  P-'oor La1 

C o m m iss io n e rs ,  18 Nov. 1 8 4 7 .

T r e v e 1yan ? a p e r s . T 6 4 / 3 7 0 C ( 1 ) ,  P r i n t e d  h ero  

marked c o n f i d e n t i a l .

]-2 - L . P .  sod T . V .', 2 8  March 1 S 5 1 .

1 3 .  L . C . ,  2o O c t .  1847  ( 3 3 2 7 ,  1 2 2 ) . -{
1 4 ;  ‘ The1 Tab] e t , 14 Aug. 1 8 4 7 .  3 j

V ' - 1 i
1 5 :  PP 1 8 4 7 - 0 ’ L V I ,  7 9 0 ,  Kennedy t o  Oder La. ‘ C om rs . ,

4
1 0 .

1 1 .

*>*
I '

- J /V |

1 s ̂  f
? 5

'M

iSKSr

id'.

Si?*

} i
Cv

'-r Ji

4 - 1 ]  F e b .  1 8 4 8 .

15'a> PP 1 8 4 7 - 0  XXXVII ( 2 1 3 ) ,  2 8 4 .

1.5b. P P -1 8 4 7 - 8  LV I ,  7 9 0 ,  Kennedy t o  Poor Lav/ Comms. ,
J m 9 - '
"*{ 11 Fob .  1 8 4 8 .

1 6 .  - L .  and 0 . 5 . , 27  Nov. 1 8 4 7 ;  Ch£. , 29 Nov. 1 8 4 7 .
£ * , ‘

1 7 ’ty L ^ G . .  13  Novi 1847  ( 3 3 2 7 ,  1 2 7 ) .

1 8 .  PP_ 1 8 4 7 - 8  LV, 3 8 1 ,  Kennedy to  Po<~r La*’* Com- . s . ,

25 Nov. 1 8 4 7 .

19 • L.  and C .K . ,  20  Nov. 1 8 4 7 .

2 0 .  I b i d . , 6 Nov. 1 8 4 7 .  i

1 r
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2 3 .

2 1 . '  UP 1 8 4 7 - 8 »LIV ( 2 9 ) ,  1 3 5 ,  K ennedy t o  P o o r  Law Com m s., 

11 N ov. 1 8 4 7 .

2 ?  1 8 4 7 - 8  LV, 3 9 4 ,  K ennedy t o  P o o r  Law C o m is .,

5 0  D e c . 1 8 4 7 .

I b i d . ,  4 0 2 ,  K ennedy t o  P o o r  La'"r Comms. , 2 9  J a n . 1 8 4 8 .

2 4 .  I b i d . ,  5 9 4 ,  K ennedy t o  P o o r  Law Comins. ,  3 0  D e c . 1 8 4 7 .  

2 4  a .  R .G .P .  1 8 4 5 - 7 ,  P o o r  Law C o m m is s io n e r s , R e p o r ts
i

end R e t u r n s .  1 8 4 4 - 7 ,  K ennedy t o  P o o r  Law Com m s.,

1 8  N ov. 1 8 4 7 .

2 5 .  PP 1 8 4 7 - 8  L I V ( 2 9 ) ,  1 5 5 ,  K ennedy t o  P o o r  Law C om m s., 

1 1  N ov. 1 8 4 7 .

2 6  • Phe T a b l e t , 4 D e c . 1 8 4 7 .

2 7 .  T .L i. Madden ( e d . ) ,  Tne I e m o lr s  ( C r i e f l y  M u to- 

b l o g r a o h l c a l ) f r o i  1 7 9 8  t o  1 8 8 6  o f  R l c n a r o  R o b e r t  

H ad d en , M. D . ,  P . R . C . S . , L o n d o n , 1 8 9 1 ,  2 4 4 .

2 8 .  I b i d . ,  2 5 2 - 3 .

2C& . L .R .  and T . V . ,  2 May 1 8 5 1 .

2 9 . Q u o te d  i n  M u n s te r  [ lews, 9 A u g u s t  1 8 5 1 .

2 9 a .  L . C . ,  2 8  A ug. 1 3 5 0 .

PP 1 8 4 7 - 8  LIV  ( 2 9 ) ,  1 5 7 ,  K en n ed y uo P o o r  Law 

C oriw-i s s j. one r  s , 1 8  No v . 1 8 4 7  .

In_C . /  1 8  D e c . 1 8 4 7  ( 3 5 2 7 ,  1 3 6 ) .

T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , M am  t o  R o w th , 14  D e c . v1 3 4 7 , 

T 6 4 / 3 6 9 B ( 1 )  .

3 3 .  I b i d . , L ann t o  unnam ed r e c i p i e n t  ( p o s s i b l y  R o u th ),

30 .

51 . 

32 .

22  De c .  1 8 4 7 ,  T 6 4 / 3 6 8  C ( 2 ) •

3 4 .  L . C . , 5 J a n .  1 8 4 8  ( 3 3 2 8 , 1 ) .

3 5 .  L . C . , 1 M a r c h  1 0 4 8 ( 3 3 2 8 , 3 5 )  .

r?  /-» T  r *
O O  .  j u  .  O  .  , 15 M a r c h  1 8 4 8 ( 3 3 2 ? ,  3 9 )  .

3 7 .  L . G .  , 2 2  J a n .  1 8 4 8 ( 3 3 2 8 , 2 2 )  .

3 8 .  ?P 1 8 4 7 - 8  L V I ,  8 0 1 , G ap t . K e n n e d y

C om m issioners, 1 L arch  1 8 4 8 .
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3 9 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , Mann t o  unnamed r e c i p i e n t

( p r o b a b l y  T r e v e l y a n ) ,  11 F o b . 1 2 4 3 ,  T 6 4 / 3 7 0 C (4 )

4 0 . «oMl 26 J  a n . 1 8 4 3  ( 3 3 2 8 ,  S o ) .

4 1 . i . e . , 12 F e b . 1 8 4 8  ( 3 3 3 8 ,  3 1 ) .

4 2 . L . C . , 22 A p r i l 18 4 8  ( 3 3 2 8 ,  6 4 ) .

4 2 a . L . C . P i6 F e b . 1 8 4 8  ( 3 3 2 8 ,  3 4 ) .

4 3 . L . C. , 22 A p r i l 18 4 8  ( 3 3 2 8 ,  6 4 ) .

4 4 . L .C .  , 1 2 F e b . 184 8 ( 332 8 , 3 1 ) ;

( 3 3 2 8 ,  1 0 6 ) .

4 5 .  T r o v e 1yan P a p e r s , Mann t o  unnamed r e c i p i e n t ,

13 F e b .  1 8 4 8 ,  T 6 4 / 3 7 0 C ( 4 ) .  '  '•

4 6 .  I b i d  . , Mam t o  T r e v e l y a n ,  12 J a n .  1 8 4 8 ,  T64/ 367C (1 )

4 7 .  L .  and C . 5 . ,  15 A p r i l  1 8 4 8 .

4 8 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , Mann t o  ( p r o b a b l y )  T r e v e l y a n ,

11 F » b .  1 8 4 8 ,  T 64/ 370C ( 4 ) .

4 9 .  L .  one C . E . ,  15 A p r i l  1 8 4 8 .

5 0 .  T r e v e l y a r  P a p e r s , T 6 4 / 3 C 7 B ( l ) .

5 1 .  I b i c 1. , Mann t o  ( p r o b a b l y )  T r e v e l y a n ,  11 F e b .  1G48 , 

T64/5 7 0 6 ( 4 ) .

52* ^ a t x ' n a l  ocbo ol  R e g i s t e r  ( C l a r e ,  v o l . l ) .

5 o .  J o o d h a n - S m i t h , The Crreub Hunger , 3 5 7 .

5 4 .  L^ C . ,  13  S e n  1 8 4 8  ( 3 3 2 8 ,  1 0 8 ) .

5 5 .  I’e v i n  B .  Uowlsn, Tlie P o l i t i c o  o f  R e p e a l ,  A Study

i n  t h e  R e l a t i o n s  bebween C r o a t  B r i t a i n  and I r e l a n d , 

1 8 4 1 - 1 8 5 0 , London and T o r o n t o ,  1 9 6 5 ,  2 0 6 - 7 .

5 6 . L . R . , 27 Ju n e 1 8 4 8 .

5 7 . T i p p e r a r y  V i n d i c a t o r .  22 J u l y  1 8 4 8 .

5 8 . L . C . , 2? J u l y 1848 ( 3 3 8 8 , 9 5 )  .

5 9 . I—.*. C . , 23 Aug . 1848  ( 5 3 2 8 , 1 0 3 )  .

60 . L .C .  , 19 Aug . 1 8 4 A ( 3 3 2 8 , 1 0 2 ) ;  L .R

C . J .  , 24 Aug. 1 8 4 8 .
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C h a p ter  F o u r t e e n  Towards U t t e r  D e s t i t u t i o n

6 1 • L .  and C . E . , 17 Ju n e  1 8 4 8 .

6 2 * k i ! * >  22  J u l y 1 8 4 8  ( 3 3 2 8 ,  9 5 ) .  

6 5 .  L .  anch C. E . 3 2 Aug. 1 8 4 8 .

64'. I b i d . , 12  Aug. 1 8 4 8 .

Ch ap ter  F i f t e e n  E v i c t i o n s

1 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , Mann t o  ( p r o b a b l y )  R outh ,

22 D ec .  1 8 4 7 ,  T 6 4 / 3 6 6 C ( 2 ) .

2 .  I b i d . , Mann t o  T r e v e l y a n ,  20  Nov. 1 8 4 7 ,  T 6 4 / 3 6 7 A ( 3 ) .

3 . ,  L . R . ,  24 Nov. 1 8 4 8 ;  v .  a l s o  s u p r a  p .

