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on the period between George Anson’s circumnavigation in the 1740s and the joint British seizure of the Spanish
anila and Havana in 1762, this article argues that the taking and making of objects in motion provided an
between the British prosecution of empire in the Atlantic and in the Pacific in the eighteenth
s: first, to highlight the interconnectedness of the Atlantic to wider global contexts and, second,
y role of military conflict and other processes beyond commerce in the generation and circulation of objects.
Anson, the celebrated navigator, was First Lord of the Admiralty—a position in which he disappointed
everybody. (Francis Parkman, Montcalm and Wolfe, 1884)
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n which Keppel was “shot in his jocky cap”
rly killed, for example, Anson’s men took
uvian town of Paita for its “dollars and
plate” and its “broad-cloaths, silks, cam-
lvets, &c.” Pausing only briefly to hoist “an
flag … on the flag-staff of the fort” and to
the town’s governor a last-minute chance
om the goods they could not carry with
nson’s men burned the settlement to the
and returned to the Centurion for an on-the-
ize auction. Anson then made his way to
o in search of the Manila galleon, crossed

131
otations are taken from Richard Walter, Anson’s Voyage
World, ed. G. S. Laird Clowes (London: Hopkinson,

lter, Anson’s Voyage, 198.
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f eight, and 35,682 oz. of virgin silver, besides
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taking of this treasure made Anson’s fame,
as his fortune. Soon enough after Anson’s
o London that its engraver appears to have
d inAnson’s nameat the lastminute,Thomas
ll published England’s Glory (1744; Guild-
rary, City of London), depicting the proces-
ough London of thirty-two wagonloads of
amuel Scott painted multiples of Anson’s
cluding the Capture of the Nuestra Señora de
nga by HMS Centurion, 20 June 1743 (ca.
ational Maritime Museum, Greenwich,
). And, according to the records of the Na-
ortrait Gallery, Anson himself became the
of at least twenty-seven portrait oils and en-
s. But painted or printed portraits and bat-
es represented only a fraction of the Anson
produced, many at his own urging. In a no-
dition to Pingo’s gold medal, Anson also
med some of the Covadonga’s vast coin into
mmissioning the Huguenot silversmith
Lamerie to make dozens of objects with
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ersity of California, Los Angeles’s Fowler
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d., 183, 191, 184, 196, 349–60, 363.
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aps the most important Anson object was
age Round the World, which joined Walter’s
forty-two engravings fashioned after draw-
de during the voyage by Piercy Brett, the
n’s third lieutenant and eventual captain.
rk was a sensational success. Initially printed
via subscription in 1748, its original 350
bers included the Archbishop of Canter-
roster of aristocrats (including Albemarle
pel’smother and father), and “Christopher
sq; for the Hon. the Directors of the East-
ompany,” who ordered “31 books.”24 After
as quickly reprinted, in both quarto and
octavo editions. By 1749, the Voyage Round
d was in its fifth edition, and by 1767, its
It was translated into German, Dutch, and
thus gaining an avid reader in Jean Jacques
au. As Christopher Thacker notes, in his
lie, ou La nouvelle Héloïse, Rousseau sent
racter Saint-Preux around the world with a
l Anson and, upon the character’s return to
arden, made him cry, “O Tinian! O Juan-
dez! Julie, the end of the world is at your
n a direct evocation of the two islands for
rett made edenic views.25 Rousseau, further-
as only one ofmany prominent writers to be
ed by this Anson object. Darwin brought it
Beagle and read it while on board; J. S. Mill
his autobiography that “Anson’s Voyage”
of “two books which [he] never wearied

ing.”26 It was included in Bohn’s Standard
and the Everyman’s Library. And, more
0 years after its publication, Anson’s Voyage
he World became the basis for not one but
els by Patrick O’Brian.27

nd its publication in numerous, varied edi-
d its generation of new literary works influ-
y its text and images, the Voyage Round the
so became multiplied, magnified, and mu-
other respects—in, for instance, the crea-
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ller after Brett’s drawing (fig. 7). This image
interesting and deceptively complex. Ap-
at first glance as merely a conventionally
g narrative depiction of naval victory—
e with sinking ships and billowing smoke—
a legible coastal profile, complete with