4 .  PP 1 8 4 9  XLIX ( ¿ 1 5 ) ,  4 - 5 ,  C a p t .  Kennedy to  Poor

Lav/ C o m m iss io n e rs ,  6 A p r i l  1 8 4 8 .  Not a l l  l a n d l o r d s  

a c t e d  i n  such a manner.  The C l a r e  J o u r n a l  o f  

2 2  J u n e  1 8 4 8  r e p o r t e d  th e  s a l e  o f  h i s  y a c h t  by 

Mr. B u r t o n  o f  C a r r i g a h o l t  t o  make money f o r  th e  

p o o r .

3* Tapperar.y V i n d i c a t o r , 29 D e c .  1 8 4 7 .

6* T r e v e l y a n P a p e r s , Mann t o  R ou th ,  14 D ec .  1 8 4 7 ,  

T 6 4 / 3 6 9 B ( 1 ) .

7 .  I b i d . ,  Mann t o  T r e v e l y a n ,  21  D e c .  1 8 4 7 ,  T 6 4 / 5 6 9 B ( 1 ) .

8 .  F r .  H a r t n e y ,  C . C . ,  K i l f e a r a g h ,  was o r e s 'e n t  a t  a 

Ten an t  R i g h t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  ±n E n n i s  i n  l a t e  O c t .

1850 ( L . R .  and T . V . , 1 Nov. 1 8 5 0 ) .

9 .  EP 1849 XLIX ( 3 1 5 )  3 0 .  ( R e p o r t  o f  V i c e  G u a rd ia n s  

o f  K i l r u s h  U nion,  21  O c t .  1 8 4 8 ) .

1 0 . S .  G odolphin  O sborne ,  G l e a n i n g s  i n  t h e  West o f  

I r e l a n d , London, 1 8 5 0 ,  2 6 - 8 .

1 1 . Osborne m i s t a k e n l y  u s e s  t h e  word " s k e n e " .  Perhaps  

i t  i s  a m i s p r i n t .

12.L. and C.E., 2 Dec. 1848.
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Chapter Fifteen

3 3 4

Evictions

1 3 .  PP 1849 XLIX 1 3 1 5 ) ,  7 ,  C apt .  Kennedy t o  

C o m m is s io n e rs , 5 J u l y  1 8 4 8 .

14 • L. and C . E . , i l  Mat* ch 1 8 4 8 .

1 5 .  EP 1849 XLIX ( 3 1 5 ) ,  3 0 ,  3 ] ,  3 3 ,  3 5 ,  3 7 .

1 6 .  Tne T a b l e r , 9 Doc.  1 8 4 8 .

1 7 .  PP 1849  XLIX ( 3 1 5 ) ,  3 6 .

1 8 .  PP 1849  XLIX ( 3 1 5 ) ,  7 ,  C a p t .  Kennedy to

C o m m is s io n e rs , 5 J u l y  1 8 4 8 .

1 9 .  I b i  d . , 3 ,  Kennedy t o  Comms., 16  Mardi 1 8 4 8 .

2 0 .  L i e u t .  G e n e r a l  The H t .  Hon. S i r  F . F .  B u t l e r ,

G . C . B . ,  S i r  W i l l i a m  B u t l e r ,  An 4 u b o b i o g r a d i y , 

Lonaon, 1 9 1 1 ,  1 2 .

2 1 • P.  PAd O . S . ,  9 D ec .  1 8 4 8 .

2 2 .  I b i d . ,  12 F e b .  1 8 4 8 .

2 3 .  I n  PI 1343  XLIX — R e p o r te  and R e t u r n s  r e l a t in,g
— —  -i- — - . . -  _ . . . —  —  --------  <— ■_

t o  E v i c t i o n s  m  t h e  K i l r u s h  U n io n .

2 4 .  The T a b l e t , 9 J u n e  1 8 4 9 .

2 5 .  CET. ,  20 Aug. 1 8 4 9 .

2 6 .  Ç h J .  , 4 O c t .  1 8 4 9 .

2 7 .  C s b o r n e ,  C l e a r i n g s  i n  t h e  l e s t  o f  I r s l a n c  , 2 1 .  

2 0 .  I l l u s t r a t e d  London Fe i s , 22 D ec .  1 8 4 9 .

2 2 • P.  and C. E . ,  12 Se p .  1 8 4 9 .

Chapter Srgbeen î u h ’uch Jorkhoase (l)

1 .  PP 1 8 4 7 - 8  L I V ( 2 9 ) ,  15C, Kennedy t o  Pooc Lan C o n r s . ,  

18  Uov. 1 8 4 7 .

2 .  Pp_ 1 8 4 7 - 8  LV, 3 3 8 ,  Kennedy to  Poor Lan Cpic.-s. ,

16 D e c .  ' 1 8 4 7 .

3 .  I b i d . ,  3 8 1 ,  Kennedy to  Poor Lan Com^n. , 23 1'To v . 1 8 4 7 .

4 .  R . C . P .  1 8 4 5 - 7 ,  Poor La» Coninil s s i o n e r s , R e p o r t s  and

R e tu rn  s ] 844 - 7 , Kennedy to  Poor L jw Comns . , 11 Uov. 

1 8 4 7 .
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Chop!or  S i x t e e n ̂  ̂■■ ■ ■ K i l r u r h  Worhhou s e  ( 1 )
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‘ 5 .  IP  1 8 4 7 - 8  LV, 3 8 5 ,  Kennedy t o  Poor Law Comras. ,

r# ty
3*0*'} 2 Dec. 1 8 4 7 .

# K  r v
6 . I b i d . ,  3 8 1 ,  Kennedy to  Poor Law Corn i s . .

E‘| g h  
S h i  

f ife r if
• I b i d . ,  3 9 1 ,  Poor Law Conns.  to  K en n e d y ,27 D e c . 1847,

25  1'Tov. 1 8 4 7 .

8 . PP 1 8 4 7 - 8  LIV (29  ) ,  1 5 6 ,  Kennedy to  Comma.,

1 18  Nov. 1 8 4 7 .  • 

ptlrC Tbid . , 1 5 5 ,  Kennedy t o  Poor La1*/ Comms. ,

11 Nov. 1 8 4 7 .
CTK.J v* *

S' ’*l ,
y 10 .  I b i d . ,  1 5 6 ,  Kennedy t o  Poor Law Comms.,

18 Nov. 1 8 4 7 . a- &

I I  • D - C .P .  1 8 4 5 - 7 ,  Poor Law Comv.l s s  t o n e r s , R e u o r t s  

and R e t u r n s  18 4 A- 7 , '■/. S t a n l e y ,  S e c .  P o cr  Lav

r<ih

v*r*4 i1 

T
.ffi?

1
VDivs‘i/* ’v̂
'WshKy Commission, t o  C ap t .  Kennedy, 16 Nov. 1 8 4 7 ;
&K-.
21#- \ Kennedy t o  Poor La>" Comm s.  , 18 Nov. 1 8 4 7 .
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f i p ;  12 .  PP 1 8 5 0  XI (529  ) ,
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ffeTy/ 13* T r e v e ly a n  P a p e r s , liann to  R ou th ,  14 Dec.  1 8 4 7 ,

T 64/ 3S 9B ( 1 ) .
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WI|| - I 1 4 .  I b i d .
W t- ,r '

13* £b  1 3 4 7 - 3  LV, 5 8 6 ,  Kennedy t o  Poor Lalir Cowns. ,
M 0 ?  'A
P k  , 2 Doc. 1 8 4 7 .» v •»
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1 6 .  R . C . P .  1 8 4 5 - 7 ,  Poor La. C o m m iss io n e rs ,  R e p o r t s  

and R e t u r n s  1 8 4 4 - 7 , Kennedy t o  Poor Law Gom/ts. ,  

2 Dec. 1 8 4 7 .  T h is  s e c t i o n  o f  h i s  r e p o r t  /as 

n o t  p r i n t e d  with t h e  r e m a in d e r  c f  i t  i n  th e  

P a r l i a m e n t a r y  P a p e r s .

‘ 17 .  PP 1 8 4 7 - 8  LV, 3 8 3 ,  Poor Lav/ Corn's . bo Kennedy,

glj£v * ,
-'iVV “ 1 rfN - 

M s 1 ■■
M l  -■
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21  Dec .  1 3 4 7 .13-Sfe?- *
J#T *
$ iy  ''M h y n l S .  I b i d . , 3 3 5 ,  Kennedy to  Boor La-/ Comns. . 1  J a n .  1 813 ,

IM P *  >
1 9 .  PP. 1 8 4 7 - 8  L I V ( 3 1 3 ) ,  2 o 9 .  

p. 2 0 • £P 1 8 4 7 - 8  LV, 5 9 8 ,  Kennedy t o  Poor Law Courns. 

13  J a n .  1 8 4 8 .
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2 1 .  T r e v e l y a n  P ap e r  s , Mann to  ( p r o b a b l y )  T r e v e l y a n ,

11 F e b .  1 8 4 8 ,  T 6 4 / 3 7 0 C ( 4 ) .

2 2 .  I b i d .

2,o. T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , Fann to  T r e v e l y a n ,  12 J a n .  1848  

T 6 4 / 3 6 7 C ( 1 ) .

2 4 .  3?P 1 3 4 7 - 8  LV, 3 9 4 ,  Kennedy to  Poor Law Co/iaus.,

30  Dec. 1 8 4 7 .

2 5 .  T r a v e ly o n  P a p e r s , Mann to ( p r o b a b l y )  T r e v e l y a n ,

11 F e b .  1 8 4 8 ,  T 6 4 / 3 7 0 C ( 4 ) .

S3*  R .Q .P .  1 8 4 5 - 7 ,  I n s p e c t i n g  O f f i c e r s , R e p o r t s , 421  

C . 4 .  H a m il to n  t o  R e l i e f  Cormuss J o n . 50 J a n .  1846

2 7 .  T.M. Madden ( e d . ) ,  The Mono1r s  ( C h i c f l y

Au t  ob i  o g r  a p h i  ca.1 ) f  rprn 17 9 8_ t o  1S86 o f  R i  ch a.rd 

R o b e r t  Hadden, M.D. , F . R . C . S . ,  2 4 4 .