references, depicting the settlement as it
d from the large cross atop a high hill at
h end of town, past the parish church and
of the Order of Mercy (the name of whose
rett, or perhapsMüller,mistakenly rendered
Convent of Mercenarians”), to the hills at
th. Nonetheless, when Edward Cavendish
ublished an image of the raid in his later
dium, the New Universal Collection of Authen-
ntertaining Voyages and Travels, he did not
the Brett/Müller image but presented a
ge, “Admiral Anson’s men in the dress of
abitants of Payta” (fig. 8). This was based
sage in the text describing the sailors’ “pri-
age” of “the cloaths which the Spaniards in
ght had left behind them, and which, ac-
to the custom of the country, were… either
dered or laced,” in which “our people ea-
ized these glittering habits, and put them
their own dirty trowsers and jackets.” In-
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ndon: Knapton, 1748), 200. (Getty Research Institute, L
e new image dwelled on the raid’smost sen-
detail: that “those, who came latest into the
… were obliged to take up with womens

28 Wa
29 Le

tional Mar
nd petticoats, which … they made no scru-
blending with their own greasy dress.”28

e common was the making of new images
jects after Brett’s drawings or the Voyage
he World ’s images (fig. 9). Like Dawsonne
fter him, Anson also stopped in Canton, ac-
an armorial porcelain plate (ca. 1743–47;
useum) whose garlanded breadfruit tree

ion suggests that it was made after the same
as figure 9; Anson also commissioned a silk
t, although apparently did not pay for it.29

er, Anson was only one instigator for such
ry objects. The royal cartographer Emanuel
created “A new and accurate map of the
ca. 1744–48; National Library of Australia)
er the “Voyage’s Chart, shewing the Track
enturion round the WORLD,” inscribed

route; themapalso contained an admonition
rve, that Sr. Francis Drake was the first nav-
ho made the circuit of the globe: for tho’
n was first in that design … he was unfor-
killed [and] cannot properly be intitled a
avigator.” This particular form of multipli-

the Years MDCCXL, I, II, III, IV by George Anson,
Angeles, 95-B2328.)
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lter, Anson’s Voyage, 184.
tter from Canton merchant to Lord Anson, 1742, Na-
itime Museum, Greenwich.
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Art; or, Take and Loot

er proliferation of Anson objects brings us
the Atlantic, and to North America, for an-
ason. That is its obvious similarity to the
, analyzed compellingly by KathleenWilson,
object-making, press saturation, and pub-
ration commemorated the feats of Anson’s
imagined collaborator in the bicoastal sei-

Spanish America, Admiral Edward Vernon.
ng to Wilson, the Vernon “agitation” was a
ed in Atlantic history. By bringing together
ic interests, expansionist aspirations and

ernment sentiment,” the Vernon agitation
ened opposition to and ultimately contrib-
the collapse of Walpole’s administration;
er, Wilson argues, it laid “the groundwork
ular support for, and ministerial exploi-
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f, Britain’s greatest imperial effort in the
nth century, the Seven Years War.”30 Thus,
llel existence of the Anson “agitation”—of

theRoy
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as “insid
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tice by
politica

thleen Wilson, “Empire, Trade and Popular Politics in
verian Britain: The Case of Admiral Vernon,” Past and
(November 1988): 108–9.
episode that saw the creation and circula-
arge numbers of objects venerating a British
active in theWar of Jenkins’ Ear and that in
couraged imperial expansion in the Seven
ar—suggests that Wilson’s analysis fits not
pecific case but a broader pattern for the
nth-century Atlantic.
mparison between the Vernon and Anson
ns” is warranted not only because of the gen-
ilarities between the two episodes, however,
because the significant differences between
mplicate Wilson’s analysis of eighteenth-
British expansion and the role of objects
it. Consider the divergent aesthetic and
olitical sensibilities operative within the
ations. In concordance with Wilson’s anal-
e Vernon agitation as allied to popular pol-
e objects of that agitation are fashioned
n a vernacular and naive style. For instance,
y anonymous Vernon medals commemo-
is victory at Portobelo (and the premature
na coins) were generally cast in a copper al-
present a crudely drawn Vernon in contem-
ress and wig (fig. 12; and see fig. 6). This
s sharply with the careful design and neo-
l iconography, as well as the material, of
medal (cast in both gold and silver)—and
go’s later role as a founding member of
al Academy (see figs. 4 and 5). If the Vernon
were popular, vernacular, and linked to the
ion, the Anson objects might be described
er art” at the level of both design (the con-

going out” (upside down) and “Here C. Cook
.” (Henry E. Huntington Library.)
anoth
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ppropriation of the ancient historical prac-
those with power of crafting images for
l ends) and institutional interconnection
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e raising of subscriptions for the Voyage
he World among the aristocracy and the East
ompany or the making of objects such as
edgwood’s jasperware portrait medallion
Anson’s election to the Royal Society).31