2 0 .  PP 1 8 4 7 - 8  LV1, 7 9 1 ,  Kennedy t o  Poor La r Comas. ,

18  F e b . 1 8 4 3 .

2 9 .  T r e v e ly a n  P a p e r s , R e p o r t  o f  C a p t a in  Kennedy,

24 F e b .  1 8 4 8 ,  T 6 4 / 3 0 9 B ( 3 ) .

5 0 .  L and C . E . , 2 5  F e b .  1 8 4 8 .

3 1 .  PP. 1 8 4 7 - 3  L V I, 7 9 3 ,  Kennedy to  Poor Law Comas.,

18 F e b .  1 8 4 8 .

3 2 .  T r e v e ly a n  I  ap or  s , R e p o r t  oT Capt .  v e m e o T ,  24 - 'r 

1 8 4 8 ,  T 6 4 / 3 6 9 B ( 3 ) .

3 3 .  I b i d . ,  Fonn t o  T r e v e l y a n ,  27 F e b .  I 8 4 S ,  

T 6 4 / 3 7 0 C ( 4 ) .

5 4 .  I b i u . ,  T r e v e ly a n  to  T w i s l e t o n ,  2 March 1 0 4 8 ,  

T 6 4/ 370G (4)  .

3 5 .  Pr 1 8 4 7 - 8 ,  LVI,  8 0 0 .

3 6 .  T r e v e ly a n  P a p e r s , T V i s l e t o n  t o  T r e v e l y a n ,

6 F e b .  1 3 4 8 ,  T 6 4 / 3 7 0 C ( 4 ) .

5 7 .  A l th o u g h  t h e  a v e ra g e  r a t e  i n  K i l r n s h  Union 1Jas 

4 / 1 1 ,  i t  was 6/10 i n  L i l k e e  E l e c t o r a l  D i v i s i o n .

Chapter Sixteen Allrush dorldhouse (3)_



3 8 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , A b s t r a c t  o f  P a p e rs  r e l a t i n g  to  

t h e  buy in g  ‘and c o l l e c t i o n  o f  Poor R a t e s  I n  c e r t a i n  

u n i o n s ,  T 6 4 / 3 7 0 C ( 3 ) .

3 9 .  On 3 .F e b ru a ry  1848  T w i d e t o n  in form ed  T revekyan 

t h a t  h i s  main o b j e c t  m  a p p o i n t i n g  p a id  G u ard ians  

was to  p r e v e n t  the I r i s h  Unions n a h in g  demands

on t h e  n a t i q n a l  funds  a t  a t ime when, i f  c a r r i e d  

on to  any g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  t h i s  m ig nt  b e  " s e r i o u s l y  

i n j u r i o u s  t o  t h e  E m p ir e " .  In  h i s  view i t  was d'

e s s e n t i a l ' y t o  throw I r e l a n d  oil i t s  own r e s o u r c e s  

as f a r  as p o s s i b l e .  The b e s t  means f o r  e x t r a c t 

i n g  i n o n e j  from u n w i l l i n g  r a t e p a y e r s  was throug h 

paid G u a r d i a n s ^ - -  T 6 4 / 3 7 0 C ( 4 ) .  ; *
'ii

d0 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , T w i d e t o n  to  T r e v e l y a n ,

15 Aug. 1 8 4 8 ,  T 6 4 / 3 6 7 B ( 2 ) .

4 1 .  L j £ . , 22 A p r i l  1848  ( 3 3 2 8 ,  6 4 ) .

4 2 .  L d . ,  10  May -1840 ( 3 3 2 8 ,  7 1 ) ;  9 Se p .  1048

( 3 3 2 8 ,  1 0 8 ) ;  13  S e p . 1 8 4 8 ' ( 3 3 2 8 ,  1 0 8 ) .

4 3 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , Mann to  I r e v e l y a n ,  12 J a n . 1 8 4 8 ,  

T64/ 367C ( 1 ) .

4 4 .  IX_C., 23  F e b .  1 8 4 8  ( 3 3 2 8 ,  3 3 ) .

4 5 .  I b i d . ;  L . C . ,  11 March 1848  ( 5 3 2 8 ,  3 6 ) . .1 ' /
4 6 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a n o m  I 6 4 / 3 6 6 B .

4 7 . The T i m e s , 25 Aug. 1348  ( 3 3 2 8 ,  1 0 3 ) .

4 8 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , T w i d e  ton to  T r e v e l y a n ,

15 Aug. 1 8 4 8 ,  T 6 4 / 5 6 7 B ( 2 ) .

4 9 .  L d . ,  I S  O c t .  1 3 4 8  ( 3 3 2 8 ,  1 1 5 ) .

5 0 .  PP 1S49 X L V I I I ( 8 7 ) ,  5 3 ,  Kennedy t o  P o o r  Law C o r n s . ,

- 12 Nov. 1 8 4 8 .

5 1 .  C . J . ,  2 A p r i l  1 8 4 9 .

5 2 .  tooodhan-Smith, The C r e a t  H u nger , 5 C 0 - 1 .

Chapter Sixteen bulrush Workhouse (l) ■



5 3 .  _PP 1849 X L V I I I ( 1 7 1 ) ,  2 9 ,  Kennedy to  Poor La/ Corims 

3 A p r i l  1 3 4 9 .

5 4 .  C _ d . ,  9 A p r i l  18 4 9 . ,

5 5 . L . R . , 1 May-1 8 4 9 .

5 6 .  L . R . , 31 J u l y  1 8 4 9 .

57 • 25 Au g .  1849 ( 3 3 2 9 ,  7 3 ) .  ,

5 8 .  L.  and C . 3 . ,  15 Aug. 1 8 4 9 .

5 9 .  I b i d . ,  8 S e p . 1 8 4 9 .

6 0 .  L C . ,  15 S e p .  1849  ( 3 3 2 9 ,  7 7 ) .

6 1 .  PP 1850  X I ( 5 2 9 ) ,  108  / E v i d e n c e  o f  F r .  Meehan o f  

C a r r i g a h o l t ) .

6 2 .  L a t e r  Lord Emly.

6 3 .  U . , 1 2 ,  16 O c t .  1 8 4 9 ;  L .  and C . E . ,  13 O c t . 1 d 9  . 

I n  t h e s e  newspaper  r e o o r t s  S te p h en  c e  V ere  i s  

m e n tio n ed  » three  t i m e s  and Aubrey cle V e r e  I s  

m entioned  o n c e .  However,  i t  i s  c l e a r  from h i s  

R e c o l l e c t i o n s  . t h a t  Aubrey wns accompprying 

Arundel  and M o n s e l l .  And he make" no m e n t io n  o f  

h i s  b r o t h e r ,  S t e p h e n .
/

6 4 .  Aubrey de V e r e ,  R e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  Aubrey de V e r e , 

Hew Y o rk  and London, 1 8 9 7 ,  2 5 0 .

6 5 .  CAT.,  1 2 ,  19 Nov. 1 8 4 9 .

C h ap ter  S e v e n t e e n  P l l r u s h  '^orkhouse ( 2 )

1 .  Woodham-Smith, The G r e e t  T iu n rsr , 3 7 9 .

2 .  L .  and G . E . ,  10 Nov. 1 8 4 9 .

3 .  F P  1 8 5 0  X I ( 5 2 9 ) ,  1 .

4 .  L G .  , 14 Nov. 1849 ( 3 3 2 9 ,  14 2 - 3 ) .

5 .  L.  and C . E . ,  1 D ec .  1 9 4 9 ;  L G . ,  21 Nov. 1849

Chapter Sixteen . Y ilr ush Vorkhouse (1)
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I i i l r u s h  Workhouse ( 2 )

6* L. and C . E . ,  24 Nov. 1 8 1 9 .

7 .  v .  s u p r a ^
j • *

8 * S .  and C . E . , 24  Nov. 1 8 4 9 .
" V  1 f

9 .  During t h e i r  p e r i o d  o f  o f f i c e  t h e  V i c e  G u a rd ia n s  

a p p o in te d  m edical-  o f f i c e r s  t o  e a c h  o f  th e  

e l e c t o r a l ^  d i v i s i o n s  o f  th e  u n io n  (D r .  G r i f f i n  i n  

K i l k e e  d i s t r i c t ) . .  . T h e s e  t r e a t e d  t h e  s i c k  ooor w
J 7 *

i n  t h e i r  own h o u s e s  and were allowed to o r d e r
* i ¥ a

r i c e ,  m i l k ,  o a t m e a l  o r  o t h e r  such  fo o d  f o r  them.< } i - ' •>

With t h e  abandonment o f  t h i s  s e r v i c e  such s i c k  w \

p e o p le  .would now have to  e n t e r  th e  workhouse.

(PP 1850- XI  (529 ), 1 3 3 )  .

1 ° -  I j . and C . E . ,- ] D e c .  1 8 4 9 .

1 1 .  I b i d . ,  8 D e c . , 1 8 4 9 .------ * t, -
1 2 • I I  1850 X I ( 5 2 9 ) ,  x i .

13* D- and C . S . ,  8 Dec.  1 8 4 9 .  

l e .  PP 1 8 5 0  X I ( 5 2 9 ) ,  1 6 .
•» t *

1 5 .  I b i d . , 1 7 .

1 6 . - £ / [ . , _  1 7 , D ec .  1 8 4 9 ;  L ^ R . , 18  Dec .  1840*.

1 7 .  Munster  Hews, 25 Se p .  1 8 6 7 .

1 8 .  L . R . , 18 Dec. 1 8 4 9 .