sider also the disparities between the impe-
thods pursued by Vernon and Anson and
s in which objects figured in those differ-
n Wilson’s words, the scorn for prize-taking
objects defined Vernon: he “represented
ome of British … integrity and intrepidity
rcenary and venal age,” was “hostile to the
ring that riddled the royal navy,” and sought
pursue the suprapersonal goal of territorial
on—“a policy of ‘Take and Hold’ towards
nish empire in America.”32 Within this for-
n, objects are important, contributing, by
tion at least, to events as significant as the
f New France. Nonetheless, their role is con-
to two processes: commemorating Vernon
iring others to pursue “Take and Hold” to
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of Portobelo (1739) and proposed attack on
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. But Anson’s method could not have been
fferent, marked as it was by the acceptance
n veneration of appropriating prize for per-
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of June
the me
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2 of the

n Thomas, “Josiah Wedgwood’s Portrait Medallions of
the Royal Society,” Notes and Records of the Royal Society
18, no. 1 ( June 1963): 51.
lson, “Empire, Trade and Popular Politics,” 103, 99.
in and by the nonpermanent seizure of ter-
for their cash, objects, provisions, or in-
on. In this alternative, objects in motion
not only a memorial or even a persuasive
, but they were constitutive of the “impe-
rt” itself. If Vernon’s method was take and
nson’s was take and loot.
llowing Wilson’s method but acknowledg-
e differences, it becomes possible to chart
native trajectory for British imperial ex-
from the War of Jenkins’ Ear to the Seven
ar that passes not through Vernon’s objects
ugh Anson’s. Space does not permit a com-
arting, so it will be necessary to focus on
most obvious Anson object to anticipate
e of Manila: the Voyage Round the World,
ext openly articulated Anson’s regret that
riors had revoked a plan for such a siege
he Centurion’s embarkation and whose text
ges employed strategies such as compres-
repetition to emphasize the link between

o and the Philippines and,more specifically,
he Philippines as a narrative end point.
highlighting of the Acapulco-Philippine
ough narrative compression is apparent
the text and in two images, “A Chart of the
Ocean” (fig. 13) and “A view of 2 of the
Islands/APlan of theHarbour ofAcapulco/
f the Bay of Manila.” Although titled a Voy-
nd the World, the narrative essentially ends
capture of theCovadonga off the Philippine
d an extraordinarily antagonistic account
Centurion’s ensuing visit to Canton. The
across the remaining half of the globe only
few paragraphs. “A Chart of the Pacific”

s much the same story. The image’s overall
ition places the Philippines, half obscured
rame, at the extreme western edge of the
d omits China altogether, even though dur-
“real” voyage Anson spent a considerable
n Macao before returning to the Philippines.
er, the annotation to the dotted east-west
wer center detailing “Commodore Anson’s
omAcapulco to Tenian and from thence to
is immediately followed by a consecutive
ion for “The Track of Nostra Seigniora de
nga from Acapulco to Guam & from there
hilipine [sic] Islands, where she was taken
modore Anson in the Centurion the 30th
, 1743” that guides the observer to read
eting of Anson and the galleon off the

Winterthur Portfolio 45:2/3
sonal
ritor
form
serve
purp
rial e
hold

B
ing t
an al
pans
Years
but th
plete
only
the s
whos
his su
befor
and i
ne coast as a point of conclusion.
. Seale’s engraving after Brett’s “A view of
Ladrone Islands/ A Plan of the Harbour



Fi
g.

13
.“
A
C
h
ar
to

ft
h
e
Pa

ci
fic

O
ce
an

fr
om

th
e
E
qu

in
oc

tia
lt
o
th
e
L
at
itu

de
of

39
1 / 2

d
.
N
o.
,”
17

48
.E

n
gr
av
in
g.

Fr
om

R
ic
h
ar
d
W
al
te
r,
A
Vo
ya
ge

R
ou
nd

th
e

W
or
ld

in
th
e
Ye
ar
s
M
D
C
C
X
L
,
I,
II
,
II
I,
IV

by
G
eo
rg
e
A
ns
on
,
Es
q.

(L
on

do
n
:
K
n
ap

to
n
,
17

48
),
37

6.
(G

et
ty

R
es
ea
rc
h
In
st
itu

te
,
L
os

A
n
ge

le
s,
95

-B
23

28
.)