1 9 .  PP 1850 X I ( 5 2 9 ) ,  2 8 ,  3 0 ,  1 0 7 .

2 0 .  I b i d . , 27 ( C a p t .  Kennedy t c  Foor  Lav C om m iss ioners ,  

27  Dec.  1 8 4 9 ) .

2 1 • L- And C . S . , , 9  J a n .  1 8 5 0 .

2 2 .  I b i d . ,  5 J a n .  1 8 5 0 .

2 3 .  C b J . ,  7 J a n .  1 8 5 0 .

2 4 .  The T a b l e t , 5 J a n .  1 8 5 0 .

2 5 .  P r i n t e d  , Memorandum marked C o r f i d e n t i s l .  'Ira n d e lc u r  

t o  Mr. S t a n l e y  ( f o r  Poor La>/ C o m m is s io n e r s ) ,

31 Dec .  1 8 4 9 ,  T 6 4 / 5 7 0 C ( l ) .
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C h a p te r  S e v e n te e n  II3 l r u s h  lo rk h p use  (2 )
, * '  j  * # s ..

2 6 .  L .  and C . E . , 12 J a n .  1 8 5 0 .

2 7 .  L . ' and C. 5 . ; 2 F e b .  1 8 5 0 .

2 8 .  The T a b l e t , 2 F e b .  1 8 5 0 .

4 29 • i b i d . ,  9 F e b .  1 8 5 0 . '

3 0 .  I b i d . ' ‘
*• * \

3 1 .  L .  and C . E . , 16 J a n . ,  6 F e b .  1 8 5 0 .

3 2 .  C ^ . ,  1 A p r i l  1 8 5 0 .

3 3 .  Quoted i n ■G J J . ,  8 A p r i l  1 8 5 0 .

3 4 .  C b J . ,  25  A p r i l  1 8 5 0 .

3 5 .  L . C. ,  24 J u l y  1 8 5 0 .
( ,i

3 6 .  L . and C . S . ,  ‘ 2 8  Nov. 1 8 4 9 .

3 7 .  PP 1 8 5 0  XI ( 529 ) ,  2 4 0 .

3 8 • P. and C . S . V 9' F e b .  1 8 5 0 .

3 9 .  PP 1 8 5 0  X I ( 5 2 9 ) ,  5 7 .

4 0 .  PP 1 8 5 1  X L I X ( 2 7 9 ) , '  6 4 ,  Kennedy Lo Poor Law 

C om m iss ioners ,  13  May 1 8 5 0 .

4 1 . I b i d . ,  4 7 .

4 2 .  The T a b l e t , 2 March 1 8 5 0 .
1.

4 3 .  T.M. Madden (ed.) ,  The Memoirs ( C h i e f l y  1 

A u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l )  f rom  1798  t o  1886  o f  R ic h a r d  

R o b e r t  Madden, M .D. ,  F . R . C . S . ,  2 4 7 .

4 4 .  I b i d . , 2 4 8 .

4 5 .  The m i l k  i n  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  d i e t  i n  e a r l y  1 8 5 0  v/as 

l a t e r  changed t o  a r t i f i c i a l  m i l k  as a good d e a l  o f  

d i f f i c u l t y  was e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  g e t t i n g  m i l k  

s u p p l i e s .  In  May 1 8 5 0  th e  m i l k  c o n t r a c t o r  

a d m it te d  t h a t  she skimmed t h e  m i l k  b e f o r e  d e l i v e r y  

( L . C . , 22 May 1 8 5 0 ) .

4 6 .  PP 1 8 5 1  X L IX ( 2 0 9 ) ,  5 1 .

4 7 .  C h J . ,  24 A p r i l  1 8 5 1 .

4 8 * L. and C . E . , 2 5  F e b .  1 8 5 0 .

4 9 .  PP 1850  X I ( 5 2 9 ) ,  5 0 .
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K i l r u s h  Workhouse ( 2 )

5 0 .

51.

5 2 .

5 3 .

5 4 .

5 5 .  

-5 6 .  

5 7 .  

58 .*

5 9 .

6 0 .  

61. '  

6 2 .

6 3 .

6 4 .

/

6 5 .  

0 6 .

6 7 .

6 8 . 
6 0 .  

7 0 .

7 1 .

7 2 .

I b i d . , 1 3 1 .

Madden, op. c i t . ,  2 4 7 ;  PP 1850  X I ( 5 2 9 ) ,  3 ,

E v id e n c e  o f  C a p t a i n  Kennedy.

PP 1 8 5 1  XLIX ( 2 7 9 )  T 2 -  2 6 .

PP 1 8 5 1  XLIX ( 2 7 1 ) ’, 4 .  !
\ k ' 

T h i s  was w r i t t e n  i n  mid A p r i l .  '

Madden, M em oirs , 2 4 4 .
» i

O sborne ,  G l e a n i n g s  i n  t h e  West  o f  I r e l a n d , 1 8 .

PP 1851 XLIX ( 2 7 9 ) ,  2 -  6 .

PP 1 8 5 0  X I  (5 2 9  ) i  ' 8 0 - 1 .

The T a b l e t , '9  March 1 8 5 0 .

I b i d  . , 23  March ' 1 8 5 0 #  " #

L . and C. £ . , 3 A p r i l  1 8 5 0 .

I b i d . ,  1 May 1 8 5 0 .

v.-^The T a b l e t , 27 A p r i l  1 8 5 0 .

PP 1850  XI  ( 5 2 9 ) ,  Ì 5 . The e v i d e n c e  was p u b l i s h e d  

i n  t h i s  volume o f  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  P a p e r s .

I b i d . , - x i i  -  x i i i .

C . J . , 2 3  O c t .  1 8 5 0 .

Woodham-Smith, The G r e #  H u n g er , 3 6 7 .

L. and C . E . , 31 J u l y  1 8 5 0 .

C . J . , 22 Aug. 1 8 5 0 .

L . and C .E . , 9 Nov. 1 8 5 0 .  C a r t o l a  Kennedy had 

a l r e a d y  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  b e e n  d i s m i s s e d  from h i s  

-K i lkenny p o s t  by ' t h e  Poor Lav/ Com m iss ioners  

a l t h o u g h  t h e  l o c a l  G u ard ian s  unanim ously  

p e t i t i o n e d  f o r  h i s  r e t e n t i o n .

The T a b l e t , 25  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 5 1 .

L /  and C . E . , 13 Aug. 1 8 5 1 .
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C h a p t e r  S e v e n t e e n K i l r u s h  " ' o r k h o n s e  ( 2 )
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In  t h a t  same y e a r  Kennedy vac  a p p o in te d  Governor 

o f  Gambia and i n  1852  was t r a n s f e r r e d  to  S i e r r a  

L e o n e .  From 1854 to  1862  he ’'/as G overnor  o f  

W estern  A u s t r a l i a  and h e l d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  a p p o i n t 

ments >in t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e r v i c e  d u r in g  t h e  n e x t  

f i f t e e n  \re a r s .  I n  1873  he r e t u r n e d  to  A u s t r a l i a
i ~ J

as G overnor  o f  Q u ee n s la n d .  T h i s  was h i s  l a s t

p o s t  a s , h e , d i e d  en r o u t e  t o  England f r o m  t h e r e  m

1 8 8 3 .  He was k n ig h t e d  i n  1 8 6 8 .

e . g .  C. J  . ,  17 March 1851 (V a n d e le u r  to  The Times

r e b u t t i n g  O s b o r n e ) ;  C . J . ,  7 A p r i l  1 8 5 1 .

L . R .  and T . V . , -  8 A p r i l  1 8 5 1 . -

PP 1 8 5 1  XLIX ( 2 7 1 ) .
* »

L. C. ,  25  Ju n e  1 8 5 1 .

The T a b l e t , . 9  August 1 8 5 1 .

L . C. ,  16 Aug. 1 8 5 1 .

M unster  News, 6, S e p .  1851 .

L .R .  and T . V . .  8 A p r i l  1 8 5 1 ;  C J . ,  17 A p r i l  1 8 5 1 ;  

L . C . , o A p r i l  1 8 5 1 .

PP 1851 XLIX ( 2 7 9 ) .

Munster  H ens , 3 March 1 8 5 2 .

Ibid., 8 Nov. 1851.
PP 1850  XI ( 5 2 9 ) ,  9 ( E v id e n ce  o f  C a p ta in  K ennedy) .  

C . J . , 18  F e b .  1 8 5 0 .

L . C . , 11 May 1850  ( 3 3 3 0 ,  3 9 ) .

IT 1S50 X I  ( 5 2 9 ) ,  x j i .

L .R .  and T . V . .  6 Aug. 1 8 5 0 .

f :•: Chapter  E i g h t e e n
ML

Emigration
(<•

‘ ¿ntt
1. F r . Comyn's b r o t h e r ,  Thomas, e m ig r a te d  t o  th e  U .S .A .

i n  1 8 2 2 .  Some o f  th e  l e t t e r s  he  w r o te  home s t i l l
> > '

s u r v i v e  m  Comyn C o r r e s p o n d e n c e .
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Emigr a t  i  on

2*. fP  1850  ' X I  ( 5 2 9 ) ,  6 8 .

3 .  W'oodham-Smith, The G r e a t  Hunger, 2 0 6 .  

J4 :  I b i d .  , 2 1 4 .  '

w s  w  -
The T im e s , 20  Nov. 1 8 4 6  ( 3 3 2 6 ,  1 1 4 ) .  

life#;/ 6 .  T r e v e ly a n  P a p e r s ,  'Wynne to  C o n t a in  Larcom,6 a i -■■ 1 u ' ■—- .. ...
5 Dec.  1 8 4 6 ,  T 64/362B .Ä f'n 'ih .

fyP'S V’#
a cy i i - -t

7 . ’ Edvards and W i l l i a m s ,  The G r e a t  Fam ine,  3 2 1 .
Isi-SAia?' ’

l § f e ? ‘' 8 - 1118 - ’ 24 March 1847 ( 3 3 2 7 ,  3 5 ) .
'J -  ^

¿?I?Kh 9 .  O l i v e r  I'iacDonamh, The Poor la./. E m i g r a t i o n  and /Ä-&^  —   *-—*   —  --------\ f
.#*/, d !- - I r i s h  Q u e s t i o n ,  1830  -  ' 5 5  in  C h r i s t u s  Rex,¿au i - . -------------*------------------------------------- -------------------------------Mjt/- -1
i # #  

&1k4 1 h
-^SCl '

“ ‘ ‘ J a n .  1 9 5 8 , .  32 .v
* - r

1 0 .  * C . ,  21 A p r i l  1847 ( 3 3 2 7 ,  4 5 ) .

% % ’X ’11 .  PP 1849 '  X L V T I I ( 3 7 ) ,  5 1 ,  C a n t .  Kennedy t o
M b-:'' —

f . 7 #  ¡S
-%4js n C o m m iss io n e rs ,  7 Nov. 1 8 4 8 .

12 * k i ! ' >  10 1 8 4 9  ( 6 5 2 9 ,  1 4 ) .
/ffir4 ’

VSh* 13 . Q u o te d - i n  T ip p e r a r y  V i n d i c a t o r ,  28  A p r i l  18AQ.(tA m s i .■-» ihi. " ■ i ■ ■ 11 ■■ ■ ' ■—■■ ■ i ■ . ■ ■ H ■■ i •

J  o s e ph A. 1 R ob in  s , I r i  sh Orrhan E m i g r a t i o n  t o  

A u s t r a l i a .  1 8 4 8 ' -  1 8 5 0 ,  i n  S t u d i e s , W inter  1 9 6 8 ,

1 4 .
r*j? '  x "

ifet ' /  2  V«,

gff/i'V
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. Ä h
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M T M '

JJT <"h, 7

3 7 5 - 7 .

15 . C # . ,  21 D ec .  1 8 4 8 .

16 .  L .  and C . E ; ,  17 J a n .  1 8 4 9 .

17 .  R o b i n s ,  a r t .  c j t . ,  3 ° 7 .

18 .  L .R .  and T . V . ,  16 hay 1 8 5 1 .

I 9 * I-. n#  G . E . ,  a Ju n e  1 8 5 1 .

2 0 .  P? 1 8 5 0 - XL, 1 4 - 1 7 .

2 1 .  C ^ J . , 13 May 1 8 5 0 .

2 2 .  Edwards and 'W i l l ia m s ,  Tho G r c a t  F r m m e , 32:

2 3 .  CAT., 17 March 1 0 5 1 .

2 4 .  0 .  J . , 2 0  May 1 8 5 0 .

2 5 .  Tne T a b l e t , 26 Apr 1 1 18 5 1 .

2 6 .  Munster  News, 7 J u n e  1 8 5 1 .

2 7 .  I b i d . , 18 Ju n e  1 8 5 1 .
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Chapter Eighteen- Enû g r  a t i p n

2 8 .

2 9 .

3 0 .

3 1 .

3 2 .

3 3 .  

3 p .

3 5 .

36 .

3 7 .

3 8 .

3 9 .

4 0 .

4 1 .

' I b i d . ,  25  Ju n e  1 8 5 1 .

I b i d . ,  18 June  1 8 5 1 .

C . J . /  19 J u n e  1 8 5 1 .

L . C . , 25  Ju n e  1 8 5 1 .

C . J . , 7 Aug. 1 8 5 1 .  ‘

The T a b l e t , 16 Aug. 1 0 5 1 .

I . G . , °  Aug .' 1 8 5 1 .

C . T . , 24 Nov. 1 8 5 1 .

E n c l o s e !  I n  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , 1 6 4 / 3 7 0 0 ( 1 ) .
}

"on "  i n  t e x t )

"v* on " i n t e x t •

L .C . ,  27 Nov. 1 8 5 0 .

L .C . , 23 Nov. 1 8 5 0 .

L*. R . and T . V . , 2 2  Nov. 1 8 5 0 .

L . R 1. and T . V . , 22  Nov. 1 8 5 0 ;

4 3 .

4 4 .

4 5 .

4 6 .

4 7 .

48 ,

4 9 .

5 0 .

T i e  T a b l e t , 30 Nov. 1 8 5 0 .

L.'R. and T . V . /  22 Nov. 1 8 5 0 .

d .K ,  Le PaiiUj S e v e n ty  Y e a r s  o f  I r i s h  L i f e ,

9 2 - 3 .

L . C . , 9 3 Nov. 1 8 5 0 .

L .  and G . E . , 14 D ec .  1 8 5 0 .

L . C . , 11 Doc. 1 8 5 0 .

G . J . ,  5 D ec.  1 8 5 0 .

L . C . , 11 D e c .  1 8 5 0 .

Tue T a b l e t , 13 J  an . 1 8 5 1 .

Chapeen N i n e t e e n P i c k i n g  uu t h e  Thread;

1 .  P u n s t e r  Neva, 29 S e ^ .  1 8 5 2 .

2 .  LF 1855  XXXI Cl, 2 2 8 c .

3 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , Mann t o  Ruuth, 14 Doc 1 8 4 7 ,  

T 6 4 / 3 6 9 B ( 1 ) .  ' ’
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Chapter Nineteen

345

Picking- up the Turcads

4 .  I b i d . . Wynne to  C a p t .  Lai con:, 5 D e c .  1 8 4 3 ,

T64/362B .  -

5 .  Census o f  1871  ( M u n s t e r ) .

6 .  Between 1 8 4 1  and 1 8 5 1  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e  was 

1 5 . 5 /  in  L e i n s t e r , * 1 6 /  In  U l s t e r ,  2 3 . 5 /  i n  F u n s t e r
J 1 <• , f  V 1

and 2 8 . 6 /  m  Connacht (WoocLham-SiOLth, The G r e a t  

Hunger, 4 1 2 ) .  I t  i s  c l e a r  froi ' i t h e s e  f i g u r e s  

t h a t  N e s t  C l a r e  was among t h e  w o rs t  h i t  a r e a s  i n
‘ i

t h e  c o u n t r y  and t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n  i n  i t s  r u r a l  p a r t s  

was* s c a r c e l y  e q u a l l e d  e l s e w h e r e .
, r", f * 1

7 .  P r o p e r t y  o f  John F a cD o n n e l l  and l a t e r  o f  h i s  
*’ »

nephew, W i l l ia m  Armstrong. ' *
* ( t v

8 .  P r o p e r t y  o f ’"Samuel1 Cox and Anthony Hickman 

(G r i f f i t h ’ s V a l u a t i o n ,  Co. C l a r e , D u b l i n ,  1 8 5 5 ) .

9 .  Hickman p r o p e r t y i  

9 a .  I b i d .

1 0 .  A . P . P .  1 8 4 5 - 7 ,  I n s p e c t i n g  O f f i c e r s ,  R e p o r t s ,

4 2 1 ,  C.W. Hainil ton t o  R e l i e f  C o n m is s io n ,

30 J a n .  1 8 4 6 .

1 1 .  T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s , T 6 4 / 3 7 0 C ( l ) .

1 2 .  Henry C o u l t e r ,  The ^ e s t  o f  I r e l a n d :  i t s  E x i s t i n g  

C o n d i t io n  and P r o s p e c t s , D u b l i n ,  1 8 6 2 ,  5 6 .
r

1 3 .  G r i f f i t h ' s  V a l u a t i o n ,  Co. C l a r e .

1 4 . S i r  B e rn a rd  B u r k e ,  Lauded G e n t r y , I I ,  1 1 7 5 .

1 5 .  I b i d . ,  I I ,  1 8 8 2 ;

S i r  B e r n a r d  B u r k e ,  A G e n e a l o g i c a l  and H e r a l d i c  

D i c t i o n a r y  o f  th e  P e e r a g e  and B a r o n e t a g e  t o g e t h e r  

with  E o n o i r s  o f  th e  P r i v y  G cucc13 1 o r s  and E n x p h t s ,  

4 0 t h  e d . ,  London, 1 8 7 8 ,  2 7 6 .

1 6 .  C o u l t e r ,  The Wesu o f  I r e l a n d , 5 9 .

1 7 .  M unster  dews, 10  Ju n e  1 8 6 3 .
y

1 8 .  C o x i l te r ,  o p . c i t . , 7 1 .



1 9 .  I b i d . , 6 5 . ’

2 0 .  Munster  News, 22 O c to b e r  1 8 5 1 :  L^ C . , 29 Nov.1 8 5 1 .  , 

2 1 • D- and C. 5 . ,  8 Nov. 1 8 5 4 .

2 2 .  v . B a r r y , The L e g i s l a t i o n  o f  the Synod o f  T h u r l e s ,

1850  i n  I r i s h  T h e o l o g i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  X X V I .2

( A p r i l  1 9 5 9 ) ,  133  -  1 4 5 .
y 1 ..

2 3 .  J o h n  Kenyon p r e a ch e d  a p a n e g y r i c  a t  F r . Comyn's 

M onth ' s Mind.

2 4 .  L . C . ,  6 ,  2 3  J u l y  1 8 5 3 .

2 5 .  L j l . , 27 Aug. 1 8 5 3 .

2 6 .  Lu_C. ,  19 S e p . 1 8 5 5 .

27 • E n c y c l o p a e d i a -  B r i t a n n i c a . C hicago  e t c . ,  1 9 6 7 ,

C h a p t e r  N i n e t e e n  P i c k i n g  u n  t h e  T h r e a d s
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I. , Manuscripts
Parliamentary Papers
Other Official and Similar Publications 
Newspapers
Contemporary Books, Pamphlets and Articles 
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Select Bibliography for earlier history 
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1. MANUSCRIPTS

D u b l i n .  , , / .