Siege Mentalities 137



of Acap
the Pac
form of
densed
is Manil
Pacific l
the narr
right, or
cession
Spain a
profile
across t
even th
narrativ
age abo
and enc
plane, a
age who
desired
message
profile,
or haza
that ove

to
e M
nt
s a
r c
e c
iat
g
n w
f H
e W
es
his
det
uti
d, including the “Great Church or Cathedral…
ts Colledge; Dominicans; Franciscans; Augus-
s;OtherMonasterys; [and]Nunneries.”Bowen,

Fig. 14. R Isla
of the Ba ou
George A ch

138
ulco/ A Plan of the Bay of Manila” presents
ific in an even sharper shorthand, in the
two adjacent city plans whose fully con-
narrative declares, “Here is Acapulco, here
a” (fig. 14). Indeed, this third version of the
ink even presented Acapulco on the left—
ative or paginal “start”—rather than on the
hydrographic “east.” It did make one con-
to the existence of anything between New
nd the Philippines, in the form of a coastal
of the islands of Anatahan and Serigan
he top of the overall image. Nonetheless,
is inclusion reinforces the image’s overall
e. The overlay of a distinctly horizontal im-
ve the two charts visually integrates them
ourages the eye to move across the picture
nd the use of a coastal profile, a type of im-
se very purpose is to guide sailors to their
destinations, reinforces the underlying
of arrival. Moreover, this particular coastal
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. W. Seale after Piercy Brett, “A view of 2 of the Ladrone
y of Manila.” Engraving. From Richard Walter, A Voyage R
nson, Esq. (London: Knapton, 1748), 302. (Getty Resear
far from reminding viewers of the tedium
rd of crossing the vast Pacific—of the fact
r 90 percent of Anson’s men died—instead

Wa
Grove, Gr
and the Or
bridge Un
mind the saving presence within that space
ariana Islands, a Pacific Eden of “gentle

s and vallies … as if laid out by art.”33

final point, it is worth noting that this par-
ombination of hydrographic chart and nar-
oastal profile had specific contemporary
ions with “take and loot” in the Caribbean,
been used by Bowen (decades before his
orld map) specifically to agitate for the tak-
avana in a 1740 map, “The Seat of War
est Indies,” based in part on his single

for the Gentleman’s Magazine (fig. 15). Nota-
composite image presented a wealth of spe-
ail about the location of Havana’s religious
ons; one-third of the keyed sites are church

nds, A Plan of the Harbour of Acapulco, A Plan
nd the World in the Years MDCCXL, I, II, III, IV by
Institute, Los Angeles, 95-B2328.)
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lter, Anson’s Voyage, 290. On island edens, see Richard
een Imperialism: Colonial Expansion, Tropical Island Edens,
igins of Environmentalism, 1600–1860 (Cambridge: Cam-
iversity Press, 1996).
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t and Seale’s plan of Manila had none of

ining New & Accurate Plans of the Havana, La
s) also of San Augustin and the Bay of Honda in
Board, Maps 185.m.1.[3].)
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mblance to the real city. Virtually the only
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o Nacional de Cuba (Havana: Publicaciones del Archivo
de Cuba, 1948), 41.
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hat this Anson object did convey were that
was on a great bay and river and that its fort
r lots of churches—big churches, repre-
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I am thinking of Fred Anderson’s otherwise magisterial Cru-
War: The Seven Years’War and the Fate of Empire in British North
a (New York: Knopf, 2000).
James L. Hevia, English Lessons: The Pedagogy of Imperialism in
nth-Century China (Durham, NC: Duke University Press,
its objects. That task was left to the genera-
1762, when Anson called the shots.

ion

idering the complex relationship between
in motion and the British “imperial effort”
rucial middle third of the eighteenth cen-
s necessary to chart a dual course through
objects, if only because Vernon’s objects do
to illuminate the siege of Manila. As has
ted, Manila was taken but not held either
y or diplomatically, reverting (withHavana)
ish rule with the peace. Manila’s citizens
itutions were subjected,moreover, to amas-
ect-taking that benefited individual Britons
the state—indeed, the seizure of the gal-
tributed to a legal dispute that caused Spain
ay the official ransom dictated by the capit-
and that, as Nicholas Tracy suggests, fes-
ntil the twentieth century.36 And finally,
hapsmost obviously, Manila was anomalous
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and was administered by New Spain, physi-
as not “in America.”
a consideration of “objects in motion” can
efit understanding of imperial conflict in
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