N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  o f  I r e l a n d :

Dunboyne C o l l e c t i o n  o f  Newspaper C l i p p i n g s  

r e l a t i n g  t o  Co. C l a r e  (3 321  -  3 3 7 9 ) .

A b s t r a c t  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  i n  Answer to  Q u e r i e s  

c o n c e r n i n g  th e  P a r i s h e s  i n  t h e  D i o c e s e s  o f  

K i l l a l o e  snd K i l f e n o r a  1824 ( 3 5 2 ) .

P u b l i c ,R ecord  O f f i c e

R e l i e f  Commission P a p ers  ( C l a r e )  1 8 4 5 - 7 .  

R . C . P . ,  C o n s t a b l e s '  R e p o r t s ,  P o t a t o  Crops 3846

R.C.P., , 1 8 4 5 - 7 ,  R e t u r n s  o f  C o rresp o n de n ce  e t c .
/

C o m m issa r ia t  O f f i c e  1 8 4 6 - 7 .

R . G . P .  1 8 4 5 - 7 ,  Poor Lav C o m m iss io n e rs ,

R e p o r t s  and R e t u r n s  1 8 4 4 - 7 .

R . C . P .  1 8 4 5 - 7 ,  I n s p e c t i n g  O f f i c e r s ,  R e p o r t s .

I I .

I I I .

IV.
V.

V I .

V I I .

V I I I .



R . C . P .  1 8 4 6 - 7 ,  ( Accounts  e t c .  r e l a t i v e  to  

R e l i e f  D i s t r i c t s  1 8 4 6 ._

S o c i e t y  o f  F r i e n d s ,  R e l i e f  o f  D i s t r e s s  P a p e r s .

A p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  G r a n ts  f o r  R a t i o ,n a l  S c h o o l s ,  

C l a r e ,  1 8 3 5 - 4 7 .
. *,

N a t i o n a l  S c h o o l s  S a l a r y  B o o k s ,  M u n s te r ,

1 8 4 4 - 5 ,  1 8 4 5 - 6 .

N a t i o n a l  S c h o o l s  R e g i s t e r ,  County S e r i e s ,

Co. C l a r e ,  , v o l . I .

London - „ __ -

P u b l i c  R eco rd  O f f i c e  

T r e v e l y a n  P a p e r s  ( T 6 4 ) .

Minute Book o f  I r i s h  R e p r o d u c t i v e  Loan Fund 

I n s t i t u t i o n ,  Go. C l a r e  ( T 9 1 . 1 3 8 ) .

j
Enni  s_ . '

K i l l a l o e  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s

Canon Clancy Papers

Comyn C o rresp o n d en ce

T i t h e  Applotment Booh f o r  K i l f e a r a g h  

P a r i s h  1 8 2 8  ( c o p y ) .
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1 1 . PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS 

T h ird  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Com m issioners  a p p o in te d  to

e n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  n a t u r e  and e x t e n t  o f  th e  s e v e r a l  

Bops i n  I r e l a n d  and tho n r a c t ! c a b i l i t y  o f  d r a i n i n g  

and c u l t i v a t i n g  them — PP 1 8 1 3 - 4 ,  V I ,  P a r t  I .

Mlnubes o f  'Ev id en ce  ta k e n  b e f o r e  th e  S e l e c t  Committee 

co i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e s ,  in  t h e  l a s t  

s e s s i o n  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  - -  _PP 1825 V I I .
V f

Appendix t o  Second R e p o r t  f r o r  t h e  Commissii oner s o f  

I r i s h  E d u c a t i o n  I n q u i r y  - -  PP 1 8 2 6 - 7  X I I .

F i r s t  R e p o r t  "of Comm issioners  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n , 

I r e l a n d ,  w i th  Appendix - -  FP 1835  X X X I I I .

R e o o r t s  from C o m m is s io n e rs , Poor I n q u i r y  ( I r e l a n d )  - -  

PP 1835  X X X I I ( i )  and ( i i ) .

R e p l i e s  t o  Q u e s t i o n s  c i r c u l a t e d  by bhe Comm issioners  

f o r  i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  t^ e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  th e  P o o rer
i i i f

C l a s s e s  i n  I r e l a n d  - -  FP 1 8 3 6  XXXI -  X X X I I I .
j

E v id e n c e  t a k e n  b e f o r e  h e r  M a j e s t y ' s  c o m m iss io n e rs  o f  

i n q u i r y  I n t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  law and p r a c t i c e  i n  

r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  land m  I r e l a n d :  t o g e t h e r  

wi t  h append i x, .and_,n 1 ans - -  H_ 1045  XIX -- XXI .

C o rres p o n d e n ce  e x p l a n a t o r y  o f  t h e  M easures  adopted
£by He^ H a . j e s t y 1 s Government f o r  t h e  R e l i e f  o f  D i s t r e s s  

3riS'n<~~ from t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  P o t a t o  Crop in 

I r e l a n d  — „PP 1846  X X X V I I ( 4 1 ) .

'Weekly R e p o r t s  o f  th e  S c a r c i t y  CcmuuLs ^ lon ,  s h o e in g  

th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  d i s e a s e  i n  th e  p o t a t o e s ,  t h e  c o m p la in t s  

which have b e e n  m cd e ,  nod tl ^ p,p p ! io  a t i  m s  f o r  r e  l i e f  

i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  bhe mo Tth o f  March 1846

i_P 1 8 4 6  X X X V I I  ( 4 2 9 )  .



by t h e  s e v e r a l  m e d i c a l  super  '_n bendents  o f  P u b l i c  " 

I n s t i t u t i o n s  ( D i s s a r i e s  e t c . ) - -  PP 1 8 4 6  X K X V JI(479)

- G orrospondence  from J n l y  1346  t o  J a n u a r y  1 3 1 7 ,
V?* ! S - - * ,
)J* r e l a t i v e  t o  th e  m e asu re s  auonte'd f o r  th e  r e l i e f  o f, |  — ; ;   ;------------------------------------
3 i ’ y / < i*p  ̂’ 0 s"
¡f ’ d i s t r e s s  In  I r e l a n d ,  w i th  maps, p l a n s  e t c .  (Board

4 ^  "h ’■ t
o f  Works s e r i e s ) — PP 1847 L~

n r *  ’ s 5
^  . -

C o rresp o n de n ce  from J u l y  1 8 4 6  t o  J a n u a r y  1 8 4 7 ,
1 r; *

r e l a t i n g ;  t o - t h e  m easures  adopted f o r  th e  R e l i e f  o f
: '-\J li -  ̂ _  . >

f 1 D i s t r e s s  ( Commissari  i t  s e r i e s  ) " I  -  PP 1847 L I .
> * ;  • t  t i , ■ '  « ■

*
'i'* C o rresp o n de n ce  from J a n u a r y  to  March 1 8 4 7 ,  r e l a t i v e

11 Abstracts of'the most serious representations niade

*?■£
1̂“
T

,4i
.’1

i f
.pJ:

t o  th e  m e asu re s  adopted f o r  t h e  R e l i e f  o f  D i s t r e s s

%  i n  I r e l  and (B eard  o f  hopPs), Second P a r t
P#i’ - ~r

4 s PP 1847 L I I . '
1 " - - -

Jjjj' C o rresp o n d en ce  from -January t o  h a rc h  1 8 4 7 ,  r e l a t i n g

i  t o  th e  m e a so re s  adopted f o r  t h e  R e l i e f  o f  D i s t r e s s

■i i n  I r e l a n d  (C o m m is s a r ia t  s e r i e s ) .  Second P a r t
.1
\l PP 1847  LI  1 ( 3 3 3 )  .

C o rre s p o n d e n ce  from J u l y  1846  t o  Ja n u a r y  1 8 4 7 , 

r e l a t i n g  t o  m e asu re s  adopted f o r  t h e  R e l i e f  o f  th e
i

D i s t r e s s  i n  I r e l a n d  and S c o t la n d  ( F i s h e r i e s  s e r i e s ) 

- -  PP 1347 L I T ! ( 3 7 9 ) .

F i r s t  Annual R e p o r t  o f  Com m iss ioners  o f  I r i s h  Poor
r—

|  Lams PP 1 3 4 7 - 8  X X X I I I  ( 3 8 7 ) .

S i x t e e n t h  R e p o r t  o f  Com m iss ioners  o f  P u b l i c  l o r h s  

^  and Appendix PP 1 8 4 7 - 8  XXXVII( 2 1 3 ) .



P a p e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  P r o c e e d i n g s  f o r  t h e  R e l i e f *  o f

D i s t r e s s  and S t a t e  o f  tho  Unions ancj Workhouses i n

I r e l a n d ' _

F o u r th  s e r i e s  1047  - -  PP 1 8 4 7 - 8  L I V ( 2 9 )

F i f t h  s e r i e s  1 8 4 8  - -  PP 1 8 4 7 - 0  LV.

S i x t h  s e r i e s  1848  - -  PP 1 8 4 7 - 8  L V I .
* « ' f -

S e v e n th  s e r i e s  1848  - -  F?  1 8 4 7 - 8  L V I( 3 1 3 ) .
i 1

2 i°h th  s e r i e s  - -  T f  1049  X l V I I I ( 2 2 1 ) .

F u r t h e r  Pap ers  r e l a t i n g  t o  t^ e  Aid a f f o r d e d  to  th e  . 

D i s t r e s  sed," U nions  i n  t h e  R e s t  o f  I r e l a n d

PF'_ 1849 X L V I1I  ' ( 1 7 ) ,  ( 8 7 )  , ( 1 7 1 ) .

6 , \ 

R e p o r t s  and R e t u r n s  r o l a l l y p  t o  5 v j e t t o n s  i n  th e

h i  1 r u s h  U n io n » >-- PP 1849  XLIX(315)_ .

R e p o r t  from  S e l e c t  Committee on K i l r u s h  Union,
4 * i» 4, > ^

t o g e t h e r  w i th  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  c o m m it te e ,  m in u tes  o f
1 ' 1 * ' 1 r, ' •’ ' *■ * "
evidence*  V t c . * ~  "— PP 1850  X I ( 5 2 9 ) .
‘ * i. ‘

Copy o f  D e s p a t c h ,  dated  1] F e b r u a r y  1 8 5 0 ,  t r a n s m i t t i n g  

R e p o r t  from th e  C h i e f  F m i y r a t l o n  Agent a t  Canada f o r  

th e  y e a r  1849 and Documents showing t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  

a f f o r d e d  t o  Sir,in-rants f r o ^  Xurooe f n r  resch inp ,  th e  

i n t e r i o r  by t h e  c o m p le t io n  o f  tn e  S t .  L au ren ce  C an a ls  

— PP 1 8 5 0  XL.-  ■ ‘

C op ies  o f  C o rre s p o n d e n ce  b e tw e en  the Poor Law 

Commissi o n e rs  and t h e i r  I n s p e c t o r s  r e l a t i v e  to  tn e  

s t a t e m e n t s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  an e x t r a c t  fro .a  a book
,  f

e n t i t l e d  " G l e a n i n g s  in th e  West o f  I r e l a n d 11 - -  

PP 1851 X L V I T I ( 2 0 9 ) .

Copy o f  a R e p o r t  nacie co th e  Poor L aw Com m iss ioners  

by H r .  L u c a s ,  Temporary I n s p e c t o r  in  ch arg e  o f



K i l r u s h  Union, '  i n  “r e f e r e n c o  to  c e r t a i n  s t a t e m e n t s  

re/yarding t h e  fmanagerte n t  o f  K i l r u s h  Union,  c o n t a i n e d  

i n  a l e t t e r  s ig n e d  " S .  Gpdolphm  O sb orn e '1, wlij ch 

aopoared i n  th e  "Times*1 newspaper  o f  th s  51 s t  day o f

March 1 0 5 1  — PP 1851 X L V I I I ( 2 7 1 ) .
* '

i f  K
R e tu r n  o f  t h e  D e a th s  In  th e  i v i l r u s h  and Ennistymon

1
d o rk h c-uses , H o s p i t a l s  e t c .  from 25  Karch 1650 u n t i l

25  L a rch  1 8 5 1 ,  w i th  t h e  Name, Age, S e x ,  Cause and

Date  o f  D e a th ,  Date o f  A d m iss io n ,  w i th  t h e  O b s e r v a t i o n  

o f  t h e  M ed ica l  O f f i c e r  on each c a s e ;  copy o f  the  

D i e t a r y  i n  t h e  K l l r v s h  and E n n i s  tyro on Workhouses 

d u r in g  th e  above p e r i o d  e t c . - -  PP 1851 X L V I T I ( 2 7 9 ) .

R e p o r t  from t h e  S e l e c t  Committee o f  th e  House o f  

L o r a s  a p p o in te d  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  c o n s e q u e n ce s  o f  

e x t e n d i n g  th e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  th e  C o n s t a b u l a r y  i n  

I r e l a n d  t o  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  or  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  i l l i c i t  

d i s t i l l a t i o n :  and t o  r e p o r t  t h e r e o n  t o  th e  hou s e ;

t o g e t h e r  w i th  th e  m in u te s  o f  e v i d e n c e  - -  PP 1 8 5 4  X.

I I I .  OTHER OFFICIAL AND SIMILAR PUBLICATIONS

R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Com m iss ioners  appo i n t e d  to  t a k e  th e  

Census o f  I r e l a n d  f o r  t h e  y e a r  1 8 4 1 , D u b l in ,  1 8 4 3 .

5 ' CT
Census o f  I r e l a n d  1 8 7 1 ,  Provuiice o f  P u n s t e r  ( v o l . I I ) ,  

D u b l in ,  1 8 7 4 .

G r i f f i t h ’ s V a l u a t i o n ,  Co. C l a r e ,  Dubl j_n, 185 5 .

S e l e c t i o n  o f  P a r o c h i a l  Exam i x^atj on e  r e l a t i v e  to  th e  

D e s t i t u t e  C l a s s e s  In I r o l a u -  From the e v i d e n c e  

r e c e i v e d  by h i s  Ka.i e s t y  1 s C o m n is s io n e r s  f o r  i n q u i r i n g  

i n t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  the p o o r e r  c l a s s e s  i n  I r e l a n d ,

D u b l i n ,  1 8 3 5 .



Tenth Report of the Cq >missloners of National

E d u c a t io n  m  f o r  th e  ' - e a r  1 8 4 3 .  D u b l i n .  1 3 4 4 .

I V . ihl /C PAPERS

C l a r e  Jo u rn o  I  (Cl arc Ch amnion O f f i c e ,  E n n is  and

B r - t ' s h  Museum Newspaper R e p o s i t o r y ,  

Coliud l e ,  London) .

E n n i s  Chroni c ] o ( d . L . I . ,  D u b l in )

Ereemcn * s .T our m l  ( N . L . I . ,  D u b l i n ) .  .

I l l u s t r a t e d  London New- (N. L . I . ,  Dub 1 i n  ) .

L i r e r i c v E v c n j p g P o s t  and C l a r e  S e n t i n e l

{B.Iv'i., C o l i n d a l e ) .

5 - -• 3 
L i m e r i c k  g,od Cl ore  Examiner  ( B .M . ,  C o l i n d a l e ) .

t

Limer j c.: C h r o n i c l e  ( N . L . I . ,  D u b l in  and B.I/. ,  C o l i n d a l e

L i m e r l c 1' R e p o r t e r  ( N . L . I . ,  D u b l i n  and B .11. , C o l i n d a l e  )

Limoric3'~ R e p o r t e r  and T i p p e r a r y  V i n d i c a t o r  ( N. L . I . ,

D u b l in  and B . M . ,  C o l i n d a l e ) .

3i lm e r ich  S ta n d a rd  (3.11.  , C o l i n d a l e ) .

L im e r ic k  S t a r  (D.L . ,  C o l i n d a l e ) .  .

U ' ' 1 
L i m e r i c k  S t a r  and Ev ening  P o s t  (B.lvi. , C o l i n d a l e ) .

L i m e r i c k  Times end Evening H erald  ( B . h . ,  C o l i n d a l e ) .

N un ster  News ( B . I I . ,  C o l i n d a l e ) .

The T a b l e t  ( ¿ J . L . I . ,  D u b l i n ) .

T i p p e r a r y  V i n d i c a t o r  ( N . L . I . ,  D u b l i n ) .
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' - v . CONTBhPCRARY BOOHS, PAMPHLETS and ARTICLES
I

An ex-M . P . (Henry L a i i b e r t ) ,  ~ A Memoir o f  I r e l a n d  In

, ‘ 1850, DubUn, 1851.

British Association, British Association for the
Relief of the extreme djsbrers

*>i ;
in Ire‘lond ^nd Scotland:
Report with correspondence 
of the ao-ents, tables etc.,

* A ' ’ ancl a H c t  of subscribers, <’ ,
-'London, 1849.

Butler, Lieut. General 
The fit. Hon. Sir W.F.,

Chatter ton. Lad-”-

S i r  »!i  1 1 1 8 i‘i B u t l e r ,  An Auto-  

b I ^ p r n p h y , L o n d o n ,  1 0 1 1 .

Raiabl e s  i n  the South o f  I r e l a n d  

during: 1 P 5 8 , 2  v o l s . ,  London, 

1 8 5 9 . 1

Cornilittee for Rolief of Report of the Coinittee foi
Distressed Districts

Coulter, Henry,
fF)

de Vere, Aubrey,

t he R e l i e f  o f  th e  D i s t r e s s e d  

D i s t r i c t s  . li I r e l a n d, nel on , 

1 8 2 3 .

The ¿»'est o f  I r e l a n d :  i t s  

E x i s t m p  C o n d i t a on and 

P r o ^ p e c p s , D u b l i n ,  1862.

R e o o l 1 opt  Io n s  o f  au b re y  de 

V e r e , Neu York and London, 

1 8 9 7 .  * ,

Dutton, Rely, Survey of the Count^ of
C1are, Dub1 in, 1808.
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31

F o s t e r ,  Thomas Cam pbell ,  L e t t e r s  on th e  C o n d i t i o n  . r

o f  th e  P e o p le  o f  I r e l a n d ,

London, 1 8 4 6 ,

4 f
F r a s e r ,  J a n e s ,  Handbook f o r  T r a v e l l e r s  i n

I r e l a n d  d e s c r i p t i v e  o f  i t s
r  ' - ■ < {

S c e n e r y , Tpv/ns, S e a t s
i ,i ^

~ A n t i q u i t i e s  e t c . ,  4 t h  ed_.,

' i - ’ D u b l in ,  1 8 5 4 .  -

*• •» 
G r i f f i n ,  G e r a l d ,  T a l e s  o f  the" T.Tuns ber F e s t i v a l s

‘  ̂ 4 ~ 1 f c o n t a i n i n g  Card Drawing,  The

H a l f  S i r  end t h e  C o i n e r ,

London, 1 8 4 8 5

H olland T i d e ,  The Aylmers o f  

B e l 1 y a " l i n e r , Thu Hand and 'ford 

and th e  D ark er '  o f  E a n t r y  e t c . , 

D u b l in ,  1 8 5 9 .

The P o e t i c a l  and D ra m a t ic  

vforks o f  G e r a l d  G r i f f i n ,

D u b l in ,  1 8 9 5 .

H a l 1 , Mr. and M r s . S . C. ,  I r e l a n d :  i t s  S c e n e r y ,  C h a r a c t e r

e t c . ,  3 v o l s . ,  L o n d o n ,1 8 4 1 - 3 .

356

r n

Hog a n , Hugh, A D i r e c t o r y  o f  I fo lk ee  m  th e

1 County C l a r e ,  on the w e s t e r n

c o a s t  o f  I r e l a n d ,  w ir /t  a n a p

shewing t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and 

number o f  th e  l o d g e s . L i m e r i c k ,  

1 8 4 2 .

A S a i l  down th e  S i l i c o n  and 

V i s i t o r s '  Handbook f o r  h l l k s s , 

L i m e r i c k ,  1 8 6 3 .



357

I n d i a n  R e l i e f  Fund 

T r u s t e e s

K n o t t ,  Mary J o h n ,

I n o x ,  A l e x a n d e r ,

* ' “ * ' 1 t

K o h l ,  J . J . ,

Le Fanii ,  4 . R . ,

L e v e r ,  C h a r l e s ,

if)

M . F . D . ,

t h e  T r u s t e e s  o f  th e  Inc1 l a n

R e l i e f  Fund shewing th e

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  sura o f

£ 1 3 , 9 1 9 - 1 4 - 2 ,  commencing th e

2 4 t h  A p r i l  and ending t h e  5 1 s t

December 1 3 4 6 , D u b la n , 1 8 4 7 .

* » ,
Two Months a t  K i l l i e e ,  9 d a t e r -

inm P l a c e  i n  th e  County C l a r e ,

n e a r  the  mouth o f  t h e  Shannon,

wifch an a c c o u n t  o f  a vovave ...    —    . .    .

down - th a t  r i v e r  from L i m e r i c k  . 

t o  K i l r u s h , D u b l i n ,  1 8 3 6 .

The I r i s h  ' " 'a tcr in r ,  F l a c e s ,  t h e i r  

C l i m a t e , S c e n e r y  and 

Accommodation, D u b l i n ,  1 8 4 5 .

I r e l a n d , London, 1 8 4 3 .

S e v e n ty  Y e a r s  o f  I r i s h  L i f e , 

London, 1 8 9 3 .

Harry L o r r e q u .e r , 1 8 th  e d . ,  

London, n . d .

J a c l  H i n t o n ,  The Guardsi ign,

1 5 t h  e d . ,  L o n d o n , 1 8 5 7 .

S c e n e s  on t h e  S h o r e s  o f  th e  

A t l a n t i c , 8 v o l s . ,  L o n d o n ,1 8 4 5 .

L e t t e r s  from t h e  Coaqt  o f  G la r e  

i n  D ubl in  U n i v e r s i t y  L a y a z i n a : -

Distress in Ireland, Report of

X V I i ' J a n . - J u n o  1941 ) ,  355: -  3 6 8 ,  

517 -  5 2 3 ,  770  -  7 7 6 .  -



Mao den ,  T . K . ( e d . ) ,

1 8 1  -  1 7 9 ,  3 3 6  -  3<tC,
'3 \

429 -  4 3 8 ,  544 -  5 5 4 ,

6 7 8  -  6 8 7 .  ,

The Memoirs ( C h i e f l y  Auto

b i o g r a p h i c a l )  from 1798"  t o
>< ’

1886  o f  H ich a id  R o b e r t  Madden, 

I , : .P . ,  F . R . G . S . ,  London, 1 8 9 1 .

Tenant  rfrong I l l u s t r a t e d  i n  a 

i lubshel l  or  8 H i s t o r y  o f  

K l l k e e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  L a n d lo r d 

ism dura nr, th e  p a s t  s e v e n  y e a r s  

i n  g l e t t e r  a d d re ss e d  t o  th e  

k b .  Hon. W.F. G la d s to n e  M .F . , 

D u b l in ,  1 8 6 7 .

Mason, 'I i  H i  am Shaw, A S t a t i s t i c a l  Account  or
r

P a r o c h i a l  S u rv e y  o f  I r e l a n d ,

3 v o I s . ,  Dubl j .n ,  1 G 1 4 - 9 .

358

XVIII(July - Dec. 18/13),

Maio n e , S y l v e  s t e r ,

O ’ B r i e n ,  W . P . , The G r e a t  Famine i n  I r e l a n d  and

a r e t r o s p e c t  o f  t h e  F i f fcv  Y e a r s

1 8 4 5 - 1 8 8 5 ,  London, H 9 6 .

O’R o u rk e ,  J o h n , The H i s t o r y  o f  th e  G r e a t  I r i s h  

Famine o f  1G47 w i th  n o t i c e s  

o f  e a r l i e r  I r i s h  f a m i n e s , 

D u b l in ,  n . d .

Ordnance S u r v e y , L e t t e r s  c o n t a i n i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  

r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  A n t i q u i t i e s  o f  

t h e  County o f  C l a r e  c o l l e c t e d

d u r in g  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  the  

Ordnance Survey  i n  1 8 3 9 ,  3 v o l s . ,  

1928  ( t y p e s c r i p t ) .



O sborne ,  S .G o d o l p h i n ,  G l e a n i n g s  i n  t h e  West o f  , ; ;

' I r e l a n d , London, 1 8 5 0 .  ,

S o c i e t y  o f  F r i e n d s ,  - „ T r a n s a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l

R e l i e f  Committee  o f  t h e  , 

S o c i e t y  o f  F r i e n d s  d u r in g  

t h e  Famine i n  I r e l a n d  i n  1846 

: and 1 8 4 7 ,' D u b l i n ,  1 8 5 2 . '

W h i te ,  P a t r i c k ,  P r o s e l y t i s m  i n  West C l a r e  i n

T Molua 1 9 5 4 ,  61 -  68  ( r e p r i n t e d

from I r i s h  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  

R e c o r d , May 1 8 8 7 ) .

‘V I .  “ LATER WORKS

Pas an P h i o b a i r e  i n  I r i s -  

l e a b h a r  na G a e i l g e  (The 

G a e l i c  J o u r n a l )  V I I ,  14 -  16 

(Bea]  t a i n e  1 3 9 7 ) ,  35 -  36 

(Meithearah 1 8 9 7 ) .

The L e g i s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Synod 

o f  T h u r l e s ,  1850  i n  I r i s h  

T h e o l o g i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  X X V I .2 

( A p r i l  1 9 5 9 ) ,  131 -  1 4 6 .

The Making o f  Modern I r e l a n d  

1 6 0 5  -  1 9 2 o , London, 1 9 6 6 .

The f o o u l a t l o n  o f  I r e l a n d  

1750  -  1 8 4 5 ,  O xfo rd .  IQ5 0 .

I r i s n  P e a s a n t  S o c i e t y ,  Four 

H i s t o r i c a l  5 s s a y s , O x f o r d , 1968»

359

B a r r y ,  P . O . ,  S . J . ,

8

B e c k e t t ,  J . G . ,

C o n n e l l ,  K . H .



Corkery, Daniel

\  '

• , i i>f

Cullen, L.M.,

Danaher, Kevin, 

Dowling, P.J.,

Edwards, R.D., 
Williams, T.D.,

Egan, Patrick"K

Evans, S.Estyn, 

Fitzpatrick, >V.

C o r c o r a n ,  T . , S . <

Freem an,  T . 'V . ,  

C i o l l  arnhul r e

I . ,  Some L i s t s  o f  C a t h o l i c  l a y

T e a c h e r s  and t h e i r  I l l e g a l  s c h o o l s  

In  l a t e r  p e n a l  t i m e s , D u b l i n , 1 9 3 2 .

, The Hidden I r e l a n d ,  A Study o f
I - v

G a e l i c  M onster  i n  t h e  E i g h t e e n t h  

C e n t u r y , D u b l i n ,  1 9 5 6 .

L i f e  i n  I r e l a n d ,  London_and^New 

Y o rk ,  1 9 6 8 .

In  I r e l a n d  Lpnc? Ago, Cork,  1 9 6 2 .

The Hedge S c h o o l s  o f  I r e l a n d , 

London, 1 9 3 5 .  ̂ r * i

and The C r o a t  Fam ine,  S t u d i e s  i n

( e d s . ) ,  I r i s h  H i s t o r y  1 8 4 5 - 5 2 ,

D u b l i n ,  1 9 5 6 .

. ,  Too P a r i s h  o f  ' Bel 3 m a s l o e Dobl i n ,  

1 9 6 0 .

I r i s h  H e r i t a g e , Dundalk , 1 9 6 7 .

J  •, The l i f e  o f  C h a r l e s  L e v o r , London 

and New Y o r k ,  n . d .

,rs Tlie L i f e ,  Times and C orresp on d en ce—

o f  R t .  R e v .  D r.  D o y le ,  B is h o p  o f

L i  Id ore and L o l r h l j n , °  v o l s  . ,  

D u b l in ,  3 8 6 1 .

Pre  Famine I r e l a n d , Iwa a che s t  e r , 

1 9 5 7 .

K l l k e e  I r i s h  i n  I r i s h  E d u c a t i o n a l  

Review V I ( S e p . 1 ^ 1 3 ) ,  719  -  7 2 6 .



-  ■

* % -Ci-.
' t*&

. w w m *  w -

H e r i t y , '  M i c h a e l ,

3 6 1

Eugene Or Curry ' s  E a r l y  L i f e : 

d e t a i l s  from an u n p u b l i s h e d  

1 e t t e r  ' 1 n North F u n s t o r  

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  J o u r n a l  X . 2  

( 1 9 6 7 ) ,  1 4 3 - 7 .

Lampson, G. L o c k e r ,  A C o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f

» , !
I r e l a n d  in  t h e  1 9 t h  C e n t u r y , 

London, 1 9 0 7 .

i f f
ir*
&*' 'Vstv

■.¿1KV

t• 'V fc 
§■ ! 
I  f
fc

if! I

Jf ¡' f\ 1l*' I
fe

is

i - a s Ì & F *
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